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The FOURTH CALIPH* 

HITHERTO the Arabians have ap- Ap- 
peared to be foiely intent on makbg^sy™- 3J* 
conquefts, and propagating and efta- ' 5S * 
blifliing their enthufiaftic tenets by force of 
arms, through the whole extent of their 
dominions : But during the reign of the pre* 
fent Caliph, the fcene will appear to be to- 
tally changed. 

. Though the Arabians were unanimous in 
profeuing the fame religion, yet its influence 
was not fo great as to prevent them from fall* 
ing into feuds and animofities, and even 
from breaking out into open revolts: The 
flame of fedition was firft lighted during the 
adminiftration of the unfortunate Othman, 
Vol. II. B and 
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Ali * add the difturbances increafed in the time of 

Ch^ a 6 35- . his fucc€flbr - ' I * hc Muffulmen pointed the 
fword at their own breads : and thence arofe a 
fchifm which being strengthened by time, ftill 
fubfifts among the followers of Mahomet. 

Such vitelline divifions might have intirely 
overthrown their weak and infant empire: 
but that mighty hand which at his pleafure 
difpenfes crowns and kingdoms, protected that 
people ia his wrath, and made them his in- 
flruments for punifhing the fhameful lives of 
the Greeks, and the wicked behaviour of the 
Chriftians. 

^SmT The very day °^ 0t k man ' s death, * c 

with great ac- whole city of Medina concurred in the choice 

damations. of his fucceflbr. They did not give them- 

felves time to deliberate, but nominated Ali 

with the loudeft acclamations. 

As this illuftriou6 Muffulraan had formerly 
fought that dignity with the greatcft eager- 
nefs, it might have been reafonably concluded 
he would have accepted it with the* utmoft 
pleafure j and yet when the deputies came to 
notify his ekdion to him, he {forced many 
difficulties, declared he was not difpofed to 
take chargeof the Caliphate, and that he would 
rather ferve in the capacity of a viaftr, if he 
might be appointed to that office. 

Upon this the deputies became more earned: 
in their intreaties, and expreffed the fenfe and 
defirefe of the whole nation in fuch ftrong 
Vermis, that at laft Ali promifed to comply ; 
upon condition, however, that he (hould oe 

appointed 
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ttppoifrted in a full afiembly of the ele&ors; Al *- 
for he faid that they alone were inverted with chf». 65c. 
the right of chufing a Caliph, and that any 
trther kind of election Would be unconfti- 
tutional. 

It was no more than prudence in Ali to ob- 
fcrve all neceflary formalities on that impor- 
tant occafion 5 fince he would thereby pre- 
vent his enemies from difputing his eleftion * 
which they would certainly have controverted 
had it been in any refpedt defective. 

At this time there was a very ftrong party 
jagainft Ali ; among whom were A'fefha Ma- 
homet's favourite wife, Tdlah, and Zobeir. 
Thcfe were all his irreconcilable and impla- 
cable enemies, and in particular A'iefha, to 
whom he had done an ill office, which wo- 
men never forgive* : and indeed lhe always 
fhewed the moft inveterate hatred to him 5 

* A*eJha> though the beft beloved. Was not the moft eon- 
ftant and faithfbl of Mahomet's wives. She was publickfy > 
galled in queftion for being guilty of adultery. Ali was fo 
imprudent as to intermeddle in the affair and ev6n to give 
evidence againft her. Though Mahomet had fufficient cauft 
to think her guilty, he wifely concealed his fentiments, and 
declared he thought the accusation was mere calumny ; nay 
he even went farther, he proved it by a revelation which 
came very opportunely in about a month afterwards to cleat 
up his doubts. It is contained at length in the 24th chap* 
fef of tKe Alcoran, intitled light, on account of the elucid- 
ation it gives in fo nke an affair.-*— See alfo the transla- 
tion of the Koran by Sale, fol. 288-9, where the ftory thatgava 
-rife to this accufation is inferted at large : but it does not 
thereby appear that Ali had the le'aft concern either in the 
accufation or, Jrofecutiort $ on the contrary, the charge is at- 
tributed to other perfons who are there exfrefsly named. 

B 2 and 



4 The HISTORY of 

Ali - and when a Caliph was to be eledfeed, fhe had 

Ch 8 ^ 6 3S c ^° mana g e( ^ M t0 g et him excluded. 

Had Ali been oppofed by no other enemy 
than A'icflia, he would have been hard put 
to it to fecure himfelf from her intrigues and 
refentment : but Tellah and Zobeir, men of 
eminence among the Muffulmen, formed pre- 
. tenfions to the Caliphate and were fupported by 
a pretty numerous party. A third pretender 
had alfo entered the lifts, even in the life-time 
of the former Caliph, who had fome hopes 
of fucceeding, or at leaft of raifing great dis- 
turbances, if they (hould refufe to ele& him. 
It was the famous Moawiyah governor of 
Syria, who from the importance of his port, 
and by means of his immenfe treafures, might 
have occafioned the greateft troubles if they 
had given him caufe of difcontent. 

Ali, who perfe&ly well knew the fpirit 
and power of each of his opponents, was 
perfuaded he fhould be capable of making 
head againft them, if he could attain the 
throne ; but he refufed to afcend it by any 
other than the ufual means, that he might 
obviate all pretences for difputing his ele&ion. 

This reafon induced him to require that 
the electors fhould aflemblc and proceed ac- 
cording to law. And they met accordingly. 
Tellah and Zobeir appeared as electors, and 
concurred with the reft in chafing Ali. Though 
they were his competitors, the unanimity of 
votes prevented them from (hewing their dis- 
content ^ befides, as Ali's party was theftrongeft 

in 
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in Medina, they feared left the inhabitants ALi - 
of that city fhould have punifhed them forS*? 1 *- 3*; 
their oppofition, before their friends could ' * r# 5v 
have been able to affift them. 

So foon as the cledHon was over, the prin- 
cipal men of Medina came to All's houfe, and 
there offered to take the oath of fealty to him ; 
but the new Caliph declined accepting of 
their allegiance in private, and defired that a 
ceremony of fo much importance as the pay- 
ing of homage, might be performed in open 
mofque, and in a full affembly of the people. 

On the day appointed for that folemnity* 
Ali went in the morning to the mofque, cloath- 
ed in a gown of thin cotton, a coarfe turban 
upon his head, his flippers in one hand, and 
a bow in the other inftead of a walking ftick. 
The Muffulmen came in crowds to do ho- 
mage to their new Sovereign 5 but Ali obfer- 
ving, before the ceremony began, that Tel- 
lah and Zobeir were not prefent, fent and de» 
fired they would come thither. 

Upon their arrival Ali afked them if they 
difapproved of his ele<£tion, or whether they 
honeftly meant to take the oath of allegiance 
to him, for, he added, that if they had any 
obje&ions to make, he was fo far from being 
fond of the new dignity then offered him, 
that he would inftantly decline it, and take the 
oath to either of them that would accept the 
government. 

They both refufed it, and affured the Ca-* 
liph. that far from being defirous of enjoying 

B 3 his 
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Ali * his port, they would do all that lay in theiif 

*?5sy ra 35- power to make him eafy ih the noffeffion o£ 

55- j t ^ jjy ^rearing wi h the greateft fine erity and 

fubmiffion, to obferve the duty which fubjeda 

owe to their fovereL»n. 

The whole aflembly, and AJi in particular,. 
Hnew what little credit was to be given to the 
proteftations of thofe two Muffulmen, but not 
perfon exprefled his diftruft, and they pro* 
ceeded to taking the oath. 

At the very time the ceremony was per- 
forming, fome perfon prefenf openly made a. 
ftnart obfervation, which plainly fhe wed what 
opinion they entertained of Tellah's fair pro- 
xniies. It is ncceffary to be obferved that it 
Was a cuftom among the Arabians for the' 
vaflal to give his right hand to the fovereigr* 
in token of homage. Tellah's right arm 
having been fhortened by fome wounds he: 
had received in battle, when he came to of- 
fer it to AH, he could not reach fo far as the 
others ; which occasioned one of the by-ftand-, 
ers to fay, that it was a bad fign; and like to 
prove but a lame kind of bufinefe that was 
begun with a lame hand. How far this pre-* 
* fage was fulfilled, will appear from the fc- 

quel of Ali's hiftory. 

Tellah and Zobeir now joined together, 
and refolved on the Caliph's deftru&iort; but 
before they proceeded to open forice, they 
ftrove to draw him into fome fnare, and en- 
deavoured to deprive him of his dependants, 

and 
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apd fiich a$ ieemed the moft firmly attached A * ». 

tahira. eft? J 5 ' 

Ip a fliort time alter he had taken poffef- **' 5 * 
fion of the foyereign authority, they came J*{J^ !]£ 
to him, repeated their promifes of obedience, fuade Ali to 
and made him frefh offers of their fervice. 5 vc j£ C f(Mi 
Aftpr thefe general propofitions, they entered ,^ # ° 
into the particulars of what they thought 
jjec^fiary to be done in order to g»in the 
hearts of the people. Araoogft other things 
they insinuated that he ought to revenge the 
death of OthoteQ, and they offered to aflift 
him with the greateft zeal in that undertaking, 
wherein, they faid, the honour and dignity 
of his poft was nearly concerned. 

What anfwer foever Ali (hould give to 
their propofal, they expedfced it would equally 
tend to his deftru&iod. If he had refuted, 
the public would have been confirmed in 
die fufpicions which had been artfully propa- 
gated that he had a cpnfiderabk fliare in the 
aflaflination of the Caliph. On the other 
hand> hid he confented to punifli the murder-* 
ers and their accomplices, he would have in- 
curred the hatred of all Othman's enemies, 
who were very numerous and powerful, and 
who, in order to avoid a profeeution, might 
take fuch fteps as would be highly prejudicial 
to him. 

Bm Ali artfully eluded the difficulty. He Ali's anfwer. 
fhewed a great inclination to punifh Othman's 
ailaffins ; fpoke of their confpiracy as the 
blacked attempt, and that it ought to be ri- 
goropfly punifhed $ but he at the fame time • 

B 4 reprefented 
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All reprefented to them how impra&icable it 
Ifrgyra 35. wou ld b^ confidering the great number of 

* r ' 55 ' the malecontents, who had ail approved of 
the aflaffination, and even advifed it ; that if 
he punifhed thofe who had dared to lift up 
their guilty hands againft Othman, he muft 
alfo of neceffity inflict a rnoft fevere punifh- 
ment on all the accomplices : which would 
not fail of exciting great disturbances, and 
perhaps even a civil war, which might end in 
the ruin of the ftate. 

He added, however, that if they could point 
out to him thofe who had a&ually ftruck Oth- 
man the fatal blows, or would undertake to 
find them out, he would not be wanting on 
his part, and would take care to punifh the 
guilty. 

As fellah and Zobeir were unwilling to be 
perfonally engaged in fo important a matter,* 
they no longer ipfifted on their propofal ; and 
departed, in all appearance, fatisfied with the 
Caliph's prudent cotfdu£t ; but in fa£t not a 
little difconcerted that he had efcaped the fnare 
Jaid for him. 

. The conduft of Ali, in driving at the be- 
gining of his reign to gain the affedions of the 
people, and avoid every caufe of difturbance, 
efpeciajly at a time when all the members of 
the ftate feemed but too much inclined to take 
violent meafiires, was nioft prudent. And 
J*ad he afterwards behaved with the fame cau«* 
tion and wifdom as he fhewed in his anfwer 
fflating to Othman's aflaffination, he might 

bavc 
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have reafonably hoped for faccefs ; but he foon Ali - 
changed his conduft : and that Caliph who ciX*^ 5 ?. 
was ieemingly fo circumfpedt in all his a&ions 
which might win the good will of his fub- 
jefts, in the fequel took thofe very fteps which- 
unavoidably brought on a civil war. 
- He refolved to take away the governments Ali refoivct 
of provinces ftom all thofe perfons that had^ c d govOT n 
been appointed by his predeceflbr. On this of provincca. 
defign he conferred with Al-Mogeirah-ebn- 
Said, one of the; chief men amongft the 
Arabians, who with great warmth represented 
to him that the project would end in his de- 
ftrudion y he earneftly in treated him not tox 
be over hafty in an affoir of fuch importance, 
and to wait at leaft till he was more firmly 
eftablifhed in his government. 

This advice did not pleafe Ali, however he 
did not iffue his orders fo foon as he at firft 
intended to have done. The next day Al- 
Mogeirah made him another vifit, and the 
feme matter having been again brpught on the 
tapis, Ali {hewed that he had ftill the fame 
object in view, and he gave Al-Mogeirah to 
underftand that he propofed fliortly to put it 
in execution. 

That Muflulman who had fo earneftly dif- 
fiiaded the Caliph from taking a ftep which 
in its confequences might be fatal to the ftate, 
and to Ali in particular, on a fudden changed 
his mind, and told him, that having maturely 
oonfidered what had pafied in their la ft cqnver- 
&tion ? he thought it would be beftfor Ali to 

proceed 
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A»< proceed' according to his own propo&l , for by 

Sfp 1 "* #• putting in places of truft perfowf he could rely 

**' **'on, he would doubtleis firmly eftablifh hi 

authority, and caufe it to be duly reverenced i» 

aU the provinces of the muOulman empire. 

In the midft of this conference Abdollab- 
cbn- Abbas chanced to come in, a#d Al-Mo- 
geirah departing to leave them together, AIL 
acquainted Abdollah with his 'defign to change 
the governors, and at the fyne time toidhim, 
that Al-Mogeirah had aft firft ftrongly oppofed 
it $ but that he had now altered his opinion* 
which was the caufe of the vifit he had juft 
paid him. 

Abdollah> ama*ed to find that the Caliphi 
was infenfible of the dangerous fnar^that 
Muffulman had laid for him, told All, he 
ought to weigh hisfchepe well before he pqt it 
in execution ; that the fkft advice Al-Mogei- 
rah had given him was good, and worthy a, 
zealous citizen who had the tranquillity of the; 
ftate, as well as of his fovereign at hearty 
but thelaft was thp council of a tray tor, who* 
probably had fome intercft in railing difturb- 
ances in his country . 

He added, that it was his opinion no changes* 
fbould be made; and as he knew the Caliph 
had particularly in his eye Moawiyah, gover- 
nor of Syria, he iniifted on his being conti- 
nued in his government; for as that MuJTttl-. 
man had a very ftrong party there, the dif- 
miffing him might occafion a general rifing of 

the 
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tbft people Hi bis favour, and occafion the lofe Au* 
<tf that province. c^ yTZ l 5 ' 

- AbdoMah then told Ali that no truft was to 5S# 

he repbfed in Tellah or Zobeir, for it was 
marafeft they bad traitorous defigns, and he 
was fureif any infurredtion fhould happen they 
woifld be the firft to appear ir* arms againft 
him; wherefore he advifed him to continue 
Moawiyahin hit poft till he was certain whe- 
ther oir not he would, fubmit to his authority,, 
€C and rijm, fays he, leave it to me to bring 
him from His houfe neck and heels, which 1 
will do when ever you defire it" 
: Thefo fage remonftrancea had no ef&ft onHcgyra 36. 
the obftinate AH, whobeing bent on the w ^ cll - 3Br * 6 5 6 - 
ecution of his purpofe, imprudently difm&ed 
all the governors, and by fo extraordinary a 
change raifed deadly feuds m the ftate, which 
Gaufed him the greateft uneafinefs during hm 
V hole reign. 

Thenew officers he fent out to therefpe&ive 
provinces were Othman-ebn-Hanif, who was 
ordered to Baflbrah ; Ammarah-ebn-Sahal ta . 
Cufah * Abdollah^ebn- Abbas to Arabia Faelix; 
Sahel^ebn-Hanif to Syria; and Saad-ebn-Kais 
to Egypt. 

Of all thefe governors only one was per- 
mitted to take, poffeffion of his pod ; and if 
feme others entered oh their government it 
was not effected without the greateft oppofir 
tdon. Amongft others, Sahel going to Syria* 
was flopped by a party of horfe at Tabuk* 
The commandant knowing he had been ap- 
pointed 
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Atr. pointed governor of Syria, fo plainly declared 

ctF™ 1% to ^ m ^ 0W ^ e P e0 P* e °^ ^ at ptwtpt ftood' 
* r# 3 " affedied, that he did not'thihk proper to pro- 
ceed any further. He was told that if any 
befides Othman had feht him,' he might go 
about his bufincfs. Sahel did not chufe to 
difpute the matter and forthwith returned to 
Medina. 

Kais went into Egypt, yrhere he was op* 
pofed by a party of the Othmanians, who re- 
fufed tofubmit to All's government, till juf- 
tice was done on the murderers of Othman. 
The inhabitants of Baflbrah and Cufah, be- 
flowed the like kind of treatment on their 
new governors, and would not even • fuflfer 
them to enter their territories. 

Abodllah eftahlifhed himfelf in Yaman, and . 
was the only officer that fucceeded> but this 
was attended with no very advantageous confe- 
quences j for Yali, who was governor there, 
by virtue of a coiftmiflibn from Othman, car- 
ried off all the money that was in the trea- 
fory, and haftening to Mecca delivered the 
treafure to Aiefha, Tellah and Zobeir. 

Aiirefbfesto The two latter retired from the Caliph's 

£zob^iJ ahcourt » on ^ is rcfufal to employ them at the* 
the govern- time he appointed new governors." The one 
mentstheyfue f t fc em f uc( j f or the government of Cufeh, 

*** the other for that of Baflbrah (both which 

were places of very great importance). All 
who knew them too well to put any truft in 
them, gave them a denial foftened by a 
complement, he told them that he had no 

body 
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Jbody about hipa of fo great capacity as they; Ali - 
or with whom he could fo properly confalt^SX™ 3 6 - 
in fuch emergencies as a new eftablifhed go* ' * r * 5 " 
vernment was likely to be eipofed to. He 
added, that their abode at court fhould not be 
fo much loft time to them, and that he would 
take an opportunity of rewarding them in 
proportion to their merit and fervices. 

Ali*s promifes, produced no great effedl up- 
on the twp Muffulmen. They plainly faw 
that the Caliph's defign was to keep them near 
him, that he might be a witnefs to their con- 
dud;, and perhaps with a view to make them 
refponfible for fuch difturbances as might 
arife at Medina, However, for a time they 
concealed their fentiments $ and fo foon as they 
heard that Aiefha was gone to Mecca, they 
asked leave to go thither, on pretence of per- 
forming the pilgrimage, which was granted. 
And therein concert with the prophet's widow, 
they raifed a formidable party, which the 
Caliph vainly endeavoured to quell. The 
money which the governor of Yaman had 
brought them was of lingular ufe in keeeping 
up a : correfpondence, and gaining friends in 
all parts, and fo artfully did they conduit their 
plot, that in a fhort time all Syria broke out 
into open revolt. 

Amongft others they ftrirred up the Mota- Thc 7 «»<* * 
selites, that is to fay the Seperatifts; (by r ^f again * 
which appellation fuch as difputed All's elec- 
tion were diftinguifhed.) And they having 

.by. 
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AM* by means of their emiflaries procured the bo* 

S 871 *!^ ty °^ ^^ man i0 ^ taken out of the grave; 
***•*• anc j got poffeffion of the bloody (hirt which 

he wore when he was aflaffinatcd, they made a 
very advantageous ufe of it, fometimes it was 
fpread on the pulpit of the mofijues, when 
the people aflembled there; and fometimes 
it was carried in the army as a banner during 
their march thro* the chief cities of Syria. 

This bloody fpettacle, daily expofed td 
open view, had a ftronger ef&& than the moft 
pathetic fpeeches. The Syrians, who were 
greatly indebted to OthmAn's munificence, iii 
a fury took up arms to revenge the death of 
their benefadtor ; and only waited till the vio 
tim that was to be facrificed to his memory 
fhould be pointed out to them. 
i^ ap ^h t0 ^ having received information of the 
ac ^3ed^° tran ^ a ^ ons ^ nt ^ at province, wrote to Moa* 
bimasCaiiph. wiyah in very mild terms. Without mention- 
ing the feuds he had raifed in Syria, he only 
exhorted him to give a proof of obedience, 
by acknowledging him for Caliph, which he 
hoped he would the more Yeadily reibive to 
do, as no illegal means had been ufed in has 
ele&ion, and as he had been chofen by the 
unanimous votes of the eledtors. 

Moawiyah, who well knew how AK was 
difpofed towards him, was unmoved at his 
letter 5 he attributed the Caliph's moderation 
to bis want of power ; and to fhew him how 
flightly he regarded his remonftrances, inftead 
of returning him an anfwer, he infulted him 

in 
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in *the grofleft manner- About three months An. 
after Othman's death, he called a fhofenfpr &*&** 9 6 * 
to whom lie delivered a packet Med up, and **' 6j • 
4tae£ted thas : * Moawiyah to AH." Then 
giving him private inftrudions, he fent him 
to Medina, together with AH** meffenger, 
whom he had detained till that time. Ac- 
cording to his orders, he entered Medina 4n 
the evening, a time when in that hot climate 
the ftreets are the moft frequented, for the 
lake of enjoying the cool air. 

When the courier entered (lie city, he car- 
ried the packet on the top of a ftafF, to in- 
4ovta the inhabitants that the governor of 
Syria had written to the Caliph. The arrival 
of that courier gave great pleafore to all fiich 
«s were defirous of peace j thtfy concluded he 
was ordered to make foeh a ihew of the letter; 
and fitpftofed it might contain feme terms for 
«i accomodation, which migfct put an end 
to all mifunderftandifig between the Caliph 
and Moawiyah. 

The people therefore immediately thronged 
ter him to know the contents of his mef- 
tkge. Ati, on hife part, was alfo very defirous 
of coming to terms with Moawiyah, and efi- 
pecklly at a juh&ure when the flame of re- 
volt was fpreading with the greateft violence ; 
tnit when he opehfed the letter he was greatly 
amazed to find it was only a blank paper, not 
<fo much as a word being written in it; which 
lie tightly judged to tea token of the utmoft 

defiance 
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All defiance and contempt, which called for S 

a?™ I 6 6. ^^y vengeance. 

"" s However, the Caliph bad fo much the 
. maftery of his paffions, as to /hew no great 
change in his countenance; he even di£- 
courfed with the courier* and asked him what 
news in Syria. The meffenger anfwered* thqtt 
there were fixty thoufand men in arms, who 
only waited for orders to begin their march. 
He added* that the firft appearance of the in- 
furreftion was at Damafcus, where they, had 
fet up Othmab's bloody fhirt as a ftandard, 
over the pulpit in the open mofque. 

Ali, unable to contain hitafelf at this rela- 
tion, anfwered with great emotion, "Do they 
require the blood of Othmanat my bands? 
I call God to witnefs I am not guilty of it, 
and hope he will affift me/* 

After fo plain an information, a War in 
Syria was unavoidable. But whilft he , was 
endeavouring to guard againft a diftant enemy, 
a party was formed even in . Arabia, which 
was by fo much the more formidable, as the 
famous Aiefha, the Caliph's inveterate ene- 
my, was at the head of it. She was the 
main fpring, and as it were, the foul of that 
conspiracy againft Ali, and at her houfe the 
confpirators aiTembled to debate on fuch mea- 
fures as were proper to be taken for fecuring 
the fuccefs of their plot. And there appeared, 
either perfonally or by deputies, the whole 
houfe of Ommiyah, who all concurred in 

' " the 
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the defign of revenging the death of Othman, A L »• 
who was one of their family. ch 2 ** 1% 

As to the Ommiyans they feemed to have 
feme pretence to punifh the Caliph for the 
death of their kinfman : they fincerely thought 
that Ali iWas t^e perpetrator of it; and no 
pains had been fpared to confirm them in 
that belief. But in refpeft to Aiefha, Tellah, 
and Zobeir, who headed the confpiracy, 
their condutt in that juncture, \yas an effect 
of the .bafeft treachery. 

If we? may rely on the teftimony of Ebn 
Athir, an arabian writer, Ai'efha and her two 
aflbciates were the real contrivers of, or at 
leaft accomplices in Qthman's af&ffination. 
They alone deferved to have received the pu- 
nishment due to fo heinous a crime ; but by an 
uncommon ftretch of wickednefs they con* 
trived to throw the whole blame on All, that 
they might more furely deftroy him. Such 
was die virtuous Aieiha, to highly boalied of 
by her countrymen* and fo well known in 
the muflulman hiftory, by the title of the 
<c mother of the faithful" which might fure* 
Iy have given her a difpenijation from appear- 
ing as an accufer of any of her children, even 
though they had been fignally culpable ; but 
k was certainly a moil infamous piece of 
treachery firft to commit q. crime, and then 
to charge it upon another perfon, upon her 
fovereign, and if I may foexprefs myfelf, upon 
the whole ftate, which was thereby expofed 
Vot. 1L C to 
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Ali - to fuffer all the ill confequences of furious 
cK? 1%. and inteftine divifions. 

_ ._ Their revolt having been agreed upon, no- 

Different . . -ii b r & * > 

fchemes for a thing remained but to fix on proper meaiures 
revolt. for carrying it into execution ; to which end 

conferences were held at the houfe of Ai'efha. 
That vindiftive woman propofed they fhould 
forthwith march to Medina. She was for ta- 
king away the malady root and branch. 
Some others were of opinion that they ought 
to march into Syria, to join the numerous 
army which Moawiyah had raifed in that 
province. 

Thefe different opinions having been fully 
debated and maturely weighed, it was not 
thought proper to follow either of them. It 
was obferved that almoft all the inhabitants 
of Medina fided with the Caliph, and to fall 
on him there, would be attacking him in his 
ftrongeft part. As to the march into Syria, 
it was faid, that as Moawiyah was ftrong 
enough to maintain the pofleffion of his go- 
vernment, they might fafely leave to him the 
defence of that province. 

As the party did not come intoeitherof thefe 
meafures, a third was propofed ; namely, to 
begin their operations of war in thofe parts 
where they might have the greateft profpedt 
of fuccefs, and forthwith to feize fome ftrong 
places. Tellah, who was at the meeting, 
propofed an expedition to Baforah, which he 
was of opinion they might eafily become 
matters of, he having a good intereft in that 

city. 
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xnty. This fcheme was approved of, ?nd the Ali - 
confederates were forthwith informed of it ^ c ^ 6 3 ^ 
by proclamations made. in the ftreets of Mecr • " ." 
ca, and by a circular letter, couched in the 
following terms. 

<c The . mother of the faithful, T^llah, They aflcm. 
and Zobeir ^are. going, in perfoh to Baforah. ^ p^ nd 
Whoibever therefore iS.delirous of defending march to- 
.his religion, and fighting voluntarily to re- wards Bafe -. 
yenge the death of Othman, let him come, * 
-and if he has not the peceflary conveniences for 
,the journey, they fhall be provided, for him." 

Their .troops having been foop aflembled, 
. they,. prepared for their departure. Aie/ha, 
mounted on , a camel, heaaed the forces in 
rthtif march from Mecca . towards Baforah. 
When they arrived at a place calj^d jo wah> A fingnlar 
.they, halted fome time .to refresh the ^oops, ^^^^ 
. which ftep had like to have put an end to their march, 
.expedition. : The dogs of the village having 
.gathered together, came running out, and 
.barked at Aiefha for a .coniiderable time* 
.This. event appeared to her to be ib ill an 
.omen, that flfte immediately .asked, with great 
furprize, what was the name of the, place; 
. and iiavjng been ipformed that it was called 
jowabjihe, quoting that verficle of. the Koran 
which, as* often repeated in cafes of imminent 
daqger, *' My fupport , is from God alone, in Alcoran, 
.him doJ truft, and unto him do I turn me.*' cha P- IIth# 
, declared fhe would not ftir a ftep further, and 
, prepared to, (^iftoount. from her camel. 

C 2 ' ■ . The. 
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Ahl - The chiefs being greatly alarmed at a re* 

di 8 ** 1% ^ ' ut ^ on which would put an end to the en* 
" * r# 5 ' terprize, earneftly intreated her not to aban- 
don them ; but the longer (he refle&ed oft 
. that accident, the Ids (he feemed inclined to 
„ go forwards. She declared that (he had 
heard the prophet fay when he was travel* 
ing with his wives, " I wifh I had known it, 
and they fliould Have lodged within the bark- 
ing of the dogs of Jowab j" that Mahomet 
had alfo formerly declared to her, that tme 
of his wives fhould at a certain time be 
barked at by the dogs of the fame village j 
that (he Ought to take care of it ? for (he 
would then be ill mod imminent danger. 

It was no eafy matter to eradicate fuch & 
kind of prejudice from the mind of a woman 
who from her infancy had imbibed cnthufia£- 
tic and fuperftitious notions: However the 
chief officers of the army, who were fen- 
fible of the ill confequences that might refiilt 
irom fo unlucky an Accident, endeavoured to 
quiet the apprehenfions of Aieflia, by fuborn- 
ing fomdpeafants, who, for the lucre of a little 
moriey, agreed toafiert that it Was a miftake 
to call their village jow&b, for it had never 
been known by that ^name, and they agreed 
to give it another, which probabty was not 
fo ill boding! Upon this they forthwith re- 
turned to Ai<?(ha and informed her of the 
news. They even caufed their witneffes tb 
appear before her, who declared on their oath 
what they had promifed to affert. But Aie(ha 

had 
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had not yet got over her fears, and (he re- Ali * 
folved to lye all night at the village, that (he gjWJ^ j& 
might have time to confider what refolution •**• 5 • 
(he (hould come to. 

Tellah and Zobeir, vexed to find that a 
(lop was put to their march on account of 
fiich ridiculous difficulties, and knowing of 
how great importance it was to make the bed 
u(e of their time (there being great caufe to 
fufpedt that Ali would (peedily march after 
them) contrived an expedient, which foon 
removed all obftacles. They previoufly in- 
truded fome horfemen of their army and 
lent them to a diftance from the camp, who 
returned full gallop, crying out quick, quick, 
yonder comes Ali and his troops. 

This artifice fucceeded, Fear of the pre- The revolten 
fcnt danger prevailed over all apprehenfions app*» before 
on account of the predi&ion 5 they all de- Baforah - 
camped in the greateft hade, and the fuper- 
llitious Ai'e(h*, nimbly leaping up on her 
camel, was foon foremoft of tne company, and 
led them on fo briskly, that in a (hort time 
they arrived in fight of Baforah. 

They did not expert that the city would 
make any great refiftance. Tdlah, as has 
been faid, held a correfpondence there, and 
had raifed a confiderable party of malecontents 
who had very roughly treated Othman Ebn 
Hanif, when he came to take pofleffion of 
the government of that city in the room of 
him who had been appointed by the laft 
Caliph* Othman was therefore obliged to 

C 3 return 



22 The HISTORY 'of 

Ali - return to Medina; but as there were great* 
Ch S «? J 6 6 ^ivifions amongft the inhabitants, by means ■ 
' ' 'of the party that had declared for All, he was 
. recalled^ On which he returned tQ Baforah, 
entered on the execution of his office; and 
ftrove to put an end to the fedition. In time, 
perhaps, he might have prevailed; but by 
the pernicious cabals of Tellah, a party was 
always kept up which would by no means 
agree to an accomodation. 
Theinhabi- When Aiefha appeared with her army 
ibMed.^ C " before the city, the new governor marched 

out at the head of his troops to prevent them 
from inverting the place ; but as he was infe- 
rior in numbers to his enemies, he was. de- 
feated at the firft onfet; and having loft, 
about forty of his men in the fkirmifli, he 
was taken prifoner. They treated him in 
the raoft outrageous manner. The Arabians 
had a great veneration for their beards, a 
greater injury could not (m their opinion) be 
done them than to cut them off: and Aiefha's 
party, that they might add a kind of tor- 
ment to the injury, tore out by the roots, 
hair by hair, the beard and eyebrows of the 
unfortunate governor. They kept him pri- 
foner during a fhort time, after which they 
fet him at liberty, as ah example to all fuch 
as fhould dare to make refiftance. 
fcmSesSic Whilft Othman was in confinement, Am- 
inhabitants mar his deputy undertook the defence of 
to found thw t k e c j t ^ an( j p re p ar ed to face the enemy. 

But as he well knew that divifions reigned 

amongft 
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amongft the inhabitants of Baforah, he was Al1 - 
firft defirous to found how they ftood af- J^. a | 6 * 6 
fe&ed towards their countrymen who were 
come in an hoftile manner to attack them. 

He therefore called the inhabitants to the 
mofque to hold a confutation. One of them 
ftood up and fpoke in the following terms. " If 
thefe people come hither out of fear, they 
come from a country where a bird may be 
fafe. If they make inquiry for the blood of 
Othman, we did not kill Othman ; Where- 
fore take my advice, and fend them back to 
the place from whence they came ; for furely 
the caufe of their coming hither is different 
from what they pretend." 

That orator would probably have enlarged 
on the motives which he prefumed had en- 
gaged Ai'eflia and her confederates to un- 
dertake that expedition ; but the people did 
not give him time. So great a tumult arofe 
that no meafures could be refolved on; 
and thereby it was perceived, that the inha- 
bitants were at great variance with each 
other. 

In the mean time Ai'efha and her train ^ de P l, ^ tion 
drawing nearer the city, fome of the moft mo- € ft| a# P 
derate amongft the inhabitants went out to 
her, to know why fhe had raifed fuch great 
difturbances in her own country. A'iefha, 
with a loud ftirill voice, harrangued the de- 
puties and all the reft of the inhabitants 
prefent in a long fpeech; but whether fhe 
4id ppt exprefs herfelf clearly, or whether 

C 4 paffion 



24 The HISTORY of 

Al *• paffion prevented them from putting a proper 
Ch^^ conftruftion on what £he uttered, they differ- 
ed in opinion touching her difcourfe. Some 
faid (he had fpoken well, the oppofite party 
gave them the lye; and from words they 
came to blows; But the combat was not 
very dangerous, for they only threw the gra- 
vel and pebbles at each other. 

When the difpute was a little over, one 
of the Arabs approaching Aiefha, fpoke to 
her in a very rational manner touching the 
ftep (he had taken. " O mother of the 
faithful," faid he, €< the murdering of Othman 
was a thing of lefs moment than thy coming 
out from thy houfe upon this curfed camel. 
God hath beftowed on thee a vail and a pro- 
tection : but thou haft rent the vail, and fet 
the protedion at nought. The fame perfonfc 
that now are witneffes of thy quarrelling 
here, will alfo be witneffes of thy death. If 
thou cameft to us of thine own accord, re- 
turn back to thine own houfe 5 if thou waft 
brought hither by force, call for afliftance, 
and thou fhalt find Muflulmen enough to 
conduft thee home with all honour and 
fafety." 

Another of the inhabitants, with defign 
to upbraid the prophet's wife for having, 
againft the modefty of her fex, put herfelf 
at the head of an army, came up to Tellah 
and Zobeir, and told them he perceived they 
had brought their mother with them, and 
aiked if the officers and foldiers had not alfo 

brought 
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brought their wives to accompany them Ali - 

upon that expedition. cJ ? 6*6 

This reproach bore hard on A'iefha and ** r * s " 
all her retinue; who at the fame time were JJjJ^Ijj re- 
fer from being pleafed with the firft ha- voiters and 
rangue. though they had not even a plaufi- ** inhabi- 
pie anfwer to give either to the one or the rah# 
Other ; infomuch that invedtives foon enfued, 
which were followed by blows. The action 
was bloody, many being killed on each fide. 
The next day it was renewed f but the troops 
of Aicfha fuftained the greateft lofs. 

It may be truly faid, that hitherto the 
parties had fought without fcarce knowing 
why. Some of the mod difpaffionate of the 
inhabitants of Baforah, demanded a fufpen- 
fiorl of arms till the return of the deputies 
they were about to fend to Medina, to make 
a proper enquiry about the caufe of the pre- 
fent quarrel. 

Aiefha and her adherents accepted the pro- The tevotan 
pofel of the inhabitants j but as the turbu- JJ^Jfcj^ 
lent difpofition of her adherents prevented the governor, 
them from remaining long inactive, they de- 
signed to feize Baforah by furprize : and in 
order to forward the fuccefe of their intended 
enter prized they propofed to get the perfon 
of the governor into their hands. 

Othman Ebn Hanif, whom they had fa 
injnrioufly treated at the firft attack of Bafo- 
rah, was ftill governor of that city, into 
which he retired after his enlargement, and 
which he was now preparing to defend in the 

beft 



2 6 The HISTORY of 

Alt - beft manner he could. To him they fent a 

c\^7ul%. me ^ cn g er » requefting that he would come to 
" their camp, in order to confer with Ai'eflia. 
But it may be reafonably fuppofed that confi- 
dering the bafenefs of their late conduit, he 
had no inclination to put himfelf again into 
their power, by yielding to an invitation which 
he alfo concluded to be a frefti inftance of 
their treachery. However it did not appear 
from the anfwer he returned, that he enter- 
tained the leaft fufpicion of their defign, for 
he alledged as a reafon why he declined the 
conference, the convention that had been fti- 
pulated for a fufpenfion of all hostilities on 
both fides, till the deputies fhould return, 

Tellah and Zobeir, being highly vexed at 
miffing their aim, refolved to make themfelves 
amends by feizing the city itfelf, which they 
confidered to be an important poft that might 
ferve their party as a place of arms. 

They take Taking advantage of a dark and tern- 

e a ^* peftous night, they furprized the city, and 
lodged themfelves in the mofque. Othman did 
prodigies of valour in attempting to diflodge 
them ; but as he had not a fufficient number 
of troops, he was obliged to retreat. And 
the enemy, encouraged by fuccefs, purfued 
and pu(hed him very hard. The governor, 
who had but an handful of foldiers about him, 
for a long time defended himfelf with great 
bravery ; but at laft refiftance became vain, 

and he was fei?ed by the enemy. 

» 

So 
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So foon as he was taken prifoner, word was A L *• 
fent to Aie(ha, to know which way ^q^^ 3 ^ 6 
Would pleafe to difpofe of him. The firft 
fentence (he pronounced was death ; but at 
the interceffion of one of her attendants, who 
adjured her in the name of God, and the 
companions of the apoftle, not to kill him, 
the fentence was changed into forty ftripes, 
and imprifonment. 

So foon as full pofleffion was taken of the 
new conquered city, Aiefha, together with 
Tellah and Zobeir, the leaders of the party, 
made their publick entry therein. They 
ftrove to gain the afFedtions of the people, 
and to prevail on them unanimoufly to declare 
againft Ali, whom they had devoted to de- 
ftruction. 

We fhall now return to Medina, where Ali The Caliph 
was endeavouring to fix the inhabitants more ** h ?^? the 

~ 1 • t • • n tt 1 1 j t Medimansto 

firmly in his lntereit. He looked upon the rife up in his 
Medinians to be his firmeft friends 5 for as defc nce. 
his eledtion was the work of their hands, he 
expected they would exert themfelves to fup- 
port it. He made a fpeech to the people at 
a general *afiembly held in the mofque. He 
loudly and warmly declaimed againft the pre- 
fomptuous defigns of the rebels, who refufed 
to acknowledge him as fovereign, and there- 
by manifeftly controverted their right of con- 
ferring the crown. He exhorted them not to 
Overlook fo great an infult, and aflured them 

that 
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Al '• that God would diredt and help them in their 

SK! ti affairs - 

Though Ali was well beloved of the peo- 
ple, though they well knew, he was fairly 
elected, and though he was allowed to be the 
be ft orator of the age, yet his harangue was. 
far from having the defired effeft. Inftead 
of loud acclamations, and that readinefs which 
he expe&ed his friends would have fhewn to 
take up arms without delay, and which was 
fo neceflary in order to prevent the. fpreading 
of the revolt; he had the mortification to 
find an univerfal filence and backwardnefs 
amongft them, the fear of a civil war feem- 
ing to have tyed up their tongues, as well as 
frozen their zeal for his caufe. 

Ziyad-ebn-Hantelah, a perfon of emi- 
nent rank and diftinguifhed valour, was fo 
moved ^t the indifference fhewn by his coun- 
trymen, that he voluntarily ftepped up to Ali 
and faid, u Let whofoever will hold back, we 
will be forward/ 1 

This ftep of Ziyad made a ftrong impreft 
fion upon the minds of the whole affembly. 
They were inwardly vexed that they had 
not fhewn the fame courage. Infenfibly a 
murmur arofe in behalf of the Caliph, and 
they feemed inclinable to join in his defence j 
but many of them were prevented by the 
reports which Aiefha and her party had art- 
fully propagated touching the death of the 
laft Caliph, not that they generally believed 
him to be guilty of fo heinous a crime •, hut 

the 
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the very imputation of it made them back- Al *« 

ward to declare in his favour. cS^mt 6% 

But this impediment was foon removed. ' ' ^ J ' 
Two of the religious anfars, who were doc- 
tors of the muffuhnan law, and held in great 
€(leecn on account of the integrity of their 
lives, flood up in the mfclft of the afTembly, 
and loudfy jyoiaQunced that " The * imam 
Qthiaan, matter of the two teftimonies, did 
not die by the mafter of the two teftimo- 
nies. *j~" Meaning that Ali was not guilty of 
of the death of Othman. 

So folemn a decifron caufed all their fcru- 
pjes to vanifli. Abu Kotadad, an anfar of 
great diftin&ion, drawing his fword and £bew~ 
ing h to the people* faid, " The apoftle of 
God, upon whom be peace, girt rnc with 
this fword, which I have fheathed a long 
while 1 but it is now high time to draw it 
againft thefe . w^ked meij who are always de- 
ceiving the people/ ' 

All diftindtioa ot" party being now at an 
end, and the inhabitants of Medina unani- 
< inoufly refplyed- to march out in defence 
of the Caliph; Ali, well pleafed with the 
favourable fefolutions of the people, was 

t 

* Imam, In Arabic, fighifies a Head or pontiff, and is the 
fame amongft the Mahometans as a bifhop or parifh pridft 
amongft the^Chriffiaas. They gave the Caliphs the title of 
Imams, becaufe they were fupreme both in fpirituals and 
temporals. l 

■ r f The mafter of the two teiimonies, fignifies the Caliph, 
as head of the muffulman religion, which conMs in thefe two 
fundamental points : " There is but one God. Mahomet 
it the apoftle of God." 

defirous 
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Au - defirous of- marching after Aieftia aricl* hit 

"0^0*6 6 P art y» * n hopes °f preventing the rebels frorrt 
* # , ' getting pofleffion of Baforah > to which end 
he departed from the city at the head df 
about nine hundred men. But being in* 
formed at a place called Arrabdah, that it 
would be in vain, he halted there, and feiit 
exprefles to different parts of his dominions, 
with orders that they fhould fend him fpeedy 
fuccours. During his ftay there he alio dip- 
patched Mahomet the fon of Abu beef e, and 
Mahomet the fon of GiafFer, withinftru&ionfc 
to treat with the inhabitants of Cufah, aijd 
to obtain from thematimely reinforcementof 
troops ; but their embaffy was not attended 
^s^ rnor with fuccefs. The governor of Cufah*, 
fufes°to fend w ^° * n ^ e beginning of the troubles' had 
fuccours to fent him word that all Was. well in thoffe 
the Caliph. p arts> an j acquainted him with the particu- 
lars of all that concerned him there, per- 
ceiving how the face of things was changed, 
•and apprehenfive of the fuccefs of Aiefha 
and her afibciates at Baforah, began to be 
in fufpence, and treated Ali's envoys with 
great coldnefs ; and though they intreated 
him with the greateft earneftnefs, they "could 
not prevail on him to declare for the 
Caliph. 

The deputies finding that mtreaties flood 
them in no ftead, reproached him for his 
ingratitude and injuftice : but this only ferved 

* Abu Mufa. 

to 
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to difcover his ill-will towards Ali ; for he Atl - 
declared with an oath, that the affafiination ^®£ J 6 £ 
of Othman ftill hung over his own, as well 
as their matter's head $ and they were re- 
lblved not to ftir in the quarrel, unlefs com- 
pelled by abfolute neceffity, till they had 
cleared their hands of Othman' s murderers* 
The envoys being unable to obtain any other 
anfwer, fct out to join Ali, full of rage and 
vexation. 

They went to the camp at Arrabdah, ex- 
pecting to have found the Caliph there; 
but he had quitted it, and was marched 
nearer to Baforah, having been joined by 
a reinforcement which the tribe of Thai 
had fent him under a chief named Said-ebn- 
Obeid. And fhortly after, during his march, 
he received further fuccours from the tribe 
of Afed, which infenfibly increafed his 
little aripy, and infpired him with the moft 
fenguine hopes of fuccefs in his defigns. 

The deputies who returned from Cufah, 
came up with him at Dulkhar, at the very 
time when Othman, the governor of Bafo- 
rah, came to wait upon the Caliph, and 
give him an account of what paffed there. 
Ali, perceiving upon his vifage marks of 
the cruel treatment he had met with from 
Aiefha and her attendants, pitied his mis- 
fortune, and publickly bellowed high com- 
mendations on his fidelity and conftancy. 

The deputies he had fent to Cufah, then 
gave him an account of their negotiations. 

The 
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A «* The behaviour of Abu Mufa touched him 
Ifcgyra | 6 - to the quick; however this infulting anfwer 
ss * did not di&ourage him ; he fent other de- 
puties, who were as unfuccefsfiil as the for- 
mer ; and upon their return, he finally re- 
folved to fend his eldeft fon Hafan thither, 
together with Ammar-cbn-Yafar, (whom he 
appointed his colleague) with orders to make 
a frefh attempt, and to ufe all poflible means 
for bringing over to his fide the governor 
and inhabitants of that city. 

S£lSS£ Abu Mufa rcccived Hafan with great 

Cufians for marks of refpedt ; but when they came into 

the obtaining t h e mofque to debate the matter, he oppo- 

uccours. ^ . fc w j t j^ ^ e fame vigour as before, and 

exerted his utmoft to prevent the people from 
complying with Alis propofals. But things 
took a fudden turn ; for a tumult beginning 
to arife in the aflembly, Zeid-ebn-Sauchan 
ftood up, and produced a letter which he 
had received from Ai'efha, commanding him 
either to ftay at home, or to come to her 
afliftancc ; together with another to the 
Cufians to the fame effect. Having read 
it is a text in t h cm both to the people, he faid, " Aiefha 

the Koran. i i * t» j • 1 t_ r 

was commanded to abide in her houie, 

and we to fight till the fedition fhould be 
quelled. Now (he hath commanded us to 
do her part, and hath taken ours upon 
herfelf." 

The freedom with which Zeid had cen- 
fiired the conduct of A'iefha, provoked the 
oppofite party, who began to murmur and 

utter 
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titter inve&ives, and a warm debate enfued : An. 
but Hafan appearing inclined to fpeak to^sy ra | 6 ' 
the people, the tumult by degrees fubfided, ' 5 * 
and filence having been obtained* he arofe, 
and fpoke thus : " Your monarch," faid he, 
meaning the Caliph, <c requires your affift- 
ance, and it is both your duty and intereft to 
grant it him. Can you alledge any juft 
caufe for refufing it ? Can any man truly up- 
braid him with having (hewn a covetous in- 
clination, or with having perverted juftice ? 
Will any amongft you fay, that he hath intru- 
ded himfelf into the Caliphat, or is unworthy 
of that digity ? The rebels, indeed, pretend 
they have taken up arms to avenge the death 
of Othman : but be not deceived, O yt 
men of Cufah ; the -avenging Othman is 
but a pretext, the dethroning Ali is their 
real defign. Ali, who was unanimoufly 
chofen at Medina, and to whom Tellah and 
Zobeir, that now head' the rebels, took the 
oath of allegiance." 

This harangue had a greater cffedt than 
all the preceding negotiations. The Cufians 
were moved at the perfections the Caliph 
fufFered. Hafan, who was attentive to all 
that paired at the aflembly, plainly faw the 
temper of the people, and, by his affable 
and condefcending behaviour during his fhort 
ftay in that ; city, intirely fixed the inhabi- 
tants in his intereft. When he took his 
leave, he told them he was going to his fa- 
ther ; that he. would acquaint him with their 

Vol. II. D good 
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Ali - good intentions towards him, and give him 

c££££ |^ hopes they would be fpeedily carried into 

" execution; The Cufians having exprefled a 

defire of marching forthwith in defence of 

their fovereign, Hafan declared how greatly 

he was obliged to them for their readinefs, 

and at his departure told them, that fuch as 

thought fit to follow him, would do an e£ 

fential fervice to the ftate, and he (hould 

think it an honour to march at their head. 

The Cufians The promifes of the Cufians were foon 

fir Ac aT ^rc^d into effe£t, and about nine thoufand 

Uph. of them began their march. Hafan, who 

was equally furprized and pie&fed at the fuc~ 

cefs of his negotiation, forthwith difpatched 

a meffenger to the Caliph, to inform him 

of fo happy an event. 

This important news filled Ali and his 
party with joy. The higheft encomiums 
were beftowed on the zeal of the Cufians ; 
and in order to fhew his gratitude, the Ca- 
liph marched forwards, and met and wel- 
comed them. He harangued the new re- 
cruits with his accuftomed eloquence ; and 
after having greatly praifed their valour, for 
tyhich they had been diftinguifhed on fo 
many occafions, and particularly at the time 
they conquered Perfia, he addreffed them in 
the following terms, in relation to the pre- 
fent pofture of affairs : 

" I have called you hither, (faid he) brave 
Cufians, to be witnefles between us and our 
brethren of Baforah. It is my intention to 

make 
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toiake ufe of gentle means, in hopes of bring- A 1 1. 
ing them to their duty without the fhedding ^By 1 * 3& 
Of muflulman blood. Andifanyamongftyou " ' 5 
maintain a corrcfpondence, or have an in- 
tereft in the place, I intreat that you will 
labour with me in bringing about an ac- 
commodation ; for I here openly declare, I 
prefer peace to all the advantages that may 
be gained by arms: fince on which fide 
foever the fortune of war declares, the por- 
tioil of the fubjedl is certain defolation." 

The lbud acclamations uttered by the 
people on the concluding this harangue* 
cohvinced the Caliph that he might rely on 
their favourable difpofkions. Ali therefore 
fhortly began his march to find out the 
tebels. 

• On receipt of this news, Aieftia and heir 
party in Baforah began to be in no fmall 
perplexity. But when they faw the Caliph 
appear with his army, and pitch his camp 
near the wills of the city, they feemed to 
be in a dcfpairing condition. The rebels 
having held feveral conferences in a very 
tupiultuous manner, Tellah and Zobeir re- 
folved to have an interview with Ali, in ordef 
to compromife matters upon the beffc termS 
they could procure. 

Ali, who breathed only peace, readily Conference 
agreed to confer with them. At the firftj^|^4 fi 
interview the Caliph fpoke to them with ° ** 
great moderation ; however in fuch terms as 
ftianifefted their infidelity and perfidjoufnefs 5 

Da in 
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At i. in a word, their rebellion, for which he ha4 

SN^ 1 * l 6 i not g* ven t ^ lcm ^ e ^ ca ^ caufe. 

Ch. «. 656. <c Remembcr ;> faid he to Zobeir, " wh# 

pafled between the prophet, you and me, 
when he afked you, if you did not love his 
dear fon Ali. You anfwered, Yes ; and he 
replied, Notwithftanding this, a day wi|l 
come when you {hall rife up againft him, 
and be the occafion of great miferies both 
to him and ali the Muffulmen." 

Zobeir, being equally moved at the mo- 
deration with which the Caliph fpoke to 
him, and the reproach of having been falfc 
to that friendfhip he had fworn even in the 
prefence of Mahomet, anfwered with a great 

foivcs^tolay ^ ew °^ co* 1 * 1 ^* 011 : u J well remember it ; 
down hit and had I recollected my promife before, J 

would never have borne arms againft yqu.*' 
Upon this he retired, and refolved that what 
turn foever affairs Should take, he would no 
more oppofe Ali. 

But the envenomed Ai'efha never ceafed 
till fhe had brought him back to the former 
refolutions fhe had inftilled into him : and 
that fhe might have no future caufe to fear 
the unfteadinefs of that MufTulman, fhe pre- 
vented his having any more interviews with 
the Caliph. And as Zobeir exprefTed great 
uneafinefs on account of the oath of alle- 
giance he had taken to Ali at the time of his 
inauguration, * fhe bad him expiate his oath, 

* Ockley, in his Hiftory of the Saracens, vol. II. fol. 42, 
fays/ It was the opinion of fome that Abdollah, the fon of 
Zobeir, gave his father the hint. 

which 
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W&ch he performed by*fettinga flave at Ali - 
liberty. By means of this expedient, Zo- q^£ L& m 
beir again joined the rebels, and bore arms 
againft Ali, at the battle which was fought 
fhortly after. ' 

All the conferences that had pafled were 
friiitlefs. In vain did the Caliph, who had 
reafon and juftice, as well as a numerous 
afmy on his fide, take meafures to bring 
about a reconciliation ; the turbulent Ai'efha 
Would not liften to his terms, and defeated 
all his meafures, infomuch that they were 
at* laft forced to have recourfe to a decifive 
adtion. 

The two armies drew up in order of bat- 
tle, and lay on their arms oppofite each 
other. Aieflia, in order to give vigour and 
courage to her friends, mounted her great 
camel, and was carried up and down the 
battle in a litter made like a cage. So foon 
as the fignal was given, both fides engaged 
with equal fury and bravery. The battle 
was very bloody, and for a long time victory 
feemed doubtful to which party fhe fhould 
favour. But on the death of one of the 
rebel generals, Ali's troops had a manifeft 
advantage, 

Tellah, one of the chief commanders, Tellah is kil- 
finding the ardour of his troops greatly led# 
abated, ufed his utmoft efforts to encourage 

• This was the method ufed by the Muffulmen to expiate 
an oath which they were unwilling to keep, or whkh would ' 
prejudice them to obferve. 

D 3 them* 
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A*-' 1 - them. Merwan, who was then with Allj 

cK* 1 6 6 ob ^ erved him > a P^ faid > " Behold a traytor and 
5 murderer of Othman, who, in hopes of bet-* 

tering his condition, now appears the fore-? 
moft amongft thofe that feek to revenge his 
blood ; but I {hall flop him in his career." 
And with thefe woxds he let fly an arrow 
which mortally wounded Tellah in the thigh. 
He was forthwith carried out of the battle to 
a houle in Baforah, and his wound dreffed* 
but he was foon fenfible he had not long ta 
live. A fhort time before he died, he faw 
one of Ali's men (who had probably been 
taken prifoner,) and being informed that he 
belonged to the emperor of the faithful, 
<c Give me your hand then," faud he, " that I 
may put mine into it ; and by this adtion re- 
new the path of fidelity which I have already 
made to Ali." Which words were no fooner 
out of his mouth than he expired, 

When this was told to Ali, he returned 
thanks, and faid, " God would not call hirn 
to heaven till he had blptted out the firft breach 
-. . . of his word "by thislaft prpteftation of fictelity/* 
The death of All was at the fame time informed that Zo- 
beir, another commander of the rebels, had alfb 
loft his life. It has been bbferVed that after 
his interview with the'Caliph he had fuflfered 
himfelf to "be fediiced by Aiefha, apd had 
again taken up arms again ft Ali ; but as the 
two krriiies were'Pn the point of erigagirig, h6 
was feized with fame frefh fcruples, having 
♦been informed that a famous Muffulmat>> 

*name$ 
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named Ammar-ebn-Yafler was in Ali'scamp, Ali - 
and recolle&ing he had formerly heard Maho- §f^ | A 
met fay, that Yafler was fogreatalover of equi- 
ty and juftice, that the party he fhould efpoufe 
would be the honeft one: the idea fo affected 
him, that he filendy withdrew out of the battle, 
and went towards Mecca. Being come as far 
as a valley, crofled by a rivulet called Sabaa, 
he met an arabian detachment commanded by 
Hanaf-ebn-Kais, who had fided with neither 
party, and knowing they were ready to come 
to blows, was encamped there with his men, 
attending the fuccefs of the battle, with an 
intent to join the conqueror. 

It appears however from the relation of 
Mirkoud, a perfian hiftorian, that Hanaf 
was much more inclined to the Caljph than to 
the other party : for feeing Zobeir at a dis- 
tance, who was coming towards him, and to 
whofe treachery he was no ftranger, he asked 
his men, if there was nobody that would un- 
dertake to give him a good account of Zobeir? 

Amru-ebn-Giarmouz ftepping out underr 
took the commiffion, and immediately rode 
up to Zobeir, who bad him keep his dis- 
tance ; but after a fhort converfation growing 
into greater confidence of Zobeir, they both 
alighted fropi their horfes. Whilft they were 
converfing on what paffed in the Caliph's ar- 
my, Zobeir cryed out, Salat, that is to prayers, 
(for the hour of prayer was come) and as he 
proftrated himfelf to pray, Amru feized the 
opportunity, and with one blow of bis ci- 
.me^er fevered his head from his body, 

D 4 That 
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Ali * That Muffalman inftead of carrying the 

Ch^ a 6 6 '6 ^ ea ^ t0 ^* s ^P^ * as ^ e was or d erc d to do, 
'**' 5 " ran inftantly to the Caliph's army,, at the time 

* Zo^'s* v ^ or y h a( * declared in favour of Ali. Amru 
death, flattered himfelf that by prefenting to the 

Caliph the head of fo confiderable an enemy, 
he fhould enhance the advantages the Caliph 
had obtained. But Ali, far from teftifying 
the leaft fatisfa&ion, could not help fhedding 
tears at the fight. He fpoke very harfihly to 
Amru, and even threatened him with hell. 
And he who had expe&ed an ample recom- 
pence, was aftoniflied at fuch a rate to fee the 
matter take fo different a turn, that laying afide 
all refpedt he faid to the Caliph, " You are the 
evil genius of the MufTulmen ; if one delivers 
you from your enemies, you immediately 
threaten him with hell: and if a man 
kills any of your adherents, he becomes in- 
ftantly a companion of the devil. And fo 
great was the rage of Amru that without 
uttering another word he drew his fword, and 
plunged it in his own breaft. 

By the death of Tellah and Zobeir, and 
the utter defeat of the rebels, Ali's vidtory was 
compleat. And he had no longer reafon to 
fear any oppofition from enemies in the heart 
of his dominions; Ai'elha herfelf was made 
prifoner ; vain had (he attempted to efcape 
amongft the runaways $ * her camel having 

been 

* 

* So long as Aieflia's camel flood on his legs the hotteft 
•f the battle was about him. Tabu fays that threefcoreand 

ten 
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been hamftrirlged in the heat of the adtfSn, Ali, /; 
fhe was obliged to lye upon the field till the chf^* 6c6. 
battle was over, and there the Caliph had an 
interview with her. 

The conference began with mutual re- Conference 
proaches. However, Ali in the end treated her ^J^bu 
with great civility andmoderatiofi, ahddifmifled 
her to Medina with a very good equipage 
commanded by his two fons. He required her 
to remain in her houfe, not to intermeddle 
any more with ftate affairs, and particularly 
not to join for the future in any faftion, which 
would fpare her the fhame of refleding upon 
herfelf for having been a fecond time the au- 
thored of fuch difturbances as fhe had already 
occafioned, to the great detriment of her 
country. , 

After the departure of A'iefha, Ali having 
given orders for collefting all the booty taken 
from the enemy, took a refolution to difpofe 
of it in fuch a manner as was likely to gain 
the love of all the army $ for he dire&ed that 
a * confiderable part of it fhould be divided x 
amongft the reprefentatives of -f fuch of his 
foldiers as had been killed in the battle. And 
having conftituted Abdallah-ebn- Abbas gover- 
nor of Baforah, in a ihort time he departed 
from that city. 

ten men's hands were cut off that held his bridle. And Al- 
exia's litter was (luck fo full of arrows and javelins, that it 
looked like a porcupine. Ockley's Life* of Ali, fol. 46, 

* Ockley fays aU the booty. Ibid. 

t They did not exceed one thoufand. Ibid. 

The 
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All The Caliph went to Cufah, where he 

Cfefar! 656. ^^ ^ e ^ cat °f k* s empire. Meaning by 
-t . r ,. that honourable mark of diftin&ion to teftify 

Ail fixes IllS 

icfidence at his gratitude for the fervices done him by the 
Cnfeh. inhabitants of that city, to whofe afliftance 
and valour, he confefled, he was indebted for 
the victory he had juft obtained. 

uSl to This 8 reat fuccefs havin S rendered Ali ex- 
acknowledge ceeding powerful, he feemed to be no longer 
KmforCa- apprehenfive of any moleftation from Moa-* 
^* wiyah 5 he was unwilling at that time to at- 

tack the governor of Syria with open force, 
and overlooking the indecent treatment he had 
received from that Muffulman, on account of 
a letter he had formerly fent htm, he refolved 
to write to him a fecond time in hopes of pre- 
vailing with him to fubmit to his authority. 
Amrn fides Moawiyah for a time declined to fend any 
with Moawi- &tisfa6tory anfwer. He was unwilling to 
** take the leaft ftep without previoufly confttlt- 

ing Amru-ebn-al-As, that famous conqueror 
of Egypt, who having been appointed gover- 
nor of that province by Omar, had been 
deprived of, and afterwards reftored to it by 
Othman, and had been lately difmifled from 
that port by Ali. Moawiyah did not fail en- 
tering into a drift league with fo confiderable 
a malecontent, and they in concert ufed their 
utmoft efforts to protract the difbrders, that 
they might by degrees deprive the Caliph of 
the hearts of the people. Upon receipt, there- 
fore of Ali's letter, Moawiyah communi- 

cate# 
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totted the contents to Amru, and defired Ati. 
he would inform him of his fentiments K^ 1 * I 6 ' 
upon the matter. And he at the fame time *** s 
aflured him, that he was ftill bent on reveng* 
ing the death of the Caliph Othman, that all 
Syria entertained the fame defign, and that 
he would do what in him lay to fpur them . 

on.. 

Amru was in Paleftine when he received 
Moawiyah's letter: It gave him the moft 
fenfible pleafure to find that governor ftill per- 
il ft ing in his refolutions to oppofe AIL He 
returned for anfwer that he foon propofed 
to fecond him, and heartily join in taking 
vengeance for the Caliph's death. 

He no longer bore in mind that Othman 
had formerly omitted no means of difcredit- 
iqg him, and that fo foon as he was elected 
Caliph, he had deprived him of the govern- 
ment of Egypt, to which he had feftored 
•him only on account of the then exigency 
of affairs, and of the great credit he was in 
amongft the Egyptians. When Ali afcended 
the throne, he forthwith again difmiffed him 
from that government, which ftep induced 
Amru to declare againft him, and to join 
with Mqawiyah in that fatal union which filled 
the muffulman empire with inteftine di- 
visions, and in the end deprived the Caliph of 
•his crown and life. 

The connections between Moawiyah and 
Amru, were greatly ftrengthened by the vic- 
tory Ail had juft obtained. They forefaw that 

if 
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A «- if they remained divided, the power he ha<f 

ck« a 6*6 g^^ by ^ uc ^ an advantage would enable him 
5 ' eafily to cruffi them both. But that by unit- 
ing their ftrength, the etoterprize would be 
attended with much greater difficulties; and 
it might even be prefumed, that two chief* 
tains equally renowned for their conquefb, 
and skill in politics, might be able to coun- 
terbalance the Caliph's authority, and in time 
effectually oUife his deftru&ion. 
Moawiyah During the time Moawiyah expefted the 
brings over arT ival of Amru, he ufed all poffible means 
lis party!" to to incenfe the Syrians agalnft Ali. He re- 
prefented him as the aflaffih of Othman, 
whofe death he was concerned to avenge, not 
only as he was a defcendant from Ommiyah, 
as well as the Caliph , but alfo out of grati- 
tude for the fignal feryice he had done him in 
beftowing on him the government of Syria, 
of which the new Caliph was bent to deprive 
him. 

It has appeared that Moawiyah had already 1 
raifed a confiderable body of troops more 
than fufficient to have faced the Caliph, at the 
time of the firft difturbances in Medina : but 
All's forces were fo much augmented fince his 
late victory, that it was unfafe to march out 
againft him, without having firft taken the 
utmoft precautions. Befides, Moawiyah was 
revolving in his mind an important fcheme 
which he could not carry into execution 
without a body of troops fufficient to fupport 

his ambitious defigns. 

For 
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For this caufe be ufed bis. utmoft effqrjs to A L I# 
gain the whole hearts of the people; *nda^ a | 6 : 
'without making the jeaft difcovery of thoijb * ' * 
^piotives which were the main fprings of Jijs 
conduit, he pretended that his only vie\jr 
^Was to reyenge the death of Othman. Thp 
.populace vbo bad teftified their afFeiJtiqn tp 
Jth^t Caliph at ,th? time his bloody ga^ipen^s 
were difplayed'in public, gave frefh proo|s 
,bf * their regard for him jvhen Moawiyah ha- 
jangued t^em on the fame fubje<3 in thp 
chief mofque of D^mafcus. 

He loudly apcufeB Ali of having facri£eed 
pthman to his ambitious views of obtaining 
the ttrone. He averted that the eledtipn qf 
the ne\y Caliph had not been confirmed by 
,the voices of the people ; that he had com- 
mitted outrages on feveral of the Muflulmen, 
to force them to pay him homage $ that Tel- 
lah and Zobeir having protefted againft hip 
election, he had purfued them fword in hand* 
and having obtained a vi&pry over thofe no- 
ble defenders of the blood of Othman, ^nd 
the liberties of their country, he had pre- 
fumed to iU treat the widow of the prophet j 
that indeed he bad npt taken away the life of 
the mother of the faithful, but that his pre- 
tended moderation was owing to his appre- 
hensions of fijrring up the whole natioij 
againft him : and in a word, that the trium- 
phant Caliph was preparing to march intp 
Syria in order to deprive him of his govern- 
ment. 

This 
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Ali - This fpeech, which he uttered with gte^t 

Ch^Vcl ve hemence, made an impreffion on the minds 

of his auditors, and a murmuring was heard 

in the aflembly which feemed to foretel the 

concurrence of the people. He feized the 

lucky moment, and ftill the more to move 

them cried out, " Syrians, will you fprfake 

me in fo juft a caufe? if I avenge the death 

of Othman by (bedding every drop of my 

blood (if need fo require,) fhall not I revenge 

the death of your fovereign, who Was your 

benefa&or, your father, &c." 

Amro ar- This harrangue was broke off by the arri- 

m&»L a " va * °f Amru, who fuddenly marched into 

Damafcus at the head of a body of troops 
which he brought to join Moawiyah. It is 
afferted that this unexpected arrival had been 
artfully concerted by the two captains, with 
a view that the people, already deeply affedted 
by Moawiyah's fpeech, might by their accla-> 
mations {hew their approbation of the fcene 
that was ^bout to pafs in their prefence. 

So foon as Moawiyah was informed of 
Amru's arrival, he defcended from the pulpit 
to go and meet him, and was followed by 
the whole aflembly. On his way he told 
fuch as were about him that Amru's arrival 
was miraculous ; and that he <iould not ac* 
count for his having been fo expeditious : in 
this manner he advanced to the principal 
fquarc, oppofite the mofque, where he found 
Amro. 

• The 
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Hie people were all in amaze to fee him *"• 
fall proftrate at Moawiyah's feet; but how£h?£*& 
great was their aftonifhment when they heard M .. % 
Amru acknowledge him for* Caliph, and a cknow3w|g! 
take the oath of allegiance to him. How- «i Calif*, 
ever the fpedators were too much warmed 
with what had already patted, not to follow 
this example. In fliort, they proclaimed him 
with a kind of frenzy, and the whole city of 
Damafcus was filed with tumultuous acclama- 
tioos in behalf of the new Caliph. The 
news of this extraordinary inauguration foon 
reached all the other cities of Syria, and each of 
them envied the good fortune of Damafcus, 
which, by this event, would become the 
capital of the muflulman empire. He kifaw 

AH .was not long a ftranger to thefe extra- Ali *f 
ordinary emotions $ but he muft have been evenU 
fenfibly touched at the infulting manner in 
which Moawiyah communicated the trans- 
action to him. That governor kept the Ca- 
liph's courier at Damafcus till the time of 
the revolution, and when it had happened, 
he fent for the courier, and delivered to 
him the pacquet, which informed his mafter 
of the fatal blow juft given to his authority. 

This refolution was by fo much the more 
formidable, as Moawiyah * had gained the 
greateft reputation among thofe he governed:, 
befides, Syria was a very extenfive province* 

* AW 1 Pharagius fays that they did not fwear to him bjr 
(he title of Caliph, but only of Emir. J 

and 
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AhU and capable of receiving affiftance from fo* 

Ch 8 ^ 6*6 re ^ nefs » ty means of its fea ports on the 
" Mediterranean. 

^'X£e- AH, without delay, ftrpve to reduce the 

lj^ # e r " rebels to a juft fenfe of their duty by ufing 
gentle means ; he prom i fed them a general 
pardon, andan act of oblivion, but all in vain. 
At length, negotiations proving ineffectual, 
he found himfelf under a neceffity of taking 
contrary meafures, and of ufing force, to 
obtain that which moderation could not 
effedt. He therefore departed from Cufah 
at the head of ninety thoufand men, and 
marched towards Syria. 

On his arrival upon the frontiers of that 
province, he halted fome time to refrefli his 
troops, greatly fatigued by their march. And 
there, according to the relation of arabian 
hiftorians, an extraordinary event happened, 
which greatly augmented the love and refpeft 
they bore to the Caliph. 

He difcovcrs i n the place where Ali encamped, water 

JMte u 1 feiled hin V an . d he fent into *** nci g hb ? ur - 
troops with hood to inquire out a perfon, who might 

water. fhew them a well or ciftern capable of fup- 

plying his army. They brought before him 

an old hermit, whofe cell was not far from 

the camp ; and the Caliph having interrogated 

him, he anfwered that he knew of no more 

than one ciftern, which might contain about 

two or three buckets of water; but he at 

the fame time give them to under ftand, that 

there were means of finding greater plenty. 

Whereupon 
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"Whereupon the Caliph replied, that he knew Aw. 
the ancient patriarchs had digged wells there- Hc gy ra 3 6 * 
abouts ; but the difficulty was to find them, Ch ' *** 6s6 * 

The hermit laid he had been informed by 
fome ancient men, that there was a well ; 
but that the mouth of it was clofed by a 
ft one of an enormous fize ; that no man 
knew where it lay ; and the tradition of the 
country was, that no perfon could find and 
open it, but a prophet, or one fent by a 
prophet. 

Ali forthwith caufed his men to dig in a 
fpot which he pointed out to them $ and not 
ikr from the furfaqe they found the huge 
Hone mentioned by the hermit, which the 
Caliph removed with the greateft eafe imagi- 
nable. 

The hermit furprized at the fight, fell at 
All's feet, acknowledged him to be a pro- 
phet, and by way of confirming the eminent 
title he had beftowed on him, ran to his celL 
whence he brought an old worn out parch- 
ment; which he laid was written by the 
hand of Simeon ben Safah, otherwife called 
Simon, the fon of Cephas, one of the apoftles 
of Jefus Chrift, wherein there was an account 
given of the coming of the laft prophet, and 
the miraculous difcovery of the well, and taking 
away the ftone, by his lawful fuccefibr. The 
credulous Mufliilmen looked upon the parch- 
ment as an authentic evidence which it would 
be criminal to difpute, and joined with Ali 
4 Vol. II. E in 
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Hegyra 37. 
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in returning thanks to heaven for fo wonder- 
ful an event. 

After Ali had given his troops fome time 
for refrefliment, and taken water fufficient 
for their ufe, he continued his march towards 
Seffein ; where he knew the enemy's army 
was ported *. The proximity of the two ar- 
mies did not occafion any memorable aftion 
during the fpace of a year -, but after feveral 
fruitlcfs conferences in order to an accomoda- 
tion between the parties, many fkirmifhes. 
happened between fmall bodies of troops on 
each fide, which were from time to time fent 
out to fcour the country; it.feemingas if the 
two chiefs were afraid of hazarding a general 
engagement. 

However, in a fhort time, as many men 
were killed in the -j* feveral flprmifhes, as if 
a pitched battle had been fought. Ali loft 
£ five thoufand men, the moft illuftrious of 
whom was Ammar-ebn-YafTar, Ali's general of 
of the horfe. He had been prefent with Ma- 
homet in feveral battles, at which he had done 
him fignal fervice, and had acquired a great 
reputation amongft the Muflulmen : he was 
about ninety years of age when he was 



<■ 
1 



* That army coMfted of eighty thoufand men. Ockley's 
hift. of the Saracens, vol. II. p. 50. 

t It is reported that in the fpace of one hundred and 
ten days there were no lefs than ninety fkirmifhes between 
them. Ibid. 

% Ockley fays, twenty five thoufand 5 and though he pro- 
duces no authority for the fame, yet, it is highly probable, from 
the nature of things, that his obfervation is right. Ibid. 

killed, 
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kitted, and hrs death was greatly lamented by Ali - 

* hema11 - 2fE£;. 

Upon the death of Ammar, AH with twelve . 
thoufand chofen men^ fo fiercely attacked re fur«tofight 
Moawiyah's army, that he tfhrew them into with Ali in 
the utmoft confufion. However, the Caliph, J^S le com * 
with a view to fpare the blood of his foidiers, 
challenged Moawiyah to a fingle combat, 
and offered that the conquerer fhould enjoy 
the whole : but the governor of Syria de- 
clined the combatj ipight of the remonftrances 
Of Amruj who declared he thought the pro- 
pofal very fair 3 and that he could not avoid 
accepting it. But Moawiyah fhewed him- 
felf to be* of a different opinion, for he 
faid that Ali never fought hand to hand but 
he killed his adverfary, and he had no incli- 
nation to undfergo the lame fate. But Amru 
ftill feprefenting to him that his reputation 
Would be blafled by fuch a refufal, Moawi- 
yah ki a rage at being fo hard driven, put an 
6nd tb the difcourfej and told Amru, he 
Wanted him out of the way that he might 
afterwards enjoy the government himfelf. 

Moawiyah, not chufing to engage perfb- 
nally at the head of his troops, kept himfelf 
cot of the reach of danger during the feve- 
fal fkirmifhes that paffed between the two 
armies after Ali's arrival. In thefe corhbats 
Moawiyah fuftained great lofs; which, ac- 
cording to the arabian hiftorians, amounted to 
forty five thoufand men. 

E 2 Ali 
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An. AH being encouraged by the daily advani 

ch^V 7# ta S es ^ e g a ' nec ^> was * n hopes of getting a 
•**• 57- com pj ea t vidtory, whether the enemy fhould 

refolve on fighting or retreating : but Moa- 
wiyah having called a council to confider 
what meafures were proper to be taken in 
their prefent unhappy fituation, they be- 
thought themfelves of a ftratagem likely to 
raife divifions amongft Ali's troops, and free 
themfelves from the difficulty. 
Stratagem The expedient was to fix books of the, 
ufed by Mo- K oran on t h e points of their lances, and cry 

Awivan to a- - * 

mufe the Ca- out > " This is the book which ought to decide 
liph's troops, all our differences ; and which prohibits the 
(bedding muffulman blood without caufe, as 
is now done." Moawiyah greatly relyitag on 
the fuccefs of this artifice, put it to the proof 
during an ad ion in which his troops were 
very hard preffed, and on the point of being 
utterly routed. He, at a proper opportunity, 
caufed the detachment, who bore the pikes 
I have mentioned, to advance ; apd fo foon 
as the Irakians, in whom the chief ftrength 
of Ali's army confifted, faw this, they gave 
over fighting, and required that they might 
retreat. Ali did all in his power to re-animate, 
his foldiers ; he reprefented to them that it 
was only an artifice of Moawiyah and Amru 
(who he faid had no relation to religion 
or the Koran) and fuggefted to them by de- 
fpair ; but fpight of his remonftrances they 
threw down their arms, and threatened not 
only to defert their general, but to deli- 
ver 
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ier him up into the hands of the enemy, if A*- 1 * 
he did not caufe a retreat to be forthwith **fgy ra 37- 

r t , Ch. «r. 6 c 7. 

iounded. 

Thus, by the tumultuous conduct of the 
bigotted Irakians, was Ali forced to retreat, 
at the very inftant he was on the point of 
eafily gaining a compleat victory. 

So foon as the battle was at an end, a ne- Propofal to 
gociation was fet on foot between the two ar«* ^™ n ^ s b 
mies, to determine the difference in an arnica- the opinion of 
ble manner, fince it was not thought proper arbitrators, 
to decide the matter by the fword. It was 
propofed, that according to the meaning of 
thd Koran, and the tradition of the apoftle, 
the whole fhould be referred to the arbitra- 
tion of two men, the one to be chofen by 
Ali, the other by Moawiyah. 
r This meafure having been refolved on, 
without Ali's knowledge or confent, they 
afked him if he approved of the expedient, 
Ali coldly anfwered, c • He that is not at lw 
berty cannot give his advice ; you may ma- 
nage this affair in fuch manner 4 as you think 
fit." It plainly appearing by the Caliph's an- , 
fwer, that he was in no wife fatisfied with 
the method propofed, they who had begun 
the negotiation, took every ftep in their 
power to terminate it; and of their own 
accord they nominated as arbitrator for Ali, 
Abu Mufa-al Afhari, an honeft well meaning 
man, but exceeding fimple. 

Ali had more reafons than one to difap* 
prove of him, for Abu Mufa had formerly 

E 3 Ali 
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Atr. fuffered himfelf to be drawn afide, and had 

Ch^r* I 7 ' forfa * cen thc Caliph's intereft. He mentioned 
.:?• 57: j^j s diflike of the man to the chiefs* of the 

Irakians, who had undertaken the manage- 
ment of the affair, and defired they would 
difmifs Abu Mufa, and appoint Abdollah- 
ebn-Abbas in his ftead : but he was an* 
fwered that he was his coufin german ? 
and they would have none but fi*ch a6 fhould 
deal impartially between him and Moa- 
wiyah. He then nominated Alafhtar, but 
they were refolved he fhould accept of Abu 
Mufa. 

On the part of Moawiyah was named as 
arbitrator, the famous Amru-ebn-al-As, de- 
fervedly reputed the moil: fenfible man of 
the age. The two referees took a fecurity^ 
figned by Ali and Moawiyah, and both the 
armies, for themfelves and their families, 
that all (hould contribute to their affiftance to 
ratify and confirm what they fhould agree 
ypon. 

So foon as the fecurity was figned, a treaty 
was drawn up, the title of which caufed 
much altercation. The fecretary had begun 
it with thefe words. " Ali, chief and com- 
mander general of the MufTulmen, agrees to 
a peace with Moawiyah upon the following 
terms." Moawiyah having read the title, 
refufed to fign the treaty, and faid, " I 
fhould be a very wicked man indeed, fhould 
I make war on him, whom I acknowledge 
to be chief and commander general of alt 

to 
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the faithful" Amru-ebn-al-As alfo difput- Ali - 
ed that title, and faid it ought to be hlot-^g^37. 
ted out. And on. the other fide, All's ad- ' *' m 
herents counfellcd him by no means to give 
it up. 

Ali knew not at firft what refolution to 
take in the affair, but he foon refolved to 
forego the title for the fake of peace, and he 
gave his reafons for fuch a refolution, in a 
conference he held on that fubjeft with 
Hanaf-ebn-Kais. 

" I remember, faid he, that when I was 
formerly fecretary to my father in law Ma- 
homet, I drew up articles of peace between 
him and Sohail, who had revoked againft 
him, in which I had intitled Mahomet the 
apoftle and meflenger of God. Sohail, fee- 
ing the title, refufed to fign the treaty, faying, 
if I had acknowledged your father in law to 
be the apoftle and meflenger of God, I 
fhould have had no peace to fign, for I 
would never have made war againft him. I 
acquainted Mahomet with this difficulty, who 
anfwered me, " Blot Gut the title forthwith j 
it iti no wife depends upon this treaty ; time 
will manifeft the truth of it; and remember 
that a day will come, When you will find 
yourfelf in the fame cafe." AH therefore 
obferving to Hanaf. that he. fhould advance 
the public tranquillity by foregoing the title 
on that occafion, declared that he thought 
himfelf under an obligation of complying ; 
and more efpecially as he was countenanced 

E 4 by 
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Alx: fey f venerable an example as that of his 
ChK- 37 ' father -iri-law, 

So foon as the difficulty was removed, the 

treaty was figned ; and in a (hort time Ali re- 
tired to Cufah, and Moawiyah to Damaicus, 
leaving each of them their army under the 
command of one of their generals, and as 
to things concerning religion they each ap- 
pointed an Imam. 
The manner The authority given to the arbitrators 
tw^Sitrt! having fpecified the * place of meeting to hold 
tors aa on their conferences, they arrived there fome 
that occafion. t j me a f t $ r the departure of Ali and Moawi- 
yah. Amru, who well knew the genius of 
his partner, treated him with the utmoft ci- 
vility and refpeft, and at laft had fo far infi* 
nuated himfelf into, and gained fo great cre- 
dit with Abu Mufa, as to perfuade him, that it 
would be utterly impracticable ever to bring 
matters to an accommodation without depo-r 
fing both the competitors, and leaving the 
choice of a third to the people, 

This important article once fixed, they 
returned each to his camp, and on the day 
appointed for publifhing their award, the 
troops of Ali and Moawiyah advanced near 
each other, and a tribunal was raifed between 
the two armies, from which each of the 
arbitrators was publicly to pronounce his 
award. 

* Dumat al Jondel, a place lying between Mecca, Cufah, 
and Syria, Ockley, vol. II. page 56. 

There 
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There was a kind of polite contention Ali - 
between them, touching which of the two q^^ % &* 
fhould fpeak firft. Abu Mufa would have 
yielded the honour to Amru; but he had 
his reafons for declining it, and feemed fo de- 
termined to give the other the preference, 
that at laft he was perfuaded to accept it. 
Abu Mufa therefore firft afcended the tribunal, 
and with a loud voice uttered thefe words : 
*' I depofe Ali and Moawiyah from the Ca- 
liphate, to which they both lay claim, in 
like manner as I take this ring from my 
finger :" and having made this declaration he 
immediately came down. 

Upon this Amru went up, and faid c * You 
have heard how Abu Mufa has on his 
part depofed Ali ; I, on my own part, de- 
pofe him alfo $ and I give the Caliphate to 
Moawiyah, and inveft him therewith, in 
like manner as I put this ring upon my 
finger : and this I do with the greater reafon 
and juftice, as he is Othman's heir and aven- 
ger, and the worthieft of all men to fucceed 

him/* . 

The friends of Ali, amazed at this extra- 
ordinary publication of the referees, com- 
plained grevioufly of the conduit of Abu^ Mu- 
fa, who, by way of exculpating himfelf, ac- 
cufed Amru of not having performed the 
agreements made between them. From com- 
plaints they came to ill language, and Abu 
Mufa, afhamed of his conduct, and juftly 
fearing Ali's difpleafure, befides not thinking 

himfelf 
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Am - himfelf fafe in the army, fled to Mgtca ; tod 
Hcgyra|7. ^ £ r i enc Js of Moawiyah, fenfible how ad- 

Cn. acr. 057. . . , J . * . f 

vantageous this determination was to theiti, 

refolved to fupport this ele&ion of their chief, 

with all their might* 

jufc of the At this time began that fo famous fchi6n 

tw©cn the" amon gft the Mahometans when the twopartks 

Maffulmen. not only curfed one another, but carried 

matters fo far as to come to a mutual fclemn 

excommunication, which was always pro~ 

nounced when they harangued the people in 

their mofques, and which was pradifed a 

long time by the descendants of All and Om- 

miyah, of which lad houie were Othman and 

Moawiyah. 

TheKarc- Whilft thefe things were tr&nfofting in 

pSy mt Ah ' S S 7 ria 3 with a view (as was pretended) of fet~ 

tling the tranquillity of the rnufTulman ftate, 

All, to his great grief, found himfelf defer ted 

by a feft, which till that time had appeared 

firmly attached to his intertfft. Thefe fe&a-i- 

ries were called Karejites,; and were a kind 

of thorough enthufiafts, who .acknowledged 

no authority but fuch as might beft promote 

their intereft. 

After AH had retired to Cufah, feme of 
the Karejites came to him ; they reproached 
him for having referred that to the judg-> 
ment of men, which ought to be decided by 
God alone: that inftead of obferving the 
. treaty he had imprudently entered into, he 
ought to purfae his enemies, who were alfo 
the enemies of God, without giving quarter* 

Ali 
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AU anfaerfld, d** having pligMed bis faith, .**•«• 
be thought himfelf obliged to keep it ; and JJ 8 ^* 37 ; 
that Ui fo doing he obeyed what the law of J '* 

God prefer ibed. But the Irakians replied, that 
there was no other judge or arbitrator be<» 
tween him and Moawiyah but God alone, 
that what he had done was a fin, and that he 
pqght to repent of it. 

Ali remoqftrated to them with great 
warmth, that if it was a fin, it lay at their 
own door, who had fhewn fo great in- 
conftancy and ftubbornnefs. He bid them 
remember that when Moawiyah caufed the 
Alcoran to be carried at the head of hi? 
juroy, he told them it was a meer artifice 
of the enemy, but that neverthelefs they had 
ceafed fighting without his orders ; and that in 
fhortit was highly injurious in them to urge hiajt 
to break a treaty which they themfelves had 
fossed him to fign, and which he could not 
Contravene without being guilty of perjury. 

The rebels, not in the leaft fatisfied with 
thefe reafons, urged what they had further to 
fay hy way of reply, and the conference ending 
in a quarrel, they openly revolted from Ali, 
and chofe for their captain Abdollah-ebn- 
Waheb, who appointed Naharwan (a town 
between Bagdat and Wafet, four miles eaft 
pf the river Tigris,) for the place of their 
rendezvous. Thither came all fuch as were 
difcontented with Ali, of which there was 
a great number from Cufah, Baforah, and 
other parts of Arabia* 

All's 
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A li. Ali's thoughts were at firft (o totally taken 

rZ^l 7 ' U P Wlt ^ Moawiyah, whom he confidered as 
. «r. 57- muc jj t Lj C more formidable enemy, that he 

Th ^P£ ach took little notice of the new formed party : 

doOriue, hut hearing that they were twenty five thou- 
sand men ftrong, and had by dint of the 
fword propagated doctrines which were abfo-* 
lutely contrary to the laws of Mahomet, he 
refolved to exterminate the fedt. 

Hcgyra 38. However, he firft endeavoured to gain 
* S • them by gentlenefs, and to bring them back to 
their duty by good advice ; but thefe means 
proving ineffectual, he put himfelf at the 
head of a numerous body of forces, and 
marched out againft them, and encamped 
within fight of the rebels tents, 

Ali difpcrfcs Before he began the battle, he made ufe of 
CJltes * this expedient, in hopes of bringing them to 
obedience : he caufed a ftandard to be planted 
at the head of his camp, with a writing fixed 
to the flag-ftafF, importing, that all fuch as 
fhould come under it fhould have good 
quarter ; and if any of them would return to 
Cufah, they fhould there find a fan&uary. 

He caufed the fame thing to be proclaimed 
by found of trumpet, and had the plcafure 
to find his ftratagem fuccefsful. The rebel 
troops foon difperfed themfclves; and of 
their numerous army only four thoufand men 
remained together : however, Abdollah was re- 
folved with this fmall number to fignalize 
his bravery by a defperate attempt. He at- 
tacked Ali's armies, notwithftanding the great 

inequality 
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inequality of numbers: but his rafhnefs was Ali - 
duly punifhed, for he and all his men were cut J5^ A 8 - 

• • • i u- u . Ui. aer. 658.. 

in pieces, except nine only, which was the 
very number Ali loft in the battle. 

This vidtory having re-united the Arabians Ali prepares 
under the government of Ali, he thought ^° ™** <* out 
his authority was well eftablifhed, and would JJjJ^ aa " 
have marched againft Moawiyah immediately 
after he had won the battle, in hopes that the 
news of his great fuccefs might have ftag- 
gered Moawiyah's party, and fmbothed the 
way to his gaining equal advantages in Syria. 
But his chief officers reprefented to him, 
that it would be proper to give the troops 
fome time for refreshing themfelves, and 
making due preparations for a war, which 
threatened to be of long continuance. Ali 
followed their advice, and formed his camp 
at Nakilah, near Cufah. There his troops 
had time to recover their fatigue, and there 
his army was confiderably ftrengthened by 
new recruits, whom he caufed to be well in- 

* * 

ftrudted in difcipline, in order to fit them for 
the trade of war. 

Whilft the Caliph was making ready his 
forces to a<9: againft Moawiyah, that formi- 
dable rival was ufing all poflible meafures to 
enable him to ftand his ground againft Ali, 
and to deprive him of *he obedience of fuch 
of his fubjefts as ftill remained firm in his in- 
tereft : in particular he ftrove to raife distur- 
bances in Egypt, which he brought about in 
a very artful manner. 

Egypt 
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A l u Egypt ftiir continued faithful to AK. Some 
Hegyra 38. confiderable emotions had indeed happeried in 

Ch.aer. 658. - . ^ t . . c ** . 

that province at the beginning 01 his reign : 
the Egyptians had infifted that he ought to 
punifh the aflaflins of Othman ; and he, un- 
willing to engage in fo nice an affair, having 
fhewn a great backwardnefs in complying 
with their requeft, they refufed to acknow- 
ledge Saad-ebn-Kais, whom he had* ap- 
pointed governor over them, in the room of 
Amru. 
Saad gains Their firft warmth being a little abated,- 

EfJJJS^ 8aad a & ain re ^ urned to E § y P tj and & ained P° r * 

mentin feflion of his government. That Muflul- 

^SH*- man was a man of confummate prudence 

and known fidelity, and behaved in hrs poft 

with fo much caution and fkill, that though 

there was in the province a numerous party 

of men totally devoted to Moawiyah, he not 

only found means to maintain Ali's authority 

without difpleafing his opponents, but alfo 

gained the good will of the greateft p&rt of 

them. 

He is fuf. The artful Moawiyah forefeeing that all his 

pefted by Ali, p ra &j<:es m that country would be fruitlefsj 

artifice of * whilft it fhould be under the conduct of fuch 

Moawiyah. a governor, refolved within himfelf to get 

Saad recalled. For which purpofe he caufed 

a report to be fpread over all Syria* that he 

was very well fatisfied in refpeit to Egypt, 

which he knew would declare for him in 

due time ; that this governor was his friend 

and a£ted in concert with him, and therefore 

had 
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had BOt attacked the party of the Othma- ALI - 
nian& ; that he could the more rely on him, as q^* |*^ , 
he afted with uncommon prudence ; and 
that they might boldly truft him with their 
moft important fecrets, without fear of his 
cKfclofing them. 

This report being firft fpread with a pre- 
tended 1 caution and referve, was foon propa- > 
gated in all parts. Moawiyah, who had his 
fpies and concealed friends even in Ali's 
court, found means to hint fufpicions of that 
governor's mifcondtid:, which they attempted 
to make appear from his moderate behaviour 
to Ali's enemies ; in a word they omitted no- 
thing capable of giving the Caliph an ill im- 
preffionofhim. 

The poft which Saad then poflefled was 
too lucrative not to roufe the defires of the 
greedy courtiers, many of whom induftri- 
oufly ftrove to forward the belief of this in- 
vidious accufation, with a view to ruin the 
governor, and enjoy his fpoils. By this ar- 
tifice was Ali deceived; they reprefented- 
Saad to him as a falfe traytor. It was with 
great difficulty he could believe the accufation 
true; but they whofe intereft it was that he 
fhould believe it, were fo indefatigable in Sa * dlB »- 

' • ^ called End I11& 

their applications and remoriftrances, that at government 
laft he recalled Saad from his government, g iven t0 Ma - 
and appointed Mahomet, thefon of Abubeker, hoInct, 
(the firft Caliph) in his ftead. 

The conduit of this new governor pro- 
duced juft fuch an effedi as Moawiyah hoped 

for 
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Ali; f or f r om the change. Mahomet thought he' 
q^£ | 8 ' 8 fhould recommend himfelf to Ali by treating 
" all his enemies, and above all thofe of the 
fadtion of Othman, with the utmoft rigour. 
This imprudent zeal exafperated the Egyp- 
• tians againft the new governor ; even thofe , 
who were Ali's fafteft friends could not help 
condemning the rigour with which he treated » 
the oppofite party. They forefaw with great 
grief that fuch a procedure would intirely dc- 
ftroy the Caliph's intereft ; and in a very fhort 
time the whole province was divided and at . 
war with each other, and their diffentions 
and diforders * were carried to the greateft . 
height. 
Malec Shu- Ali, being fpeedily informed how highly 
edhis f^ccrf. prejudicial it would be to his intereft in Egypt, 
for, is ptifon- fhould Mahomet be any longer continued, 
•*• governor of that province, appointed Malec 

Shutur (fometimes called Ufhtur Malec) to 
fucceed him, and reftore his authority there. 
It is highly probable that Malec was a man of 
no inconfiderable abilities, and it feems that 
Moawiyah was afraid his arrival in Egypt 
might ruin his projedt, for fo foon as he had 
notice of the fending this new governor, he 
dealt with a countyman that lived upon the 
confines of Arabia and Egypt, at whofe houfe 
Malec Shutur was to lodge, to give him 
poifon in the entertainment he had prepared 
for him. The peafant, who was a friend to 
Moawiyah, punctually executed his orders, 

and. 



the ARABIANS. 65 

and mvc him poifoncd honey to fup, of Ali - 
which he died in the houfe. S'T 1% 

Moawiyah having foon received the news, " **" 5 
which he expedted with the greateft impa-^ t ^ zcs 
tieace, difpatched in all hafte Amru-ebn-al-Moawiyalu 
As, with fix thoufand horfe, to take pofleffion 
pf the government of Egypt in his name. 
That general marched with fuch expedition, 
that in a few days he reached the capital city * 
where he joined Ben Scharig, chief of Oil- 
man's party, who waited only for a favour- 
able opportunity to retaliate on the governor 
the injuries he had done to the Egyptians. 
The two chiefs joined their forces, and march-* 
ed out in queft of the enemy. 

Mahomet, who retained the title and au- 
thority of governor for Ali, till another was 
fent to fucceed him, had collected as many 
troops as he could, in hopes of bridling the 
rebels, but thofe troops were not numerous 
enough to enable him to with (land fuch con- 
fiderable fuccours as were brought to them 
by Amru and Scharig : infomuch that having 
marched up to tjhofe two generals, to give 
them battle, ere they advanced farther into 
the country, he was beaten ; and, what added 
to his misfortune, he fell alive into his enemys 
hands, who quickly flew him, and inclofing Mahomet i* 
his dead body in the carcafs of an embowel- killed * 
led afs, (to (hew their deteftation of him for 
the cruelties he had inflidted on them) they 
burned it to afhes. 

Vol.. II, F Th€ 
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Am. The revolution of affairs caufed by the lofs 

cK 3 6 *$ of this battle > filled Ali with grief# Hc fcnt 
5 'for Abdallah ebn Abbas, from Baforah, of 

which city he was governor, that he might 
enjoy the pleafure of his converfation, and 
that they might together take fuch mea- 
fures as were moft proper in the melancholy 
fituation of his affairs. 

It is a little amazing thaj Ali did hot re- 
folve to make ufe of his numerous army, 
which was encamped at Nakilah, and had 
fully recovered their fatigue, and forthwith 
to march out againft an adttve enemy, who 
loft not a moment, and who being already 
mafter of Egypt, was on the point of enlarg- 
ing his conquefts : but Ali wafted his time 
in ufelefs conferences and confutations. Moa- 
wiyah, who was watchful to take advantage 
of all opportunities, was no fooner informed 
Hadramr °^ Abdallah's departure from Baforah, than 
takes Baforah he fent out t wo thoufand horfe, under the 
fey furprize. commanc [ f Hadrami, who advanced up to 

the city, and took it by furprize. Abdallah 
had conftituted Ziyad his lieutenant in that 
place : and the deputy not having troops fuf- 
ficient to withftand Hadrami, abandoned the 
town on the arrival of the enemy, and informed 
Ali how very neceflary it was to fend him 
fpeedy fuccours, that he might at leaft be able 
to' keep the field. 

The Caliph without delay caufed a confi- 
derable body of troops to march to his afli£ 

tance 
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tance which arrived fo opportunely that A *»- 
2iyad fought out Hadrami, engaged him near ch ^ a Ag. 
Baforah, and totally routed the jenemy, whofe 
general was killed in the action. Upon this He is de- 
the • city furrendered to Ali's government, S atc ?' *** 
who, being a little encouraged by this advah- taken/ 
tage, forthwith fent away Abdallah to re- 
affume the government, who returned to the 
city, and ufed his beft means to put it in fuch 
a pofture, as to prevent any future fur- 
prise. 

This etfent happened in the clofe of the Hegyra 3$. 
38th year of the Hegyra. The next year ch - «• 6 SSf- 
pafled without any confiderable adventures ; 
for the Syrians being weary of the war, un*- 
dertook nothing againft the Arabians, who 
Were unable to do more than ftand upon the 
defenfive* 

After a fhort celfatiori, in the beginning of Hegyra 46. 
the 40th year of the Hegyra, Moawiyah Ch. *r; 66d. 
fignalized himfelf by new exploits. The Moawiyah 
private correfpondence he had kept in the ^comes 
province of Hejaz, induced him to form a^, 
refolution of fending a body of troops to that 
province, in order to feize upon its two prin- 
cipal towns, and by that means to open him* 
felf a way into Yemen, or Arabia Faelix. 

The conqueft of Hejaz by the Syrians was 
fo rapid, that it had rather the appearance of 
a journey than a military expedition. The 
Arabians, who had full time to have put theif 
towns in a proper pofture of defence, and pre- 
pare ah army* had neither taken care of thdf 

Fa one* 
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all one> nor provided the other ; infomuch that 

Ch°a* 4 66o on t ^ le ** r ** a PP roac h of the Syrians, the go- 
vernors of the* chief places abandoned their 
pofts. Thus the geherals of Moawiyah, with- 
out the lead difficulty, became matters of the 
chief towns in that province, and in particu- 
lar of Mecca and Medina, whofe inhabitants 
Were forced to take the oath of allegiance to 
Moawiyah. 
His troops ra- The Syrian troops having made prepa- 
vagc Yemen, rations to invade the province of Yemen, 
Abidallah, governor of that country, marched 
out againft them with all the forces he could 
raife, in hopes of beating them on the fron- 
tiers, and preventing them from entering the 
province ; but the fuccefs did not anfwer his 
expectations : his troops were broke, and 
totally routed; and he was forced to fave 
himfelf by flight. Having, in his confufibn, 
left behind him two of his fons, who were 
very young, they fell into the hands of the 
Syrians, who put them both to a very cruel 
death. 

Arabian hiftorians relate, that Ali was fo 
greatly afFedted with the unhappy fate of 
thofe two children, that \ic curfed the author 
of fo great an outrage, and begged of God 
to deprive him of fenfe and reafon. And 
they add, that Arthah (for fo the general 
of Moawiyah, who had been guilty of that 
cruelty, was called) in a few years a&ually 
became a madman, and at laft died in a fit of 
rage and defpair. 

At 
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At the time the Syrians were in Yemen, Ali - 
All ifent thither four thoufend horfe, undergo 4£^ 
the conduit of a captain, named Jariah, to 
purfue Arthah. But this fuccour was of 
no ufe to the inhabitants of the country; 
for fo foon as the enemy had entered it, they 
plundered it from one end to the other with 
thejitmoft expedition, and retired with great 
precipitation; infomuch that they were re- 
turned to their own country by the time 
Jariah reached Yemen. 

Anbidfl: tfeefe misfortunes a new calamity okaiI 8°** 
befel Ali, which the more fenfihly afflided ^ Moa * 
him, as it was caufed by his own brother. 
Okail, for that was the Muflulman's name, 
w:as fo bafe to abandon Ali, and join Moa- 
wiyah, who received him with open arms, 
*nd afligned him a great revenue. Okail al- 
ledged no other reafon for his defertion, but 
that his brother had not maintained him fuit* 
»hly to his rank. 

At this very time a confpiracy was formed 

with intent to deftroy the two competitors 

for the Caliphate and Amru. The project 

was contrived by three of the Karegites, 

(men moft izealous for the advancement of 

their fe£t) who being met together at Mecca, 

fell into difcourfe on the battle of Naharwan, 

jn which four thou&nd of their brethren loft 
their lives. 

After having exalted the merit, and be- A confpiracy 
waited the lofs, of thofe who were killed in^^^V 
that Jbattle, they debated amongft themfelves an dTmrV 

F 3 what 
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All w h a t {^ad occafioned thofe 1 inteftine divlfions 

Ch 85 ^ 66 w ^ c ^ h ac * f° l° D g rent Ac ftate ; and having 
' ' * unanimoufly agreed that AH, Moawiyah, and 
' Amru were the fole authors of them, they 
refolved to difpatch them all, being firmly 
perfuaded that on the death of thofe three 
perfons, whom they called erroneous Imams, 
their country would be reftored to it& ufual 
tranquillity. i 

Thefe Karegites were caHed Abdalrahman- 
ebn-Melgem, Barak-ebn-Abdallah, amd-Amr 
ru-ebh«:Beker. And. after having held feverai 
conferences, the firft i of them undertook to 
goto Cufah, and give a good account of.Alij 
the fecond engaged tolxio the-faihhe'in Regard 
to Moawiyah ; and the third promifed to make 
fiway with Amru. « 

Thefe three men having thus refolved to 
execute their defign, pitched upon the time 
of the folemh aflembly of the Muflulmen at 
Mecca, when they might be fure the chiefs 
would not be from home, and would be 
more flenderly accompanied than ufuai. The 
corilpirators, with a vidw to fecure the fuccefs 
pf the enterprise, poifoned their fwords ; after 
which each man went his way towards that 
place where he was to ilrike his blow. 
Moawiyah is Barak arriving at Damafcus, gained admit- 
wounded, but ^cc as 0Iie f Moawiyah^ retinue : and on 

^ . the appointed day, perceiving a favourable op- 

portunity, he fmote him in the reins. This 
£Y$nt threw the courtiers into the greatest 

conilematiott \ 
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confternation ; but the wound was not mortal ; A l i. 
and though the fword was poifoned, he had pif gyra A ' 
fuch fpeedy and effectual affiftance, that in a * **' °* 
fhort time he was perfe&ly cured. 

It is related that the furgeon who was 
called in to drefs him, having fearched and 
confidered the wound, gave him his choice 
either to have it cauterized, or to drink a po- 
tion that would render him incapable of gene- 
ration. Moawiyah without heflitation chofe 
the latter, and had no other children than 
fuch as were born previous to his aflaffi- 
nation. 

As to the aflaffin he was immediately Panifliment of 
feized, for he neither drove to conceal or de- ** afla<fin * 
fend himfelf, but readily confefled the plot 
with fuch an unconcern as amazed thofe who 
were appointed to examine him. He was 
Condemned to have his hands and feet cut off $ 
after which, further punifhment was inflicted 
on him, and it is faid he furvived the lofs of 
his limbs many years, and was married*. 

Amru-ebn-Beker, who had undertaken to Amru efcapea 
aflkffinate Amru-ebn-al-As, miffed his blow ^iiSSsi. 
by an accident. For the latter having been 
feized with a violent cholick on the day fixed 
for his affaffination, did not go to the mofque 

* It is related that one of Moawiyah's friends, hearing in 
what manner Barak had been punifhed, and that he had ta- 
ken a wife, faid, it was by no means reafonable that the 
aflaffin, who had prevented Moawiyah from having children, 
fliould have any of his own, and that he killed him with 
his own han<J, Ockley's Hiftory of the Saracens vol. II. 

fo}.74< ' ' 

F4 to 
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ALt * to perform the office, but fent one of his 
& 8yr r a +£ o friends, whom he defired to officiate in his 
flead. The affaffin not knowing him, and 
miftakihg him for Amru, gave him a wound, 
of which he dropped down dead. The 
murderer, who did not fly the place, was im- 
mediately feized, and being informed that he 
• had killed Charijah, he faid, without the leaft 
concern, " I defigned Amru, but God de- 
signed another." 
Abdalrah- The third of thefe confpirators, Abdalrah- 
man enters m, m an, was more fuccefsful in the execution of 
withawo- 6 h* s wicked defigns againft Ali, than his two 
man, who en. companions; for being arrived at Cufah, he 

*n h*s% eS f him ^ rc loggings at ^ e houfe of a woman whofe 
tpfeill Alif neareft relations had been killed at the, battle 
of Naharwan, and who on that account en- 
tertained a violent inclination of being re- 
venged on the Caliph. Abdalrahman having 
met with an opportunity of founding her in- 
clinations, which he found quite favourable 
to his defigns, frankly confefled to her that 
he was come thither with a full refolution to 
rid them of the author of their misfor- 
tunes. 

The woman, pleafed at this refolution, 
promifed him her utmoft affiftance. Abdal- 
rahman, with a view to fix her more firmly in 
his intereft, made her ah overture of mar-* 
riage. She did not much decline the offer, but 
anfwered, that fhe required of the man who 
propdfed to take her to wife three things as a 
dowry 5 namely, three thoufand drachmas of 

filver, 
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filvfcr, a flave of each fex, and Ali's head. Ali - 
Abdalrahman inftantly accepted the condi- ^J *£; 
tiohs, and at the time appointed for executing 
his defign, Ihe joined with him two other men, 
hamed DafWatt and Shabib, to bear hirh 
company, and affift him in cafe of need. 

It is faid that Ali, during all the toonth of AK's prcfaga 
fcainadan, in which he was killed, had fre- jJ£l!K 
ijuent prefeges of his dfeath, and hid more death, 
than once dropped word* 1 to that purpofe, 
when he was in private with his friends. It 
was vifible to all about him that he was over- 
whelmed with the deepeft melancholy, and , 
that he had great inward conflids. He fre- 
quently talked to himfelf, and was once over- 
heard to fay, " Alas ! my heart, there is 
need of patience, for there is no remedy 
againft death." 

On that day which was to terminate the 
life of the unfortunate Caliph, he left his 
houfe early in the morning to go to the 
mofque. As he crofled his court-yard, a great 
humber of domeftic birds uttered loud cries, 
which being obferved by one of his flaves, he 
threw a ftick at them to make them quiet; 
but the Caliph faid to him, c< Let them alone, 
for their cries are only lamentations fore- 
boding my death." 

The three affaffins waited for Ali at the He h aflaflu 
door of the mofque, and as he was ready to nated# 
enter, they feigned a quarrel amongft them- 
felves, and drew their fwords. Darwan 
made a ftroke at Ali, but miffed him, and the 

blow 
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All bJ 0W fell on the gate of the mofque. Ab- 

Ch^So. da M>n*n ft^ck him on the head, in the 

" very place where he had before received a 

wound at the battle of Ahzab, which was 

fought in Mahomet's time, anid the ftroke was 

mortal. 

Twoofhi* The blow given, the three villains fled 

mimkrere are w^m bei ng apprehended. Darwan creot 

taken and o i r p • mW 

puniihed. home, where he w^s killed. by a perlon who 
had feen him witi*his fwprd drawn againft 
Ali, and Shabib ran away withfo much fpeed, 
that he efcaped, and was never taken. 

As to Abdalrahman,,he feemed at firft ter- 
rified at the thoughts of the crime he had 
committed, and ftrove to conceal himfelf in 
a corner of the mofque, but he was foon 
found with his fword drawn. For.fome time 
thataflaffin ftoutly denied the faft, but he 
ihortly afterwards openly confefled it, and 
was brought before Ali, who delivered him 
into the cuftody of his eldeft fon HafTan, with 
orders to let him want for nothing, and that 
if he died of his wound, the murderer (hould 
not be put to a painful and lingering death, 
but fhould be executed at one blow. Ali 
died about the fifth day after he was wound- 
ed, and Ali's commands were punctually 
executed*. As 

* This is the account given by D'Herbelot of the death of 
that affaffin, which he probably took from Perfian authors. 
But Tabari and Abulpheda, authors of great note amongft 
the Arabians, relate h in a very different manner. Abul- 
pheda fays that his hand was firft cut off, and then his foot 
pn the oppofite fide : that next they put out his eyes with a red 
l}ot iron, then cut out his tongue, and afterwards burned him j 

tQ 
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As to the CaliphYperfon, he had a very A". 
red 'face, * large eyes, a prominent belly ; his q^™ ^ 
head was bald, but his beard thick, and his - .". ' 
breaft hairy. His phyfiognomy was pleafing, AU'apSSL 
florid, and youthful, and his countenance was 
ufually covered with a (mile. 

Amongft the furnames or honourable titles Titles be- 
which' the Muffulmen beftowon Ali, there *™ e J on *" 
are two principal ones, to wit, Wafi, and 
•Mortada, or Mprta'dL*' The firft of which 
fignifies in Arabic, legatee, mandatary, ex- 
ecutor of a man's will, and heir, that is of 
'Mahbmet. The ^ther ' means, beloved by, 
<x acceptable to God ; and even in his life 
time they called him Efed- Allah- Algalib, the 
vi&orious lion of God. His followers have 
alfo given him other titles ; the Shiites in par- 
ticular ( who might he called his adorers) call 
him Faid-al- Anwar, the diftributer of lights 
or graces ; : and in Perfian, Shah Mordman, or 
the king of men. ' 

However, thefe great eulogies' did not pre- 
vent his name, and that of all his family, 

/ 

to which he adds, the curfe of God be upon him. The 
account given by Abulpheda feems much the more probable, 
c onfidering the' heinoufnefs of the crime, and the temper of 
that people. For though it is not impoffible that Ali might 
give fuch orders,, yet it is fcarce credible that they were fo 
mercifully executed : but after what manner foever he wap 
put'to death, the hereticks conlider him as a martyr. 

Ockley's Hiftory of the Saracens, vol. II. fol. 78. 
* From whence European travellers have corruptly called 
Jiim Mortis Ali, which the readers feave. miftaken for his 
name. Ocklev vol , II. fol. 8 1 ^ 

from 
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All from being curfed, and their perfons excpm- 

ch 87 ™ 66* mun ^ catec ^ in a 'l ^ e niolques of the empire, 
aBr ' °* under the dominion of the houfe of Ommi- 
yah, from Moawiyah to the time of Omar- 
ebn-Abdalazifc (the eight Caliph of that far 
mily) who fuppreflcd this folemn male- 
diction. 

There were alfo fotne other Caliphs of the 
race of Abbas, who expreffed a great averfion 
to Ali, and all his poftcrity*. On the contrary, 
the Fatemite Caliphs of Egypt caufed his 
name to be joined with that of Mahomet, 
in the publication of th? times of prayer, 
which they made fronx the minarets of 
their • mofques. 
Place of All's Ali was buried near Cvfah, and it is faid 
fepnichre. xhzi his fepulcfwe was kept hid during the 
reign of all the princes of the houfe of Om~ 
xniyah, and that it was not difcovered till the 
reign of the Abaffians, which is fcarce cre-r 
dible. However, in the year of the Hegyr» 
376. A. C 977, Samfam Aldoulat, a prince of 
the race of the Buians, who reigned at Bagr 
dat under the Caliph Thai, built a fumptuous 
monument over it, which the Perfians gene* 
rally call Kunbud-Faid-Alanwar, the dome 
of the difpenfer of lights and graces. An4 
though the tomb of Ali is fo well known to 
toe near Cufah, yet fome of his fed: believe 
him to be flill alive, and affirm that he will 

* Namely, Motaded, and Motawakel, to whom they fay 
he appeared in a dream, and threatened them with, his in- 
dignation, 

come 
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come at the end of the world, and' fill tht Ali - 
thfe earth with juftkre. Others are fo extra- ^ gyra ££ 
vagatft as to make him a divine perfon. 
The more moderate, indeed, fay that he is 
not truly <5od, but that in many things he 
partakes of the divine nature. 

AH is held in great reputation for wifdom Works of 
amongft aH the Mahometans. There is «-'22£' 
tapt of his writing a centiloquium, or a hun- 
dred fentences *, which have been tranflated 
from the Arabic into Turkifh and Perfian, 
and the other languages of Upper Alia. But 
the moft celebrated piece is intituled Jefr- 
we- Jame : it is written upon parchment in 
myfterious chambers, intermixed with figures, 
wherein are faid to be contained all the im- 
portant events that have happened or (hall 
happen from the beginning of MuflulmanHm 
to the end of the world. Jaafer Sadec has 
deciphered (in fome manner) a part of this 
parchment, (which is depofited in the hands 
of Alite family.) As to the entire explication 
of it, that in their opinion is referred for the 
1 2th Imam, who is furnamed, by way of ex- 
cellence, the Mohdi, or Grand Dire&or. This 
Imam hath appeared amongft them: but 
they believe that God, having taking him un- 
der his prote&ion at the time he was per- 
fecuted by the Caliphs of Bagdat, carried him 

* There is likewife a collection of verfes under the title 
of Anwar Alokail, and in the bodleian library is a large 
book of his fentences. 

Ockley, vol. II. fol. 84, 

away 
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Al u away into a place unknown to them, and (hat 

2 s ? So. ** e wil * not return *h ^ e * aft da y» * n ^kr to 

bring the whole world to embrace Maho- 
Oietifnu 
Maxims of Befides the books we have mentioned, we 
Ah * find in authors many fentences and apoph- 

thegms under the name of Ali, which are full 
of good ienfe and inftru&ion, and clearly ma- 
nifeft the re&itude of his heart. 

The author of Rabi Alakyar quotes the 
following, which is one of the moil inftniG* 
tive; " He that would be rich without 
means, powerful without fubjedts, and fub- 
jefl without a matter, let him ferve.God/ and 
he will find thefe three things.'* 

He one day made a reply, which might 
have been fufficient to have filenced all fuch 
as reproached him on account of the feuds 
and divifions which had prevailed in the ftate 
from the beginning of his reign. One of 
his captains having pertly afked him, why 
the reigns of Abubecre and Omar, his prede- 
ceflbrs, were fo peaceable, and the reign of 
Othman and his own were fo full of troubles ; 
Ali wifely anfwered, " The reafon is plain * 
Othman and I ferved Abubecre and Omar, 
during their reigns : and Othman and I had 
none to ferve us but you, and fuch as are like 
you." 

There is alfo another maxim of Ali (in 

the book intitled Rabi Alakyar) which ftrikes 

at the condudt of thofe who, from a fpirit of 

party, in the fequel formed the fed of Aft. 

^ Thofe 
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Thofc fe<3arie9, to diftinguifh themfelves All 
from the reft of the Muffulmen, wore a tiu> S^ 1 * *£\ 
ban of a different colour and particular fa- 
ihion, and alfb traced their hair after a manner 
quite different from the reft of the difciples 
of Mahomet. " Take great care," faid he, 
€ c never to feparate yourfel ves from thfe fellow- 
fhip of the other Muffulmen ; for he that 
fcparates himfelf from them, belongs to the 
devil, as the fheep that leave the flock belong 
to the wolf; therefore give no quarter to him 
that marcheth under the ftandard of fchifm, 
though he hath my turban on his head, for 
he carries with him the infallible mark of a 
man that is out of the right way." 

This fentence manifeftly condemns thofc 
who vaunt themfelves for being of his fedt, 
fuch as are the Perfians at this time, fome of 
the princes of the Ufbecks, beyond the river 
Gihon, and feveral mighty monarchs in the 
Indies; who, by putting on All's turban, have 
fcparated themfelves from the reft of the 
Muffulmen. 

Hofaih Waez alfo recites this paflage of 
Ali, in his paraphrafe and commentary upon 
the Alcoran^ " God hath given to men two 
Imams, that is to fay two pontiffs, or media- 
tors between him and them : the firft is the 
prophet, who is gone and is no more amongft 
them; the fecond which remains, and fhall 
continue always with them, is prayer, which 
they make to obtain pardon of fins.". 

Thefe 
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All Thcfe iedtaries mutually Jbeftow on each 

^^tL ot ^ er ^ e naine °^ ^ tcs *> which properly 
"**' ' fignifies a fcandalous reprob#e fcct$ hut H 

hath been particularly applied to the iedgriM 

of Ali, who have from time to time r$i&d 

great difturbances in the muflulman empire, 

in order to fet on the throne the defaendagi? of 

that Caliph, to whom alone they jtflfcjt the 

throne of right belongs. Of this frequent 

examples will hereafter appear, when we 

treat of the dynafties which they h^ve for* 

med, under the feveral denomiftatioqs of 

Aliaos, Fatimites, Edriffites, arid I(hmaelite$. , 

Ali, as it has been mentioned in the life pf 

Mahomet, married Fatima, the daughter of 

that prophet. After her death he had feveral 

other wives, among whom lie had fifteen fon? 

and eighteen daughters. Fatimah brought jbim 

three fons, to wit, Hatian, Jloflein and Mphaf- 

fan, the latter of whom died in his infancy* 

, The two former (as well as Ben Haniphiyah, 

Abbas, and Amru, his children by other wives) 

left pofterity behind them, and JHaflan and 

Hofein, and their defendants, are remarkable 

in the muflulman hiftpry, on account of the 

eminent perfons they produced, and the re- 

volutions they occafioned in the feveral ages 

of Mahometifm. 

* The Arabians who call themfelves Sonnites, that is, ob- 
fervers of the tradition and orthodox, do not allow the name, 
but call themfelves Medbeb ; that is, a feci which follows ap- 
proved opinions : and the feci of Ali call themfelves Adaliyah* 
which fignifies the religion of them that follow jufticc, and the 
right fide. Ockley vol. II. page, 88. 

HASSAN. 



flie AH ABIVNJ. 4p 



HASSAN* 

The FIFTH CAUFtt 

HA S S A N> eldeft fon of the late Ca- Keg?* 4 a. 
liph, was unanimoufly chofen to fuc- ck * n 66 °* 
cecd his father. So foon as Ali's friends per- ^ refi * 1 to 
ceived his wound to be mortal, thpy would ceflbr* 
Bave prevailed on him to name a fucceflbr 1 
but, befides the reafons he might h^ve not 
to nominate any perfoa to a dignity, in the 
pofleffioi} of which he had met with fo 
many difficulties and crofles, he was refolved 
to follow the example of the prophet, and 
pot to na.rpe a per fon to fucceed him. This 
refolution he imparted to , his friends, and 
told them, that into the hands of the peoplf 
he refigned the power of appointing a ruler, 
whofe reign. he hoped would be more undis- 
turbed than his hyi beqn* 

HaHan having been thus appointed Caliph HaflancWeA 
Without oppofitiqp, . the people fwore fealty Ca2, P l14 
to him, after he had taken an oath to Hand 
by the Koran, and the tradition of the apoffle* 
But how great foeyer his fatisfa&ion might 
be tpafcend the throne by fo unjverfal a con* 
fent of the people* yet he foon experienced 
that he was very unfit to bear with dignity 
the weight of a crown. 

. So mild and peaceable was his; difpofition, GkmAetjf 
that he had an averfion to all noife and tu r Haflka * 
: Vox. II. O mult> 
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Hassan, mult, and in particular to thofc of war. And 

Oi?«r. 660. ** ** e rat b^r inherited his father's piety than 
' his valour, fo he feemed fitter for a mofque, 
than the command of an army. 
He marches However he was foon forced to take up 

wwah! M ° a " arms » on l ^ c entreaties of his fubjedis, who 
earneftly required that the war with Moa- 
wiyah fhould be renewed. He therefore 
began his march towards Syria at the head of 
a ftrong army, preceeded by twelve thoufand 
men under Kais, whom he appointed to com- 
mand them. 

Moawiyah having alfo taken the field, 
marched out to meet the Caliph. Kais with his 
twelve thoufand foldiers (though greatly infe- 
rior iii number to the troops of Moawiyah) 
afted with fo much prudence and conduit as 
to keep the enemy at bay, without rifking a 
battle ; and fonie fmart ikirmifhes having 
pa{Ted, Kais ftrongly intrenched himfelf, and 
quietly waited the arrival of the main army. 

A tumult in l n a fhort time Haflan joined him, and 
army- preparations were made to attack the Syrians. 
But one of the Caliph's men having been 
murdered in that jun&ure, and he propofing 
to punifh the offenders, the troops mutinied, 
iand the officers engaged in the difpute : In a 
word, they came to extremities even in the 
Caliph's prefence; and fo greatly were they 
wanting in refpeft both to his perfon and dig- 
nity, that they violently threw him from his 
feat, and it was with difficulty!^ efcaped, after 
having received a wotind; - -- - - - 

- ■ i' ■ This 
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This accident having happened near Ma- Hassan. : 
daien, (whither he had brought his arm y)Kf^ r *A u * 
the Caliph retired to the caftle there, to fe- '**\ I# 
cure himfelf from the fury of the mutineers. T^PHS^ 
But that ftep had like to have been fatal to daien. 
him : the governors nephew ftrongly incited 
his uncle to take away the Caliph's life, but 
he would not hear of fo bafe a propoiaU 
The nephew would then have prevailed on 
him at leaft to take Haflan prifoner, and lend 
him bound to Moawiyah 5 but this he alfo 
generoufly refufed, urging the facred laws of 
hofpitality, the laws of honour, in a word, 
how fhameful a thing it would be, fo to be- 
tray the fon of the daughter of God's apoftle. 
tie therefore declared that he would not 
only leave the Caliph at liberty, but alfo pro*-, 
cure him all the comforts and conveniencies 
in his power. 

The mind of Haflan was filled with dif- Haflan rq> 
quietude. The infolence of his troops, the ^ lyqstoaI>fc 
contempt they would fhew for him fhould 
he leave the ihfult . unpunifhed, the danger 
he forefaw in inflicting puniftiment on tha 
guilty, and moreover the great diflike he had 
to continuing a war, the firft events of which 
had proved fo unprofperous to him, con- 
fpired to make him form a refolution of ab- 
dicating a dignity which he had never been 
ambitious of obtaining, and in defence of 
which he had not the lead inclination to fa- 
crifice his quiet, and much lefs to expofe his 
Hfe to the hazard of war. 

G 2 Hoflein 
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Hoflein, his youngeft brother, to whom he 
communicated his defign, ufed his utmoft 
endeavours to prevent him from carrying it 
into execution : but though he remonftrated 
to him the great difparagement and refiedtioq 
it would call on the memory of their father, 
Haflan perfifted in his refblution. He fbrefaw 
that by a voluntary abdication, he fhould 
make a friend of Moawiyah, who out of 
;ratitude would not fail amply to reward him 
for making fo confiderable a facrifice, which 
would enable him to pafs a quiet eafy life in 
fome obfcure corner, a condition well befit- 
ting a man, who had neither courage nor am- 
bition. 

Moawiyah, who had fpies even in the 
Caliph's court, was foon made acquainted 
with Haflan's defign 3 and for that reafon he 
ordered his generals to make no attempt on 
the Caliph's army, but to keep on the defen- 
five. In the mean time he let his emiflaries 
to work, who fo artfully managed the in- 
trigue, that the treaty was concluded before it 
was publickly known to be in agitation. 

Haflan having thus fixed his refolution, 
wrote to Moawiyah $ he informed him that 
the grief he felt to fee the faithful MufTul- 
men expofed to the calamities of a civil war,, 
he was induced to put an end to the dif- 

Eute by facrificing his own intereft; that 
e was determined to refign the throne, 
and that in order to prevent a continu-. 

ance 
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ancc of the war, which might happen Has«a*. 
from the attempts of a new rival, he had^O^*^ 
refolved to refign it into his hands* He 
added, that as fo valuable a prefent merited 
fome grateful return, he had three conditions 
to require of him ; firft, that Moawiyah (hould 
give him all the money in the treafury of 
Cufah 5 fecondly, a confiderable eftate in Per- 
fia ; and thirdly, that Moawiyah fhould make 
no reproachful reflection upon his father AIL 

As Moawiyah could not pay too dear for 
an abdication fo advantageous to him, he rea- 
dily granted the conditions*, and a treaty 
was forthwith drawn up, which was figned 
by both parties. This being done, Moawiyah 
and Haflan went together to Cufah, where 
the ceremony of the abdication was to be 
performed. 

A general aflembly of the people was ap- Haflan abdi- 
pointed to be held in the chief mofque, when f at f!J? e Ca ~ 
Haflan having mounted the pulpit, and ip 
;iven praife and glory to God for inspiring 
11m with the means of reftoring peace to 
the Muflulmen, exprefled himfclf in the fol- 
lowing terms : <c Moawiyah contended with 
me touching the Caliphate, to which I had a 
a greater right than he ; but I chofe rather 
to furrender it to him, and thereby fpare the 
effufion of muflulman blood. The world is 

* It is faid that Moawiyah refuied to grant the third arti- 
cle ; upon which Haflan requested that he would at leaft fore- 
bear to make fuch reflections in his hearing ; which Moawi- 
yah promifed, but did not perform. OckJie/s Htitary of the 
Saracens, vol. 11 fol. 95. 

G 3 liable 
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Hassak. Hablc to changes, and even this affair alfo hath 

cii 8yrk 66 a time P re ^ xe( ^ ^ or * ts duration*." 

Thefe laft words had like to have raifed a 

quarrel. Moawiyah interrupted the Caliph, 
commanded him to fit down, and told him 
it was imprudent to give the people to under- 
ftand that the ftep he was then taking might 
be productive of frefh difturbances. 

HafTan, paffing over unnoticed this reproach 

of Moawiyah, coolly refumed his difcourfe, 

and clofed it with informing the people that 

he had three things to lay to their charge : 

firft, the murder of his father; fecondly, 

the affronts offered to his own perfon $ and 

Th Cufian tkudtyi the robbing him of his goods* For 

refufe to give though Moawiyah had promifed him the 

the treafure to treafure of Cafah, they refufed to deliver it 

Haffan. ^p to him, infifting that it was their property, 

and could not be alienated without their 

confent. 

Moawiyah This refufal of the Cufians was grievous to 

makes him Haflan, and indeed Moawiyah could not but 

amen s. ^ e highly diflatisfied with it. However he 

did not think fit in any manner to controvert 

their defign. For as he was poflefled of the 

* It may be inferred from this account, that Haflan volun- 
tarily made the above harangue. Bat Tabarl El-Makin fays, 
it was owing to a hint given to Moawiyah by Amru-ebn~Ala$ 
of the neceffity of fuch a teftimony of the abdication; which 
being importunately urged, Moawiyah commented to itagainft 
his own opinion, and fomc authors fay he was fo difpleafed with 
the clofe of Haflan's fpeech, that he feverely chid Amru for 
preffing him to it, and others fay he was never afterwards 
heartily reconciled to Amru. 

Ockley, vol. II. fol. 96. 

Caliphate* 
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Caliphate; which he had fo long aimed at, 9***4*r 
his whole care was employed in eftablifhing c£f£* 661. 
his power ; and he freely afligned to Haflan 
a revenue of about three millions per annum * 
to which he from time to time added very 
valuable prefents. 

Haflkn departed from Cufah with Hoflein Haflan and 
his brother; they retired to Medina, where his . broth «j 
they led a private and retired life. How*-^" 10 
ever, Moawiyah ftrove to roufe them from 
their ftate of inactivity, when the Kharegites 
(thofe hereticks that gave Ali fo much dif- 
turbance) took up arms againft the new Ca- 
liph. He wrote to Haflan to march out 
againft them, and to rcftrain them till he 
could bring up his army. But Haflan an- 
fwered, that he had given over all public af- 
fairs in order to avoid war, and that if he had 
been inclined to fight at all, he fhould have 
made war againft him. 

In this manner he pafled feven or eight Haflan's 
years, that is to fay all the reft of his days,*** 4 *- 
at Medina : he died in the forty-ninth year of 
the Hegyra, being but forty fevea-years old. 
It is affirmed that his days were haftened by 
Moawiyah, who fuborned his wife to poifbn 
him. It is alio faid he was induced to commit 
that crime, to get rid of a promife he had 
made to Haflan, that he would not name a 
fucceflbr during Haflan's life, and would refer 
the e led ion to a certain number of perfons 
whom Haflan was to appoint. 

G 4 When a 
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Has t ah. When Moawiyah had fhted himfelf on 

cK* & *** *hron c > he formed a refokitidn Of making 
* the Caliphate hereditary in his family, and of 
!ubboras ah Naming Yesid his fon to be his fuccefibr ; and 
paLan's wife in order to avoid the reproaches of Haffan oti 
cojH)iibnhim. account Q f jjj s breaking the conditions ftipu* 

lated between them, he refolved to put an 
end to that prince's life. That he might be 
more fure of iuccefs, he pra&ifed with Haf- 
fan's wife, and fo won her over to his in* 
tereft by a feigned promife of marriage *, that 
fhe confented to poHbri her hufhand. 

The blow ftruck, (he required of Moa* 
wiyah a performance of his promife,' but he 
treated her requeft with contempt, and of* 
fered her a large iiirn of money, which 4hd 
accepted of, for her pains, - ; 

When the time of Hafian's death drew 
near, his brother, who perceived bd was 
poifoned, earneftly begged he Would inform 
him who had adminiftred the deadly potion, 
and fwore he would take fuitable vengeance 
on him: but HafTan anfwered with great 
calmneis, u O brother ! the life of this world 
Is made up of nights which fpecdily variifh 
away: let the guiky wretch alone, till he and 
I appear together before God. 1 ' 

He directed by his will that his body 
fhould be buried near Mahomet his grand* 

. * * 

t Oekley fays that HaffanV wife was ftborncd by Yttil 
the fpn of Moawiyah,; who promifed her marriage; but when 
fhe had murdered her tiuiband, he wifely refufed to truft himfelf 
in her embraces, 

father. 



the ARABIANS. 8$ 

father. • Aieflia at firft confciited to it, bat Has***. 
finding that the whole family of Ommiyah q^JJ^ 1 - 
oppbfed it; Die afterwards retracted her con- 
fent : flie declared that the houfe where Ma- AI f fta w ! u 

« . . . 4 * • i not permit 

h6met was buried was her property, andHaflantobc 
Haflan's body fhbuld not be laid there, fo they buried near 
laid him in th6 common burying place. Ac P n> * het - 

As his reign was of no longer duration 
than fix months, or thereabout?, fome authors 
have not reckoned him amongft the number 
of Caliphs. But I have followed Ebn- Athir, 
and other writers, who have not thought fit 
to omit him : for he aftually enjoyed the fu- 
pretne dignity, and though his reign was 
(hort, yet he was as much a Caliph as any of 
thofe who pofiefled the throne many years. 

Hai&n had many children *, the moft fa- ' 
mous of whom wasAbdalbh, whofe pos- 
terity caufed gtfcat difturbances m the mufful* 
tnan empire. 

As to Hoflein, his branch was chief of the 
feft of All, becaufe it maintained pofleffion of 
the office of Imam *fs the principal ecclefiaf- 
tical dignity among the Muldulmen. Jt is 
related of this Caliph, that a woman having 
once prefented him with a bunch of fine 

* Ockley fays fifteen males and five females.— He adds, 
that his wives were all remarkably fond of him, though he fre- 
quently divorced them, and married others. 

t Some amongft the feflaries of Ali drew the defcent of 
the Imams from AbdaHah, one of his children, who had a fori 
named Yahia, but the Ferfians will have the fucceflkm to pad 
from HaiTan to his brother Hoflein. 

Ockley vol. H. fol. 105. 

herbs ; 
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Haisav. herbs, he afked her if (he was a free wo- 

aF^^lk man, ^ e t0 ^ ^- m ^ e wa * a *k vc ' kutthat 
r *the prefent £he had made .him was rare 

and curious. Haffan gave her her liberty, 

andfaid tothofe prefent, '* We have received 

this inftru&ion from God himfelf, that we 

ought to return to thofe who give us gifts, 

fbme thing of more value. than that which 

they give us "• Meaning that this moral in- 

flrudtion is couched in the Koran, which 

the Muffulmen look on ? as the word of 

God. 

They alfo relate a wonderful inftance of 
his moderation. A flaye hdving fpilled a 
difh of fcaiding broth on. him as he fat At 
table, inftantly fell at his feet, and repeated 
thefe words of the Koran, c \ Parfldife is open 
to, thofe that govern their- paffioi) ". ' Haffan 
anfwe^edj \ am not in pafllon. The flave 
went on, " and to thofe who pardon offenr 
ces " > I pardon yours, {kid Haffarr. The 
flave went on to the end of the verfe, which 
fays: lc God loves thofe above all who do 
good to fuch as have offended them". Haf- 
lan concluded : fince it is fo, I give you your 
liberty, and four hundred drachmas of filven 

The Muffulmen quote this fentence of 
Haffan ; " The tears which are let fall 
through devotion, fhould not be wiped off, 
nor the water which remains upon the body 
after legal wafliing ; becaufe this water ma- 
kes the face of the faithful (hine, when they 
appear in the prefence of God." 

M O A- 
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MOAWIYAH. 

The SIXTH CALIPH. 

SO loon a$ Haflan had folemnly furren- Moawiyah, 
dered the Caliphate, Moawiyah took pof- Hcgyra 41. 
feflion of that dignity, and rendered it here- ^ "*' 66l# 
ditary in his family, whereas it was before Commence, 
him elective. In his perfon began the dy- 5J cnt ? f ** 
nafty of the Ommiyans, fo famous in the thTommi- 
arabian hiftory, . which took its name from yans. 
Ommiyah, who was great-grandfather to 
Moawiyah. 

The father of this Caliph was named Abu- 
Sofian, and was one of the chiefs of the 
noble tribe of the Coraifchites, of which Ma- 
homet was alfo. When that prophet took up 
arms in defence of his do&rine, the Coraif- 
chites who were extremely averfe to it, took 
up arms alfo, and appointed Abu Sofian gene- 
raliflimo of their forces. 

That general fignalized himfelf on fevcral 
occafions ; but in fpightof all his efforts, Ma- 
homet was almoft ever vi<ftorious. At laft 
he was convinced of the truth of Mahomet's 
pretentions, and on the day of the famous 
vi&ory of Bedre, he publickly embraced Ma* 

hometifm. 

The example of fo confiderable a profe- 
lyte had the greateft influence on the reft of 
the tribe, who, for the moft part, became 

followers 
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Moawiyah. followers of Mahomet It is related that 
tfegyra4i. Abu~Sofian after his converfion, begged 
Ch. v. 66 1. three things of Mahomet. The firft, that 

as he had commanded the forces of the In- 
fidels againft the pofleffors of the true reli- 
gion, he might now (in order to expiate his 
crime) command the artoy of the Faithful 
againft the Unbelievers. In the next place 
he requefted that the prophet would appoint 
Moawiyah to be his fecretary $ and his third 
requeft was, that Mahomet would take to 
wife one of his daughters named Gafah. The 1 
two former petitions were granted, but Ma-* 
hornet excufed himfelf, and declined granu 
ing the laft y alledging fome reafon, (whichf 
the arabian author has qot mentioned ) why 
he could not legally comply with his requeft. 
Abu~Sofian was accordingly appointed com-* 
foander of the troops, and Moawiyah to be 
Mahomet's fecretary, in which poft he con- 
tinued ftiany years. 

After the death of his father, Moawiyah 
gained fo great a reputation under the Ca* 
Kphs, Mahomet's fucceflbrs, that on the con-* 
queft of Syria, he was appointed governor of 
that province ; and during his government 
Re gained fo many friends, and raifed his 
£ower to. fo high a pitch, that at laft he 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Caliph in a 
mofjt irregular and unconftitutional manner. 
By means of his confummate bravery and 
policy, he removed every obftacle in his way 
to t;he throve, and, fpight of the utfnoft 

.efforts 
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efforts of his enemies, he prevented any HIMoawitaii. 
efFe&s that might have refulted from the in- cK^tV. 
fufficiency of his election. 

The beginning of his reign was difturbed *?«gyra 4*- 
by an infurre&ion of the Kharegites, who A n ^' il|f ^ - 
were, as we have already obferved, declared reaion of the 
enemies to all fubordination $ and who were Kharegites, 
not properly dealt with at their rife. Ali had 
indeed beat diem f but had not effectually 
rooted them out. And as the weak conduS 
of the laft Caliph was by no means calcu- 
lated to render him formidable, they were 
infpired with a frefh inclination to take up 
arms againft the government. 

Moawiyah, unwilling to fall into the fame 
fault which his predeceffor had committed, 
made the moil fpeedy preparations to reduce 
a party, who fo openly defied his authority, 
and fent the Syrians out againft them. But 
the fuccefs dia not anfwer his expectations j 
the Syrians were defeated in feveral actions, 
and the Kharegites became moreinfolent, and 
were more to be feared. 

Upon this the Caliph had recourfe to the "JjJJjJ^ 
inhabitants of Cufah, and the people of Irak, frlhlbiunte of 
and intreated them to give a proof of their Cufah and 
Uncerity and obedience to him, by oppofing J^"* 
a fet of wretches who fet at nought all law againft the 
and religion, and who, being under no re- Kharegites* 
ftraint, had made war againft them without 
the leaft pretext, and might one day become 
meters of their country. 

Thefe 
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Moawxyah. Thcfc remonftranccs had the defired effect, 
^g^a **• The Cufians and Irakians took up arms, and 
" * r " 2 ' marched out in battle-array againft the Kha- 
regites. The latter, reflecting that the junc- 
tion of thofe troops with the Syrians 
would form too powerful a party to be re- 
fitted, made fome attempts to prevail on them 
to remain neuter ; and as they knew that 
the greateft part of them had acknowledged 
Moawiyah from no other motive than the 
hopes of extinguifhing the flames of civil 
war, and that they in no wife approved the 
manner in which he raifed himfelf to the 
throne, they fent to them a deputy, who 
took a very artful method to perfuade them 
that it would be moft prudent and advan- 
tageous for them, not to engage in the war 
they had declared againft Moawiyah. 

After many conferences had been held, 
the Kharegite deputy told them, that con- 
fidering their opinion of things, no preju- 
dice could enfuc to them by their not en- 
gaging in the difpute : "For", faid he, "is not 
Moawiyah our common enemy ? let us there- 
fore make war upon him: if we kill 
him, you are rid of a tyrant, and if he de- 
ftroys us, you will be free from all difquie- 
tude on our account ". 
The Khare- The Irakians refufed to lend an ear to the 
gitcs arc to- a d v j ce f fa Kharegites ; they thought it a 
toy c ea - matter Q £ fa utmo ft importance, and the 
bufinefs of every rational man, to join in 
the deflru&ion of a fedt who ftrove to 
be independant of law, religion and fociety. 

They 
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They therefore farioufly attacked them; and Moawiyah. 
after feveral aftions, in which each party Hegyra 42. 
gave the moft fignal proofs of valour, at laft ^ 002 ' 
a bloody battle was fought, which decided 
the fate of the Eharegites. The Irakians 
gained a compleat viftory, and the oppofite 
party was almoft totally exterminated. 

After the deftrrfftion of this fed, Arabia Hcgyra 43. 
for fome time enjoyed- a calm. However, chr - aer - *6j- 
little is to be met with in hiftory, worth ob- Death q{ 
fervation, from the time of that battle to Amru. 
. the forty-third year of the Hegyra. And even 
that year' is remarkable only on account of 
the death of the Famous Amru-ebn-al-As, fo 
'renowned for his c6urage and fkill in the art 
of war. " He was one of the firft heroes of 
Muffujmanifm ; apd Mahomet ufed to fay of 
him, (as tradition goes) " That there was no 
truer muflulman, nor none more ftedfaft in the 
faith, th^n Amru/' 

' He was juftly celebrated by hiftorians on 
account of the quicknefs of his natural parts, 
his valour, his capacity, and his exploits in 
Egypt ; even the misfortunes he underwent 
fufriifhed the writers of thofe days with a 
iubjedt for eulogiums. He died in hisgo- 
vernmerit of Egypt * in which he was con- 

1 

* Amru was feht by Omar into Egypt, which he cor- 
auered, and .was made governor thereof. Othman con- 
tmned'^nm- in that poll four years, and then difmiifed him : 
np9n which/he retired, andrled a private life in Paleiline^ 
After^Othmans death, he went over to Moawiyah on his 
invttfeti&n; ancLhai (as has! been already, related ) a Confi- 
derable fhare in the controverfy between Ali and Moaw£* 

tinued 
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Moawiyah* tinued by Moawiyah, together with* poilef-* 
Hqyra 43. fi n and property of all. the revenues of that 
Ch. *r. 663. p U i ent province* on condition only of main- 
taining, at his proper expence, a fufficient 
body of troops, for defence of the country. 

Befides thofe qualities which befpeak a 
great general, Amru pofJefTed others which 
gained him great credit and efteem amongft 
his countrymen. He greatly excelled in 
eloquence and poetry. Before he embraced 
Mahometifm, he wrote a fatirical lampoon 
againft Mahomet. This ftep he afterwards 

f ready regretted, and even at the time of 
is death, he made a very pathetic and p^A 
culine difcourfe to his children, in which 
he laments his having exercifed his wits in 
expofing the prophet. 
RifcofZiyad. About this time Moawiyah formed a re-* 
folution of acknowledging publickly as his 
brother, a MufTulman, a perfon of merit, 
named Ziyad, who had diftinguiflied him- 
felf amongft the Arabians for his abilities, 
mailerly eloquence, and military exploits* 
He was the fon of Abu-Sofian as well a* 
Moawiyah, but as his birth was illegitimate* 
Abu-Sofian had not owned him *j for 
which reafon they gave him the name of 
Ziyad-ben-Abihi, that is to fay, the fon of 
an unknown perfon. 

He gave early proofs of what he would 
one day be. Amru, who was a very good 

» It is faid, he dorft not own him for fiurof Qmu'sfare* 
Hfy. 

judg* 
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Jiidge of ihankind, having once heard him MdA ™ 1YA «. 
ipeak in an affembly of the companions of He gy ra 43- 
the prophet, with great force and fblidity, Chr ' * r ' 66 ** 
took much notice of him, and publickly faid, 
that had he been of the tribe of the Cora- 
ifchites, he would be fit to govern the Ara-* 
bians. 

The Caliphs whom he ferved did not fail 
to reward his merit. He above all other 
things dirtinguiflied himfelf on account of 
his conduS in Perfia, at the time he was 
employed by Ali to tranfadt fome public af- 
fairs in that extenfive provihce ; in the ma- 
nagement of which he fhewed himfelf to be 
mafter of fuch rare talents, as foon acquired 
him thd greateft reputation* 

Whefc Haffkn abdicated the Caliphate, Zi- Me fides with 
yad abfolutely refufed to acknowledge Moa- the Alians * 
wiyah, though he was his- natural brother* 
The regkrd he bchre to the memory of Ali, 
his benefa&or, induced. him to flight the 
flew Caliph/, and to join the party of the 
Alians. 

. .Moawiyah, who was throughly fenfible of Moawiyah 
ZiyacTs merit, was grieved to think how pre- g* in3 him ta 
judicial art fcnemy of his abilities m&ft prove hw fldc * 
y . to his party. He therefore refolved to fe- 

cure him in his imereft, and imparted his 
dcfign to Mogeirah-ebn-Said, governor of 
Cufah, who readily offered his fervice to 
bring over Ziyad from the party of the 
Alians : and Mogeirah was the more likely 
to fucceed, as he had kept up a correfpon- 
* Vol. it. H dence 
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MoAwiYAH^dence with Ziyad, from the time haf 
rtegyra43. had done him a piece of fervice in a matter 

Ch. *r. 663. of great con f equence *. . . . ... 

Mogeirah made fo good ufe of his friend- \ 
(hip with Ziyad, and offered him fuch advan- * 
tageous terms, that at laft they prevailed on' 
him to join Moawiyah, and acknowledge; 
him as Caliph. He was received at court 
with all pofflble marks of efteem and refpedt, * 
and his brother affured him that he would 
foon put him in a condition of occupying the 
chief pofts of the ftate, without the leaft fear . 
of being for the future reproached with the- 
bafenefs of his original. 
He ackhow- In confequence of this promife he caufed 
ledges him tor p roper w itnefTes to be examined in an afTem- 

his brother, f r - 

bly of the people, to prove that Ziyad was 
his brother by the father's, fide -f, and after- 
a folemn and formal enquiry it was openly 
declared that he was the real fon of Abu- 

• Mogeirah was accufed of committing adultery. Ziyad, 
who was then Cadi or judge of 'the place where* the crime 
was committed, either through, favour, or for want of legal, 
proof, found means to acquit him, and caufed the wit- 
nefTes to be feverely fcourged as calumniators. See Sale% 
*■• Tranilation of theKoran, chap. 44th, entitled Light, fbl. 287. 

f The purport of the evidence was, that Abu-Sofian in 
the days of ignorance, before drinking of wine was -mads 
a fin by the Koran, travelling in' Thayef, refrefhed hiaifelf 
at a public houfe, where he lay with Ziyad's mother, then 
married to a Greek flave. The old man that kept thb, 
houfe was alive, and gave evidence touching the converfa- 
tion of Abu-Sofian with Somyah; and his evidence wa$ 
fo ftrong, that it would have amounted to a Efficient ptoot 
in a cafe of impotcncy. 

Ockley, vol, II p. 114. 

' ' _ Sofian; 
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Sofian; an<d Moawiyah acknowledged him MoAWIYAM * 

to be his own brother, fprung as well as him- Q?* yT *£2' 

felf from the noble blood of the Coraifchites, 

und confequently capable of enjoying the 

chief pofts in the ftate *• 

. Moawiyah's relations were greatly di£* 

gufted at and bitterly complained of this ftep, 

which at the fame time that it procured to 

Ziyad much greater honour and advantages 

than he could otherwife have expected, had 

brought on an enquiry highly difadvantagious 

to the charadter of old Abu-Sofian, (who 

had lived and died with a good reputation) 

as well, as a difparagement on the whole 

family* 

Moawiyah difregarded the murmurs and 
complaints that were uttered on this account, 
and thought only of ufefully employing the 
great talents of Ziyad for the good of the 
ftate and the advancement of his own in- 
tereft. 

He immediately appointed Ziyad to be Hegyra 44, 
governor of Baforah, whither it was necef- Ch ; **• 66 4- 
fary to fend without delay fome perfon of Zi yad is made 
resolution and ability, who, by a due exer- fXX ° f 
tion of his authority, might put a flop to 
the diforders that had long reigned there* 

. ■*• It was obferved by Abulpheda, that this was the firft time 
die Koran was openly violated in a judicial way of proceed ■» 
ing ; for the child belonged to his legal father, the Greelc 
flave that married his mother : And Mahomet has left it as 
a decifiqn infuch cafes, " The child to the blankets, and the 
whore to the ftone :'* meaning, that the child mould be 
brought up, and the whore ftoned. : ; N-. 

H z Abdollah- r 
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Moawiyah. Abdallah-ebn-Amer had been lately removed 
Hegyra 44. f rom the government of that city, becaufe 
4* th roU gh too great a mildnefs and gentlenefe 
of difpofition, he had fuffered the country 
to be quite over-run with thieves and mur- 
derers. The Caliph fent in his room Ha- 
reth, who made fome attempts to remedy 
the evils caufed by Abdallah's lenity 3 but 
they had taken fo deep root, that he could 
not poffibly pluck them up. At laft Ziyad 
was fent, as the moft likely man to draw the 
fword,and chaftife their infolence with exem- 
plary punifhments. 
He difperfes When he arrived at Baforah, things were 

thLTn b S that il WaS n0t fafe to 

the city and walk the ftreets, efpecially in the night-time, 
its neighbour- w hich was full of tumult and WoodChed. 
00 * He therefore called a general affembly of 

the people, and in a fevere fpeech * gave 
them to understand, that he was provided 
of the proper remedies to put an end to the 
infolent crimes which were continually com- 
mitted there; but before he adminiftred 
' them, he was willing to inform thofe who 
were guilty, that they would do well to quit 
the city forthwith, for he would not fpare 
one that fell into his hands. 

* Ziyad had an excellent talent at fpeaking in public, 
being reckoned the beft orator next to Ali, who had not his 
equal. One of the polite arabians ufed to fay, that he lie* 
ver heard a man fpeak well, but he wifhed he would have 
done, being in pain for him left he fhould flag, and in- 
jure himfelf by fpeaking worfe, Ziyad only excepted, for 
. the more he fpoke* the more he excelled. 
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He next publifhed an order, forbidding all Moawivah. 
perfons, of what quality foever, to appear in ^gx 1 * 44- 
the fttfeets or any public place after the hour Chn **' 664 * 
of evening-prayer, on pain of death : and 
that his orders might be put in execution, he 
appointed a ftrong guard to go the rounds, and 
put to death all they fhould find out of their 
houfcs; after that hour. 

This order might have been attended with 
inconveuiencies, but as it was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary that fo great an evil fhould be 
remedied, it was rigoroufly put in ex- 
ecution. Two hundred perfons were kil- 
led the firft night -, and this fevere exam- 
ple made fo ftrong an impreffion on the in- 
habitants, that fcarce any perfbn ftirred out 
of his houfe after the limited time y how- 
ever five were put to death the fecond night j 
but the third night pafled with great tran- 
quillity, and not a man fuffered the penalty. 
Thus peace and fafety was reftored to the 
city, and thefts and robberies were no longer 
heard of. 

Kloawiyah was the better pleafed to find Hegyra 4? . 
that order was reftored in Baforah, as he was J^ r ' * e « g 66j; ' 
apprchenfive his enemies would take ad van- thedifqrders 
tage of the tumult and confufion which pre- in fcverai pro- 
vailed there, to decry his government, r vinces? 
perhaps increafe their party by fending fome 
of their adherents for that purpofe to the 
city. The feverity, and at the fame time 
the prudence of Ziyad's conduct in quelling 
the many difqrders which he had found in 

H 3 x Baforah* 
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MoAwyiAH.Baforah, induced the Caliph to have re- 
Hegy ra 45. courfe to him to bring about the fame 
'* r ' s ' advantageous change in Sejeftan andCho- 
rafan, provinces of Perfia, and in Bahrein 
and Amman, provinces of Arabia. The 
Caliph muft have entertained a veiy high 
opinion of Ziyad's abilities, when ne be- 
ftowed on him fo many pofts at a time, 
one of which alone would have found full 
employment for the common run of men. 

Nor did the Caliph unadvifedly beftow 
thefe employments on him -, for though it 
might be fuppofed that he would have been 
overwhelmed by a multiplicity of bufinefs, 
yet he was fuperior to it all : and the more 
they committed to his care, the lighter was 
to him the burthen of his government. He 
was neither favage or cruel in his tern*- 
per, though he executed ftridt juftice 3 he did 
every thing in his power to maintain or-> 
der, peace and tranquillity amongfl the 
people ; but at the fame time he governed 
in a defpotic manner, and would not fufFer 
the leaft flight of his authority, or difo- 
bedience to his commands. 

An example of this appears from the 
conduit of Hakem-ben-Amer, a mufluU 
man captain. That officer having been fent 
by Ziyad to take a place *, fucceeded in the 
enterprize, killed a great number of the 
enemy, and brought off all the riches of 
the inhabitants ; of which he immediately 

• Called mount AlhaJ. 

fent 
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fent advice to the governor. And Ziyad fent Moawiyau' 

him back word, that the emperor of the Sf 87 ™* 5 ■_ 

faithful had commanded that all the gold and ' xr " v 

filver coin belonging to the booty ftiould be 

laid apart, that.it might be put into the 

treafury. 

; This order being contrary to a decifive 

rule in the * Koran, where it is faid in ex- 

pref9 terms that only a fifth part of the fpoil 

fhoiild be referved for the ; treafury, and the 

feft btxlivided amohgft the captors, Hakem 

did not think fit to obey -j- ; but after having 

referved the fifth part, according to the text, 

he diftributed the refidue amongft his troops. 

Ziyad having been informed of this ftep t 

fent a jserfon to arreft Hakem, and would 

doubtlefs have irifli&ed an exemplary punifh- 

* * The eighth chapter of the Koran intitled the fpoils. 
Tf his chapter was occafioned by the high difputes touching 
the divifion, of the fpoils taken at the battle of Bedre, 
between the young men who fought, and the old men who 
£ad ftaid unjder the enfigns, the, former infilling they were 
entitled to the whole, and the latter that they ought to have 
a fliare ; and to end the contention Mahomet pretended to 
have received orders from .heaven to divide the booty 
amongft them equally, after taking out a fifth part for the, 
treafury; See Sale's tranflation of the Koran, chap. 8 . fpl . 1 3 9.. 
t He ftnt Ziyad word that the authority of the book of 
God was fuperior to the emperor of the faithful's letter. 
For it is faid, that though the heavens and the earth confpire 
together agamft a fervant of God who puts his truft in him, 
he will find' him a fecure place of refuge, and a means of 
deliverance. Having divided the fpoil according to the 
text, he expected no mercy, and faid, O God I if I may find 
favour in thy fight, take me. His requeft was granted, and 
he died quickly after. Ockley's Hiflory of the Saracens, vol, . 
JJ. fbL-119. 120. 

H 4. ' mont 
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Moawivah. naent on him for his difobedience, b*4 jROtf 

ch Zyr *U' death foon taken hup wqy 
• *r« s- y Q ^jg fj rmne £ an d resolution Qf Ziya4 

the Caliph was therefore indebted for the eft*-? 

bliihment of his authority in many ci^ie$ pf 

the mufliilman empire. He had the f&t&Pft 

obligation, to divers other, comrrunckrs whom 

he fet over other places : but we are Wflafeiq 

to give an hiftprical acgount of the evwt§ 

which muft have palled daring tha,t time, 

fince the arabian authors have afforded us no* 

light in that refpedt*. 

Hegyra 46. They have b$en full as fparing even in rc-r 

Ch. xx. 666. gar( j tQ M paw iy a h himfelf -, they pal* over 

Woawiyah^ f evera | y^^ f ^ Caliphate, in which, they 

rahman, the " fcarce mention him, and what they iay is 

fon of Kha- very little worth notice. For example* rfl 

Kth 6 PUt we knOW of him in the 4 6th J™* rf the 
Hegyra is, that haying entertained a jealoufy 

of Abdarrahman, ion of the famous Kha~ 

led, who (being no ways inferior to hj§ father 

either in point of courage or condudl) had 



* This year died Zejd the fon of Thabet* one of Maho* 
met's fecretaries when he didated the Koran. He wrote 
that copy which was ufed by the Imans at the command of 
Othman. Zeid was a man of the greateft parts of any of 
the age. He learned the Hebrew language in fifteen days, fa 
as to be able to read the books of the Tews. Ho learned the 
Perfian of one of Cofroes's ambafladors in eighteen days : and 
he learned ^Ethiopick, Greek, and Coptic of one of Mahomet?* 
flaves. He was fifteen years ol4 at the battle of the ditch. He 
was a moft pleafant and facetious man at home, and the mod 
referved abroad. Once he faw the people coming from prayer^ 
and he haftened to get out of the way like one that did not care 
to be feen. He ufed to fay, he that doth not reverence men^ 
will not reverence Cod, Ockley, vol. U, p. 120. 

gained 
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gained the heapfc^f th? foldi^ry, • Moawiyah Mqawitah # 
tampered with a chriftian fervant of his, Sf 8 ? 1 * +f • 
under proraife of a great reward *, to poifon ** ^ 
his mailer, who was then in Syria, whilft 
the Claiqpb was Sffxployed i& : an e$pediik«L 
aga wft the Gr$f fyfc The conditions were punc- 
tually pQrfanwd oai both fides ^ but the (lav? 
did not / long enjoy the reward* of his perfir 
dioufneff. The fon of Abdarrahman y who 
wa^lfoj called, K haled, receiving information 
of hi$ filler's murder, went from Medina 
into Syria, and killed the fcflaflin with hi* 
own hand. Upon this Moawiyah caufed 
Kbaled to be imprifoned, and did not fet 
him at liberty, t\\\ he had paid a pecuniary fine 
for the expjati^ of murder ^ 

In a ihort time another event happened at Ziyad infoit- 
Cu&b* which made a g-e^t wsfc. 2}iyad £ d ty the in- 
fc^iijg at the moftjue in that city, afcended cJ^ nts ° 
the pulpit, and made a/pqech to the people, 
which lafted tijl the hour of prayer. A Muf- 
fulman named Hejer (who was the ftri&eft 
man then living in all things relating to 
the exercife of his religion) arofe ip the . 
midft of the aflembly, and cried out Salah* 
to prayers, and began to chant them, even 
whilft Ziyad was fpeaking: upon which 
the latter was forced to come down and 

* To reipit his tribute, and give him the lieutenancy of 
Metes. 

f This is a common pra&ice in nwhosietan countries, 
paticularly in Perfia, where the relations of the deceafed may 
take their rhoice, either to have the murderer put into their 
hands to be put to dfcath; or elfe to accept a pecuniary. tatif« 
fiction. Vide Sale's Koran, chap. II. fol. 21 , 

join 
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MoAwiYAH.join with them, for the whole congregation 

Ch 87 ? 666 f° ,loW€(1 -Hejer. : 

Ziyad at that time pafled by the affront; 

SccSy o f but on « his leavin S ** mofque'he forthwith 
it, and retires wrote a letter to • Moa wiyafr, in which hfe ag* 
toBaforah. gravated the infolt; irifornied the Caliph that 
Hejer was a man who paid rib regard either 
to his fovereign, or thofe inverted with his 
authority ; that if he did not fpeedily take 
proper meafares, the party of All would 
foon prevail in Cufah, and that Hejer was 
very capable of exciting the people to a 
revolt. 

Upon this -Ziyad forthwith retired to Ba- 
forah, to wait for the Caliph's anfwer, and 
left his lieutenant behind ^to manage public 
affaifs in the beft manner he coul8 during his 
abferice. But he foon received information 
that Hfejef/and fome other inhabitants of 
Cufah had refufed to acknowledge his deputy;' 
and ufed to throw duft at him when he was 
in his pulpit * "* ' 

§!£? t0 This information obliged Ziyad to c6me 
feize the re- back to Cufah ; he hid received the Caliphs 
bels - ordera to imprifon Hejer and his adherents, 

and calling an affembly of the people, he 
mounted the pulpit, and made them a very 
fevere fpeech. He told them, that the go- 
vernment had too long winked at their info- 
lent and difobedient behaviour ; and as they, 
were daily trampling iipOri, the Caliph's au- 
thority, by fetting at nought and infulting his 
lieutenants,, it was high time to« inflidt an ex* 

• emplary 
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6mplary puniftiment on the guilty, and that Moawitah* 
he had received orders from the emperor of **£ &** & ^ , 
the faithful to fee the fame executed. 

Hejer, who was a zealous friend to the 
Allans, was fo enraged to hear Ziyad fre- 
quently give to Moawiyah the title of em- 
peror* of the faithful, that at la ft he cried out 
aloud in the affembly, cc God curfe thee, thou 
lieft"; and at the fame time he took up an 
handful of duft, and threw it in the go- 
vernor's face. 

Ziyad with great prefence of mind con- 
tained his refentment ; he cooly came down, 
went to prayers amongft the people, and 
quietly retired to the caftie. The next day 
he fent a party' to take and bring Hejer before 
him, but he, fearing what would happen, 
had called his friends about him and flood on 
his defence, and a fmart fkirmifh enfued 
between them and Ziyad's foldiers ; however 
they (who fought onjy with flicks and 
flones) could not long hold out againft well- 
armed men y and feveral of the rebels having 
been put to the fword, the reft were intimi- 
dated, and Hejer with thirteen of his friends 
were taken, and being chained hands and 
feet, were fent to Moawiyah to be punifhed 
for having fpoken reproachfully of the Caliph, 
affronted his Emir, (Ziyad) and affirmed 
that the government belonged of right to 
pone but the family of Ali. 

The Caliph called a council to deliberate Puniihment 
on. this affair, and opinions were divided. oftherebels - 

" Ali 
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Moawitah. All agreed that Hejer was guilty, but they 
Ch 8 ™ 6% differed as to ^ manner of punching him, 
* Some were for putting him to death $ others 
were for banifhing him and his adherents, 
and difperfing them through the feveral pro- 
vinces of his extenfive dominions. The for- 
mer opinion prevailed, through the preffing 
inftances of Ziyad, who in a letter he wrote 
to Moawiyah told him, that if he had any 
thoughts of preferring his authority in Irak, 
or of keeping that province, he rauft by no 
means think of ufing clemency on fo impor- 
tant an occafion. He caufed his letter to bo 
backed by fome of his friends at the Caliph's 
court, and the fentence of death was pro* 
nounced. The criminal's head was cut off*, 
and feveral of his adherents were executed at 
the fame time : about fix of them obtained 
their pardon on the follkitation of ibme of 
the chief men of the court, whom the Ca- 
liph could not deny -f. 

It 

* When Hejer came near the place of execution he beg- 
ged time to wain himferf, which he always punctually per* 
formed ; after which he faid two ihort prayers, and rifing up, 
fa id, had I been afraid of death, I could have made them 
longer ; but when he faw his grave ready digged, his wind- 
ing meet fpread out, and the executioner's fword drawn* he 
was obferved to tremble. And being asked, if he had not 
faid that he was not afraid, he anfwered, how is it poffible 
to be unmoved at fuch a pro(pe& ? The executioner bid him 
ftretch out his neck (bait; he anfwered, he would not be 
aififtant to his own death. Then his head was immediately 
ftruck off, his body was warned, and he was buried in his 
chains, according to his own directions. 

Ockley, vol. II. fol. ia6, 127. 

t Aiefha fent a meflenger to intercede for Hejer and the 
other criminals, but he arrived too late. When Moawiyah 

afterward* 
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It feems according to arabian authors, that Moawiyah. 
nothing paffed in the 46th and 47th years of oJEJ £ 66# 
the Hegyra more remarkable than the pu- 
nishment of Hejer, and the poifoning the 
fon of Khaled $ for during aii that time, and 
even for great part of the year 48, they re- Hcgyra 4g# 
late nothing worthy obfervation, either in Ch. «r. 668. 
re(ped to the general hiftory of the Arabians, 
or to the Caliph in particular., 

They had however furely ample materials The Mufful- 
to have worked upon, in giving an account of J5J2& 
the preparations which Moawiyah made for p i e i n vain, " 
the fiege of Conftantinople, to which city 
he fent a numerous fleet towards the end of 
the year 48. One would think that an ar- 
mament of fuch a kind would have been 
much more worthy the attention and in- 
quiries of hiftorians, than a number of infig- 
nificant things with which they have filled 
their works. 

We therefore only know in general, that 
Moawiyah, who had formed a defign of 
railing a fleet even whilft he was only go- 
vernor of Syria, had vigoroufly endeavoured 
to carry that defign into execution, fo foon 
as he attained the Caliphate. When he 
thought himfelf in a condition of keeping 
the fea, he equipped a fleet, which he fent 

afterwards vifited Aieftia at Medina* (he faid to him from 
behind the curtain, what was become of your companion 
when you killed Hejer and his companions ? I lofe that, 
mother, faid he, when J am abfent from fuch porfons as you. 

to 
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Moawiyah. to'Conftantinople under the command of^his 

2^668 fonYczid -; 

They laid fiege to the city, which was 
Abu Hub. °^ ^ on § duration, and unfuccefsful ; and thefe 

are the only* important particulars that au- 
thors have thought fit to relate of it< In- 
ftead of giving us a circumftantial account of 
fo important an enterprize, and which was 
fo long carried on as to have produced many 
great and important actions and events, they 
have been very particular in informing us, 
that three of the companions of Mahomet, 
notwithftanding their great age, went on that 
hazardous expedition j that the army fuffered 
extreme hardfhips in their march, but were en * 
couraged by a tradition, no lefs than a plenary 
indulgence 5 Mahomet having jfaid, " The fins 
of the firft army that takes the city of Caefar * 
areforgiven." That a famous muflulman cap- 
tain (one of the companions and who was pre- 
fent with Mahomet at the battles of Bedre 
and Ohod) named Abu Ji'ub, was killed 
during the fiege, and buried near the walls of 
the place *{-. 

ch 85 ™ it' ^ e aut ^ or w ^° 8* ves ^ e m °ft circum- 
9 * ftantial account tff the attempt upon Con- 
Expedition of ftantinople, relates, that Yezid at the head 
u ." of a ftrong army in a very fliort time took 

* Jerufalem was then called the city of Csefar. 

t A mofque has been iince raifed over his tomb, which 
is held in fuch veneration by the turks, that to this very day 
the emperors of the Ottoman family go thither with great 
ceremony to have their fwords girt on upon their acceflion to 
the throne. 

away 
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^way from the grecian .ejaperor, Armenia Moawiyah 
ani Natolia. He then pafledthe Hellefpont, Jj^S" 
and. laid fiege to Conftantinople, and that the ' * r ' 9# 
Qreeks took no care to prevent his approaches. 
That Jthey contented themfelves with appear- 
ing -in r a pofture of defence upon the ram- 
parts, and quietly . fufFered the Arabians to 
pepft and cover themfelves in the neighbour- 
hood of the city, the circumference and ex- 
tent of which was fo immenfe, that the 
muflulm^n troops could not compleatly in- 
vefl: k. That notwithftanding this difadvan- 
tage, the Grecians in no wife difturbed their 
tranquillity; and that the Saracens plowed; 
and fowed the fields adjacent to the town and 
fuburbs, and gathered in the harveft with 
the fame facility they could have done \p their 
own cquntry. , And that after having thus 
pafled two years,. they formed feveral attacks,. ' 
in which they loft a great number of men, 
and finally raifed the fiege. , , 

~ During the time of that enterprizei great inconfbmcy 
difturbWes arofe" in Africa, the inhabitants of the Afii- 
whereof feemed inclined to throw off the cans " 
muflulman yoke. ' They had fubmitted only 
through fear j and fo foon as they found them- 
felves at liberty, they returned to their old 
religion; but oh the appearance of the fa- 
i-aeen troops tfrey again profeffed Mufful- 
manifm. 

Moawiyah appointed a man named Okbad, Okbad con- 
who was a perfon of great capacity, to be £™ s thctt }' Uk 
governor of the province of Africa, who at 

laft f 
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Moawiyah, laft^ but not wkhoutf trouble, feed thb in* 
ch 85 ™^ conftant genius of that people/ After having 
,arr * 9 ' fruitlefly ufed all the methods mercy and 
moderation could fuggeft, he refolved to 
make ufe of feverity , and thereby gained hift. 
point. He caufed a regifter to be kept of 
the names of all thofe who were the chief pro- 
moters of the changes in religion which fo 
frequently happened in that province, and 
gave orders that they fhoold be all put to the 
edge of the fword : and he at the fame time 
HTued a proclamation, importing, that for 
the future he would aft with the fame vigour 
againft all fuch as fhould dare to abandort the 
religion of the prophet. 
Kegyras -* The fears of death made a ftrong impref- 
. **• 70* g on on t jj e inhabitants of that country, but 
dty^at! the better to prevent the iH effete of thtitt 
wan. inconftancy, and keep them in awe, he caufed 

the city of Kairwan -j- to be built, which 
city afterwards became the capital of the 
province of Africa (properly fo called.) For 

* In the 50th year 6f the Hegyra died Hf ogeirah-ebn Sail 
governor of Cufah. The plague had raged there, on wiieJi he 
retired, and the peflilence ceaiing, he returned and died of it.— 
He was an aclive man, and orgood parts. He loft an eye at 
the battle of Yermouk, or, as feme fay, byl6okidg at an eclipfe. 
He was accounted to be of the wrong, party, And a cfcief of 
them. They reckon five elders on Al^s fide; fyfahometj 
Ali, Fatima, Haflan, Hoflein. Thejr oppofites are, Abu- 
becre, Omar, Moawiyah, Amru, and Mogeirah. .This ytfit 
alfo died Rahya, one of the earKeft proftfibrs of Maho- 
metifm. Mahomet faid, that of all men he ever faw, Rahya 
did ipoft reftmble the angel Gabriel. 

f It was diftafcoed from Carthage towards gie north caft 
thirty-three leagues, and twelve from the fea. 

' this 



1> 






' the : A It A m l A N: S. 03 

<W* pi^ppfe hfcfchofe fccouatty very woody, M*awiya«. 
4»4:full of ferpanta aadTwildi beafta, which §J^J 5 f ^ 
had often dbnjcr gicafc rnifcKibf : befides> the 7 ' 

woods had feraediaaan afyhtnxto the rebels 
,durbg the tinas of their revolt; and the go- 
vernor had been grcatiy retarded; and pes* 
jpkxed in his mu^k* when he purfusd them. 
Me therefore c^dfedaU thetrees inAe neigfo- 
bwrhood to Ipe fetied, and they prpved df 
ifingubr ufe to httn. in building the; new city. 
There he fixed his re fide nee, and it be- 
came the center of his juriiHi(aion v and it was 
foon confiderable on account of its com- 
merce, the number xif its inhabitants, and 
the reputation it gained when the fciea- 
ees flourifhed there. 

The Saracens alfo made ufe of itai a place 
of arms ♦, there they depofited their riches, 
and alfb the booty they took from their eno- 
jnies. And a& it wis remote from the fea, 
rind bordering upon the defert, they . were 
lecurc fpom the in vafions of the grccian or . 
roman navier j and indeed the governor Had 
taken • fuch precaution in fortifying both the 
coaft and the avenues to the city, that no de~ 
fcent could have been made there with any - : 
proiped of iucceis. 

Whilft Okbad was eftabliflung the govern.- Zi Y*& a & sf <>r 
men* of Moawiyah in Africa, the famous £*?£. 
Ziyad was employed in fubduing the Alians bia. 
in the feveral places committed to his charge. 
After having forced the Jrakians to return 
to their duty and fubmit to the Caliph, he 
- Vol. II. I wrote 
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Moawiyah. wrote a letter to him, to afk for the spvfcm* 

O*^ 5 6 © trLcnt °^ Arabia. The manner in which hfc 
' exprefled himfeif in his letter, plainly fhews* 
that Irak was fo well fecured that there was 
no reafon to fear any future disturbance*, 
-and that he could with the fame facility fe*» 
cure the peace and tranquillity of the reft 
of Arabia, <c My left hand, (aid he to the 
Caliph, is here employed in governing the 

Eeople of Jrak : in the mean time my right 
and remains idle* Give it Arabia to go- 
vern, and it will give you a good account 
of it." 
He dies in Moawiyah,who was fenfibleof how much 
po^onS^ importance it was to him, to employ a man 
fo capable of doing him fervice, immediately 
granted his requeft. The news of it being 
foon fpread abroad, was not very pleafing to 
all that heard it. Amongft others, this no-* 
mination greatly alarmed the inhabitants 
of Medina, who were afraid *of his rough 
and violent temper* One of them, named 
. Abdollah-ebn-Zobeir, alluding to the ex~ 
preflions made ufe of by Ziyad in his lettet 
to the Caliph, publickly uttered this prayer: 
Hcgyra 53. * c O God ! fatisfy this right hand which is 
Chr.*r. 672, idle and fuperfluous to Ziyad*." Ttisfaid that 

foon after this prayer Ziyad was feized with 
a peftilential ulcer in one of the fingers of 
his right hand, and that he died of it, as he 

* There is in thefe words an elgant allufion to the name 
of Ziyad, which fignifies in ^rabic, abundant arid fuper- 
fluous, 

was 
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was on the road g<jiftgto to take poffeffion Moawiyah. 
of his government. Authors fix his death qJ^ 5 6~ 
in the 53d year of the Hegyra,and the 6yzdi / ' 

of the Chriftian aera.- * 

; The feme year died the famous Q»^£*? ofGh " 
balah-ebn-Aihan, the laft king of the tribe 
of Gaflan, who Were arabian christians. He 
embraced MufTulmanifm in the Caliphate of 
Omar 3 but quitted it on account of feme 
differences he had with that Caliph, and re- 
mained amongft the Chriftians till his death. 

. Moawiyah was fenfibly touched at the lofs Hcgyra 54. 
ofZiyad: He was indebted to him for the chr -« r - 6 73- 
fcflablifhment of his authority in all the pro- 
vinces of the muffulman empire; and if any 
malcontents ftill remained, they dared not 
fhew their heads. 

. The Caliph finding himfelf in peaceable He fixes &« 
poffeffion of his dignity, fixed his refidance Jj JSSt 
at Damafcus. He thought this city was cus. 
worthy qf being chofen as the capital, as 
it had gaine^ the admiration pf all mankind, 
on s account of its pleafant Situation, its ex- 
tent, the magnificence of its buildings, and 
the mildnefs and goodnefs of its climate, 
. In order to render the city venerable to He propofes 
the MufTulmen in particular, he refolved z ? ^\ n Jv thi ~ 

, 1 i • r t • 1 ' ■» *• 1 ther Manor 

that the very pulpit from which Mahomet met's pulp*, 
had propagated Iflamifm, Should be brought 
thither* He hoped that by ere&ing fo pre-* 
cipus a relick of Mahometifm in the mofque 
pf Damafcus, and afcending it himfelf, to 
perform the public feryice, the people, flrucls 

i 3 ?*.. 
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Moawitah, at the fight of it, would have a ftfbnger at* 
Hcgyra 54 . tachnient to his pcrfoh, and pay a greater 
7 * regard to his dignity. 

He therefore fent to Meditta, && cotti^ 
manded that the pulpit of the ptopfiet^ould 
be forthwith fent to him. The Mediniaitti 
alarmed at the Caliph's dtefign, cnite&M 
that they would not deprive them of £ ti&& 
fure which was the oMy thing they hadf id 
comfort them, fince it was determined t&citf 
city (hould be no longer honoured with tha 
prefence of their fovereign, as it had been 
ever fince the days of the apoftfe of God. 
The Mcdki- But their remonftrarices were ineffedtual 5 and 
*"• °Pf ok *• the order imported that the pulpit fhtould btf 
brought away evert by force, if heed requited* 
They therefore prepared to execute the Ca- 
liphs commands notwithftandlng the op^o*- 
fition of the Medinians, When theft imme- 
diately happened an eclipfe of the fun, which 
they all looked on as a prodigy, 2nd as Z 
manifeft indication of the divine dH]9leafure* 
for their prefuming to lay hands oil thtf 
apoftle's pulpit : and the mcflfettgers of 
Moawiyan, terrified at an event; Which they 
fuperftitioufly concluded to be a miracle, de-» 
lifted from their enterprize. They therefore 
informed the Caliph of what had happened, 
and received orders to leave the relick in thd 
place where the prophet himfelf had fet it. 
Moawiyali j n t hi s year Moawiyah deprived^ Sfied of 
femment g e£^ government of Mediiia, and reftored it 
Medina to to Merwan-ebn-Hakem * the former poflfeflbr. 
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jBut authors do not fay x wha*;was the caufe 6fM° AW|YA *- 
tliis change. The Caliph alfo commanded j*J)JJ *4- 
JWtciwan .to jiemolifli Sard's houfe, and feize **' 7i# 
^U his ^effc&s in Hejaz. The new governor 
Acquainted >Saed with the purport of his or- 
■ders, ;and told him he could by no means 
Avoid iputting them in execution : He even 
* cqxtafcatod .to Sacd, that if he had been in 
iti? r(Merw^n's) place, he .would have done 
the Kke y oa goyemor b^ing obliged to obey 
the comtoahds.of his Sovereign. 

He .was much furprtzed when Saed in* 
formed Jiioi that he had.received orders from 
fhe Caliph at . the time ; he himfelf . was go* 
sremor> to t treat Mervr&n in like, manner, But 
in regard itothe^friendfhip. that had fo long 
iuhMed Jbotvreen them, he had ventured to 
difobey. Jira Word* He produced the Caliph's 
letter, at^d told Mer wan he had rather cho* 
fen to cHqiiftjthe. Caliph's ;difpleafure, than 
feel : the paiii he muft have fiiffered in ruin- 
ing his irieod. Merwan readily acknow- 
ledged Sa&Us fuperior generofity, imitated 
hixkitthis dcmduA, and gave over all thoughts 
of.executikg the Caliph's order. They both 
eaiUy, perceived, tjiat this was an act£ui con- 
trivance of Moawiyah to fet then) at variance, 
left their turion ftiould prove prejudicial to 
Ins apthof jty, MerWift wrote to Moawiyah 
on this account, and he being not a;httle 
afham^d at Jiis own ungenerous dealing, re- 
voked, the , upjuft command, approved of 

I 3 their 
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MoawiyAh. their conduft, and aflured them they migHt 
gS?S. 5 673 .depend on his friendfhip/ 

The iame year the Galiph gave the govern- 

made °gwer- ment °^ ^ e province of Chorafan to Obei- 
nor of Chora- dollah, the fon of Ziyad, who was then but 
fan. 20 * years old* This extraordinary favour 

was beftowed on him for his behaviour when 
upon the death of his lather he cante to pay 
his duty to Moawiyah, and to give an ac» 
tount of what had pafled in the feveral pro- 
vinces of which Ziyad had lately been go- 
vernor. That young Mufliilman fpake with 
fo much good fenfe and judgment, and gave 
fo fattsfadory an account of the difpofitions, 
chara<Ster, zeal and condud of his father's 
deputies, that the Caliph, amazed to find fo 
much merit, in ib young a man; readily 
placed his whole confidence in him, and fefi 
him over a coniidtrable province, •f - 
He defeats the Moawiyah had not the leaft caufe to repent 
the choice he had made. Obeidollah foon 
„ gained the affedtions of the people committed 
to his charge ; and they boldly marched un- 
der his command, when he had formed a 
defign of attacking the enemies of the ftate. 
He pafled the river Gihon, otherwifc called 

* Ockley fays, 25 years. 

t This year Moawiyah depofed Samrajii whp wai Zi- 
yad's deputy over Baforah. When Samrah heard the 
news, he faid, "God curfe Moawiyah: If I had ferved 
Gcd fo well as I have ferved him, he would never have 
damned me to all eternity." This much refembles the (peed* 
made by Cardinal Wolfey when he was feized by order 
of Henry die Eighth. Perhaps the Cardinal was indebted 
to this Arabian for the thovght, 

the 
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tpe Oxus,and advanced as far as themoun-MoAwiYAH. 
taibs of Bochara. There he encountered ihe c £^ 5 ^ 
Turks, and giving them battle, he beat them* 
and put their forces fo totally to the rout* 
that their queen, who was in the adtion, 
loft one of her bufkins in the flight, which 
fljade the fortune of him that found it ; foi? 
it was £o richly ornamented, that it was 
valued at two thousand pieces of gold. 
; Obcidallah was preparing to pufti his con-Hegjra $ j. 
quefts. with the utmoft vigour, wheii he Chr - *• 6 74* 
.was recalled by the Caliph, who had taken obddoilah is 
a bfclution Of fending him to Baforah t6j£^^ m 
replace Abdalkh the ion of Amru, whoriiment, and the 
lie r was forced to deprive of that government; ***&* *ty- 
xm account of a commotion which happened 
m that city. One day as Abdallah wafc 
jpreaching in thQ.mqfque,. a leading man of 
pne of the tribe§ of the Arabians threw duft 
at him. The governor * enraged at fo grofs 
[an inlult, caufea die Muflulm&fi who had 
* offended t to be. forthwith feteeck. and fol- 
.\pynQg]Zijykd'$ example oh ,a like occafion, 
lie ordered his hand to be cut off, which wis 
.executed pn the fpot. 

m . Some of the leading men in Baforah, and 
Jflt particular the chiefs of thfe tribes, who 
were the governor's enemies, went to Moi- 
wiyah, and loudly complained of Abdallah 8 
cruelty, who had fo bafely treated one of 
' the jphief inhabitants of the city , f without any 
proof of the iofult he pretended to J^ave re- 

I 4 eeived. 
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MoAWJTAH.ceivea *. * And /they eilW 'Ae GdipK 
cSw. 5 6 5 74.' to execute the taw of ) retaliation, opoh «k( 
governor. .... ' : 

The Caliph, amazed 'a the "warmth anil 
eagerrieft with which the'Baforiaffsprofe- 
cuted Abdallah, ftfbve'to appeafe'therirby 
promiiing to punifh him j "he gave them to 
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It foon appeared thjit this Judjgiilent 'Was gi- 
ven only to pleafe the *i3afofidns*; fbr Mda- 
wiyah privately 'gave qrftef that Abdalhfti 
fhould p^y no part of the 'fine, andj it ^as 
' a&uafly' iflued from th& public treafury . 

The 'heat with 'which 4his affcir'was 
earned oh ? plaihfy coiiyintfed Moawiygn^td 
♦Jiow great a degree the Baforiafts ' were J di& 
.jgufted VjtK .taeir governor.' He fefefew 1 * 
would be imppffible' to cbfitinue hitrt irffifo 
t>oft, without expdfing liim to freih ittmfts. 
.He refblved'therefdre to '^all him, knd Wcf- 
ftituted in his Yodrri Obeidoflah; 'the* fon" oY 
Ziyad, -who left'Chorafan to the care of oife 
Aflam, at worthlefs man, and Very unfit ftlr 
ran epapioyment of fp much importance. °Hb 
was foon difrhifled, and Mbawiyidi appdint* 
ed-Saed, thaCaliph Othman'S gratadfon, licit- 

: : '• Upon being applied to by the thief of the ttibtllUy 

-told him Moawtyah woald dealbyLhim and his, . as h#")nd 

- dealt with Hejer and his companions; wherefore, added.tbey* 

give it under your hand that you clid She action indiscreetly, 

which htt fbolrfhly complied with, -in hope* of pAdftag 

• *kem y and the meflengers produced it to Moawi/ah in 

Support of their charge againil him. 

tenant 
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tenant in Tiis ftead. IFn this place he gained Mox*itah: 
as greata reputation asObeidollahhad already q&£ *L > 
acquired there, by adding new provinces to 
&ofe of which ftifc Muffaimen were already 
in poffeflion^. ' : '- : '— ; - :r 

Hitherto 'thegbvernment had been elec^Hegyra56. 
five, but foegreatfuccefs whidhhad attended £wJ^ 7S# 
Bfoawtyah in all his undertakings, from the procures hit 
time \ : x£ Ills efev^o&to to <he Ciliphate, had™ to *£Jf- 
tolj^re<rhim with^dfcfign of rendering that hu^ucceflbr. 
dignity hereditary in%ls family. He had been 
lefng ruminating tfrt/this projeft, and at laft 
i-fcrolVedto -put it m execution, arid tooblig^ 
tfee people to declare his fon Yezid his heir 
kt\& fuccefloir. : - Fpr this .puJrpoft 'he wrote 
circular letters to -all' the provinces 5 the Sy* 
113ns ^and Irakians came -in to the Caliph^ 
ttelign, -and YezitTwas prodaimed4>y them 
without, the leaft^opppfitipn. 
"' 7 Bfut f it was noVfo^Meditta.-Milek, who 
Wis then governor -6f that tfhy* : having at- 
tempted to c&ife-Yezid to j be ^proclaimed 
there, as preftrtrtptiye heir to the Caliphate, 
was :i fttongly oppofed by "* th£ major part of 
Jhc inhabitants, -i«4iO' were headed by Ho£- 
^feihthcfon of AH, AbdaUah-ebn^Ajner, Ab- 
l^i-rafimahi^the^fon of Abobeere, and bro- 
ther t)f ^Lidha^ and Abdallah the fon of Zo* 
T>eir y J who unanimodQy declared they would 

• ! *€a&f*fl«d-*he me* ^Oihon, formerly Otas, weftt 
;*o Samtrcand (aftorw|rd* th»- capital of the great Tamer- 
baft) and Sogd.. • Having there route4 th» jclol^ters, he weat 
\to Tarauid, which furrendcred to him* 

•- - : -- never 
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MoAwtYAk. ncvfer fuffer a dignity to be rendered heredi^ 
Sfp 1 * 56- - taryj which .had been always ele&ive amongft 
'**' 75# the Muffulraen. They reprefented to him that 
the crown ought to be given by the VQtes of 
the people alone ; and that it ought always 
to be ?oaft rred on the moft worthy, agreeable 
to the intention of the prophet and his £uc* 
ceffors, who hid never appointed j or fp mucH 
a§ named a perfon to reign after them* 
. . The Caliph having been- foon informed 
of what pafied at Medina, in hopes of encou* 
raging the : matter by his prefence> ; ,went 
thither in perfon, attended by ,a thoufand 
horfe, and had a long conference witH 
Aiefha on that fubjedh We are not told 
the particulars of what paflod there 5 but th^ 
refult was, tjxat the inhabitants of Hejaz pub- 
Jickly acknowledged; Yezid as heir to the 
Caliphate. 

; Mpawiyah having thus fucceeded in draw- 
ing -off the people from their chiefs of the 
oppbfite faction, attempted to bring over the 
heads themfcJves. He afceaded the pulpit 
in the rnofque, and having readrthe prayers, 
he made a very pathetic fpeech, to convince 
them how neeeffary it was,* for the fake of 
ihe public tranquillity,, tfratfuch is had op^ 
pofed Yezid's cle&ion, (hould xiompijr 
: yvith the opinion of thofe who had fuk* 
mitted to it. He employed his utmoft ef- 
forts to make them unanimous, but all in 
vain ; for,, fpight of all his remonftrances 
arid threats, the adherents flood their ground, 

and 
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iftnd ihewed by their rcfolute anfwers fhat MoAW1YA «- 

they defpifed his menaces. •o? y 2 S £'6 

\ Though Moawiyah was vehemently; en- 7 " 

staged, and had a force at hand, he dared 
-not offer any violence to the opponents ; 
they; were very confiderable amorigft the 
:peqple, and even amongft thofe of a con- 
trary opinion j fo that the Caliph did not 
-think it prudent to make ufe of compulfion. 

After this, Moawiyah gave his advice t6* fot1 ^ 1 .^ 
Yezid touching his conduct wheri he fhould c J^e charac. 
be placed on the throne, and \cAd him what ten of the 
he had to fear from the chiefs of the opp<>^i^** 
iite fa&ion. c< Hoflein, faid he, has a.ftrong 
party, confiding of his own family, -and 
: many amoiigft the Irakians 5 they will Con- 
tinually urge him to make war againft *you, 
and perhaps he wifl comply ; but it will be 
rather from notions of honour, than through 
^tobition*: Therefore if by the fortune of 
war he com* under your power, ^mem- 
ber he is your relation 5 confider he is a 
Krfon of Angular merit, and fet him at li- 
rty without the leaft hefitation. As to 
Abdallah, the fon of Amer, I think you have, 
little to fear from him; he is too much given 
up ta devotion to think tof engaging in plots 
and conspiracies, . With regard to Abdar-i 
rahman, I think, (but for a contrary reafon) 
he will not prove a more formidable enemy; 
He is fo guided by the opinion of others, 
and fo totally addidted to women and play^ 
that it is very improbable he fhould enter 
c'. . into 
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§?S 5 £« is the inan y0U °^«^^tp{ftftr $ Jte,&i&f 

tmj^rt^cin®; rh??yg& -attacfc $ob whh -the 

.ifrfiggfc^ thft l^p n -*?^ tfce ,-fobt&y.p£ibe 
<%c r .death alofl^.)i5i»T|re« ^onjfrom^h 

. r -^fowjyahjwag kjghjjr<pl§aj^;to;heliad 

<SPgM kk.&%Q&\ MPt» .'fl«lltb#t .aniinlwva- 
l^^ip gr*at : jgjgfts£nee. as the;^ppoirif- 
; *b&# 4wP«*fer fe?:|h«r^FP^n to rbisLyfe-^rad, 
J^fia^diBapf^eF^i«FlJ|iii65$than;thofc 
^lseady . pwntioned.' ; t Hei&QUght bis jfoh was 
(fit to reiga, J^tljp^opi^obeieitfeilained 
i)f ^.mecit ty^cWAAPfttffluii^tion. Vkw*- 
^^hjfeftrwith^faffeirfs^e, ;he*pyed in hint 
ai^ji^njd jpa^^omsj but paternal law* 

m^ .#w Win4; %>$$ bis &&1&, : • . 

Whatretarfed " y^jd lW asja pr4>%aift : yoii@g,ffian > wholly 

*E3^«rw.W> >/fo*»- 8WW*1 drinking; 

fog his fon to/Tl?e fonojis. r&lyad <&fl4w him, well j and 

WjSjSu" k^&tbfpn.cQ^fol^d byWfeawiyah iat.the 

2g; uc '^fnje\that t C^%b^iw«is rjeyftlyiog. iit bis miod 

t^rji^p^rfqfsMjji^g.tbe «*©Wh to his 

^^^MIcJiiabifr^Qwi^ iprdivm his fiavei 

?f&£nfr©gi jfxe§i#ing the projeG:. Ziyad 

only joi?je#:e<l bow 4ai>gerous.it. wouldjbc. to 

ak^r 4^f^4a«^eet^.CQDftitvition d£ the ftatc* 

/^o : ,Ye2$ ? s;&8ftfs,-aijd. merit, be > was cau4 

tiwsjQ|fbei9g.1Po#^licit to aiather; howi 

cyeF.itf^^faf^d^ojiiiwbatbc'/aid, ,that he 

^^oLtiyfl^ciX^WiifeQ^Wianfwicr the Can 

oiui lipb's 



Kpta* «*£«aatiolW r bv fca* tl^c&ricfe- #<*uld *•*"***<* 
d^honotfr either «&'tfc8 tfcffcfie <§* <hft*rta&H*g^5];j 

Moawfyab wtf$#aggl»e^ty thefe retail " ' ^ * 
ftfari6*$y and for fert# years kid his p*feje& ;; 

aficie t feirt ufxba^iyad^dea^ wfjo was-ttx; . . 
oniy Amir tfaftf had tokeft «*» Kfcef ty of fpeak- 
i^l&ffiiftlokh&g'hia fen's difpofitfert tfnd 
qtiati'fttatrorts,- fce teftiftied ti^defigi*} Itetifc. 
ever two j*ear s paHfed- afi^r ; Ks return to Da-* 
mafcus, before he fuffered him to perform 
the fuftaiohS of the CaJipfafce/ 

In this interval hiftorians nlakd lktle <5He*^ Hegy«5l 
fioh of the Arabian eiftpirej Ihey otAf #e-g^tf 6 j£ 
late die de&h of the famous A'iefha, #ho eflu and Ab- 
ided her fafi a¥ Medina, rind who during <krrahman - 
her life time-had been treated .With the utmoft 
refpe<Sl by the* Muflulmen *. The fame year 
alfo died her brother Abdirrahmah, Wh6 
Wa9 one of the four that oppofed Yezkl's in* 
augur at ion. 

The next year died Abu-«Hureirahj whoDeathofAba- 
had been one of Mahomet's chief confidants. Hurdrah - 
The true name or pedigree* of that Mufiuk-Hegyn^. 
ihan is not known, that which is above riien*- Chr * w * 6 7 8 « 
* Honed being a nick-name, fighifying fathei- of 
the cat, which wis gWefi him by Mahomet^ 
tin account of his fbndnefs For orte of thofe 
animals, which he always carried about with 
him. 

* • Wc muft except the time When fhe expofed hetfeif in 
the expedition againft Ali» as before related. At other times 
ihe was called prophetefs j and when any perlbn (poke t5 
iu*V A wa^geti«^ly by ^the tide of Mother of the Faftafb*. 

• ? The 
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Mo a wi yah- The 6oth year of theHegyra was remark- 

9 " was publicly acknowledged as his father's 
Ceremony ^colleague, and took his feat as prefumptive 
n^o^of^Ye-heir to the Caliphate. The ceremony was 
*M. performed with great pomp and folemnity, 

and the young prince received die compli- 
ments and allegiance of all the provinces of 
the empire from their refpe&ive ambaffa- 
dors. 
Blind fondnefs Amongft the reft came Al- Ahnaph, a vene-r 

forye°zw! yahrablc old man > Yezid ' s uncle * He abode 

fome time at the Caliph's court, and the fond 
father being defirous that all the world fhould 
join with him in entertaining a good opinion 
of his fon's capacity, defired AL Ahnaph to 
difcourfe him ; and to give him a fair opport- 
unity of trying his parts, he left them fbme 
time alone, with «in injundion to tell him 
fincerely what he thought of Yezid. 
, This was a very troublefome tafk to Al- 

Ahnaph ; he was not at all pleafed with his 
nephew's capacity and character, and was con- 
fequently very unwilling plainly to fpeak his 
fentiments to his brother. He avoided it as long 
as he could, but when he was on the point 
of leaving Damafcus, Moawiyah reminded 
him of the injunction. The old man gravely 
and honeftly anfwered: c< If we lye, wear? 
afraid of God ; and if we fpeak truth, we are 
afraid of you : you know b'eft both his night 
and his day ; his infide and his autflde, hi? 
coming in and his going out $ it is. qwt bufir 

nefa 
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nefe to hear and obey t yours to give counfel^ bAW, J AH ; 

to the people . q^».6 79 i 

This was enough to have opened the Ca*. 
liph's eyes, as to ,the fuppofed merit of his 
fon $ but that able clear-fighted man, fo fa- 
mous among his countrymen for his great dit 
cernment, blinded by paternal fondnefs,enten- 
tained too favourable an opinion of him, which 
could by no means be eradicated. Though 
otherwise a prudent man, he could not help 
frequently commending his fon for his ma- 
jeftic look, and expreffing in conversion 
the great opinion he had of his abilities for 
governing a potent empire. But unhappily 
for him, as well as for the nation, he was 
the only perfon of that opinion. 

It is related that in one of his harangues 
to the people ( after the public prayers ) he 
thus addreffed himfelf to the, Deity : c < O 
God ! If thou knoweft that I have fettled the 
government upon my fon, becaufe according 
to the beft of my judgment I think him 
qualified for it, confirm it to him. But if 
I have done it out of affedtion, confirm it 

not." 

Moawiyah began >at that time infenfibly to 
decline ; he was advanced in years, and the 
fatigues of war, and thofe he had otherwife 
fuftained in order to gratify his. ambition, 
had greatly weakened his constitution. The 
laft fpeech he made in public, was to this 
effect : €C I am like the corn that is to be 
reaped. I have governed you a long 
\ time, 
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MbA*tiY*ir. time, till we ate weary of efcch other j both 
Sj 8 ™^ * willing to p4r£. I amTuperior to all thofe 
waac 79- ^^ ^^ come after we, as my predecet- 

fors were fi^perior to me. Whofoever loves 
to meet God, God loves to meet him. O 
God ! I love to meet thee*, do thou love to 
meet me!" 
Moawiyah's Shortly after this he was.feized wkfr a 
M advice to fai nt ing fit, and was fenfihte his end was 
approaching. His fon being then abfent, he 
called to him the captain of his guards, and 
another of his chief officers, and faid to 
them : Remember me to Yezid, and tell 
him this from me : " Look upon the Ara- 
bians as your ftock and foundation, and 
when they fend any ambaffadors to you, 
treat them with courtefy and refpeft* Take 
care of the Syrians, they are firmly in your 
intereft, to them you are indebted for the 
inheritance I leave you, and you may depend 
upon them whenever you are attacked by 
your enemies : but if you have occafion to 
employ them out of their own country, fend 
them home again fo foon as they have done 
their bufinefs, for they become worfe by 
flaying long abroad. Should the Irakians 
demand a new governor every day, oblige 
them, for you had better in fuch cafe part 
with your deareft friend, than have an hun- 
dred thoufand fwords drawn againft you. If 
Abdallah the fon of Zobeir attacks you, op* 
pofq him ; if he offers you peace, accept it, 

. - aod 
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ahd W as fparing as poffible of the blood of Moa*iy»«. 

your fubjedts .» ... ,§?£■&. ' 

Moatoiyah died in the twentieth year of 
his feign, and about the fevfinty fifth year of Moawiyak 
his age. ; When he Was dead, Dehafc the fdn 
6f Jfcais atfembled the people in the mofque,* 
and mounting the pulpit with Moawiyah's! 
winftfag fheet,' he fliewed it to the people to* 
fetisfy fhefo 6f his death : he then rpade an 
encorniutn upon nim, and faid the burial! 
prayer over hmi. 

- Su6h was' the ehd of Mba^iyah, *a prince Hischarader* 
iirgtffcat repute ambngft ! the MufTulhien, on 
afccouat of the 'mariy eminent pofts hfcpof-* 
fefled. Having' bfeen lecretary td Mahomet, 
fce WafcT appbiftted goverribr of Syria,; Which 
he held tour years under the Caliph Omar, 
and in- which he was continued by Othmaii' 
during. thd whole courfe of his reign, which, 
was about twelve years ; and four years * 
more lie kept Syria in his own hands by fprce, f 
duririg his difpute with AH. So that ihfi; 
time of 5 his government, and bf his reign, 
Was about forty years. 

He was of a mefcifdl difpofition, and 
courageous : he was eafy of accefs, and all 
fiich as had any affairs to tranfadt with hirrij 
could not help commending his polite and - 
affable behaviour. t He was of a quick capa- 
city, ' thoroughly fkilled in the adminiftratio&r 
of government^ and mafter of admirable fa- 
gacity in difcerning the characters and merit , 
of men/ In fefpeft to his fon indeed, he 
V : OL. II. K. eithefc 
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Mo a wit a». either did. not, or would not know his tQfe 

JJp 1 * j?°- charader. 
• mm - 79 * Authors foeak highly in praife of the 
noble generality of this Caliph* They tell us 
that when he received vifits from perfons of 
high rank and quality, he ufually invited 
them to take any thing of value, or curious, 
belonging to him , that they had a mind to *. 

The Arid Muflulmen \yere not a little 
offended at the richnefs of his drefe y for tjjl 
his time the Caliphs had worn only woollen 
garments. But fo foon as he because go- 
vernor of Syria, he began to make qie of 
filk, and ever afterwards was cloathed in rich 
and coftly array. He alio lived in a very 
lplendid manner, and made ho fcruple of 
conftantly drinking wine, contrary to the 
ufage of his predeceflbrs, who had always 
looked upon that liquor to be absolutely pro- 
hibited. 

This great prince fet himfelf above all the 
laws in order to attain the fovereign dignity ; 
he gained it without being indebted to an 
election, or the fufrages of the nation 3 by, 
the help of Amru he took fuch prudent 
meafures that he affumed the title of Caliph 
by the fole affiftance and countenance of tn© 
votes of the Syrians, fpight of the nomina- 

* He made a prefent to Aiefba of a bracelet worth 
100,000 pieces of gold. He preferred Haflan with 300,000 
pieces. To Abdallah the Ion of Zobeir he gave 100,000. 
To HofTein 100,000. The like to Abdollah-ben-Jaafar. 
To Mcrwan the (on of Hakem, afterwards Caliph, 100,000. 
At another time he prefented Haffau with four millions. 

; *~ tion 



tfc* ARABIAN! i 3 t 

tfan of Hai&n, whom the Arabians hadMdAwiTA*. 
fitted to the throne. And he fo managed his ?f gyra ^ ># 
rival as to caufe him to abdicate in his favour* * aBrt 79 * 
His policy, being happily feconded by for- 
tune, railed htm to that amassing heighth, in 
which he fixed and maintained himfelf, by 
the help of great (kill and talents* 

He may have been reproached, as an 
ufurper ; but it muft at the lame time be con- 
ifefied, that he was a great monarch, and at 
Icaft as worthy the empire as any of thofe 
who poffeflfed it before him. He was fo 
fortunate at to extend the limits of his do- 
minions, and was the firft who tranfmitted 
the crown to his posterity. To him alio the 
Saracens owed the eftablifhment of the pofts, 
and the raifing a fleet, ufeful and noble im- 
provements, which (hewed the greatnefs of 
bis capacity, and the extent of his genius. 

This Caliph was not learned, but he had {«*»stto of 
a natural tafte, which fupplicd his want of J^ yah " 
fkili and knowledge in die arts and fciences ; 
and tfiat tafte induced him to efteem and 
favour fuch as excelled therein. He had above 
all a lingular affedion for poets, and gave 
diem proofs of it upon every occafion that 
offered. Arabian authors relate (amongft 
others) twopaflages, which it may not be 
improper to mention. 

An arabian robber being once condemned 
to have his hand cut off, was brought before 
Moawiyah, in order that the fentence might 
be* confirmed. The criminal being in the 

K a Caliph's 
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Moawitah. Caliph's prefehce, and reflecting on his great* 

ch 9 ™ 6°" * ove ^ or P oetr y> made and repeated four vcrfca 
*** 79 ' on the fpot, which were very ingenious ind 
beautiful; and Moawiyah was fo highly 
pleafed with them, that he fort With par* 
doned the Arabian, and caufed him to be fetr 
at liberty. 

This pardon raifed the greater admiration, 
as it was the firft fentence pronounced by a: 
magiftrate amongft the Muffulraen, that had 
not been put in execution : for till the time of. 
Moawiyah, the Caliphs had hot prefamed to 
fhew favour to thofe whom, the ordinary 
judges had condemned. 

The great fond nefs which Moawiyah had* 
for poetry, was alio of great ufe to a young. 
Arabian in obtaining fpeedy redrefs for a cry-? 
ing injury done him by the governor of Cufah> 
in forcibly taking from him his beauteous and. 
beloved wife. The wretched husfcand caftie 
to make his complaint to the Caliph, and ex-* 
prefled his prefent condition in fb moving an 
elegy, that Moawiyah both moved and de- 
lighted with the bold and pathetic expreffions, 
and lively fancy of the young poet, put off, 
the determination of all other bufinefs, ict 
order to do him fpeedy jqftice. He fent an 
exprefs t to the governor, and commanded 
him to refign the woqrian without delay: 
and in the mean time he kept the husband 
at court, and treated him with great mark* 
of refpeft. 

The 



/ 
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The governor returned a very extraordinary Moawi yai. 
'anfwer, which fhewed the excefs of his pat- **egyra 60. 
fion. * He informed the mefienger that if the * * r * 679 * 
Caliph would permit him to retain her only 
twelve months, he would confent to have 
his head cut off at the end of that time: 
but the Caliph rigidly infiftcd on her being 
given up, and (he was brought before him. 

So extraordinary an event excited the Ca«- 
Jiph's curiofity. He was defirous of feeing a 
'woman whofe beauty was £o much talked 
of : on the fight of her he found that feme 
had been far from over-rating her perfections, 
and that her charms were capable of infpiring 
^ach beholder with love. But when fhe 
ipoke, with her ufual politenefs and elegance 
of expreffion, he declared that he who had 
received To many embaflies, and converfed 
with the greateft men of his country, never 
before heard fuch a torrent of eloquence 
as flowed from the lips of that charming 
Arabian. 

Moawiyah, in a tranfport of admiration, 
imagined he faw one of thofe divine womea 
whom Mahomet has placed in his paradife, 
to adminifter to the pleafures of the blefled. 
He was never tired of liftening to her, and 
continually afked her new queftions, that he 
might give her an opportunity of fpeaking. 
After a pretty long converfation, the Caliph 
afked her, (having purpofely affumed a ferious 
air) for which fhe bad tbs greateft afFe$iom 9 
the governor or her husband ? the fair 

K 3 arabiaa 
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IffoAwiTAH. arabian remaining fome time filent, Moa- 
Hcgyra 60. wiyah thought he had put her to a ftand, and 
Ch.*r. 67$. wa$ beginning to grow angry, when fhe, 

with a modefty becoming her ftx, anfwtered 
him in verfc, foil of fire and fpirit, in which 
ihe fhewed her great love and attachment to 
her husband, and begged (he might be rc- 
ftored to him. " What a prodigy of wit and 
beauty you are ! cried the Caliph in amaze $ 
how highly would my kingdom be honoured, 
if you would be pleafed to (hare my throne ! 
but (ince you are refolved to return to your 
own country, I will not prevent you: go 
then, and if you would enjoy your happy 
husband without fear of fome fre(h misfbr* 
tune, keep clofe to your houfe : and if yoo 
muft go out, let a thick veil cover your match* 
lefs charms from the eyes of men. 1 * 

The Caliph difmiffed the happy pair, to 
each of whom he gave the ftrongeft proof 
of his efteem and regard. He made them 
very rich prefents $ and as the young Arabian 
had informed Moawiyah, that in endeavour- 
ing to recover his wife, he had (battered his 
fortune, the Caliph made it up to him by 
beftowing on him double the fum he had ex- 
pended for that purpofe. The young poet 
and his fair wife returned to Arabia, where 
they (hewed their gratitude to Moawiyah, in 
publickly acknowledging the goodnefs and 
generality of that Caliph, who had beftowed 
pn them fo many favours. 

Shortly 
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after this event Moawiyah cfied. MoAWITA »* 
The city of Damafcas, which had been ^aJJ J? # - 
place of his refidence, was the place of his * 

fepulchrc, and there alfo were buried all the 
Caliphs of the dynafty of the Ommiyans. 

Y E Z I D. 

The SEVENTH CALIPH. 

YEZID, the fon of Moawiyah, was Ya«*. 
in the thirtieth year of his age when he ***&** **» 
afcended the throne. He was forthwith ac- ,679 * 
knowledged lawfol Caliph in all the Maho- jjjwj rf 
metan countries, except the cities of Mecca Medina re. 
and Medina, the inhabitants whereof being M * to «- 
enraged at the flight Moawiyah (hewed them, fea^ 6 * 
by difregarding their right to votes in the 
nomination of a fovereign, they refolved to 
revenge the contempt of the father on the 
fon, and to ufe their utmoft efforts to recover 
their liberties and priviledges. 

They might poflibly have fucceeded in Hafian and 
their attempts, had it not been for the factions ^"^^ 
that divided them as to the Caliphate. Hof- ^£&I?" 
fcin the fon of Ali, laid claim to it as his Caliphate, 
birth-right* And Abdallah the fon of Zobeir 
had alfo his views and pretentions 5 and they 
were each of them fupported by a ftrong 
party, which kept up their hopes. The 
lead disturbance would have given them an 
opportunity of breaking out into an open 

K 4 revolt^ 
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ymr>f revolt; but though Yezid was very indif* 
Kcgyra 60. ferently provided with thofe talpnjts which are 
' ' 79 ' neceffary for the ruling a kingdom, he be- 
haved fo prudently as to maintain theqyiet of 
the ftate. 
+ The new Caliph did not remove one of 

the lieutenants and officers, which his father 
had fet over the provinces. . On-the contrary 
he wrote to them, and confirmed them in 
their^poftSfl informing them at th? faipe time 
of the 'right he' had to the Toverefgn dignity, 
as being then folely poffeffed of it iby the^ejtth 
of Moawiyah, ; 

Yezid having been informed, that he had 
po reafon to fear • any oppofition, . feve only 
from Hbffejn the fon of AH, and t Abdallah 
the fon of Zobeir, he particularly mentioned 
thofe two Muffulmen in a letter he wrote to 
•Waled the fon. of Otbah, then governqr of 
Medina; ^rid he commanded him to ufe his 
utmoft .endeavour to make them pay their 
Jiqmage without delay, . 

As there appeared no fmall danger in cxt 
ecuting fuch a commiffion relating to perfons 
of fo confiderable credit and power, Waled 
went to Merwan-ebn-Hakem and confulted 
him concerning the contents of it, Merwan 
was a psrfon of note, whom Moawiyah had 
piade ufe of on feveral occafions, We are 
pot told why the Caliph fhewed fo little 
gratitude to him ; but after he was appointed 
governor of Medina, he was difmifled, as 
\fc have already obferved, and Saed put in 
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jlis . jjteeb ; Moawiyab afterwards reftored that Y««» • 
goyeriim€&)t f to him, and again deprived him ^Jf^^l 
#f it in favotfr of Waled. 

This new governor therefore went to con*- 
fult Merwan, who was of opinion that they 
fhould fend for Hoflein and Abdallah, and 
that they fhould not mention Moawiyah's 
cleat b, till they had inquired and difcovered their 
ftntiments touching Yezid's right to the Ca- 
liphate, a dignity in which he had been in- 
ftalled by his father, with the confent of the 
inajor part of the Muflulmen. He added, 
that the oath of allegiance fhould be then 
forthwith tendered to them, and if they re- 
fufed to take it, their heads fhould be ftruck off. 

In conformity to this advice, Waled fent 
a mefiage to Hoflein and Abdailah, defiring 
them to attend him. They anfwered the 
meffenger that they would come. But as 
they probably had fome fufpicion of Moa- 
wiyah's death, they fufpe&ed what would 
be required of them, and took their meafures 
accordingly. 

Hoflein appeared the firft at the governor's Thqr rcfofe 
Jioufe. He had taken the precaution to be ^Aw *** 
attended with a large body of his , friends, 
whom he placed about the door, with orders 
$0 come in if they fhould hear any diftur- 
bance, But this precaution became unnecef- 
fary by the manner in which he anfwered 
what Waled required of him. The go- 
vernor having acquainted him with Moa- 
tyiyah's death, invited him to own his allegi- 
ance 
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Yint>. met to Yesstd. Hoflein did not abfoluteljr 

J*fB3 rm *°- refofe fo to do, but anfwcrcd, that it was 
Ck.icr.679- not fuiublc to thc dignit y rf Ytaid that the 

homage due to him, particularly from a man 
of his diftin&ion, fiiould be paid in private ; 
for confidering the prefent fituation of mens 
ibinds, fuch homage might be one day dis- 
puted : that therefore he considered it as ah 
oft of great importance, which ought to be 
performed in a folcmn affetably of the peo- 
ple, which would render it more authentic. 

Waled, imagining that Hoflein fpoke hk 
real fentiments, declared himfeif to be of 
the fame opinion, and firmly believing he 
meant to take the oath in a public aflembly, 
he prefled him no further. Hoflein took his 
leave of the governor in order to depart. 
But Merwin, who readily few through this 
pretence 41 , faid to Waled, " If Hoflein doc* 
not pay his alleigance before he goes away, 
J forefee there will be a great deal of blood 
filed between you and him ; let him therefore 
take the oath forthwith, otherwHe ftrike off 
his head." Hoflcin having heard what Mer- 
wan faid, reproached him for his fanguinary 
council, and leaping fuddenly out of the 
room, went to his own houfe. Merwin* 
finding he was gone, told Waled he was in 
the wrong to mils fo fair an opportunity, and 

* It is related that Waled few through the e*cufe alfo, 
trot that he declined putting Hofein ta death, either froa* 
Principles of religion, or love to the family 6f Ali. Ockley* 
voLILJaLite 

aflured 
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aflured him that he wotild never fee Hoffcin **«**. 
any more} and indeed he fooa refolved to**fSy*»- to* 
go to fome place of lafety. L%5fcr - * 7 * 

Abdalkh the fon of Zobeir was then Tent 
for : he delayed time, and amufed the go*- 
Vernor by doubtful anfwers $ and having fpeedi- 
ly fortaed a refolution, he departed from 
Medina with all his family, and moft valuable 
effects. 

He chofe Mecca for the place of hk They retire to 
afyhim. Thither alfo Hoffein went for re - Mecca - 
fuge, with all his family, except Mahomet 
Hanifiah, the fon of All, who was confe- 
cUently brother of Hoffein, but not by the 
fame mother* 

Mahomet Hanifiah, who at parting exprefled 
a moft tender affe&ion and concern for 
Hoffein, advifed him not to venture himfelf 
in any of the provinces, till his friends were 
gathered together in a coniiderable body, and 
then he might truft himfelf with them. 
And if he was refolved to go into any town 
he fhould prefer Mecca, whence he fhould 
immediately withdraw into the mountains, if 
he found the leaft appearance of any thing 
to difguft him. 

One would think it might have been mor6 
advifable for them to retire together, than 
for the one to wander in the mountains, 
where he would have run the hazard of 
wanting neceflaries, and being taken by his 
enemies; but arabkn hiftorians relate this 
fad, without making the leaft mention of 

the 
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Yezib. the motives (as indeed they have done m 

ch 83 ™^ man y ot ^ er k^nces) and therefore we rauft 
. ». 79. ^ fatisfied with their relation. 

Hoffein, having agreed on proper meafures 
with his brother, tenderly embraced him, and 
took the road to Mecca, where he arrived 
without the leaft accident. But Abdallah 
had not fo quiet and uninterrupted a journey. 
Amrou the fon of Said, who was then go- 
vernor of Mecca, endeavoured to prevent him 
from entering the city, for which purpofe 
he employed Amer the fon of Zobeir, and 
brother to Abdallah, but at the fame time his 
inveterate enemy, to march out with a de* 
tachment againft his own brother. Amer 
readily accepted the command, and went to 
meet Abdollah. The latter boldly attacked 
Amer, beat his troops, took him prifoner, 
and entered triumphant into Mecca, fpight of 
the attempts of the governor, who dared not 
to carry his refiftance any further, on account 
of the particular regard and great veneration 
the Meccans fhewed to that Muffulman, and 
Which by the late event was confiderably 
augmented. 

Though Abdallah feemed to have intereft 
fufficient to carry his point, yet the prefence 
of Hoffein in Mecca eclipfed his glory : the 
former was loved and refpedted, but Hoffein 
was poffeffed of perfonal good qualities, which 
gained him the general love and efteem of 
the people. Befides, aa Fatima his mother 
was Mahomet's daughter, and confequently he 

was, 
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was the prophet's grandfon, he was held in *««»* 
the utmoft reverence. gjgj ** * 

• The governor of Mecca, a Very able and 
underftanding man, was . much embaraflcd 
by the. prefcnce of two fuch troublefome 
guefts. But he was luckily foon extricated 
from the difficulty by an order he received 
from the CaUph. 

Yezid, having been informed of Waled's Amrou it 
remifsnefs in refpedt of Hoffein and Abdaliah r ***** *°; 
removed him from the government of M^SSZ 
dina, and gave it to Amrou-ebn-Said, whor 
was governor 'of Mecca.; And Amrou ac- 
cepted it with, the greater pl&(ure, as it fur-*> 
oifhed him with a reafbn for departing from 
a city, where the authority he had gained* and 
the refpedfc that had beefi paid him before 
the arrival of thofe two Muffulmen* was 
afterwards greatly diminished. 

Now though Amrou was firmly in Yezid'a 
intereft, yet, he was perfuaded that his ab-« 
fence could in no wife prejudice the Caliph's*' 
affairs, for as Hoffein ami Abdaliah had feve> 
rally a ftrong party, he was in hopes their 
competition would at moil occaiion only 
fome little divifions amongft the inhabitants, 
that the difficulties of coming to z refolution 
would catife the principal matter to remain 
long undecided, and that the Caliph would 
have time to take proper meafures for efta- 
blifhing his authority, at the peril of thofe: 
who were plotting to wreft it from him. 

la 
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Yczid. lb the mean time the foppofed equilibrium 

Sf 83 ^ £*• between the two parties proved a mere 

■** °79* chimera. Hoflein had in fa£t a great fupe~ 

^^ dani riotity, which was foon apparent from die 

crowntoHof- fleps which the people of Irak took in hit 

fcin. &vour. Upon Hoflein all the Irakians had 

founded their chief hopes, and had ever de* 

tcfted Moawiyah as a tyrant and ufurper. 

So foon at they heard of his death, they 

made not the leaft doubt of fucceeding in die 

defign they had formed of reftoring the &* 

mily of Ali to the throne. 

The Cufians fent a deputation, confifHng 
of the principal inhabitants, to Hoflein to 
prevail on him to embark in their defign. 
* My lord, faid the deputies to him, we 
confidcr you a? lawful heir to the Ca~ 
Mphate. Moawiyah, whom we deteft, is 
dead ; come therefore and refume a thrbne 
which is your juft right, and which that 
tyrant forcibly deprived you of. We ac- 
knowledge you to be our fovereign; make 
the people of Irak happy by your prefence ; 
through our mouths they pay you homage * 
they intreat you not to abandon them ; and if 
you come amon^ft them, you will not only 
meet with a cordial reception, but find men 
determined to hazard their lives and fortunes 
in your caufe." 

Hoflein was far from being difpleafed with 
this ftep, and exprefled his thanks to the de- 
puties ; however he obferved to them, that 
notwithftanding the great affurances they 

gave 
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gave him of fucceeding in the enterprise, it Yew*, 
was the part of a prudent man to ufe due Q^ g J£ 6°* 
caution and tircumjpeltion 10 an af&ir of fo * **" 79 * 
meat confequeope* and attended with fo much 
Hazard. He promifed then) that he would 
duly weigh their propoftl, and take proper 
ineafures with the Dtmoil expedition ; but he 
charged them tQ recommend it as his advice 
to the chief of thofe who had efpoufed his 
intercft, to behave with gceat precaution, 
and to keep the matter a profound fecret till 
it was ripe for execution- 
Hoffein haying maturely confidered this Hoffdn fend* 

important and di^wl^ enterprise, refoived to^Sbcdif. 
lend his coufin Muflim, a perfon he could rely pofitkms of 
on, into Irak] iwdhegavehimtlieneceflaiy^P 00 ? 1 ^ 
iaftruftions to found the inclinations of the 
people. " If you find them,'' 6id he, " fo 
unanimous in my infiereft, as they have beea 
reprefented, and if they are ftroog enough to 
make head againft fuph as may appear to op» 
pofe them, you may, without further orders, 
boldly lead theip forth/' 

Muflim departed from Mecca, accom*. 
panied by two faithful Mahometans, who 
from thfir knowledge of the country were 
qualified to ferve bin) as guides, and by the 
correfpondence they kept up in thofe parts 
might be ufeful to him in the execution of 
his orders. But he had fcarce reached the 
borders of Irak, when he had the misfortune 
to lofe them both by. readies, which fud~ 

denly put an end to tfeeir liyest 

So 
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Yezid/ : So unprofptfbus a beginning difcouragecf 
Hegyra 60. Muflim to fbch a degree, fhat he was on. thtf 
* ** 9 79 ' point of giving over the undertaking. How- 1 
ever at laft he recovered his courage and came' 
io Cufah, where he communicated his bu- 
finefs privately only to fuch perfons as he' 
knew he could truft. And the matter was 
fo clofely and* artfully conduced, that th'ejr 
reckoned {hemfelves fecure of eighteen thou- : 
land Irakians, who were ready to take up 
arms. ''.'''. 

Noman*s Though this fecret was imparted to 'man/ 

Jj£^ t0 *• perfons, yet it was a long time before it vtas. 

difclofed, fo that Noman the fcfn of Bafchir/ 
who was then governor of Cirfah, had not 
the lead information of it till the party was' 
almoft ready to take the field. The moment 
he was apprized of the defign, he caHed an' 
aflembly of the people in themofque; and : 
aicending the pulpit fword in hand, harangued 
them to the effeft following: <c I find the ! 
fpirit of division and disorder is again gone, 
forth ; and I am informed that the Irakians are 
about to take up arms in favour of the Allans. 
Iwould exhort you in particular to remain! 
quiet fpedfcators of the difference. By foch 
a conduct you will feclureyour own happinefs 1 
and mine. But if I find that any amonglt 
you (hall interfere, I fwear by the living God,, 
and by this fword which I now hold in my. 
hand, I will never pardon them; and I wiu^ 
fooner lofe my life, than be wanting in my 
duty to the Caliph Yezid/* 

This 
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. This harangue, pronounced at a time ¥»«••• 
when a&ion would have been much more q£®£ 6 ^' 
iuitable, . did not make the defired impreffion '* * 
on the hearers. One of the congregation 
convinced him of it, by telling him that this 
was a matter which required ftirring, but he 
talked like one of the weak ones. He an- 
fwered, <c That he had rather be one of the 
weak ones in obedience to God, than one of* 
the ftrong in rebelling againft him ;" and faying 
tbefe words, he came down from the pulpit. 

Some Cufians being difcontented at the 
governor's conduct, immediately complained 
againft him to Yezid. They informed the 
Caliph that the defign formed by Hoffein's 
party of making an infurre&ion had been 
long difcovered, and they accufed the go- 
vernor of not taking proper meafures on fo 
important an occafion. 

The Caliph, who was highly difpleafed at Obeidoiiah 
the negligence and inattention of Noman, made S°- 
forthwith difmilTed him, and put in his place cufahin the 
Obeidollah, fon of the famous Ziyad. He place of No- 
was already governor pf Baforahj but they maiu 
entertained fo good an opinion of his abilities, 
that they thought him equal to the talk of 
governing both the places. 

Obeidollah went to Cufah fo foon as he 
received the Caliph's orders* And as he had 
taken care to gain intelligence of what fteps 
the Alians were preparing to fake, he dif- 
covered that Hoflein intended foon to make 
his appearance in that city. 

Vol: II. L And 
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Ye 2 id. A n d his intelligence proved true, for Mu£- 
§*»£ *°- lim, being well pleated with the fuccefi of 
7 his negotiation, Wrote to Hofleiti to fet oiit 
immediately, for that nothing noW Was want- 
ing but his pretence.. 
Condua of Obeidollah, fufpedling What would happfert^ 
Obeidollah ^ minded. artfully to found the difpofitions 

for difcover- . f ^ - . «\ r • a • tt 

ing Hoffcins of the Cunans in the prefent juncture. He 
party- kept his defign profoundly fecret till thfe mo- 

ment he fet out, and privately caufed a repott 
to be fpread in CiiFah, that Hoflein Would 
arrive there fuch a day. On the eVening of 
that day he rode into the town, fo difguifed 
as to make them believe it was Hoflein hini- 
felf, for he wore a garment like his, and a 
black turban, fuch as the fon of Ali uled to 
wear. As he palled along he found a croud 
of inhabitants in the way, whom he (aimed 
with great civility ; . in a word, he played his 
part fo well, that he was taken for Hoflein, 
and he thereby difcovered that the Alians had 
a very confiderable party in the place. He 
received with great feeming cordiality greet- 
ings which were meant to Hoflein, and many 
times heard himfelf faluted by the title of fon 
of the apoftle.. 

But tne Cufians Were foon undeceived* 
Obeidollah Went to the caftle, and fhoftly 
afterwards arrived one hundred horfe whom 
he had chofen for his guard. He then difco- 
vered himfelf, and took meafures to ftiflc 
the fedition in its birth. In order to do it 
effe&ually, and with as little noife as poflible, 

h« 
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he rcfolycd to fearch to the bottom of the Vb«*. 
intrigue. For this purpofe, having been Sp 1 * 6o - 
informed Muflim was the principal agent in ** 6?9i 
the affair, he employed one of his officers 
to gain admittance into the houfe of that 
Muflulman, and to bribe fbme of his fervants 
thereby to find out the fecrct. 

The officer, who was well qualified for the 
unravelling an intrigue, prepared to put his 
mailer's orders in execution. He made an 
acquaintance with fome of Mullim's family ; 
and as he pretended to be a zealous friend 
to the Alians, they made no fecret to him 
of what was tranfading in favour of Hofleim 
He discovered that they ufed to meet in the 
night time to confult about that important 
aflair ; that they kept an exaft rpgifter of all 
fuch as were of the party, and alfo of 
the troops and money they were able to 
raife and contribute. But in order to be 
the more exa&iy informed of the particulars, 
he procured himfelf to be introduced to 
Muflim and told him, that being a great 
friend to the caufe in which lie was then 
employed at Cufah, he was come to offer 
him a fuppiy of three thoufand pieces of 
gold* His name was forth with inierted in thd 
regifter, and he was inlifted among the num* 
ber of Hoflein's adherents. From that<mo- 
ment nothing was concealed from him, and 
he was fbon in a condition of giving his maftcr 
a true and exaft account of the forces of the 

L 2 Alians, 
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Ytzix*. Alians, of their defigns, and even of the 

Hegyra 60. ver y j^ur t hey had fixed for the carrying them 

79 ' into execution. When he had gained as 

much intelligence as was for his purpofe, he 

fuddenly difappeared, and went no more to 

the houfe of Muflim, 

The unexpected abfence of this man 
raifed great fufpicions in Muflim, who being 
apprehenfive that he fhould be feized in his 
own houfe, left it, and went for fhelter 
to the houfe of one of the Emirs of 
Cufah, named Sjiarik, who was a fincere 
friend to the Alians. Thither came the 
chief confidents of Muflim to confer on* 
their defign : but as the governor's vigilance 
and activity proved a great obftacle to the 
fuccefs of it, they refolved to aflaflinate him, 
the firft time they fhould meet him without 
his attendants. 
A projea is An opportunity foon offered itfelf ; Obei- 
oK!ff dollah propofed to pay a vifit to Sharik, who 
was then dangeroufly ill : though his ficknefs 
did not prevent him from doing all in his 
. power to advance the intereft of Hoflein : 
Sharik having been informed of the hour 
the governor would come to make the vifit, 
it was fettled that they fhould not mifs fo 
fair an opportunity of ftriking the intended 
blow; Muflim undertook to perform it, 
and it was contrived that he fhould be placed 
in a corner of the room, and that he fhould 
fall on the governor when the fick man 

called 
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called for water, which was the fignal ap- Vezid. 
pointed for that purpofe. gjgya 60. 

Obeidollah came to the houfe of Sharik ' **' 79 * 
at the hour he had fixed, and fo foon as his 
arrival was made, known, Muflim went to 
his poft, and fo effectually concealed himfelf 
that he could not be feen. The governor, 
who did not entertain : the leaft fufpicion, 
entered the apartment with a Mufliilman 
named Hani, who was fecretly attached to 
Hoflein, and who was concerned in the 
defign againft Obeidollah. At his houfe 
Muflim lodged on his arrival at Cufah, and 
there he dwelt till he came for flielter to the 
houfe of Sharik. 

After the governor had difcourfed fome Muflim lets 
time with the fick man, the latter called § e a favoar ' 
for water. Muflim made a little ftir, but tunityf 
had not courage enough to ftrike the blow. 
In the mean time* one of the governor's 
feryants, who had attended him thither, ob- 
ferving what puffed, fufpeded . fome trea- 
chery, and having found means tq give 
his niafter a hint of his fufpicions, he pre- 
vailed on him to leave the houfe without 
delay 

Hani waited on the governor to his houfe, 
and returning to Sharik's chamber, he found 
him venting his reproaches on Muflim for 
his cowardices and Hani could not help 
doing the like. " What an opportunity 
youhaye miffed !" faid heto him j " youmight 
(his night have been pofleflfed of the caftle, 

h 3 and 
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Yezid. an d i i eave y 0U to judge how great advantage 

CfcfS 6°* that event would have bcen t0 Hoffeitt -" 

9 " . Mullim could not but agree that, con- 

fidering the fituation of Hoffein's affairs, hi* 
obfervation was veryjuftj but he excufed 
himfelf on account of a tradition which, as 
he had heard, came from the apoftle, who 
faid ; <c The faith is contrary to murther, 
let not a believer murther a man unawares." 
The execution of this previous prqjeft was 
fo neceffary to the fuccefs of the main defign* 
that the excufe appeared to be very ill timed* 
And they were obliged to think of other 
meafures : but the governor on his part was 
not wanting ; he without delay took fuch 
fteps as were the moft likely to put an end 
to their cabals. 

Sharik died three days after Obeidollah's 
vifit, which was the beft thing that could 
have happened to him in that juncture $ for 
the governor had caufed fuch ftrift enquiry 
to be made, that he difcovered the correft 
pondence Sharik had kept up with the Ira- 
kians, as well as the rift, he himfelf had run, 
when he made the abovementioned vifit. 
One of Hof- Hani having been feized by order of the 
fpizcdr^ ^ governor, it was foon known that the defign 

was difcovered. It was Obeidollah's firft 
intention to have feized Muflim $ but as he 
could not readily be found, he ordered Hani 
to be brought before him, concluding that 
the one would furnifh him with the means 
pf eafily finding the other, 

When 



the A R A B I A N S. 151 

When Hani appeared, the goycraor asked Ykzid. 
him wlwt was become of Muflim. Hani h*©™ 6o - 
at firft pretended that he did not know ; but *' ** 6;? - 
having been confronted by one of the go- 
vernor's attendants who had Ceen Mudim at 
his bmfy, and had paid him maney for the 
feryice of Hoflsin; Obeidflllab in a rage 
faid to him " Tell ro.e tbh moment where 
he is/' 

cc I would not jell you," replied Haqi with 
great arrogance, " liwwgh J knew eyer fo 
well" This infolent aiafwer fb incenfed 
jOhei4oilah, that, unable to contain him- 
4eJ£ he gaye him a violent blow with his 
mace, which broke his nofe, and wounded 
Jiim forely. Hani in a fifry attempted to 
foatch a iword from one of the guards, but 
jwas prevented, and being fecured, he was 
forthwith fent prifoner to the caftle, and de- 
clared worthy of death. 

This event made a great noife amongft 
Hajri's friends in the city. A report being 
ipread that he was murdered, a great num- 
ber .of armed men flocked to the caftle, in 
order to revenge his death on the authors 
of it : but £hey were told that Hani was 
not dead, and that ho was only imprifoned 
by order of the government, on which the 
croud difperfed. 

The governor afiembkd his Emirs and 
chief men undpr him, aad went to Ac 
prifon to examine Hani; when fuddenly 
a great noife was heard on all fades. 

L 4 The 
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Yezid. The guard in thecaftle ran to arms; and 
Ch^™ 6° news was brought to Obeidollah that a body 
of men was marching up to the caftle with 
colours flying. 
Mttflim takes They were headed by Muflim, who, feri- 
vj> arms. ou fly reflecting on what had pafled, rcfolved 
to declare himfelf openly, for he found that 
arms alone could fecure him from Obeidol- 
lah's vengance. He therefore mounted his 
horfe, and appearing in the ftreets of Cufah, 
gave the fignal agreed on to be given when 
it fhould be a proper time to begin the infur- 
redtion*; upon which he was foon joined 
by about four thoufand men, with whom he 
marched out of the city (under two co<- 
lours, the one green, and the other red) 
in order to furprize the caftle. He at the 
fame time difpatched an exprefs to Hoflein, 
entreating him to come and join him with- 
out delay. 

The governor gave out fuch prudent 

orders, and his troops fhewed fo much 

courage and firmnefs, that Muflim was dif- 

heartened, and dared not to go on with his 

enterprize. The confpirators thus checked, 

,. Obeidollah fent feveral perfons of note and 

credit put of the caftle, who went amongft 

the people and diffuaded them from hazard* 

ing themfelves on fuch an account. 

The rebels . Thefe remonftrances had fuch an effed: 

abandon him. that the Cufians in general, terrified at the 

f The ,words were, Ya menfour ommet ! O thou that ar$ 
feelped by the people ! meaning HofTein. 

<langerou$ 
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dangerous fituation of thofe who had taken Ye *">- 
up arms, left the city, and fpread a panick ^gx ra *°- . 

** /v ' » ^ t*l Ch. «er. 679 

among Mullim s troops. There was even 
a Muflulman who told that chief of the 
rebels, that he had beft get away, or » he 
would repent of it. He at fir ft defpifed 
fuch language, and expeded each moment 
to be joined by the reft of his party in 
Cufah, to attack the caftle by open force ; 
but how great was his furprize, when he 
faw the ranks of his foldiers infenfibly 
thinned ! all his men^ dcferted him by de- 
grees, and at laft he was obliged to go and 
hide himfelf in the city, having no more of 
his adherents than thirty left about him out 
of the great number that had at firft joined 
him. - . * 

The governor, who was highly pleafed 
to find that the rebels difperfed of them* 
: felves, was in no great hafte to feize Mus- 
lim ; he fuffered him to take refuge in the 
city, but he intended fpeedily to punifh 
him for his rebellion: and he took no 
other ftep than the promifing a reward to 
any perfon that fhould difcover the traytor. - 

Muflim, having re-entered Cufah, and Muflim take* 
finding very few friends in the city, con- t0 fll S ht * 
cealed himfelf during the reft of the day; 
about the twilight of the evening he de- 
parted without a guide, or any other perfon 
to aflift or comfort him, fo fearful was he 
pf trufting any one of thofe people, whofe 

inconftancy 
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Yezid. inconftancy he had fo lately and fo fatally 
H«^a6o. experienced. 

•«• 79- As he was bent only on making his efcape, 
and • knew not the country, pr whither to 
go, he wandered a long tijne without fin4r 
ing any place where he could conceal hinv- 
felf. At laft, he faw a light at a diftance, 
and making towards it, fovjnd a lone houfe* 
Having knocked at the door, it was opened 
by an old woman, of whom he afked fqipe 
water to drink. He (hen informed her of 
the great fatigue he had undergone, an4 
fregged 4he would permit hjm to flay the re- 
mainder of the night in her habitation* 

The woman refufed to comply with his 
requeft, alledging that jflbe had no place 
where fhe could lodge him : that (he ha$ 
but one iparc jropn}, which was her ion's -, 
but that flue could not put any perfon into it, 
becaufe ihe expeded her fon that very night 
from Cufah, whither he yws gone on bu- 
finefs, and that fhe had fat up fo late io 
/expectation of his coming home. 

Muflim, without being difcouraged at 
her refufal, reiterated his entreaties, and 
prefied her at lead to give him jflieker under 
iier roof till day-light. " It is in your 
power," faid he, €C to do me a fignai feryice, 
which you will have no caufe to repent of." 
" But pray who are you, and what would you 
have me do ?" replied the woman. Muflim 
then told her his name, and how the peppfe 
had deferted him; which flic no fooner 

heard* 
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fccard, than ihe readily let him in, and con- y **id. 
veyed him to : the moft fecret and retired ^ gyra f* m 
part of h*r ho life. And as he flood in * **" 79 * 
great need of refrefhment, £be made, the 
beft provifion for him in her power, and 
ufed die beft mctos {he could to enable him 
to pofs the night comfortably. 

Whilft the woman was thus employed, 
her fon came fyamc;; and obferving his 
mother to go backwards and forwards in an 
unufual maimer, he afked what was the 
cau& of it. She at firft concealed the jfecrct.; 
but upon her fon's great importunity, ihe 
owned to him, that Muflim having fled from 
Cufah, he had begged her to give him refuge 
at her houfe,' and that {he had with -great 
pleafure admitted him. 

The young Muffulman baring heard at 
Cufah that thfe governor had promifed a re* 
ward to the perfon that {hould discover Muf- 
lim, he refolved to take the benefit of it* 
After having nefteda few hours, he pre- 
tended he had bufinefs at the city, and 
fetting out early the next morning, went to 
Obeidoikh, and informed him of the dif- 
covery be had made. 

Upon this information, the governor fent Muflim is 
a party of {fifty horfe, who impounded taken, and 
the houfe where Muflim was conceded 5 £™f ht to 
and he being informed of his danger, 
fcatched his iword, and went to oppofe 
the horfetnwi who were then entering 
{he doors, A very brisk attack enfued, and 

he 
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y«zi». jj C behaved with amazing a&ivhy and con* 

Ch 83 ^ 6 ° ra 5 c 5 having killed feveral , and thrice driven 

the reft of the party out of the houfe. : 

It was of fome advantage to Muflim, in- 
dependant of his courage, that the horfe* 
men had received orders to fpare him -, for the 
governor, who was defirous of going to the 
bottom of the confpiracy, had firongly in- 
joined them to take him (if poffible) alive. 
Spight of his ftout refiftance, . he was at laft 
overpowered with numbers, and grievoufly 
wounded $ when the party doling in upon 
him, he was difarmed ; and being bound, 
was mounted on his own mule, and carried 
to Cufah. 

The officer that commanded the detach- 
ment obferving Muflim to weep, told him 
that it did not become a man who was at 
the head of fo important and bold an enter- 
prize, and who had juft given fuch evident 
proofs of courage, to fhed tears. Muflini 
anfwered, that he wept not for himfelf, but 
for Hoflein, who, he feared, was on his 
journey to Cufah. He was fo moved at the 
misfortunes with which that prince was 
threatened, that he attempted to fend him 
advice not to proceed any farther, but to 
return to Mecca. For this purpofe he ap- 
plied t» one of the horfemen, whom he 
judged to be of a more courteous and hu- 
mane' difpofition than his comrades, and 
having converfed fome time with him on 
the road, he gave him to underftand that 

hq 
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he would be amply rewarded if he could Yezid. 
procure fuch information to be given to He gy ra 6 °* 
Hoffein. The foldier promifed to fend a Chsen6 79- 
meffenger accordingly, which he performed, 
but the meffenger did not do his part. 

When Muflim arrived at the caftle, he 
found a great number of the Emirs, who were 
in the audience-chamber waiting for Obeid- 
ollah. It was no difficult matter for Muf- 
lim to perceive that the friends of Yezid 
were highly incenfed againft him: they 
even refufed him a draught of water which 
he asked for on -his arrival, telling him he 
fhould have no drink till he drank the 
Hamin.* 

Though this outfet prognofticated nothing 
in favour of Muflim, he was far from being 
dejedled j on the contrary he fhewed great 
firmnefs and refolution. When the governor 
appeared he did not falute him ; and fome 
that were prefent having taken the liberty 
of reproving him for it, he boldly anfwered, 
that if even Yezid were there, he fhould 
not think himfelf obliged fo to do, unlefs 
he would give him his life. 

Obeidollah being feated, with the reft of 
the Emirs, fharply reprimanded Muflim 
for railing difturbances and divifions amongft 
the people of Cufah, and of the reft of Irak, 
who were before that time peaceable and 
unanimous : " The inhabitants of Cufah, 

* * A fcalding liquor, which the Mahometans feign mall 
be the drink of the damned in hell. 

and 
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Yezid. and of the reft of Irak arc ready to provd 
Hcgyra 60. the contrary of what you aflert," anfwered 
ch - * r : 6 79- Muflim with great boldnefs : « they have not 
forgot the cruelties of your father Ziyad, 
(which furpafled even thofe of a Cofrocs) 
who tyrannized over the people, and made 
the cities and fields to flow with their Wood. 
I came here, to fubjeft thofe wretched inha- 
bitants to the mild and equitable laws of 
a prince, who would have governed them 
according to juftice, and the book revealed 
to the prophetf." 

The governor, enraged at Muflim's di£ 
ceurfe, treated him very roughly ; and 
amongft other things told him, he was not 
furely guided by the determination of the 
book, when he ufed to tipple wine at Me- 
dina. Muflim denied the accufation, and 
for the truth of his affertion appealed to God. 
At laft, after fome few other altercations, the 
governor pronounced fentence of death upon 
him. Having permiffion to make his will, 
Muflim whifpered one of his friends to 
whom he gave feven hundred pieces of 
gold, and begged he would take care to pre- 
vent Hoffein from proceeding any further on 
his journey. One of the by-ftanders having 
overheard what Muflim faid, informed the 
governor of it, who declared that if Hof- 
rein would be quiet, no perfon would dif- 

t Meaning the Koran. 

turb 
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tiirb him ; but if he was the aggreflor, they Yezid. 
would not fpare him. £egyra 60. ^ 

In a Abort time Obeidollah caufed Muflim " * r ' 79# 
to be carried to the top of the caftle, where K^i 
he was beheaded. His head was firft thrown headed, 
down to the bottom, and his body after it. 
fclahi was beheaded the fame day 5 but the 
execution was performed in the ftreets of 
Cufah. The governor fcnt both the heads 
to Yezid, with a letter containing a full 
account of that event. 

Whilft this bloody (bene was a&ing at Hoffein pre- 
Cufah, Hoffein was making preparations for ?**** for *"• 
his journey thither, expefiing to find things cdSdu 
in a moft favourable fituation for him. 
Befides the account which Muflim lent him 
at the time he propofed to take the caftle, 
he had received a great number of letters 
from the inhabitants of Cufah, earneftly 
requefting him to appear amongft them. 
They at the fame time fent him a lift of 
the number of thofe he might abfolutely 
depend on ; which, according to an arabian 
author, amounted to one hundred and forty 
thoufand perfons. 

•The earneft and repeated follicitations of 
his adherents in Cufah, and the great num- 
ber of friends he expe&ed to find there, 
made Hoffein refolve to accept the invitation. 
He fent to Cufah a trufty friend, named 
Kais, to give notice of his approach, and then 
made the neceffary preparations for his de- 
parture, fpight of tile prudent remonftrances 

of 
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Ybzid. of his friends, who difluaded him from 
ch gyTa 6 °' ^barking in fo defperate an undertaking. 
79> Abdallah the fon of Abbas, an old man, 
venerable on account of his many eminent 
virtues and confummate prudence, vifited 
him in hopes to prevail on him to give over 
the defign. Hoflein was perfuaded he ihould 
not only fully refute all Abdallah's argu- 
ments, but alfo bring him over to his 
own opinion, by producing the letters he 
had received ; he looked upon thofe as fo 
many fure pledges of the fuccefs of his en- 
terprize : he added, with a tranfport of joy, 
that relying on the afliftance of heaven, he 
could by no mekns decline going, and put- 
ting himfelf at the head of fuch a body of 
brave men, who were ready to facriftee 
their lives and fortunes in his caufe. 

" I would readily concur with you in 
opinion," replied the fage old man, " if you 
were certain that the Cufians had taken up 
arms, killed their governor, driven out 
Yezid's forces, and were abfolute matters 
of the city, and the whole province. But 
are they not in the power of their Emirs ? 
are not his forces difperfed over the whole 
country to bridle the people ? I wonder you 
cannot fee through the defign of the Cufians 
in giving you an invitation at fuch a junc- 
ture! they have invited you to embark 
with them in a war which they are ready 
to commence, through the turbulence of 
their difppfitions $ and they will as readily 

defert 
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defert you through their wonted ficklenefs and Yezid. 
perfidy. Have you any fecurity that they Hegyra 6o* 
will not even oppofe you ? You will one day fee, * r ' 79# 
that they who now feem fo forward in your in- 
tereft, will become your moft inveterate ene- 
mies : and of this I could give yoii the cleared 
proof, if yoa were difpofed to hear me." 
Thefe remonftrances made no impreffion upon 
Hoffein, who conftantly perfevered in a de- 
fign, which was infenfibly leading him to de-» 
firu&ion. 

After this Abdallah the fon of Zobeir came Behaviour of 
to pay him a vifit, and held a long conferenpe ^ ard a s ^^ 
with him touching his expedition to Cufah. fein. 
It was not either his defign or his intereft to 
diflwade him from the undertaking t on the 
contrary, forefeeing that fuch a ftep muft 
be fetal to him, he was delighted to find him 
fo refolutely bent on taking itj for if Hoflein 
failed in his attempt, Abdallah would find a 
.more ready way to the Caliphate, which he 
fecretly afpired to, but could entertain no 
hopes of attaining, fo long as HolTein fhould 
be living. 

• However, he mentioned his journey to Cu-> 
fah as an expedient not very neceflary, or 
very proper for his promotion to the Caliphate* 
And the reafon upon which he grounded his 
opinion was, that neither the inhabitants of 
that city, nor even thofe of the province in 
general, had any right of ele&ion to that dig- 
nity. He obferved to him that the people of 
Mecca- and Medina were alone intitled to that 
Vou II. M pri- 
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Yezid. privilege, and he had better abide by them, 
Hegyra 60. than endeavour to ftrengthen himfelf by 
Ch. ar. 679. yotes ^jch mj 'ght be afterwards difputed. 

Hoffein anfwered, that he could by no 
means refufe to accept the offers of the Cu- 
fians : he owned, that the Meccans and 
Medinians had always poflefled the right of 
eledtion to the Caliphate ; but that their want 
of refolution to defend their rights, had, 
doubtlefs, induced the Cufians to aflume that 
prerogative -, and that they certainly took fuch 
a ftep with a view to fhake off the yoke of 
the Caliphs of the houfe of Ommiyah, who 
beftowed all their favours on the Syrians, to 
the lofs and prejudice of the people of Ara- 
bia. Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir feemed to be con- 
vinced by thefe reafons, and faid to Hoflein at 
parting, €< If I had fo numerous a body of 
friends, I would this moment put myfelf at 
their head, and make Yezid's throne fhake/' 
Abdaiiah Abdallah-ebn-Abbas, who had already 

ftrives to di- given fuch prudent council to Hoflein, could 
fuade him not j 3Ut f U pp f e t h a t h} s arguments had pro- 

terprizc. duced fome effect on the mind of the fon of 
Ali j he therefore repeated his vifit, that he 
might know his final refolution. 

Hoflein ufed the fame language to Abdaiiah, 
as he had made ufe of to all fuch as oppofed 
his undertaking the journey; and repeated 
the fame reafons he had urged in their former 
conference on that fubjedh " If you arcre- 
folved to go," faid the old man, f . c at leaft do 
not take your wives and children with you, 

for, 
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for* I fear your cafe will belike Othman's; Yezid; 
who was murdered, whilft his wives and^y ra fi 6o r 
children flood looking on. Befides," faid he* ,aBr " 79 * 
<c you have rejoiced the heart of Abdallah- 
ebn-Zobeir, whom you ought to look upon as 
your rival $ you will leave him behind yoil 
in Mecca, and he will foon be mafler of 
the whole province of Hejaz. He earneftly 
wifhes for your departure ; you are an ob-^ 
ftacle to his ambitious defigns; which he 
will openly avow the moment he fhall have 
no longer reafon to fear your prefence. And 
I fwear by that God, befides whom there 
is no other, if I was fure that my taking 
you by the hair of the head* and holding you 
till they came in and parted us, would be a 
means to detain you at Mecca, I would do it.'* 

That zealous muflulman went ftill fur- 
ther. As he found that Hoflein was bent on 
departing the next morning, he flaid with 
him the whole night* and never: ceafed en- 
treating him feriouily to refled: on the fatal 
confequences that might attend his taking a 
ftep of fo great importance ; but he had the 
mortification to find that he made not the 
leaft impreffion upon a mind fo ftrangely^ 
prejudiced, and he left him. 

Hoffein departed from Mecca with a com- Hoffeln <fc- 
petent retinue confifting of his wives, hisP! rt *£ rom 
children, and fervants, and fome friends that 
followed his fortune, in the whole about one 
hundred perfons. He judged that this train 
would be fufficient, becaufe he expelled on 

M a his 
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Yezid. his arrival at Cufah, to have found all thofe 
Hegyra 60. under arms, of whom Muflim had made 
Ch. xt. 679. ment ; on j n t hc letter he fent to invite him to 
that city. But the face of affairs there was 
entirely changed ; for on the very day that 
Hoflein fet out, the unfortunate Muflim was 
executed. 
The governor Obeidollah, who was apprized of Hoflein's 
fends out approach, fent out againft him a body of 
k^ops again ^ or fe^ confifting of iooo men, under the 
command of Harro the fon of Yezid ; who 
was in no wife difaffedted to Hoflein's inter- 
eft, and who appeared inclinable to behave 
towards him with great refpeft and modera- 
tion, if he would have renounced his defign. 
Harro being arrived at Afhcraph, near the 
Euphrates, fent a party of his foldiers to the 
river for water ; and ordered them, if they 
fliould meet Hoflein, by no means to commit 
any violence againft him, but if need were, 
to aflift him in getting fuch a quantity of wa- 
ter as might be neceflary for him and his 
train. 
Hoffeininvites Thefe orders were punctually executed. 
Harro to join They met Hoflein, and behaved towards him 
m% with the utmoft civility and refpeft. The 

fon of Ali, deceived by thefe fair appearances, 
was in hopes of perfuading the detachment 
to join him ; and he defired to fpeak with the 
commanding officer. Harro having been in- 
formed of his requeft, confented, and they 
held a pretty long conference, in which Hof- 
lein alledged the invitations of the Cufians 

as 
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as the reafon for his undertaking the expcdi- Vezid. 
tion, and that they waited only his prefence Hegyra 60. 
to begin their operations : he added, that con- ch ' * r ' 6 ?9" 
fidering all things, the conduct of the Cub- 
ans was not to be wondered at, for he had 
a right to the Caliphate. He then alledged 
proofs in fupport of his title, and produced 
the letters he bad received from the Cufians, 
who openly acknowledged the juftice of his 
prctenfions, and promifed to appear and adt 
in fupport of them. And finally, he ex- 
hortgrd Harro with his party to fubmit to and 
join him, rather than the defcepdants of the 
honfe of Omroiyah, who maintained them- 
fchres in pofleflion of the Caliphate only by 
exercifing a tyrannical authority over the 
Muffulnaen. 

<c Ineither know, nor doldefire to know,'* 
replied Harro, " who are the perfons that have 
prevailed on you to engage in this undertaking ; 
(which I muft confefs, feems. to me a very 
defperate one.) Nor can I conceive what de- 
pendance you can make on the letters of the 
Cufians. We had no hand in writing them, 
nor have I any inclination to read them. All 
I can fay is, that my orders are to bring you to 
the caftle of Cufeh, fo foon as I coukl meet 
you. I* There you will have an opportunity 
to urge your reafons at large.? 

Hoflein declared he would fooner dye than 
fubmit to fuch an order ; and he command- 
ed his men to decamp and march. But Harro 
caqfed his detachment to wheel, and by that 

.M 3 motion 
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Yezid. motion intercepted them. Hoflein in a rag© 
Hcgyra 60. uttered the ftrongeft imprecations * againft 
Ck ». 679. kj m# fjarro anfwered, " If any other man 
had prefumed to fay fo much to me, I would 
have had fatisfo&ion for the infult But I 
have no room to mention your mother, witH- 
put the greateft refpeft/' 

He then commanded his foldiers to with- 
draw and {land at a little diftance, and told 
Hoflein that he had no orders to ufe violence 
againft him, but that he was commanded by 
no means to part with him, till he had con- 
ducted him to Cufah. " However," added he, 
? c let us take proper meafures to prevent my 
being called in queftion, or expofed to any 
extremity on your account, and alfo to fecure 
you from violence; Write to Yezid and 
Obeidollah j I will write to them alfo. If 
you are the aggreflbr, and begin the firft on- 
fet upon the Oufians, you may perhaps gain 
your point ; but if you wait till you are at-? 
tacked, you will perifli." 

Whilft he was yet fpeaking, four horfe- 
men appeared in fight, who came from Cu- 
fah. Hoflein knowing one of them, who was 
called Thirmah, entreated Harro that he 
might be fuffered to come up to them ; but 
that officer made fome difficulty in confent- 
ing, as he did not know what was their de- 
fig n. As foon as they came up, Hoflein en- 

* In Arabic, the Colatka Ommoka, a common curf? 
■\ amongfl: the Arabians, and fignifying in Englilh, may your 

^ * iiiother be childlcfs of you. 

quire<J 
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quired of him touching the fituation of his Yezid. 
affairs at Cufah, and received a moft mefan- Hegyra $0. 
cholly account of the pofture they were in. ' **' 79# 

" The nobility of Cufah/' faid he, " areHoffeinistoid 
now againft you to a man. It is true the hearts in cuM^s"* 
of fome of the inhabitants are (till with you 5 difperfed. 
but you may depend on it that to-morrow the 
fwords of all will be drawn againft you. As 
for your meflenger Kais, whom you fent be- 
fore you to' prepare the way, he was thrown 
headlong from the top of the caftle, by order 
of Obeidollah, for refilling to curfe you and 
your father Ali*." 

" I hope," fcontinued Thirmah, <c you will 
not think of engaging in that enterprize with 
fuch a handful of men as now accompany 
you: for the plains of Cufah are full of horfo 
and foot ready to oppofe you. I therefore 
entreat you not to Air a ftep further; and 
if you will accept of a fafe retreat, I will 
conduit you to our impregnable mountain 
Aja, where I am fure they will not run the 
rifque of coming to attack you ; and in this 
afylum you may remain as long as you fhall 
think fit." 

It is matter of wonder, after having re- 
ceived an account of the defection of his 

* At this news Hoflein wept, and repeated this verfe of 
the Koran, « There are fome of them who are already dead, 
and fome of them flay in expectation and have not changed." 
He then added, " O God! let their manfions be in paradife, 
and gather them and us together, in the fixed refting place 
pf thy mercy, and the delights of thy reward.*' 

M 4 chief 
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Yezid. c hief friends at Cufah, that Hofftin dkt not 
Hcgyra 60. abandon a dcfign which could not but be fatal 
• **• 79- 10 hi mt ^ n( j he had a faj r opportunity of fo 
doing, asHarro, who fiill continued with him, 
would have fuffered him to retire without the 
leaft oppofition. But Hoffein per filing kv his 
refolution of going to Cufah, and preparing for 
his march thither, Thirmah took his leave. 

In the mean time affairs took infenfibly a 
different turn. Obeidollah being, informed of 
Hoffbin's obftinacy, changed his firft defign 
of having him brought to Cufah. He was 
apprehenfive that though the people had thca 
declared againft him, yet through their na- 
tural inconftancy, they might turn in his fa- 
vour. He therefore difpatched a courier to 
Harro, with orders that he {hould conduft 
the fon of Ali to a certain country named in 
the difpatches, in which were neither cities 
nor fortreffes. And he commanded that 
Hoffein (hould remain there till further orders. 
In a fhort time that governor caufed about 
4000 men to march under the command of 
Amer-ebn-Said, who arriving foon in the 
neighbourhood of Hoffein, fent one of his 
officers to enquire of him what brought him 
thither. 
Hegyra 61. Hoffein, who doubtlefs had by that time 
Ch.a*. 680. refledted on the little probability there was of 
fuccpfs in his enterprize, returned an anfwer, 
which, if it had been given a little fooner, 
might have extricated him from his difficult 
|ies. Jle told the officer, that if the Cufians 

had 



the ARABIANS.' *1^9 

had not fent him repeated invitations to come Y««n>. 
and head them, hefhould not have left Mecca; ^ g)cra 6 6u 
but as he fince found they had changed their ,aer " °* 
fentiments, and rejected him, he was ready 
and willing peaceably to return with his far 
mify and friends to his ufual place of resi- 
dence. 

This anfwer was highly pleafing to' Amer, 
as it was likely to put an end to all difputes. 
That captain was firmly attached to Hoffein $ 
when Obeidollah ordered him to march, he 
even declined the command, and did not ac- 
cept it till the governor had feverely threatned 
him on account of his refufal. So fbon there- 
fore. as he was acquainted with Hoflein's in- 
tentions, he imparted them to Obeidollah. 

But the governor, who at firft feemed a§ Obeidollah 
if he would be fatisfied with Hoflein'q re- .g"™^ 
turn to Mecca, had alfo changed his fen ti- knowledge 
hients t and not content with the fbn ofYczidasCa- 
Ali's having dropped the defign* Obeidollah Hph " 
now required tnat he and his .adherent? 
iliould recognize Yezid to be lawful Caliph* 
He ordered Amer to bring the matter to a 
fpeedy ifliie ; and, in order to obtain by the* 
means of force and neceffity that which he 
knew would never be granted with a free 
will, he ordered that officer in fuoh a man- 
ner to Unround Hoflein's camp, as to cut off 
his communication with the rivers* a grio» 
vous inconvenience in that hot and barren* 

Country, 

The 
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Ywi*. The governors orders having been im- 

ck 85 ** %' P arte( * tt} Hoflein, he fent to Anter, and de- 
. xr. o. £ fc j ^ W ould confer with him between the 

two camps. That officer confented to it, and 
came forthwith to the appointed place ; Hof- 
fein, who ftrove to avoid acknowledging Ye- 
zid as Caliph, defired that one of the three 
following conditions might be grunted to him. 
Either ift, that he might go to Damafcus, 
and make an agreement with Yezid. Or, 
2dly, that he might be permitted to return 
to Mecca. Or, 3dly, that he might be placed 
in fome garrifon, where he might make war 
on the Turks. 

Upon the account of thefe proposals Amer 
thought he might defer executing Obeidol- 
lah's orders : he fent to inform him in what 
manner Hoflein was then difpofed to adt, 
and to defire his directions in the matter. 

Obeidollah having examined Hoflein's pro- 
pofals, was unwilling alone to determine 
what anfwerfhould be returned. He there- 
fore called in a muflulman of note, called 
Shamer, and afked his opinion touching the 
terms that had been offered. Shamer told 
him, he thought the conditions were deceit- 
ful, and calculated only to gaip time $ and 
that Hoflein, ought to be adqiitte4 to no, 
terms, till he had fincerely declared, his fen- 
timents as to Yezid, acknowledged hirr\ as, 
Caliph, and taken the oath of allegiance to. 
him. 
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This opinion determined the governor Ykzid. 
(who at firft feemed to look on the propofals Hegyra 61, 
as reafonable) and he appointed Shamer him- Ch -* r - 68 °* 
felf to communicate his refolutions to Amer, 
and to inform him that he fhould kindly re-p 
ceive Hoffein and his friends, if they would 
comply with the conditions ; but in cafe of 
refufal, that he fhould cut in pieces all fuch 
as fhould make any refiftance. And as Obei- 
dollah had reafon to apprehend that Amer 
would make fome difficulty in executing thofe 
orders, (as well from what had already paf- 
fed, as from the advice he received of the 
long conference between that officer and Hof- 
fein) he commanded Shamer, in cafe of 
difobedience of the general, to caufe his head 
to be ftruck off, and to take the command 
in his ftead. He at the fame time gave par-' 
ticular dire&ions, that the fons of Ali, who' 
had accompanied their brother Hoflein, fhould 
not be involved in the common calamity, but 
letters of protection and paffports fhould be 
offered to them, that they might come to 
Cufah. 

Shamer foon arrived at Kerbela, where the 
two camps of Hoffein and Amer were fitu- 
ated, and communicated to the latter Obei- 
dollah's orders. In confequence whereof an 
interview was held with Hoffein, who re- 
fufed to accept the terms offered him : the 
fons of Ali alfo feemed little inclined to ac- 
cept the letters of prote&ion and paffports of- 
|pred by the governor, inveighing again ft 

him, 
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Yezid. him, and faying, that the prote&ion of God 

cK?6So was k etter t * un ^ at of ** fon °f S° m " 

miah*. Amer, finding that nothing could 

bring Hoflein to reafon, and that he fhould 

tifque his own deftruiftion in not obeying the 

Caliph's orders, refolved to attack the fo» of 

Ali. 

Hoflein made the beft preparations he 

could for his defence; and as the number of 

his men was very fmall, in companion to his 

enemies, he fo formed his difpofition, as to 

prevent being forced in bis camp. He caufed 

his tents to be ftrongly corded to each other, 

and fo difpofed the ropes that the enemy 

could not get between them, and alfo in 

the night-time covered his flanks with a deep 

ditch, which was filled with wood and cane, 

to be fet on fire in cafe of an attack there ; fo 

that his camp was only acceffible in front. 

Combats be- The next morning Hoflein drew up his 

fdn^pa^r ^"k troo P+ in order, and appeared wkfa as 
and the troops much intrepidity as if he bad been at the head 
t>f Cufah. f a numerous and wcll-difciplined army ; and 

if he was not immediately defeated, it was ow- 
ing to the conduct of Yezid's officers, who, 

* Sommiah was a loofe woman, by whom Abu-So£an, 
father of Moawiyah, had a fon named Ziyad, who. was ac-. 
knowledged by Moawiyah as his brother, tho* he was ille- 
gitimate. So that the imputation of baftardy fell diredHy on 
Ziyad, rather than on Obeidollah, who was only grandfor* 
to Sommiah ; but they reaped up the mame of the father, 
in order to infult the fon. And beiides, that manner of 
expreffion is not uncommon in the old teftament. 

f Confining only of 32 horfe and 40 foot. 

inftead 
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inftead of falling on with their whole body, Y **">* 
fuffered their foldiers fmgly to fight hand to gjJJ Jj^ 
hand with the foldiers of Hoflein : at leaft, 
fo Arabian hiftorians relate the matter, and 
we cannot contradict them, how improbable 
foever their relation may be. 

It is in truth very aftonifhing to fee a body 
of troops near 5000 ftrong, commanded by 
an officer who would have loft his head in 
cafe of bad fuccefs, trifling away feverai days 
in accepting challenges, fighting duels, and 
tilting with a troop of about one hundred 
perfons, whom they had orders at the lame 
time to treat as rebels. 

Thefe fingle combats lafted three days, 
during which Hoflein's champions diftin- 
guifhed themfelves, and almoft always were 
vi&orious. 

Amer, finding that he loft the braveft of Hoflein is 
his men in thefe combats, would not permit c ' 
them to accept any more challenges. He 
marched up all his troops againft Hoflein, 
and the affair was foon over. However, 
many of Amer's foldiers fell in the attack. 
Hoflein's men, refolving to fell their lives dear, 
behaved with the utmoft bravery; at laft 
their chief, having been wounded with a 
fword on the head, and having received 
thirty-three other wounds, expired, covered 
with blood. Then they cut off his head, in 
order to fend it to Obeidollah. 

A Cufian, named Haula, was chofen for 
that purpofe. As he arrived late at Cufah, 

he 
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Yezid. he found the gates of the caftle fliutj he 
Hcgyra6i. therefore went to his own houfe to pafs the 
Ch. «r. 680. n jgh tj an d deferred waiting on the governor, 

till the next morning. He awaked his wife, 
who was in bed, and acquainted her with 
the caufe of his coming jn fuch hade to 
Cufah. " I have brought with me/' faid he, 
c< a rarity, upon which the Caliph will fet the 
higheft value/' His wife, eagerly afking what 
it was ; " It is Hoflein's head," replied he. 
" Here it is; lam commanded toprefcnt it to 
the governor." The woman in a rage imme- 
diately leaped out of bed, not that (he was 
terrified at the fight, for the generality of 
the Arabian women being accuftomed to fol- 
low the armies, were ufed to the moil bloody 
adventures: but Hoflein being, by Fatima 
his mother, the prophet's grandfon, that rea- 
fon alone had a ftrange effedl upon the wo- 
man's mind. " By the only God," faid fhe> 
" I will never lie again in the fame bed with 
the man who has brought me the head of 
the grandfon of his apoftle." 

The Muflulman, who, according to the 
cuftom of his nation, had more wives than 
one, procured another, who was not fo dif- 
ficult, to fupply her place. But the poor 
woman reported, that fhe could not fleep all 
night, becaufe of a light which fhe faw 
dreaming up towards heaven from the place 
where Hoflein's head lay. 

The next morning Haula came to the 
caftle, and prefented the head to Obeidollah. 

He 
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He at firft viewed it with a brutal pleafure; Yezio. 
then treated it reproachfully, as if it had been q^^ *g 
a living objed, and ftruck it over the mouth HoflHn'i 
with his ftick. An old man who was then head is 
prefent, took the liberty of reproving the go- br °«gl*tothe 
vernor for his behaviour, and told him that cufah. 
he ought to have fhewed more refpett to the 
headofHoflein. " For/' (aidhe, c< Ihavefeen 
the lips of the apoftle of God upon thofe lips." 
Obeidollah was highly difpleafed at the re- 
proof, and told Zeid-ebn-Arkom, (for fo he 
was .called) that had be not a reverence for 
his age, he would that moment have caufed 
his head to be ftruck off. 

When he confidered the difcourfe of this 
old man, he forefaw that Hoflein's death 
would be laid to his charge ; he doubted not, 
but that his enthufiaftic followers would 
frame a multitude of idle and ridiculous tales 
and fancies \ which, tho' defpicable in the 
main, would be of confiderable ufe in railing 
the credit of the fadion of the Alians. 

However, he ftill perfevercd in the lame 
fentiments: and the manner in which he 
treated the head of Hoflein, fhewed what 
thofe of his family muft expedt : they were 
indeed all made prifoners in that juncture. 

Zeinab, Hoflein's fitter, was brought to Conference 
the caftle, with AH, fon of that unfortunate between him 
prince, and a daughter then young. Obei- hoh^T^ 
dollah treated Zeinab with great haughtinefs. filter. 
He exulted on the fuccefs of Yezid's arms, 

and 
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Ybzid. anc j triumphed in the fall of Hoflein and his 

Hcgyra 6 1 . adherents. 

c . *r. p. 2einab, who was a woman of great un- 

derftanding, and of flill greater courage, 
plainly told Obeidollah, that God would call 
him to judgment for his wicked dealings to- 
wards the family of the prophet ; which en- 
raged him much, and he replied with great 
heat and paffion ; but having been reminded 
by one of his friends that (he was a woman, 
and that it was beneath him to be offended 
at what (he faid, he was pacified, and com- 
mended her for her good qualities. He 
owned fhe was a true daughter of Ali, who, 
he confefled, was a mail of great note 
amongft the Muffulmen, and equally famous 
for bravery, and his admirable skill in poe- 
try : an accomplishment, which, as we have 
already obferved, was by the Arabians fet on 
a level with courage. 

She fares the But altho' ObcidoNah had been fo liberal 

Hfeof Hof. \ n hj s praifes of Ali and Zeinab, it did not 

tension. ^ i_* c c • ri^* r 

prevent him from forming a relolution or 
putting the young Ali (Hoflein's fon) to 
death. Zeinab, who heard the fatal order 
iffued, that muft deprive her of a nephew 
fhe dearly loved, fued for his pardon, and 
even offered to fuffer death in his ftead* <c If 
you have not yet drank, deep enough of the 
blood of our family," faid fhe to the gover- 
nor, " add to it mine." Obeidollah fecmed to 
be ftruck at the uncommon affection fhe 
fhewed, and Zeinab continued to plead for 

her 
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her nephew in fo moving a manner, that at Yezid. 
kft he was forgiven and difmiffed; This was Sf 85 ™ |i' 
the fecond time that child had run the rifque 
of his life j for at the time of his father's 
death, he was doomed to deftru&ion upon 
the field of battle, but he was faved by an 
officer, and was afterwards called Zein Ala^ 
bedin, which fignifies, the ornament of the 
religious. 

As to the unfortunate Hoffein, his body 
was buried in the plain of Kerbela, on the 
fpot where the battle Was fought ; and a no- 
ble maufoleum was afterwards eredted over* 
his grave. His head was fir ft fet up in Cii- * 

fah, and afterwards carried about the ftreets, 
to ftrike the party of the Alians with terror, 
but that fpe&acle did not anfwer the end 
which Obeidollah expeded from it. 

The governor went from the caftle to the *The governor 
chief Mofque, and afcending the pulpit, he ^^ s **f 
reviled the memory of Hoffein, in a fpeech Hoffein. • 
which began thus t " Praifed be God, who 
hath manifeftly fhewn the truth, and thofe 
that follow it, and hath affifted Yezid the 
governor of the faithful^ and his party, and 
deftroyed the liar, and the fon of the liar* 
Hoffein the fon of Ali and his party.' ' 

Thefe words fo highly provoked Ali's The Allans 
party, that feveral of them rofe up in great tefcnt ie * 
indignation, in order to depart* Amongft 
the reft, was a venerable citizen* who was 
blind of both his eyes, which he had loft in 
two feveral battles, and who ufed to continue 

Vol. II. N in 
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Yeziiv in the Moique, praying from morning till 
Hegyra6i. night. He hearing Obeidollah's fpeech, cried 

Ch. «r. 680. Qut ^ „ q fon of McT p m * 9 » faidhc> cc th ^ lkr> 

the fon of the liar, are you, and your father, and 
he who made you governor, and his father. O 
fon of Merjana, you kill the prophets, and 
fpeak the words of honeft men." 

The governor, in a rage, caufed the man to 
be forthwith feized ; but fome of his party 
rofe, and refcued him from the guards. O- 
beidollah finding the ferment fo great, was 
unwilling to carry matters to extremity, for 
fear of creating a greater difguft by a nume- 
rous execution. However, in a few days, 
the blind man was taken and put to death, 
and his body hanged on a gibbet in the fquare 
before the Mofque. This execution quelled 
the mutineers, whofe infurre&ion was dis- 
approved of by the more moderate Alians : 
the generality of them even blamed the 
rafhnefs of that Muffulman, fearing he there- 
by had brought ruin not only on himfelf, but 
on the whole party alfo. 

When Obeidollah had fully glutted his 
vengeance, he fent the head of Hoflein to 
Damafcus, together with Zeinab and the reft 
of the family. He alfo fent a letter by the 
commander of the troops that efcorted them, 
to Yezid, in which he wifhed him joy of the 
vi<5tory gained by his forces, as well as of 
the utter extirpation of the oppofite party, 

* Obeidollah's mother was called Merjana, 

of 
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of which, he faid, he bad fent him plain and Ye*id. 
convincing proofs. ch^ 68 

This letter did not meet with fo favour- 
able a reception as Obeidollah expected : Ye- JSJaST 
aid meant only to keep Hoffein within pro- condud, and 
per bounds, he was grieved at the news of i8mov ?? witJl 
his death, and could not help openly blaming Awards* Hof* 
the governor's cruelty. " God curfe the fon fan's family, 
of Sommiah," faid he, fhedding tears : " had 
Hoflein been in my power, I would have 
forgiven him : God loved Hoflein, but did 
ttot fuffer him to fucceed in his defigns." 

The compaflion with which the Caliph 
was filled, on hearing of the unhappy end of 
Hoflfein, was extended to his whole family* 
Yezidi ordered the Wives arid children of that 
ill-fated prince t6 be brought before him 3 
but he was moved whert he faw them ap- 
pear in & mean and wretched condition, and 
repfeating his imprecations on Obeidollah ; he 
feid in his wrath, <c God curfe the fon of 1 
Sommiah, if he had been the father of thefe 
women ought he to have fuffered them, to 
have appeared in fuch a wretched condition ? " 

The fight of young AH feemed to afFedt 
him the more fenfibly. He travelled from 
Gufah to Damafcus with a chain about his 
neck; and in that condition was brought 
before the Caliph. Yezid was then highly 
pleafed that he had not liftened to the cruel 
advice which had been given him by Ali ; for 
on information being received at court, that 
he had haughtily refiifed to exchange a word 

, N 2 with 
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Ybzid. ^rith the officers of the efcort, during the 

Ch^er* 680 w ^°l e journey, one of the Caliph's counsellors 
reprefented to him, that the young prince 
might one day become very formidable ; and 
it was neceffary to deftroy him, <c For," faid 
he, " no man would bring up the whelp of a 
cur who may one day bite his matter." But 
other counfellors who were more * humane, 
oppofed fuch a piece of cruelty, and their 
advice prevailed. 

When therefore that young prince ap- 
peared at court, the Caliph, moved at the 
wretched condition he faw him in, caufed 
him to approach, and fpoke to him with 
great affability. He concluded the audience 
by faying to him : " Your father would by 
force have deprived me of my throne ; but 
God hath otherwife ordered." Young All 
brifkly replied, with this verfe of the -f Koran 
" No accident happeneth in the earth, not 
in your perfons, but the fame was entered in 
the book of our decrees, before we created 

it." 

Difpute be- The Caliph alfo entertained the wives of 

Tph an^ Zet Hoffein > and the reft of his famil y with a11 

nab. poffible civility and refpedt. But a difpute 

fuddenly arofe, which had like to have proved 
fatal. A Syrian lord having taken a liking 

* The humane counfellorsfaid to Yezid, " O emperor of 
the faithful, do with them as the apoftle of God would do, 
if he were to fee them in this their condition." Which moved 
the Caliph to companion. 

t Koran, chap. 57. 

to 
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to Fatima, Hoficin's youngeft fifter, who Ye zip. 
accompanied Zeinab, begged the Caliph would Hegyra6i, 
beftow her on him. Zeinab did not flay chr * * r ' 68d ' 
till Yezid had returned an anfwer to the 
nobleman's requeft, but remonftrated to the 
Caliph, that as the Syrian was of a different 
fedt from her fifter, it was contrary to the 
law of the apoftle to give her to him : <c it is 
even out of your power" laid fhe, haughtily 
to the Caliph, " to do it." 

Yezid, enraged to fee fuch an attempt 
made on his authority, anfwered Zeinab, 
that it was in his power, and he would do 
it if he thought fit. The daughter of AH 
replied, that it was not in his power to force 
them to change their religion. The Caliph, 
raifing himfelf from his feat, cried out in a 
fury, <c Is it fo then that you dare to anfwer 
me ? it is your father and brother who have 
renounced the true religion." Zeinab, with- 
out being difconcerted, replied in an ironical 
tone ; €C You pretend apparently to be in the 
right way; without doubt your father and 
mother were fo alfo." The Caliph, who now 
grew more furious, was going to have treated 
her with very opprobious language, when 
Zeinab, who ftill preferved her ufual pride 
and grandeur, faid, " Though I am, my lord, 
a woman in affliction, you are the com- 
mander of the Faithful ; and do you fo un- 
juftly abufe your power? thefe few words 
conveyed fo fenfible a reproach, that the 
Caliph blufhed, and was aihamed of having 

N 3 abandoned 
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Yezid. abandoned himfelf to paffion, and thought he 

rh 85 ™^' could not make a better reparation for his 

• * r - °- f au i t t [ ian ^ fhewing now as much affability 

and politenefsas he before had violence and rage. 
He therefore gave orders to conduit Zeinab 
and her attendants to the warm baths, and 
fopn after fent magnificent robes and various 
kinds of refrefhments. 

The Syrian lord, ftill hoping that the Ca- 
liph would interpofe his authority to obtain 
♦him Fatima, renewed his petition ; but Yezid 
gave him a tart denial, and bid him fpeak 
of it no more. 
Yezid's af- By fo happy a change of the Caliph's <li£V 

H^flbki^two P°fi^ on i * n fe vour of this wretched fa-> 
&n3 f mily, they were amply provided of all necef* 

faries,and found the bitternefs of their paft mif- 
fortunes a little alleviated. Yezid lodged them 
all in his palace ; and even grew fo fond of 
Hoflein's two fons, Ali, and Amru, that he 
never went abroad without taking them 
with him. Khaled, Yezid's eldeft fon, alfb 
became very intimate with them, and the 
Caliph took a Angular pleafure in feeing them 
play together. Being one day defirous of 
finding out the temper of Amru, who was 
very little, he afked him if he was willing 
to fight with his fon Khaled, " why not," 
replied he with vivacity, u give each of us 
a fword. ,? 

A Syrian lord who was prefent, beheld, 
with admiration, the courage and refolution 
pf the child j but at the fame time reflecting 

th« 
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that thofe riling qualities might in time affect Yezid. 
the peace of the ftate, and that Amru, pur- 2?®^* 6 h 
foing the fteps of his father Hoffein might r4tr * 
perhaps occafion a revolution, faid to Yezid, 
* c Take care, and be allured that a ferpent 
always produces its like." Yezid paid little 
regard to the prognoftic, and abated nothinj 
of his tendernefs to the child ; nor of his kin< 
refpefts towards the family of Hoffein. 

The family of Hoffein having made a The family of 
long ftay at Damafcus, notwithftanding the Hoffein re- 
great kindnefs and civility with which the ^™ t0 Me " 
Caliph treated them, appeared defirous of 
returning te Arabia, particularly to Medina ; 
where the wives of Hoffein were difpofed to 
fix their abode. The Caliph, being acquainted 
with their defires, contented to them, and 
ordered every thing neceffary to be prepared 
for their journey. 

When the Caliph difmiffed them, he 
fhewed great concern at parting, and em* 
bracing young All in particular, faid to him 
"Write to me often, and vilit me when you 
conveniently can, and be affured that what- 
foever you defire (halt be done for you/* 

The whole family therefore left Damafcus, 
' efcorted by a numerous detachment, which 
the Caliph had put under the command of 
an officer of note, called Noman-ebn-Balhir, \ 
He pun<ftua!ly executed the Caliph's or- 
ders, and behaved towards them with the 
utmoft civility and refpeft all the way. 
When they approached Medina, Fa,tima, 

N 4 who 
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Yezid. who was thoroughly fenfiblc of that o£- 
Ch 87 ™^' ficer's great politenefs, vigilante and care, 

' **' 9 ' faid to her fitter Zeinab $ this Syrian hath 
behaved fo kindly to us, that I think we 
ought to make him a prefent. Zeinab was 
pf the fame opinion, but the difficulty was, 
what they flbould give him, for they were 
then poffefTed of nothing of any. value, fave 
their bracelets. " Lpt us then prefent them 
to him, faid the girl ;" Zeinab confenting, 
they took off their bracelets, and fent them 
to Noman with an apology; begging he 
would accept of them as a fmall token of 
their refpedl for his courtefy. He modeftly 
refufed the gift, with this generous anfwer 2 
" If wh^t I have done had been only with 
a view to worldly intereft, a lefs price (han 
your jewels had bf en fufficient, but ^11 that; 
I have done was folely to pleafe God and to 
teftify the fincere regard I have for you gnd 
for all who are followers of the prophet/* 
He then took his leave of them and re^ 
turned to Damafcus. 

This unfortunate family, being now re«» 
turned to Medina, began to enjoy a tranquillity 
to which it had been a long time a ftranger $ 
yet npt till after (hedding many tears for 
the cruel death of the unhappy HofTein; 
Authors aw Some authors aflure us that the head of 

Siounts tk* P rince was a ! fo fent back t0 Medina, 
of the place of and interred near his mother Fatima. Others 
Hoflein's fe- f a y that it remained at 'Damafcus, and 
? uc e ' was put iq a place called " JJal-al-Fa-? 

" " ' ^ radis," 
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radis," that is, " The gate of the gardens/' Ybxid. 
And that afterwards it was removed to Pa- ^ gyr * ^ 
leftine, from whence it was carried by the ' *** 
Caliphs of Egypt and buried at grand Cario, 
and a monument ere&ed over it, which was 
called " Mefchaid Hoflein," or the fepulchre 
of Hoflein. 

But this account cannot be depended 
upon. Though it is certain that the fed: of 
Ali have publiflied whole volumes of fables 
touching the fate of the head of Hoflein, 
and even touching the place where the reft 
of his body was buried, which we have 
already faid was Kerbela. And writers 
have given a long and particular account of 
the pilgrimages made to his tomb, and of 
the great miracles faid to be wrought there. 

The Perfians, who are of the fedt of Ali, Veneratfcm 
have to this day the greateft veneration for j£^ p ^Lf 
that Caliph, and his two fons, Haflan and f e in. 
Hoflein, whom they call the two lords. 
But they chiefly hold in reverence Hoflein, 
whom they confider as a martyr : he is as it 
were the oracle, the faint, or to fpeak more 
properly, the idol of the nation •, and they 
fay, that if Mahomet could return upon 
earth he would have caufe to be jealous of 
the great regard and efteem they pay , to 
the memory of his grand-fon. 

The peace of the muflulman empire was R evolt of 
far from being confirmed by the death of ^tfZolS. 
that prince. Abdallah the fon of Zobeir, 
y?hq had never fubmitted to Yezid's go- 
vernment, 
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Yexid. vcrnmcnt, declared publickly againft him 

SS^s'o. ? nd b y his condu<a Shewed that Yefcid had 

in him a very formidable rival, 
acknowlcdg- Abdallah, who had acquired the efteem 
cd Caliph and good will of the Arabs by his attach- 

of ¥ € TM i ment t0 ^ c muffulman religion, and more 
lo by his mud and engaging behaviour, 
made fo prudent a management of their 
difpofition in his favour ; that he obtained 
his ends ; and was folemnly declared Caliph 
of Medina and Mecca, 

After he was proclaimed Caliph, he ha- 
rangued the people, and taking advantage 
of the concern that was in general exprefied 
for the lofs of Hoffein, endeavoured to pre- 
judice them againft Yezid, and to engage 
all their voices in his own favour. He re- 
called to their minds the virtues and ex- 
cellent qualities of that illuftrious grandfon 
of the prophet, and drew a moving pifture 
of the perfidy of the Cuffians, who had 
treated him with indignity after having in- 
vited him to come to them. And obferving 
the inclinations of the people of Medina 
and the great regard that they had for the 
prince's family; he affe&ed to fpeak of 
them with fuch refpe<5t and veneration as 
had a very ftrong effedt over the whole 
nation in his own favour. 

He adted in the fame manner at Medina, 
whither he went fhortly afterwards, 4 *and 
where he was received with the fame ac- 
clamations as at Medina. The fpeeches he 

made 
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piade in praife of Hoffein, recalled to their Yezid. 
minds the love they had borne to that prince, JI egyra A I# 

t , 1 , . , x f , Ch. aer. 680, 

and they were ready to avenge his death, by 
fliaking off the yoke that had occafioned it. 

Yezid was greatly furprized when he 
heard of this revolution. He wrote letters 
full of menaces againft Abdallah, and even 
fent a filver collar to the governor of Me- 
dina, with orders to put it about his neck, 
and fend him thus to Damafcus. But Ab- 
dallah's party was fo ftrong that the governor 
dared not attempt to put the Caliph's order 
in execution. 

Atnru-ebn-Sai'd, governor of Mecca, was 
alfo greatly embaraffed, when he faw Ab- 
dallah publickly performing the fun&ions 
of Caliph. He found it neceflary to adt 
with the utmoft caution and circumfpedfcion. 
in fo critical a* juncture . And finding he 
was not able to cope with the enemy, he 
had recourfe to diflimulation, and pretended 
that he only waited for the countenance of 
feme perfon of note to join with the reft of 
the people. 

On this pretence he confuked a Mufibl- The governor 
man of great repute, named Abdallah, the confers* 
fpn of Amru, who was famous for his pro- toudungthe 
found understanding, who ufed to ftudy the T ?\?\ °' Ab - 
ftars, and alfo the writings of the Jews, par- 
ticularly the prophecies of Daniel, which he 
had carefully examined. The governor 
having fent for him, Mked what was his 
opinion of what had happened at Medina 

and 
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Yiisid. and Mecca; to whom he boldly replied, 
H«gyra6i. ^ Abdallah would be king, and con* 

Cn. *r. 68a. . r - - . , - ©* 

tinue fuch to his death. 

This prophetic anfwer beingfpread through 
Arabia, thofe who were attached to Abdal- 
lah-ebn-Zobeir grew more bold, whilft he 
made ufe of every means to prefcrve himfelf 
for the throne. In the mean time Amru, 
who was cautioned by this prediction, omit- 
ted nothing that was in his power to guard 
againft the defigns of the new Caliph. 
Yezid re- The enemies of Amru took this oppor- 

SZhb^. tun ty to P^judice thofe who were near 
veroment. Yezid, whom they boldly accufed of negli- 
gence or cowardice for not having feized 
upon Abdallah when he fir ft revolted. Ye- 
zid, being enraged, removed Amru, and put 
in his place Waled the fon of Otbah 5 who 
had no fooner taken poffeffion of his govern- 
ment, than he caufed a great number of 
the fervants and dependants of his prede- 
ceffor Amru to be imprifoned. Three hun- 
dred were feized on the very firft day 5 and 
their having been barely acquainted with the 
laft governor was enough to expofe a man 
to the violence and fury of Waled, 

cfF** * 2 ' ^° l^rfk a conduct difpleafed every one, 
r * 9u and Amru thought the general difcontent 
was a favourable circumftance for prevailing 
on his friends to ftrike a blow he had medi- 
tated, and which could not fail of fuccefs. He 
fent a private meflage to the prifoners, in- 
' forming them that he was going to Da- 
mascus* 
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rtiafcus, to acquaint the Caliph with the **«■>• 
fituation of affairs ; that if they chofe to Sf^/ 8 *\ 
join him, they muft, by the help of their ' * 
numbers, break open the prifon. He affured fi C shiscoiw 
them that they fhould be duly fupported daft before 
- in cafe of oppofition, and that they fhould * c Cah ^ 
find ready in the ftreet a fufficient number 
of camels, to carry them to that city, 

Amru took the advantage of going to 
Damafcus, where he was well received by 
the Caliph, who neverthelefs reproached him 
with the little care that he had taken of 
his interefts in the late occurences. " I be- 
feech you, commander of the faithful, to 
hear me," replied Amru, " That which is 
prefent" added he, " you can better fee 
than what is patted, the Meccans and the 
Arabs of Hegiaz were fo very outragious, 
and affembled in fuch prodigious numbers 
to proclaim Abdallah, that the forces which 
I then had were not fufficient to attack them. 
On the other hand, Abdallah, who was 
jealous of me, was always upon his guard, 
and never appeared but with a great number 
of his friends to attend him. It is true, I 
affe&ed a great deal of indifference with 
regard to every thing that happened; but 
at the fame time I was watching for a fa- 
vourable opportunity to fieze him. I very 
well faw, that notwithftanding his great cre- 
dit and his able politics, that he was embar- 
rafled in all his proceedings; for I had 

. taken 
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Yezid. taken care to guard all the avenues to the 
**fB rr * £|" city, and none were fuffered to enter without 
" Wiling their name. Thofe whom I found 
were Abdallah's friends, I difmiffed imme- 
diately without any further inquiry $ as to 
thofe who appeared to have no connec- 
tion with him, I enquired the caufe of 
their coifcing to Mecca, and made them, 
tell me where they propofed to lodge -, and 
in confequence* I caufed all their fteps to 
be clofely watched ; you fee what I thought 
fit to be done for your fervice. And now 
yod have feirt Waled, the fon of Otbahy 
who, (if we may judge from the beginning 
he has made) will give you fuch an ac- 
count of his adminift ration as will juftify 
my conduct, and convince you of the fin- 
ccrity of my advice." 

Yezid was greatly ftruck at Amru's de- 
fence, and owned it had furprized him. 
He expreffed great refentment againft thofe 
who had bafely done Amru fo ill an office, 
and obligingly told him, that he knew his* 
enemies well, and was perfuaded there was 
Uot one amongft them that could be com- 
pared with him for probity j he from that 
moment took Amru again into favour, 
defired him to continue at court, and treated 
him with great diftindion. 
Complaints Publick fame foon confirmed what Am- 
againft the *u had faid of the new governor- Com* 
new governor plaints came from the feveral diftri&s of 
of Mecca. Arabkj and at laft Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir 

wrote 
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wrote a letter to Yezid, in which he com- Y**">. 
plained that he had fent a man to be go- **fgyra 62. 

r 1 1 1 r \ 1 • ?, OuaBT. 68i. 

vernor there, who was ablolutely incapable 
of fo important a truft. And he at the 
fame time even gave the Caliph to under- 
ftand that he would recal Waled, and fend 
one in his place with whom he might treat, 
and who had the means of accommodating 
thofe troubles. 

This letter greatly furprized Yezid. He 
was pleafed to fee his rival acknowledge his 
power, and even to afk of him the exer- 
cife of it in the very city of which Abdal- 
lah had caufed him to be proclaimed Ca- 
liph. As this letter alfo fpoke of a peace, 
which was what Yezid wifhed for, he im- 
mediately took the proper method to re-.. .. r , 

* J . n , 1 r r <* • * Yezid fends 

move the obitacles that oppoled it, and re- othman in 
called Waled, and appointed in his place ^s place. 
Othman*, a relation of his own. He was 
one indeed of but an indifferent underftand- 
ing, devoid both of fenfe and experience, 
in a word very incapable of unravelling the 
intrigues which then divided the empire of 
the Arabs. 

Othman fet out for Arabia, and flopping ptkman af- 
at Medina, received the fubmiffion of fome t he7ubmTffion 
of them who acknowledged Yezid, which of the Me- 
he confidering as the adt of the whole dmefe ' 
nation, imagined from thence the authority 
of that prince to be founded on a rock, and 

* The fon of Mahomet, and grandfon of AbuvSofian. 

with- 
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Yezid. w lthout further enquiry, he fent ambafla-* 
Ch?a^68i\ dors t0 Damafcus to affure the Caliph of 
The ambaf. ^ °b e dience °f the Medinians. 
iadors enter- This embafly was more hurtful to Yezid 
tain aeon- than all the plots that had already been con- 
Ymd. ° r triVed againft him. The extraordinary ap- 
pearance of a court where the fovereign 
paid no regard either to religion, or even to 
common decency, was ample matter of 
offence to the ambafladors. And in fadfc 
Yezid pafled his days in indolence and 
frivolous amufements: he tbinded nothing 
but fplendid entertainments, tvhefe, in con- 
tempt of the muflulman law* they drank 
all forts of wine to the utmoft excefs ; and 
his evenings were ul(*ally fpent in company 
of finging and dancing women, and in 
converfation with buffoons and other mean 
fellows. 

The medinian deputies wdre received 
with great pomp and civility. They con- 
tinued fome time at the Caliph's court ; and 
at their departure he made them confider- 
able prefents : but all he could do was not 
able to get the better of the great indigna-* 
tion and contempt they had conceived 
againft him. 

When the ambafladors returned to that 
city, they did not in the leaft fpare Yezid j 
on the contrary, they gave fuch a defcription 
of the debaucheries of his court, and in 
particular of his own diforderly life, as in- 
flamed 
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This vizir was called Abu Giaffer Mo- Motawakbl 
hammed : he was, fays El Makin, a very Hcgyra 232*' 
learned man, and well verfed in grammar ch ' *** 8 * 6, 
and poetry ; he both ipoke and wrote with 
great elegance, but at the fame time he was, 
continues that author, unpolite, proud, felf- 
fufficient, cruel, difhonourable, greedy of. 
riches and favour, and incapable of doing a 
good office to any perfon. 

* Such was the man with whom the Caliph pv 85 ™ | 33 * 
had contracted a moft intimate friendfhip in ' * r " 47 " 
the life-time of his predecefTor. When Mo- 
tawakel afcended tne throne, he continued 
him in the office of vizir, which he had 
executed under Wathek. The Caliph had, 
however, reafon . to be dilpleafed with him, 
for having caufed a quarrel between him 
and his brother 5 but as he ferved him to 
his wifh in his horrid aftions and contri- 
vances, he thought fit to continue that offi- 
cer in his poft. 

As the, Caliph was. one day talking with He invents a 
that monfter, touching new kinds of punifh- new land ©f 

-. u i •/• j ^ 3 a- • r puniihment, 

meat, he advned the erecting an iron fur- which is inffla- 
hace, to be ftuck ' full of very (harp 'nails, cd on MmfcK 
and to inclofe therein the wretch he intend- 
ed to deftroy 5 and a fire was to be lighted 
under it, ftronger or weaker in proportion 
to the cruelty he would inflid: on the vidtims 
to his fury. 

Unfortunately for the vizir he gave the Hegyra 234. 
Caliph frefh caufe of complaint, and fell into Qu **• 8 4 8, 
the utmoft difgrace. Motawakel caufed hin# 

Vol. HI. O to 
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MoTAWAtiL to be apprehended, and refolved to deftrojr 
• Hegyra 234- him; but before he put him to death, he was 
»• M- determined to enjoy the pleafore of torment- 
ing him by flow degrees. 

He forthwith caufed him to be thrown 
into prifon; and in the room, next the prifo- 
ner's chamber, a certain number of men 
were placed, who were ordered to make a 
noife day and night, to prevent him from 
taking any reft : in this fituation he patted 
feveral days, during which, the perfons ap- 
pointed to toftnent him were regularly re- 
lieved. 

The cruel Caliph then ordered them to 
fceale their noife, and the wretched vizif 
thade himfelf amends for his watching by 
a fleep of four-and-twenty hours duration ; 
after which Motawakel taking him out of 
prifon, caufed him to be put into the dread- 
ful furnace he had himfelf contrived. 

But what added to the difpleafure of all 
men, the Caliph carried his barbarity fo far 
as to be a ipeftator of the torments inflidted 
on his vizir. He even infulted the poor 
Wretch at a time when, unable to bear the 
excruciating pains, he begged the Caliph to 
have pity on him : f< Pity is only a ridiculous 
weakneis," faid that prince, alluding to the 
bafe maxims the unhappy minifter had ut- 
tered in the days of favour. 
Hegyra *}$* So unmerciful a condudt gave a general 
Ch. «r. 849* ^ifguft, and might perhaps have caufed an 

mfurre&ion againft the Caliph ; but fortu- 
nately 
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ftately for him the vizir was univerfally de- Motawaml 
tefteck infomuch, that though they abhor- Hcgyra 235. 
red the cruelties infli&ed on him, they could CL **' * 4 * 
not help agreeing, that he well deferred the 
puniihment he had fuffered -, and by de- 
grees the whoje affair was buried in oblivion. 

The Caliph took advantage ofthatjun&ure The Caliph 
to fecure the crown to three of his children, ^ U J¥ tjJJJJ 6 
of whom the firft was called Montaffer, the be acknow. 
fecond Motaz, and the third Mowa'iad. He |?^£ M *» 
had alfo two other fons, to wit, Motamed, fucccffw# 
aod Muaffed, whom he abfolutely excluded 
jhe throne: however, it will appear that 
things fell out in this refpeft very contrary to 
his intentions. So ibon as he had made this 
difpofition of his dominions, he commanded 
his fubje&s to take th? oath of allegiance to 
his children, to whom he gave the invefti-* 
ture of the lands he feverally affignedthem, 
by delivery of a (landard. Montaffer had 
the provinces of Irak, Hejaz, and Yeman. 
Motaz had Chorafan, and the country of 
Bm> and Mowaiad Syria Damafcena. 

The clofe of thatyear^ and the beginning Hegyra 236. 
of the nsxU wprp employed by the Caliph in ch - * n 8 S°« 
giving proofs of the hatred he bore to the 
Allans and their friends : he qiufed an edidt 
to be publi(hed, by which the pilgrimage to He prohibits 

1 r , /• -f i y 1 >/••«! the pilgrimage" 

the tomb of Au, the prophet s lon-in-law,was t0 m's tomb. 
prohibited on fevere penalties 5 and carrying 
his refentment ftill further, he fent orders to He cades the 
the plain of JCerMa, that they fhovdd de- ^. of - 
molifli the tQj»b of Hofein, AlTs Jfon, who daSSu 

O 2 was 
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Motawakel was buried on that plain, after he Was killed 
Hegyra 236. in the battle he fought there. : The tomb 
Ch. an 8 S o. was t h crc f ore totally rafed 5 and that rtot the 

Ieaft veftige of it might remain, they caufed 
a current of water to flow over the very (pot 
on which they had ere6ted a monument in 
memory of Hofein. . / 

Ali's party, after the ufual manner, relate 
a number of miracles, which they affert were 
then performed to fhame the Caliph for his 
profanenefs. Some fay, that when the chan* 
nel was finifhed, it would never ferve the 
purpofe for which the Caliph defigned it ; 
that the waters entered it indeed, and flawed 
to a certain diftance; but when they came to 
. the place where Hofein's tomb was eredfced, 
tney flopped out of refpeft, and could not 
poflibly be made to run any further. > 

Others fay, that at the fame time Ali 
appeared in a dream to the Caliph, and after 
having tartly reproved* him for the outages 
he committed on his family, gave Hiift feven 
blows with a whip which he held in his hand; 
the Caliph terrified at the vifion, related it 
in the morning, in order that fome p6rfon 
might give him an explication of it ;. but his 
attendants all kept a profound filence* How- 
ever, he found, that a trian belonging to the 
court had told one of his friends, that the 
whip with which Ali ftriote die Caliph, wl£ 
the fwofd which Mahomet gave him to per- 
form his grand exploits, and that fome mis- 
fortune wduld probably happen to the Calipb> 

.: .. as 
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3& z puaifhroent for die infult he had com- Motawakel 

BQitted on the memory ( of that illuftrious H egy ra2 3 6 - 

Muffulmanj and this kind of prediction- *** 85 ° # 

feemed in fome fort to be verified by what 

happened in the fequel. 

- ^hiift that prince was thus employed in.^sy 1 * *37- 

maltreating : the aihes oif AH and Hofein, a, * ". 5 " 

(edition arofein Armenia, occafioned bvthcj^^ in 

inftru&ioi^s, he gave tq Jofeph e^n Moham^ 

med, when 'he appointed him governor of; 

that province, and'of Aderbij an. He ordered .;-•;•.?•. 7 

him on his arrival to feize an officer of difo *?..'*". *•■• * - 

tin&ion, named Bokrat, who was patrician or 

$hi?f lord of the province. The other pa*> 

fricians, epraged at the treatment beftowed on^ 

Wie of -thp principal members of their body, 

combined with Bokrat's family, and formed 

a league againft the new governor. At a, 

fixed day they roie up in arms, and affembling 

themfelves near a caftle. called Mufhi,- which 

they had appointed for their rendezvous; 

tliey reviewed tfyeir forces, and marched up in ; 

battle-array to meet the governor-- Jofeph 

haying received timely notice of tjieir defign, 

ha4 prepared for his defence : and finding him*. 

ielf ftrpng enough to rifque an adtion, he 

boldly fliarched out againft the rebels. This 

encounter provedfatal tojofephandhis troops ; 

the governor was killed on the fpot and his 

army totally routed. 

Motawakel had no fooner received the The rebels 
pews, of this misfortune, than he caufed a ar e**atbythc 
frefh body of troops to march, partly con- Turks# 

O 3 lifting 
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Motawaml filling of his Turkifh militia, and commanded 
*j£gyra*37- by Buga, who was one of the principal 
**• 5 '" officers of that corps. The rebels, elated by 
their former vi&ory, boldly faced the new 
troops, and hoped cafily to get the better ef 
them ; but they learned to their coft what 
men they had to deal with. The Turks broke 
them, put them totally to the rout, and pur- 
fued them to Teflis, the capital of the pro- 
vince, in which they befieged them* 
They ait bur* But as the operations of the fiege ifrent on 
^^flowly, Buga contrived to reduce the place, 
and even entirely deftroy it, if they did not 
foon capitulate. He caufed wooden towers 
to be brought near the wall, from the top of 
which he fet the place on fire. For this pur- 
pofe he employed a great number of his men, 
who had been long expert in darting lighted 
firebrands : this contrivance fucceeded ; the 
houfes in Teflis being built only of wood, cafily 
took fire. A wind which arofe carried the 
flames to feveral parts of the city, and it was 
finally reduced to afhes. Near fifty thoufand 
men perifhed in the place, amongft whom 
were the rebels, with their leader. This was 
paying very dear for the defeat of a party of 
malccontents, who could by no means, nave 
done fo much damage, as refulted from the 
ruin of that city. 
Hegyra 238. Whilft the Caliph was thus making ufe of 
Ch. *r. 852. g^ an( j (yforft j n j^ own dominions, the 

The Greeks Q ree k s we re meditating an irruption, which 
Marietta, proved fiiccefsful m all ^points. Having re-. 

ceiv cd 
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ccivcd intelligence, by means of their fples, Mqtawam*. 
that Damietta were weakly guarded, and that Hcgyn 238. 
there was no regular troops in the garrifon, Q*. »• *5*- 
they privately made preparations for a def- 
cent ; and at a time convenient for the ex- 
pedition, a fleet confiding of three hundred 
fail of {hips fuddenly appeared before Dami- 
etta, when they were not in the lead expe&ed. 

Terror feized on the inhabitants,who drove 
to make their efcape by means of a little ford^ 
which was in the midd of a mod extendi v 
fpace of dill water, between the town and 
the port ; but in the hurry and confufion of 
their flight they miffed the track, and the 
jjreated part of them miferably periflied in 
the attempt. 

The Grecians having entered the place 
without the lead oppofition, were foon bufily 
employed in plundering and making flaves: 
having pillaged it during many days, they 
again went on board their fbips, with iax- 
menfe riches. They at fird refolved to keep 
the place, aod leave a garrifon there j but 
fearing it would not be poiHble to p»t the 
fortifications ja a proper date of defence, be- 
fore the arrival of the mudulman troops, they 
determined to plunder the city, and then cje- 
ftroy it, rather than run the rjfcme of fudain- 
iog afiege, which mud inevitably end in the 
taking of the place. H 

As the Caliph was hady and paffionate, he ch. «r. 853. 
mud have been greatly moved at fuch an Edi&sif&ed 
outrage} however, it does not appear that he SSSSSna 

O4 thenjwi. 
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MoTAw*AKfit,then took any meafures to revenge hifofelf 

Hcgyraa3 9 . on the Greeks. On the contrary, he re- 
**•" 5 * mained as quiet in his dominions as if no mis- 
fortune bad happened, and was folely em- 
ployed in* framing new laws and regulations 
for the government' of the ftate: . B\xch as 
lie published that year-were chiefly . calcu- 
lated to mortify ind humble ther. Cnriftrans 
and Jews. He had fome* years before de- 
dared them incapable of holding any poft or 
employment under tfye government. : He 
.then ordered them t6 wear large * girdles 
inade of leather, that tHey : might thereby be 
lenown from the Muffulmen : in a word, he 
that year forbid them 1 tdride oh horfes; and 
only fuffered them to make ufe of mules or 
afles, but on condition they fhould have no 
Iron ftirrups to their faddles. . / * ; 

Thefe mortifying; diftinfliohs paufed all 
the Chriftians and Jfews that .were in his .do- 
minions to become his enemies* This prince 
was not better beloved by ^ own futgedts j 
and it may fafely be afferted,. that he never 
hid a fincere friend at his court. T^he fero- 
city of his difpofifion, and the oddity of his 
temper, rendered him iflfuppditable to all 
fuch as from the' nature of their, offitc. were 
"obliged to live with him., They run the 
rifijlie'df' their lives in pdrifes, which might 

, - • i -- • - :TI have been reafonably , expedjred to be only 
* -• /parties of pleafurc *-•'•'* , 

Example jif - "\ An author relates, that often when he was 

■£^?^ debauching *fo his , <i6urtiersr lu> W6uld 

* • •' '. : : - -. ~ caufe 
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caufe a lion to be turned Jobfe into the roottf, Mota^akei; 

that he might make himfelf merry af the Hegym 339. 

fright into which he put all hi* guefts. At <*• * r -*53- ' 

other times he ufed to lay ferpents under the 

table, or break <in pieces pots full of fcor- 

pioris and other venomous creatures; when 

this ftrange mad prince ufed to command, 

that no perfon fhould ftir from his place, on 

pain of death ;/ fo that they'Wtrfe forced to 

run the nfque of being ftung -by thofeani*? 

rnals. 7 It is true,- he inftantly prevented any 

ill coflfequences from the bite, by applying 

an excellent antidote, of which he knew the 

fecret, and which never failed of performing 

a cure, though the poifon was ever foftrong: 

Thus he took a pWafure in caufing men tc* 

bedangeroufly hurt, that he might have the 

credit of performing a fpeedy: cure. 

This favage prince feemed daily to con- Hegyra 240. 
trive means to render himfelf more detefted. 011 '*^***-' 
He could hot even make a friend of his own His oomfofifc * 
fon y and he brought him. up in fuch a man- to ^ fon - 
ner, as effeflualiy to deftroy all thofe fenti~ 
merits, which are implanted by nature, or 
inf ufed by education, in a child towards, its 
parent. He carried the young prince into 
the company of his debauched courtiers ; he 
maide him drink to excefs, and then took dc* 
light in beating him, in order that he might 
put him in a rage. As wine and paffioit 
caufed him to fay many groft things, the fa- 
ther was difpleaied and beat him again; and 

we 
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Motjiwakbi we (hall foon fee the fatal confequences of ib t 
Hcgyra 240. uncommon an education. 
Ch.3er.854. So fen£cle& a condwa raifed ercat mur- 
Indignation murs amongft all his fubjc&s. They looked 

Caliph. the face of the earth ; and even fuch of 
them, as through the gentlenefs of their dif- 
pofitions were moil averfe to the {bedding of 
blood, did not discountenance the defign 
then in agitation, for aflaffinating the Caliph* 
The whole nation therefore earneftly wifhed 
his death: fome of them would readily haVe 
undertaken to ftrike the Wow, in order to 
gratify the people. Others, who were 
more moderate, only addrefled their prayers 
to heaven, that it would be pleafed foon to 
free the world from a prince, who by his 
a&ions debated both human nature and the 
throne. 
Hefefpeas a The many complaints that were fo openly 
emtpmej. jj^ agafoft ^ Caliph, might at laft bav* 

ended in a confpiracy, but none was yet 
formed ; however, a flave belonging to Mo- 
tawakel, having overheard fome officers of 
diftin&ion fpeak very difreJpeftfully of his 
mafter, imagined that fome plot was co&~ 
triving againft him, and he forthwith ran 
and advifed die Caliph to be on his guard. 

Motawakel did not wait till he could make 
the enquiries neceflary on fuch an occafion 1 
he refolded to be before-hand with die con- 
fpirators : he did not indeed know who they 

were j 
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Were ; but being perfuaded, that in deftroy- Motawaul 
ing a considerable number of his courtiers, Hcgyia 240. 
he ihould certainly intimidate the reft of CL * r#8 **v 
them, he imparted his deiign to fome of 
his favourite lkves, who were the ufual in- 
ftruments of his cruelties, and with them he 
concerted the bloody project that was to be 
put in execution* 

Having fettled his fchcme, he next in* How he pw- 
vited the chief lords and principal officers of vcnts iu , 
the ftate to a ftftival, which was to conclude* 
according to cuftom, with a grand entertain* 
taent* The prince's invitation was com- 
plied with, and the fcftival was iblemnized 
With a truly royal pomp and magnificence. 
As to the entertaiment, whether the intended 
guefts doubted ibme ill treatment from the 
f Caliph, or whether they were unwilling to 
expofe themielves to be wounded, by the ve* 
nemous creatures which the Caliph caufed 
to be laid down in the room, when the li- 
quor began to operate, a great number of 
them declined being prefent thereat, on va- 
rious pretences. 

By this prudent precaution they feved their 
lives ; the bufinefs now was not to affright 
the guefts with the appearance of ibme fa- 
vage beaft, or venomous creatures t the Ca- 
liph had refoived to ftcrifice to his fury all 
fuch as he had invited to the feaft : in fad:, 
'all that were ptfefeat were inhumanly butch- 
ered. Motow&ksl himfelf began the bloody 
execution : he rofe up haftily, in the midft of 

1 the 
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MoTAWAKBLthe entertainment; and drawing' his fwordr 
Hcgyraa^o. Ajiote off the heads of fucli as were next? 
Ck. *r. 854. ft m ; Jn a moincnt> t h e perfons ! he \ha& 

appointed to fecohd him* unfheathed.thefr 
cymetars, and maflacred.the remainder of the 
guefts : fome of them, indeed, efcaped be* 
ing ftain at firft, -by hiding themfelves in the 
apartments, but they were foon purfued 

• and pur to deatlr without' mercy. 

' * > The CaKph, tranfported with .brutal fagc* 
went into the mod diilant parts of the pa- 
lace in fearch of thafe that. had made theic 
efcape.. -One of: his favourite fefvants, whs 
had; the care of one of the apartments, ' tety 
ing the prince :come with fury tn.his .IqOfesi 
and a bloody fworii in his hand, was fjlle^ 
with : terrbr * ar his;approaeh. f He was upo$ 
fttch terms with his mailer as to have no tea* 
-ibftable caufe to fear on his own iccou»t 3 
but apprehehfive. that he might be miftakeft 
for -another . by a mad man, who in hkfitj 
4Kd not know even himfelf, he was greatly 
alarmed, When* the Caliph entered th* 
room, he cried out, " I havejuft iiqw kill^i 
filch a. one, and fuch a one, and the jreft 
^hall not efcape ;me ." " That i$ well done^ 
•my lord/* anfwered the fervant, c * k bwt yop 
-and I muft remain alive." . > 
1 Though the Caliph was ftill in the height 
<o£ his fory, he was ftruck at the anfwer : he 
could not even help failing at it, and having 
recolle&ed that it was his fervant, he put 
•up his cymetar into the fcabbard^ and with 
. i great 



!•« 



the/ ARABIANS. 205 

great compofure converted with him on thc{ Mo* awaktel 
fevent of that fatal day. The fervant eafily Hegyra 240. 
forefaw the confequences of this crael ' **' 854 * 
butchery 5 but he. took care not .to give the 
leaft hint of his apprehenfions, for fear of 
rekindling the rags of . that defperate man. - 
- '• The reign : of Motawakel : wis hot only Hewm 241 
remarkable for the debaucheries, follies, and Ch. ». 85 5 1 
cruelties of that prince 5 the very elements Prodigicsin 
feemed to declare againlt the Saracens ; and many parts of 
there anally fell out at that time fuch un- ^ p ?f uUnaa 
common and grievous events, as occaftoned 
the reign of this Caliph to be called, t The 
jreign of prodigies, and fcourges of the ce- 
leftkl ire. 

Terrible earthquakes happened in Perfia, 
in Syria, in Chorafan, and in Arabia Faelix. 
The earth opened, fwallowed up whole cir 
ties, and deftroyed an infinite number of 
Mufiulmen. Bagdat alfo received a {hock, 
but it was a trifle, in comparifon to what hap- 
pened at Laodicea. That city, fays El 
JMakin, was ^totally overthrown; not one 
Jioufe was left {landing; and but very few, 
of the great number of perfons who inha- 
&ted that city and the neighbourhood, es- 
caped the common calamity. 

According to the fame author, the fprings Hegyra 24*, 
at Mecca were almoft entirely dried up, and * * r * 5 
water became fo ftarce, that it was fold for 
^n. hundred drachmas the load. Antioch 
-alfo felt the feme, fcourges as the other muf- 
fulman cities had undergone ; an earthquake 

happened 
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Motawakbi happened there, which deftroyed a great 
Hegyraz42. many people, and threw down five hundred 
Ouxr. 8$6. jjQuf^ j^d ninety of the towers of the 

walls of the city. A mountain palled the 
Rock, burft in pieces and fell into the fea, 
which infiantly foaming, there iffued from 
it a thick black fmoke, of an infupportable 
fmell. In another part a river fuddenly dis- 
appeared, and they could not difcover at 
what place it drained away. About the 
fame time the waters of the Tygris ap* 
peared as yellow as gold -, in three days af- 
terwards it looked of the colour of blood. 
The thunder roared, and the lightning 
flafhed on all fides ; and there were even 
feme hurricanes fo furious, as to tear up 
large trees by die roots, and carry them Co 
a great diftanoe in the country. 
Hegyra 243, Thefe violent fhocks threw them into die 
Ch. ar. 857. utmoft confirmation : they knew not where 
The Caliph to fix their abode with fafety, and were 
j^cs to fix filled with continual fears of a repetition of 
tToaiMfcus. *he fame fatal tragedy. We are not told, 
whether it was on this account the Caliph 
changed his place of abode j hut it is cer- 
tain, that in the 243d year of the Hegyra 
he departed from Samarath, and went to* 
Damaicus, with which he was fo well 
pleafed, that the next year he refolved to fix 
his refldence there. He ordered fbme ad- 
ditional buildings to be made to the palace, 
and commanded his treafures to be con*- 

, veyed to that city. 

The 
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The utmoft diligence was ufed to per- Motawakel 
form the Caliph's orders, when an event Hegyra 244. 
happened which made him fuddenly alter CL "• 85 ** 
his refolutiort. As he had been remifs in 

' paying the Turkifh troops, they made a 

' great noife, and murmured that he fhould 

1 lay out fuch large fums in ufelefs buildings, 

whilft the fbldiery were put to great difficul- 
ties for want of their pay. 

The Caliph, who put his whole truft in 
that militia, removed the caufe of their com- 
plaint, and gave orders timely enough to 
filence all clamour ; but whether it was on 
account of their complaints of his expence 
in building, or through the natural ficklenefs 
of his diipofition, is uncertain, but he foon 
quitted Damafcus, and returned to the city 
^ of Samarath. 

In the courfe of this year the Muflulmen Hegyra 245, 
were again affli&ed with the fcourge f Ch#aer#8 ^ 
earthquakes, which were fo violent in Sy- 
ria, Perfia, Chorafan and Yeman, as to 
overturn whole cities, and deftroy more than 
iv one hundred thoufand of the inhabitants of 

f thofe countries. 

\ But whilft the muffulman empire was fo 

deeply fuffering from thefe fatal events, the 

I Caliph's brutality, which was far from di- 

mimfhing, was a fcourge almoft equally 
terrible, more efpecially, fince he had en- 

1 tertained fuch ftrong fufpicions of the defign 

of his courtiers. Far from ftriving to re- 
concile them to him by a&ing with more 
moderation and humanity, he gave a loofe 

to 
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MoTAWAKSb to his fury j and if he did put a restraint on 

Hcgyraz45. his natural inclination, it was with no other 

"• 8s9# view than to fecure himfelf from the at-* 

tempts that might be made on his perfon. 

ConveHktion . He one day advifed with Fatah, his vizir 

oK^d 6 * n ^ favoUrite > on that fabje<a. When this 
his vizir. minifter entered the Caliph's apartment, 
he faw a fword in his hand richly ornament- 
ed, which he feemed to view with great 
pleafure :~ the vizir highly commended the 
beauty and workmanfhip of the fword r 
which was, indeed, extremely fine, , and 
had coft the Caliph ten thoufand crowns : 
he then afked that prince to what ufe he in- 
tended to put the fword, " I wifh/' anfwered 
Motawakel, cc I could find out one amongft, 
my Turkifh foldiers, on whofe valour and> 
fidelity I could rely j I would make him ^ 
. prefent of this fword; and appoipt him to 
guard my perfon." \ \\ , 

He appoints . Bagher, a Turkifh officer, happening, 

^^his r- t0 enter t ^ le Caliph's apartment, Fatah, 
£T faid to that prince, cc Here comes Bagher, 

a man of more worth and bravery than any. 
in the whole Turkifh corps ; and I an^ per-* 
fuaded you cannot meet with a more proper 
perfon on whom to beftow your prefent.'- 
JVlotawakel forthwith ordered Bagher to ap- 
proach, and put the fword into his hand,, 
defiring he would keep a ftrid: eye on all 
fuch as fhould approach his perfon. He at 
the fame time appointed him a considerable 
falary, . and enabled him to appear with dig-. 

" nity. 
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foity in the poft he had juft beftowed on him. Motawakel 
It will foon appear what ufe Bagher made, Hegyra245. 
both of the Caliph's fword and of the con* Ch ' "' * 59 ' 
fidence he repofed in him. 

It was not without reafon that the Caliph pfsy** *4& 
took meafures for the fecurity of his perfon : ' **' Q# 
he well knew his fubjefts loudly complained ^£ t * d * f * 
of his conduit, and that an infurre&ion 
might happen in a moment, which might 
bring about the greateft revolutions ; yet, 
fpightof his precautions, it fcemed as if he 
had prepared all things for his own deftruc- 
tion : for by imprudently railing a commoo 
Turkifh officer to a place of fo great truft, 
he angered Waffif, who was (as we have 
already obferved) the commander in chief 
of the Turkifh foldiery. 

The Caliph had made him a prefent of 
fome demefne lands in Perfian Irak, and 
Fatah {hewing a defire to have them, the 
Caliph refumed his gift, and beftowed it on 
Fatah. This affair was attended with bad 
confequences $ for whether that prince did 
not take care to give to Waffif any thing by 
way of indemnification, or whether the 
Turk was not willing to part with the lands, 
he entertained a mod violent refentment 
againft the Caliph, which he (hewed the 
firft favourable opportunity. 

Thefe difcontents were a little fufpended War againft 
on account of the war carried on againft the * c Greek*, 
Greeks. The muffulman troops made an 
inroad on the territories of the eaftern em- 

Vol* III. P peror, 
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Motawakel perof, where they took an immenfe booty; 

H«gyra247. together with feventy thoufand Chriftiai^ 

Ck.«r,86i. ^Q^ t hey carried into flavery. The Sara- 
cens alfo attacked the Greeks by Tea with 
equal fuccefs ; and this campaign concluded 
with an exchange of prifoners on both fides. 

A confpiracy At the return of the army from this cam- 

uSfe!* P«gn> ^d ift the 04761 year of the Hegy- 
and the com- ra, a refolution was formed to free the muf- 

chief of The ^ toan em P* re & om a prince, - whofe govern- 
Turks. ment had long been an infopportable yoke, 
•not only to the people in general, but alfo t6 
the nobility, and even to his own cbildresn. 

The Caliph ftill 'continuing to behave 31 
to his own fon, in his parties where they 
drank to excefs, and at which he ciblrged 
him to be prefent ; the young prince con- 
ceived fuch an averfion to his father, that 
he took no pains to conceal his fentiments : 
though Motawakel was infonaaed, how fcfe 
fon ftood affe&ed to him, he made not 
the leaft ftep towards a reconciliation with 
him j on the contrary, he increafed his iil- 
ufage, and, inftead of calling him Monta&r, 
which was his real name, he gave him 
the nick-name of Monthader, fignifying,. 
Him who wifties the Death of his Fa- 
ther* This name having been given on aH 
occafions, the prince was fo difpleafed at 
hearing it, that at laft he refblved actually 
to deferve it. 

He was encouraged in this refolution by 
the commander of the Turkifh troops, who,. 

being: 
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befog unable to fofget the injury the Calipli Motawake* 
ha4 done him in refuming the demefnes he H^gy™ H7- 
had beftowed oft him, had long been medi* Ch '* n %6u 
taring revenge : he held a conference oh 
Ihis fubjedt With MtfntalTer* who^ fhuttini 
his ears dgainft the voice of nature and oi 
Coftfangumity, barharottfly affenfed to the 
murder of his king, atid of his father* He 
did not in the lean: hefitate at the commif* 
fion of this double parricide ; for, by bad 
txample, he had been long hardened in ini* 
quity* 

This unnatural fott therefor* complied 
With Waflif 's propofal, and confented he 
ihould employ his tfoops in the execution of 
the fixed aefign. The general having con-* 
ferred wkh the othef Turkifh officers on the 
•pfbpofed aflaffination, each man was ready 
td join in it ; and it was agreed they fhould 
fail on the Caliph the vefy firft day he fhould 
drink to excefs* Bagher, whom that prince 
liad chofen as his efbec&i guard, was ap- 
pointed to ftrike the nfft blow ; and, in or- 
tler to commit fuch a crime, he, for the firft 
time, drew forth from the fcabbard the 
iword which Motawakel had put into his 
hands. 

The confpirators ran no rifque of a long 
delay, in chufing for the effecting their 
fcheme the firft day the Caliph fhould drink 
fcreyond the bouhds of reafon; for that prince 
was fo fond of liquof as to leave no long in- 
tervals between the days he appointed fot 

P 2 hi* 
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MoTAWAK^Lhis debauches. Motawakel having there- 
Hcgym z±j. fore invited his ufual boon-companions to a 

Ol xr. S6u g rcat £ e ^ ^^ fixe( j on ^ at ^ f 0f ^ is 

aflaflination : they waited till the Caliph 
and all the guefts were far gone in liquor 5 
and towards the clofe of the entertainment, 
Bagher, and the Turks that attended him, 
entered the room fword in hand. 
The Caliph is One of the guefts, who was the firft that 
a&ffinatecL e fpied them, thought it was done by the 
Caliph's order, and expeded to fee fome 
bloody fcene which had been contrived by 
that prince^ and as the fight was not at firft 
fo terrible as the appearance of wild hearts, 
whbfe fury was not eafily fc> be avoided, he 
faid in a joking ftrain, " This is not the day 
of lions, or ferpents, or fcorpions, but the 
day of fwords." The Caliph, who did not 
fee the Turks, as he fat with his back to the 
door at which they entered, faid to the gueft, 
" What do you mean by talking of fwords ?* 
He faid no more, for Bagher and the other 
Turks falling on him mercilefsly, fkw him 
and all fuch as attempted to make the leaft 
refinance. 

Fatah his vizir, who was then near him, 
ftrove to defend his -mafter ; but the odds 
againft him were too great for him to fuc- 
ceed : however, he threw himfelf into the 
midft of the confpirators, crying out, " O 
Motawakel ! I will not furvive thee !" A 
Turk took him at his word, and ran his 

fword through the vizirs body. 

The 
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The Caliph's jcfter, who was prefent at Motawaml 
the entertainment, aroSe from table the mo- ^p 18 W~ 
ment he faw the fwords, and hid himSelf 
under a canopy of ftate, whence he could 
fee all that pailed. Being terrified at the 
murder of Fatah, and fuch as attempted to 
defend the Caliph, he ventured to creep out 
of his hiding-place ; and, in direct opposi- 
tion to what the vizir had faid, he cried out, 
" O Motawakel ! I would furvive thee with 
all my heart !" He thus eSeaped the hands of 
the murderers : or perhaps they gave them- 
felves no concern about the life or death 
of fuch a perfbnage* 

Immediately after this maflacre, Mon- * 

tafler Shamefully entered the room where his 
father lay murdered. . As they had cut the 
body of die wretched Caliph in pieces, Mon- 
tafler was defirous to know how many parts 
of the body had been found ; one of the 
flaves having anfwered fix: " Search round, 
foid Montafler, " there Should be Seven. 
He was immediately obeyed, and they found 
one of the Caliph's fingers, which made up 
the number of parts which the parricide was 
fo anxious about ; becaufe he faid, Motawa- 
kel had related, that in the dream in which 
he thought he faw Ali, he had received Se^- 
ven blows, which, in his opinion, denoted 
that the Caliph would be Slain and cut into 
Seven pieces. The baSe parricide therefore 
Strove to make his father's murder pafs as a 
punishment from heaven, to revenge the in- 

P 3 jury 
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Motawakel jury which the Caliph had done to the me- 

Hcgyra 247. mory of All, the prophet's fon-in-law, by 

Ch. aw. 86 j. prohibiting the pilgrimages performed to hig 

tomb, and by demolishing the monument 

ere&ed to the memory of Hofein his fop, \j% 

the plain of JCerhela, 

Such was the end of Motawajcel, a prince 
remarkable? only for the oddnefs and ferocity 
of his temper. It is however aflerted* that 
lie came into the world with better difpo- 
£tions, bitf that by hi$ inordinate lQ?e of 

wine, he deftroyed ths good gifts he had r^ 

feived from nature. 

This prince left five children, najnely, 
Montafler and Motaz, who attuned the 
throne, and whqfe reigns were yery (kort 1 
JVlowa'iad, who was not Caliph > Motamed* 
who reigned, though he was excluded from 
the fucceflion to the throne ; and Muaffeek, 
who did not reign, but whofe children po£ 
fefled the crown. 

The arts and f?ie*ices kept their ground 
during the reign ©f Motawalseij not that 
he had the honour of protecting theni, but 
]ji$ left the learned in th? {itijation he &uad 
them, without di&oufaging or favouring 
#*em j infomuchj th# the provifion ro^de 

by his pr$deeeffOFs being fyffipient for th$ 

yrogrefs of ftudy, letters continued to be 

9ultivat?d in the ©mpire pf the Saracens* 

Yhe learned,, inched* h a 4 bo 3,oceft to th# 

th?<a*ne; but the:pri$ee w&o &t on it was 

nQtikf$rfec&%i<?fy, 

There 
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There. was* however, a man famous for Motawake*- 
lus estenftve knowledge, who bad a great Hegyra 247. 
ihare in the Caliph's friendship i but he was ch ' **" 86x - 
q£ a profeffion, which made him neceflgry Ba ^ t l{ ^ a " a a 
to a debauched prince, whofe .health ftood ^with ™e 
often \n need of being mended. This learn- Caliph. 
ed maft was a phyfician called Bakti&ua, 
wbofo fether named Gabriel Baktiihna, had 
e^ercifed the fame profeflion wider fome of 
the preceding Caliphs. 
. ^otawa^kel admitted this phyfician. to the 
greateft familiarities ^ he loved to converfe 

with hi» on account of his wit and hu- ' 

mour ; and though fome of his jefts were 
very bitfpg, the CaMph did not take offence 
at them. For example, it is related, that % 
Baktiftiua going one day to pay his duty to 
the Caiiphj the prince, who had a great 
deal tp fay to him, made the phyfician fit 
<down by him, and began a converfation,. 
The Caliph' obferving that the fringe round 
the fore part of the doctors. garment was a 
little unfewed at the top, during the dif- 
courfe he employed himfelf in unripping the 
reft down to his middle. When he had 
made an end of fpeaking upon the fubjeft in 
hand, he merrily afked, " How it might* 
he known, when a man was arrived to fuch 
a degree pf madnefs that he ought to be tied 
down?" The doftor laughing, immediately 
replied, " When he tears his phyfician's 
garment* down to the very girdle." The 
Caliph, far from being difpleafed at this li- 

P 4 berty, 
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Motawakel berty, laughed heartily at the repartee, and 
Hegyra z±y. difmifled the dodtor with a prefent of a very 
Ck ** Mu fine veft and a fum of money. 

So noble and generous a proceeding, 
would have been a plain proof of the good- 
nefs and humanity of a prince, who lays 
himfelf under an obligation of patting by 
many things in his inferiors, when he is fo 
imprudent as to give them too great liberties; 
but as to Motawakel, the great familiarities 
he allowed to his intimate friends, and par- 
ticularly to his phyfician, was rather an ef- 
fect of the oddnefs of his humour, than the 
goodhefs of his difpofitioil. 
Thephyfician I (hall mention no other proof in fupport 
U difgwed. f this oblervation, . than his behaviour on 
another occafion ; when Baktifhua, in making 
a proper return for the honour done him by 
his fovereign, fell on a fudden into the ut- 
moft difgrace. 

Motawakel having one day fent word to 
his phyfician, that he, together with fomc 
of his nobles, would come and dine with 
him, Baktifhua caufed a dinner to be pre- 
pared fuitable to fuch guefts, which was 
ferved up with great order and magnificence* 
He caufed his apartments to be adorned ■ 
with his richeft furniture, which fhone with 
gold and filver; and the plate, which was 
placed on the table, was remarkable both for 
its beauty and workmanfhip. 

The Caliph feemed highly pleafed with 
his reception \ but fo foon as he was returned 

. J home, 
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home, he fcnt officers who feized all the Montasse*. 
dodtors efFe&s. In a few days the whole Hegyra 2*7+ 
was expofed to fale, and Motawakel ap- ' ** m 8 I# 
propriated to himfelf all the money they 
produced * The unhappy phyfician, who 
thought himfelf fo great a favourite with 
his mafter, was thus in a moment ftripped 
of his v whole fortune, and the grief he felt 
at fo fatal an event, foon brought him to 
the grave; ' 

He was the third phyfician of that name 
who had ferved the Abaffian Caliphs. He 
was a Chriftian, and whilft he was in fa- 
vour, had done great fervices to thofe of his 
own communion. He had been very ufe- 
fiil, as were alfo his predeceffors, to fuch of 
die Caliphs as were lovers of the fciences j 
for to their labours the Saracens were in- 4 
debted for many Greek and Latin authors, 
which they tranflated into Arabick. 

MONTASSER-BILLAH. 

. The THIRTIETH CALIPH. 

THE next day after the aflaffination The Turks 
of Motawakel, the Turkifh officers {JjEdS? 
affembled themfelves, and proclaimed M on- in* the Ca* 
taffer his- fon to be Caliph. His reign, and ^^ 
his life, were both very fhort. So execrable 
a parricide did not deferve to enjoy a length 
of days. 

Before 
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Montasser, Before I enter upon the particular tran- 
Hcgyra 247. fa&ious of this reign, I think it wfill be pror- 
* r " 8 ,# per to. take fome notice of the manner in 
which this prince, was raifed to the throne. 
The natives of the country did not beftow 
the crown. Foreigners arrogated tathem- 
felves the right of appointing a fovereign to* 
rule the muffulman empire : he was pro- 
claimed by the Turkifli hand \ and the fame 
thing happened at the elevation of Mota- 
wakel. ... 

This encroachment on the rights and pri- 
vileges of the nation* was a confequence of 
the too great power which the Caliphs had 
given to that pody. Motaflem was the firft 
that employed th$ Turks \Q his fervice $ and 
had taken lo great i liking to thcpi> that he 
quitted his refidence a; Jfygdat, wher^ they 
were become infupportahle through their 
ihfolence, and founded ths city qf Sa$n&- 
rath, there to live undifturbed with his fa- 
vourite foldiers. 

Thpfp" Turks gained ftiU more power un- 
der the fucceeding Caliphs, but chiefly 
during the reign of Mat a wake], who en- 
trufted them with the guard of his perfon, 
without refle&iflg, that by fuch 3 qqndwft 
he would caft a flur on the whole Arabian 

nation. . 

' The gr^t $redit they gained by being 
pofierfed gf fp honourable a pofo by degree? 
impaired the authority of the Caliphs, and 
caufed all the misfortunes which b^fel the 

Abaffians* 
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Abaffiapg. The Turks rendered the dignity Mowtasss*! 
of a Caliph contemptible, and the illuftrious ^gyraa^. 
houfe of Abbas was facrificed to their in- • a e r »< 61 ' 
tereft, and became the fport.of their caprices. 
We (hall foon fee them deposing fovereigns 
gt their will, and transferring the crown 
to fuch princes as they thought would bo 
moil dependent upop them. The power* 
the fortune, the liberty, even the life of the 
Caliph, was in th§ir hands j in a wprd, they 
affumed the fame power in the mutifulmaa 
empire, as the mayors of the palace had 
gained in Prangs during the ftrft ages of the 
French monarchy, 

Hence came the decay of the temporal 
authority pf the . Abakan Caliphs. Thofe 
princes indeed, after a while, ihook off the 
yoke, and became the uncontroyled matters 
pf their dominions $ but the Turks, encou- 
raged by the remembrance of their former 
fuccefs, foon made frefli attempts, by means 
whereof they infenfibly deftroyed the power 
of the Abaffians, with whkh they invefted 
thofe of their own, nation, after having re- 
duced the Caliphate tp a bare pontifical dig- 
nity, that is to fay, almoft to nothing. 

On the morrow after the proclaiming of Meafures they 
Montaffer, the Turks held a general affem- ^ J ( u p- 
bly, and debated on the prefent fituation pf thority.^ *"" 
affairs, as if the management of the ftate had 
belonged to them* One of their chiefs rifing 
i*p made a fp?e<;h to the following eflfe& : 

it' We have deprived MQtewakei/' faid he, 

« Qf 
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MoftTAssEK " of his throne, and of his life, and we have 
Hcgyr«24 7 . proclaimed his fon; the people think him 
*** u guilty, and look on him as an accomplice in 
his father's death. That prince will inevitably 
become odious to his fubjedts \ we (hall alfo 
be detefted by them, for we have given a 
proof to the nation of our ftrength, our credit, 
and the authority we are now poffefled of; 
and this being known, have we not reafon 
to fear? The more formidable we are become, 
the more are we hated. Can it be faid that 
the prince whom we have placed on the 
throne, will not ftrive to clear himfelf from 
the fufpicion raifed againft him, of having 
dipped his' hands in his father's Wood ? Re- 
-morfe may fpur him on to revenge the mur- 
der, that he may appear innocent in the eyes 
of the people : but fuppofing that motive not 
to be fufficiently prevalent with him; can 
we be aflured that Montaffer, through jea- 
loufy of our power, or fear of the lofs of his 
life, or his throne, will not endeavour, not 
only to deprefs, but even to deftroy us? Be 
affured the Arabians are capable of adyifing 
him how to take fuch a ftep. Our deftru&ion 
will be refolved on ; the whole nation will 
rife up in arms againft us ; and how can we 
avoid ruin in fuch a juncture ? Befides, though 
Montaffer either will not, or dare not, follow 
the council which the Arabians will probably 
give him, have we nothing to fear from his 
two brothers, who are appointed fucceffively 
to reign after him ? Thofe princes were not 

accomplices 
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accomplices with Montaffer, nor had they Montasse*. 
any hand in the death of Motawakel ; and can Hegyra 247. 
you doubt, if they fhould afcend the throne, CL * T -* 6 *- 
whether they would ftrive to avenge the 
murder of their father ? If thofe princes fhould 
not do fo, will they not have caufe to fear 
us, and will they not endeavour to break 
our corps? For my part," added the officer, 
" I think, that if we make the Caliphs trem- 
ble, we have at leaft as much to fear from 
them." 

This fpeech made a great impreffion upon 
the whole aflembly ; but as it tended only to 
ihew the fears they ought to entertain, and 
the difficulties they might reafonably expedt 
to meet with, Bagher arofe, and begged that 
officer to give them his opinion, how they 
might beft prevent the inconveniencies they 
apprehended from . the Caliph and his bro- 
thers. 

" Thereisbutone method to be taken," re- 
ply'd the officer : " we muft compel Montafier 
to exclude his two brothers from the throne $ 
we {hall othcrwife be expofed to a continual 
apprehension ; but if the Caliph confents, 
we (hall be always matters of the empire." 

In confequence of thefe deliberations the They oblige 
chief officers of the Turkiffi band went to J^JS^ 
the Caliph, and moved him to declare null to renounce 
and void the order of Motawakel, by virtue the CaUptoe- 
of which Montaffer's brothers were to fucceed 
to the throne; and they gilded this bitter pill 
with a promife of acknowledging his fon to be 

his 
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Montasser. his fuceeflbr, and of taufing the oath of alle* 

Hegyra 447. giance to be taken to him. 

The Caliph was greatly amazed at this 
propofal. He then found he was no better 
than a Have to the Turks, and that they would 
foon fet no bounds to thfeir demands ; how* 
ever, he dared not let them know what he 
thought b£ their proceeding*; but ti the 
matter they propofed to him was of gfeat 

importance, he defired a day's time to con- 

fider of it. 

Montafier having maturely t efle&ed on the 
affair* fent for his two brothers j he told 
them (with looks full' of concern) that hb 
was forced to let them know they mufl give 
over all thoughts, and even fiirrehdef all right, 
of fucceeding to his dominions. He begged 
them to be aflured that he was by no means 
the author of fo great a piece of ihjuftice, and 
that it was not the lead fatisfadtion to him to 
find the crown deftined for hfe fon, who was 
but a child, and who Would not be of an 
age fit to reign at the time he was perfoaded 
he fhould die ; but that the Turks, whofe 
ftrength, power, and arrogance, they were 
no ftrangers to, had forced him to under- 
take fo difagreeable an office. He affured 
them, that in cafe of a fefufal on their part, 
neither he nor they could be fure of their Kves * 
he therefore advifed them to confult together, 
and acquaint him with their refolution. 

The two princes, full as much amazed as 
their brother had been at this tnfolent propofal 

of 
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of the Turks, w6re for feme time deprived Montasse** 
6f the power of returning any anfwer; but Hegyra 247. 
having a little recovered their furprize, they ch " xr * * 6 * - ' 
conferred together on this ftrange demand. 
Having well considered all things, and finding 
the power of the Turks was predominant, they 
refolved to yield to the prefent exigency ; and 
hi order to fave their lives, they figned an un- 
conditional abdication of their right and title 
to the Caliphate on the demife of Montafler. 
Thisceffion feemed to fatisfy the Turks, who 
afterwards remained very quiet. 

The bloody Montafler* who was then fen- Hegyra 24A, 
fible, that in giving fo great countenance to Ch - xr - **%* 
the Turkifh band, he had forged his own Montafler is 
chains, was Ml more fenfiWy affedted by the terrified at the 
cruel remorfe he felt on account of the crime ^^^ 
he had committed in fhedding his father's 
blood. Though he had coolly confidered the 
parricide before it was committed, yet, when 
the deed was done, the crying fin flared him ; 
foil in the face. He ufed his utmoft endea- 
vours to impofe on the people, touching his 
unnatural dealings : he commanded his mini- 
sters to write letters unto all the provinces of 
the empire, fignifying, that the Caliph his 
lather was affaflinated by the procurement 
of Fatah, his vizir ; and that Fatah had been 
jpunifhed on the fpot, having been himfelf 
flain during the hurry and confufion of that 
bafe enterprize. 

• But thefe falfe pretences gained not the 
leaft credit. The report of this parricide was 

already 
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Momtassek. already fpreadfar and near ; no perfon doubted 

CbfS* %t%. ^ at Montafler was the author of it, and her 

was never mentioned but with the utmoft 

execrations. His life became a burthen to 

him ; and being continually disturbed by the 

gloomy vapours which arofe from a refledion 

on his pad crime, he was a ftranger to fleep, 

or if he ever clofed his eyes to reft, he was 

haunted with frightful dreams : the bloody. 

image of his father was prefent to his ima- 

. gination, and feemed to reproach him in the 

bittereft manner. 

£1 Makin reports, that Montafler awaking 
one night fuddenly out of his deep, was heard 
to make great moan : one of his fervants* 
who was near, going to the Caliph to en- 
quire the caufe, the wretched prince told 
him, he had juft feen Motawakel, and that 
he had uttered words which made his hair 
{land an end* " Alas! thou haft murdered 
me," faid he, " thou haft robbed me, thou 
haft deprived me of my Caliphate; but by 
the living God, thou {halt not long enjoy 
them, for thou wilt foon be plunged into hell- 
lire." 

This was the dream, at which the Caliph 
was fo terrified. They endeavoured to chear 
him by reminding him that a fenfible man 
would pay no regard to fuch fancies; they 
advifed him to go abroad, to take exercife 
and amufe himfelf with diversions to difpej 
thofe melancholy thoughts which were gene- 
rated by too fedentary a way of life. 

Montafler 
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Montafler followed their advice ; but the Montasse*. 
caufe of his terrors was too deeply rooted in Hegyra 248. 
his imagination to be ever totally eradicated $ C1 *. *r* 86*. 
and, which added to the misfortune, it fre- . 
quently happened, that in the attempt he made 
to amufe himfelf, and drive away his cares, he 
chanced to meet with obje&s which added 
to his remorfe,^and fct his guilt before his eyes 
in its blackeft colours. 

To this purpofe, Najariftan has related a 
very extraordinary fa£t. Montaffer having 
one day propofed to divert himfelf with look- 
ing over his wardrobe, they laid before him a 
fine piece of tapeftry which had formerly been 
taken from the palace of the kings of Perfia. 
It reprefented a man on horfeback, wearing 
a turban, furrounded by a large circle, on 
.which was fome writing in Perfian charac- 
ters. None of the perfbns prefent being able 
to read the legend, the Caliph fent for an 
interpreter, who had no fooner caft his eyes 
on the writing, than he feemed ftruck with 
furprize, and ftrove to decline giving the Ca- 
liph the interpretation of the words, by faying 
they only related to fome trifling matters in 
Perfia. But the prince ftill infilling to be in- 
formed, the interpreter again evaded an expla- 
nation, by pretending he could not clearly un- 
derftand the meaning of the characters. But 
Montaffer fhewing figns of anger, he was at 
Jaft forced to obey. The interpreter there- 
fore told him that the legend of the tapeftry 
Vol. III. Q_ imported 
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Mokta99e*. imported in exprefe terms, c< I am Siroes *, 
Hegyi»24.8. fae fon of Chofroes, who killed my father, 
and enjoyed the kingdom only fix months." 
At this the Caliph turned pale, departed in- 
ftantly, and (hut himfelf up in his chamber. 
The death of The prince therefore having vainly fought 
Momaifer. t0 ^fe his troubled breaft, fell into the deep- 
eft melancholy; which would not give way 
to any of the medicines applied for his relief. 
In this ftate he languiihed during fix months* 
and was then feized with a continual fever, 
which carried him off in the 248th year of 
the Hegyra, and the S62d of the Chriftian 
«ra. Some authors fay, that this prince 
•was poifoned by an officer of the Turkish 
droops j others relate, that having a defluxion 
in his ear, they put into it fotne linen dipped 
In fome kind of oil, that his head fweltad 
greatly, and he foon died. 
The Caliph's TM* Caliph, according to El Makin, wa& 
charafter. of a middle ftature, but exceffively corpus- 
lent ; he had a fair complexion, and very 
line eyes. As to his chara&er, the fame au- 
thor fays, he was a man of great refolutioa 
•and courage : he had alfo a great talent for 
poetry * and it is even aflferted, that fome ex- 
, ccllcnt verfes of his compofimg ftill remain. 

* Siroes was the eldeft ion of Chofroes die lid, king of 
Ferfia. That prince having given the crown to a vounger 
foil, Siroes being enraged, threw his father into prifon, and 
'put him to death fifteen days afterwards, with all his chil- 
dren. This fa£ happened in the fix hundred and twenty- 
"eighth year of the Chriftian aera. Siroes himfelf died in a 
fnorttime. 

1 if 
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If the inhuman Motawakel had not done Montane** 
all in his power to rain his temper, he might Hegym 348* 
havfc flione amongft the forcmdft of the c *' *** 8$ ** ' 
Abaffian princes } but the pernicious exam* 
pie of the^fethof deffroyed every feed of 
goodncfe in the foon, and drove him to the 
commiffion of that horrid crime j the re* 
membrance whereof put an end both to his 
peace of mind and to his days. 

Khondernir relates a pafiage, which (hews, 
that this prince was fufceptible of friendfhip 
and generoftty • One of his officers having 
performed to his fatisfa&ion a buiinefs on 
which he was fent to Egypt, the Caliph, on 
his return, afked him what he thought of 
that country ; and amongft other things, was 
importunate to know if he had not left his 
heart behind him* 

The officer confeffed, that he had feen a Mance of the 
woman who had charmed him j but that, for ™l h ' s ***** 
want of money, He was forced to give over 
all thoughts of ah object who had raifed a 
violent flame ift his bread, She was a young 
Have of admirable wit and accotnplifhments* 
who fang to a miracle, and was befidcs a 
faultlefs beauty. He affured the Caliph, that 
he would with pleafure have facrificed his 
whole fortune to become matter of fo inva* 
luable a treafure ; and that the reflections he 
made on the impofiibility of ever pofieffinff 
the darling of his foul, filled him with grief, 
which would never be ended but with Jii$ 
life. 

Q 2 The 
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Montambk. The Caliph was moved at the officer's 
Hegym 248. grief ; and having, by means of the further 
Ch.aer.862. enquiries he made touching the object of his 

pamon, gained all the information he thought 
neceflary, he difmiffed the officer, without 
'dropping the leaft hint of hfo defign. So 
foon as he was departed, MontafTer wrote to 
the governor of Egypt, and commanded him 
to make a ftrift fearch in all the cities under 
his government for the flave, (of whom he 
gave a defcription agreeable to the account 
he had received from the officer) and to fend 
her with the utmoft fpeed to Samarath. 

His orders were punctually executed > and 
the fair flave was foon brought to his court. 
The prince gave her in charge to one of his 
eunuchs, and commanded him to take care 
(he fhould be richly dreffed, and not to men- 
tion her arrival to any perfon whatfoever, till 
he fhould receiver further orders from him. 

After the flave had been fome time at 
court, MontafTer fent for the officer he in- 
tended to oblige ; and at the fame time 
caufed the flave to be concealed behind a 
fcreen. The officer being come, the Caliph 
talked with him a while on indifferent tilings, 
and then ordered one of his attendants to 
bring the flave who had the beft voice, that 
he might be entertained with a fong ; and 
having been told that there was one ready to 
obey his commands, he ordered that fhe 
fhould begin. 

The 
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The moment the officer heard the voice, he Montasser. 
feemed confufed and like one out of his wits. Hegyra248. 
The Caliph, who took a pleafure in feeing Ch# **- 86 ** 
his great perplexity, prefled him to declare 
the caufe of his emotion. " Commander of 
the faithful," anfwered the officer, m " from 
the found of that voice I fhould think, that 
either I was in Egypt, or that the finger I 
mentioned to you is here." 

Montafler having caufed the flave to ceafe 
her ftrain, afked the officer, if he ftill loved 
her ? The queftion perplexed him yet more, 
as he feared the Caliph had fallen in love with ! 

her, upon the account he had given him of 
her perfe&ions, and had caufed her to be 
brought from Egypt ; however, he did not 
think fit to difguife his fentiments, and faid 
to* the prince, " Yes, my lord, I ftill love 
her ; but as I can no longer entertain any • 
hopes of pofleffing her, I will endeavour by 
degrees to ftifle the flame fhe has raifed in my 
breaft." 

The Caliph then acquainted the officer 
with the means he had ufed to oblige him j 
and told him with great kindnefs, that he 
bought the ilave with no other view than to 
make a prefent of her to him. The prince 
having caufed the finger to come forth, pre- 
fented her to the officer, and difmifled them 
both with great marks of friendftiip. Such a 
fad: will appear the more extraordinary, as fen-* 
fibility and complacency do not feem com- 
patible with fo rough and favage a difpofitioa 
as that of Montafler. 

Q^j MOS- 
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O foon as the death of Montafler was 
made publick, the chiefs of the Turkish 
troops, who (iill continued to give law in the 
ftate, afiembled their body, and held a con- 
futation touching the perfon they Should 
place on the throne. 
Moftainis pxt>- They unanimoufly excluded 1 the two bf o-r 
daimed Ca- thers of MontafTer ; and then eic&ed for Cat 
p * liph, Moftain, the fan of Mohammed and 

grandfon to the Caliph Motaffem. Motaz, 
Mon tafler's brother, and fon of Motawakel $ 
endeavoured to revive his pretenfions to th« 
Caliphate ; but he was forced to fubmit, and 
the Turkish party remained victorious. 
Hfgyra 249. , So unconstitutional an election, carried by 
Ch. aer. 863. men who had no authority but what they 
arrogated to themfelves, put all things into 
combuilion at Samarath, and even at Bag-* 
dat. The MuiTulmen, enraged at the info- 
lence of the Turks, took up arms many 
times in order to deprefs their power ; the 
latter defended themfelves with great refo- . 
Jution. The whole country was full of con- 
fufion, and no means could be contrived to 
put an end to the difbrders. 

In the midft of thefe tumults, news was 
brought that the Alians were in motion, in 

order 
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order to fet the defcendants of Ali on the Mostaik. 
throne. Jahia ben Omar, a prince of that Hkgyra 250. 
race, having heard of Moftain's eletfion, ^ "• 86 ^ 
and of the difturbances which had enfued The Alian ? 
thereon, even in the very capital of his domi- of thck^c^ 
nions, rofe up in arms againft that prince» 
and was foon at the head of a ftrong party, 
who folemnly proclaimed him Caliph at Cu- 
fah, and. in the feveral provinces of Arabian 
Irak. 

Moftain being unable to raife troops to MoMn fends 
Hop the enterprises of Jahia, on account of ^ a ^^ n . 
the diffentioas and troubles which prevailed med,grandfoa 
in Samarath and at Bagdat, that Caliph had ™***- \ 
recourfe to Mohammed ebn Abdallah, grand- 
fon of the famous Thaher, who, having fet 
up 4s a fovereign, (as already obferved ) had 
iranfmitted his dominions to his pofterity. 
It does not appear that any of the Caliphs 
had attempted to deftroy that Dynafty* 
which arofe to the great detriment of the 
Caliph's intereft and authority. Moftain 
was fb far from attacking the defcendants 
of Thaher, that, on the contrary, he en- 
tered into an alliance with them ; and Mo- 
hammed, who was then the reigning monarch 
of that houfe, was appointed general of the 
Caliph's forces. 

He marched out with a ftrong army of Jahia is killed, 

Muffulmen ; and repairing to that province drf«S. party 
where the rebels were moft powerful, hq 
a&ed with fuch great prudence, that he foon 
prevailed on the people to fubmit to their 

Qjr duty- 
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Mostaik. duty. Jahia endeavoured to put a ftop to 
Hegyra 2$o. Mohammed's fuccefs ; he appeared at the 
Ch. xr. 864, jj^ Q f ^ tro0 p S t0 difp U tc the paffes with 

him : but his undertaking did not prove fuo 
cefsful. The Caliph's general, who was ex- 
perienced in the art of war, found means 
to bring on an action, which proved deci- 
five : Jahia's troops were totally routed, and 
he was killed on the fpot. His head was 
brought t6 Mohammed, who forthwith fent 
it to Moftain. The head was fixed up in a 
publick place at Samarath, and was after- 
wards put into a cheft at the arfenal. 
Anc&h^Aliaji Whilft they were employed in deftroying 

foTabarefan. one Alian, another arofe inTabareftan,much 
more capable of fupporting his pretenfions, 
than he who had appeared at Cufah. This 
prince was called Hafan ben Yezid, and had 
affumed as a firname Al-das-el- Allah, that 
is to fay, " He that invites men to fol- 
low truth and juftice." This new Cdiph 
was attended with the greateft fuccefs ; he 
maintained his dignity nineteen years, and 
even left it as an inheritance to his brother 
Mohammed Caffem, who alfo quietly en- 
joyed it many years. The great broils which 
had happened in the very heart of the muf- 
fulman dominions, were doubtlefs the caufe 
which prevented the Abaffians from putting 
an end to the enterprises of that rebellious 
defcendant t>f Ali. 

As to Moftain, it would have been very 
difficult for him to have taken the leaft ftep 

againft 
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againft that rebel. Divifion had arifen Mostain. 
amongft the Turks, and the fovereign wasHegyra25o. 
at a lofs which fide he fhould take in order Ckm * r - s6 + 
to preferve his dignity. 

The quarrel arofe on the following ac-Hegyra 2$ i. 
count. Waffif, the commander of the ch - aer - 86 5- 
Turkifli troops, and Bagher, one of their a quarrel 
chief officers, were competitors for fome Jj? ?^ ^ 
favour, which they both follicited at the a f e dition! * 
fame time. The Caliph having given the 
preference to Waffif, Bagher was enraged 
at the denial ; and having aflembled his 
friends, he propofed to them not only to 
kill his commanding officer, but alfo to de-« 
throne the Caliph, and put another in his 
ftead. 

This conference was not fo fecretly ma-* 
naged, but that Moftain was informed of it; 
The prince, aftonifhed at fo ftrange a refo- 
lution, exerted his authority, by caufing 
Bagher to be feized in the imperial palace. 
The Turks of his party ran to arms in order 
to releafe him , and fuch of them as fided 
with Waffif, armed themfelves at the fame 
time, to oppofe the defigns of the former. 

Moftain not knowihg how to aft in fuch 
a dilemma, held a council with Waffif, and 
another Turkifh officer called Buga. Thofe 
two captains, who ever fince the commence- 
ment of the difpute had been bitter enemies 
to Bagher, remonftrated to the Caliph that 
it was abfolutely neceflary to make away 
With him } fpr that if he fuffered Bagher to 

live, 
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Mostaik, live, he would run a rifque of lofing both 
Hegyn *!»• his crown and his life. Moftain followed 
Ch. «r. s 5. ^-j. a( j v j ce . anc | A proved to be the foprcs 

of frefh tumults. Such of the Turks. &§ 
adhered to Bagher, were feized with fury 
when they knew their chief had been put 
to death. The firft ftep they took to revenge 
the murder, was to plunder part of the city 
of Samarath: they then came in a tumul- 
tuous manner to the palace, and told the 
Caliph, that if he^did not forthwith deliver 
up Waflif and Buga into their hands, they 
would lay the whole edifice in afhes by the 
next aborning- 

Thefe two officers, who had given the 
Caliph fuch advice, on a fuppofition that 
when the oppofite party were deprived of 
their leader, they would content themfelves 
with complaining loudly, without taking 
any further feditious fteps, were greatly 
amazed to fee them plunder the city ; but 
they were ftill more aftoniihed to find, that 
by his death they were become the chief 
objects of the fury of that militia. 

In fo critical a juncture* Waflif and Bug? 
could think of no better expedient to extri- 
cate themfelves from the danger, than fpee*. 
dily to fly from Samarath : but this ftep 
might have proved very hazardous ; for if 
they had left the Caliph in the hands of 
thofe defperadocs, they would probably 
have compelled that prince to profcribe 
them ; or if he refufbd to comply, they 

might 
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might have depofed him, and fet up aMosTAiN. 
Caliph in his ftead, who was abfolutely de- Hegyraiji. 
voted to them. To prevent thefe inconve- ch ' * r# 8 ° s ' 
niencies, therefore* as much as day in their 
power, they refolved that, the Caliph fhould 
accompany them in their flight; and the 
night after the infurre&ion, Moftain, Waflif, 
^nd Buga, fecretly departed from Samarath, 
and went to the city of Bagdat* 

The mutineers returning to the imperial 
palace the next morning, to demand that 
the chiefs might be delivered up to them, 
were greatly furprifed to find they had with-* 
drawn themfelves, together with Moftain. 
They now began to repent of the infult they 
had committed upon the prince, as well as of 
the outrages they had done in the city : they 
feared the Arabians would no longer fuffer 
the power to remain in the hands of the 
Turks, and that they would take meafures, 
in concert with the Caliph, to (hake off a 
yoke which itiuft be infupportable to them* 

They were in hopes of bringing matters 
back into the former channel, by laying down 
their arms, and fending deputies to Bagdat, 
to teftify to the Caliph their forrow for what 
had palled, and intreat him to return to his 
capital, proitiifing that, for the future, they 
would ferve him with zeal and refped:, and 
do all in their power to efface the remem- 
brance of their criminal defign. 

This raeafure having been refolved on in The Turks 
an aflembly of the Turks, they infan&y^V^ 

fent are rejedted. 
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Mostaiic. fent deputies to Bagdat, but to no purpofe; 
Hcgyrazsi. for they were denied audience; and Moftainf 
Cb. ar: 865. ^j not f muc h as k now that fuch a depu- 
tation had been fent, till it was too late to 
remedy the misfortunes which arofe from 
that denial. 

The governor of Bagdat was the fole 
caufe of the violent fteps which were taken 
by the Turks on this occafion. It was the 
fame Mahomet, the grandfon of Thaher, 
to whom that government had been given, 
as a reward for the vi<5ory he obtained at 
Cufah over the rebel Jahia. On his return, 
the Caliph confirmed to him the fovereignty 
of Chorafan, which his grandfather had 
ufurped from the Abaffians ; and moreover, 
to induce him to fefide in his dominions, he 
beftowed on him the government of B&gdiat, 
where he ruled like an independent monarch. 
Mohammed, who was well pleafed to find 
the CaKph in his power* refolved to keep 
him in his hands : to this end he gave a bad; 
reception to the deputies ; and notwithstand- 
ing their earneft entreaties to gain an au- 
dience, the governor not only denied their 
requeft, but even difmifTed them very 
roughly. 
Hegyra*52. They were therefore obliged to return, to 
cii.aer.866. g amarat h f with no other anfwer than an 

account of the ill treatment they had re- 
ceived from the governor. So infolent a 
flight of their propofals, raifed the indigna- 
tion of the Turks, who refolved to depofe 

Moftain, 
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Moftain, and raife to the throne Motaz, Mostain. 
whom they had fo lately deprived of his Hegyra 252, 
right to the crown. ch - xu 866 ' 

Jt was therefore foon published in all parts The rebels de- 
of Samarath, that Moftain, for certain goodP^^' 
caufes, was depofed from the Caliphate ; Motaz in hi» 
and on the fame day the Turkifh band ftcad * 
placed Motaz on the throne* There were 
at this time two Caliphs 5 the one at Sama- 
rath, the other at Bagdat, both of them fup- 
ported by Turks of different factions ; but 
the former was by much the ftrongeft, and 
foon got the better of the latter. 

So foon as Motaz was proclaimed Caliph, 
the Turks, whofe creature he was, obliged 
him fpeedily to raife a body of troops, that 
he might march to Bagdat, and befiege Mof- 
tain and his adherents. That prince, whofe 
intereft it was to take all poffible meafures 
to fecure to himfelf a crown he had been al- 
ready fo near lofing, gave immediate orders 
to affemble an army : the Turks, who were 
perfonally interefted in the undertaking, for- 
warded the preparations to the utmoft of 
their power ; and in a fhort time a nume- 
rous body of forces was made ready, which 
he caufed to march to Bagdat, under the 
command of Muaffek his brother. 

Though the Caliph of Bagdat was in- 
formed of the preparations that were making 
againft him 5 yet, to the aftonifhment of all 
men, he remained inactive, without providing 
for his defence. The governor himfelf, who 

was 
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MosTAiir. was a warlike man, feemed full as eafy ta 
Hegyrai52* the Caliph : in the mean time, the army of 
Ch. wr. %66. Motaz continually approached $ and at laft 
intelligence was brought, that they would 
fhortly fet down before Bagdat. 
Mofain m The Turks who had accompanied Mo£» 

bybfpSy. tain t0 Aat <%> together with Waffif and 
Buga their chiefs, openly murmured at the 
indolence of that prince, who wafc about to 
expofe them to fall a facrifice to the troops 
of Motaz; but finding their complaints were 
difregarded by the governor, and even by 
the Caliph, they refolved to treat with the 
enemy : they therefore fent meflengers to the 
general, and offered to acknowledge Motaz; 
as fole and lawful Caliph, if he would ceafe 
all hoftilities againft them. 

The governor of Bagdat, who probably 
deferred fubmitting to Motaz until fome per- 
fon had led the way, followed the example 
of the Turks. He wrote to Muaffek, that 
if the Caliph of Samarath would promife to 
continue him in the government of Bagdat; 
and at the fame time engage to make no at- 
tempt oil Moftain's life, he would readily 
take the oath of allegiance to him, and 
would alfo endeavour to prevail on Moftain 
to refign the Caliphate. The governor com- 
prehended Waffif and Buga in die treaty, 
and represented, that as thofe two officers 
had the greateft influence over Moftain, and 
had engaged to induce him to make his ab- 
dication, 
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dication, aflurances ought to be given them Mostain. 
as to the fafety of their perfons. Hegym 252. 

Thefe terms having been offered to Mu- Ch * *** 866# 
aflfek, he forthwith fent a courier to Sama- He ablate* 
Tath, to communicate them to Motaz : that** 160 ^ 11 **- 
prince accepted them, and confequcntly 
withdrew his forces. Moftain was therefore 
obliged to rcfign the Caliphate toMotaz* and 
to lead a private life. They appointed for 
his refidence the magnificent palace of Bag- 
dat, and affigned him a revenue fuitable to 
his birth and condition ; however, as Motaz 
always miftrufted that prince, he at firft or- 
dered him to be ftri&ly guarded : in a fhort 
time, having entertained fome fufpicions of 
him, (but whether with or without founda- 
tion, authors do not fay) he caufed him to 
be brought to Samarath, and gave him in 
charge to Satd his vizir. That minifter be- 
ing fenfible, that the Caliph's deiign was to 
put it out of Moftain's power to difturb him, His deat ^ 
found means to make away with him. 

The account given by £1 Makin of this 
Caliph's death, is* fomewhat different. He ( 

fays, that the prince having refigned his dig- 
nity, Motaz was proclaimed at Bagdat 5 that 
Moftain was afterwards carried to a caftle* 
•where Motaz caufed his head to be cut off. 
The perfon who was appointed to perform 
die execution, being returned to Samarath 
with the head, went to die palace to pre*. 
fent it to the Caliph . Motaz was then play* 
ing at chefs, and they interrupted ham to 
c - let 
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Motaz. let him know Moftain's head was brought. 
Hcgyra 252. The Caliph cooly anfwered, " Let them 
Ch. xr. 866. wa j t t jjj j k ave finished m y game." Having 

made an end of it, he arofe, and went and 
viewed the head, and feemed well pjeafed 
at the fight; he afterwards ordered it tot>e 
buried. 

Moftain reigned only three years and fome 
months. He was about one-and-thirty 
years old. We are not told, whether he 
left any children or not. 



M O T A Z-B I L L A H. 

. The THIRTY-SECOND CALIPH. 

Motaz con- ]k ^ O T A Z haying been proclaimed Ca- 
S£^lVl B liph at Bagdat, and at Samarath, 
fovcrdgnty forthwith (hewed his gratitude for the fer- 
of Chorafan. y j ce Mohammed had done him, in not tak- 
ing up a*ms to defend Moftain, (who had 
fled for ihelter to his government) and in 
compelling that prince to abdicate the Ca- 
liphate. He confirmed to him the abfolute 
fovereignty of Chorafan, and the pofleffion 
of the government of Bagdat. 

The new Caliph finding himfelf in peace- 
able pofleffion of the mufliilman throne, 
made ferious reflections on what had pafled 
in the empire during many years. The 
death of his father, his exclufion from the 
Caliphate, the ele&ion of Moftain in his 

fteadj 



the ARABIANS, 241 

fttad, and finally the depofition of that Ca- Mot a*. 
liph, after which he had been reftored to Hugyra *$2. 
his rights , all which revolutions were brought c1l "*• 86& 
about by the intrigues of the Turks, tho- 
roughly convirtced him, that if fpeedy mea- 
fures were not taken, the Caliphs would be 
always fubjed to the will and ambition of 
that infolent foldiery, who, though foreign- 
ers, had prefumed to intermeddle in the go* 
vernment of the ftate. 

To remedy this inconvenience, lVIotaz His vmt di£ 
formed a defign, abfolutely to free himlelf g^Jjfk 
from this militia. He prqpofed in the firft %* hefcad 
place to deftroy the chief officers; ^"^S^^h 
which he was in hopes he fhould meet withi^jj^,^, 
no difficulty in breaking that corps. He had 
a long conference on this fubjedfc with Ahmed 
ben Ifmael, whom he appointed vizir at his 
acceflion to the throne. That minifter abfo* 
lutely diffuaded him from executing the de* 
fign : he {hewed him that the attempt might 
be attended with very fatal coafequences; 
and that he himfelf might perhaps fall a 
facrifice to the fury of thofe defperate mem, 
ere he would be able to diminish thek 
power* 

The Caliph therefore gave over the enter- 
prise, and fuddenly fell into the contrary ex-* 
treme > for he contracted a friendship witk 
Waffif, and the other commanders of that 
body. He gave them considerable pofts, and 
afligned them large revenues, which only 

Voir.HL R f«rved 
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Mot a*. ferved to incrcafc their authority, and render 
Hegyra*52. them more formidable, 

Ch. «r. 866. He was foon made fenfibk of ^ fauk 

ISSS^ he had ' committed. As he was naturally 
be put to apt to go from one extreme to another, h$ 
death. fufpeded his brother Mouiad, becaufe he 

was a favourite with the people, and might 
eafily have put himfelf at the head of a 
party : on this fufpicion he determined to 
caufe him to be apprehended. The Turks* 
who loved that young prince, ftiewed their 
difpleaiure on that account, and even threat- 
ened to break open the prifon where he was 
confined. The Caliph prevented them by 
putting him to death ; and that the murder 
might not be laid to his charge, he fent fome 
perfons to the prifon, who enclofed the prince 
in a large fkin of ermine, well furred** 
till they ftifled him. When he was dead, 
the Caliph caufed him to be expofed to pub- 
lick view, that all the world might imagine 
he died a natural death. 
Hegyra 253. This expedient anfwered the Caliph's pur- 
Ch. aer. 867. pofe 5 and the Turks, not fufpedhng that 
prince wa6 guilty of the death of his bro»- 
ther, fuffered this event to pafs quietly over : 

* Mouiad dying in prifon, it was reported in Bagdat, that 
Motaz commanded thofe that guarded Mouiad, to lay Him 
naked and bound in the fnow, that he might die with the 
cold; and that the Caliph being informed of the report, caufed 
the body to be wrapped up in the (km of an ermine, and ex- 
pofed to publick view, to perfuade the world that he died a 
natural death; D'Herbelot, p. 645. 

1 - . . . but 
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but in the beginning of the following year, Motm. 
they fhewed their difcontent on account ofHegyn^jj. 
their pay, which was retarded a few days. chf * r - 86 ^- 
This delay caufed an infurreftion, which had The Turk* 
like to have put the whole city of Samarath mtttin ^ 
in a combuftion : their officers ftrove in vain 
to appeafe them ; they would not hear them 
fpeak. Waflif their commander, who wa9 
then at court, went to them immediately, by 
the Caliph's order, reckoning that his pre-* 
fence would put a flop to the mutiny : but 
they laughed at his remonftrances ; and the 
commander attempting to put his authority 
in execution, they fell on him and flew him. 
In the heighth of their fury they threatened 
to plunder the city ; it became therefore ab- 
folutely neceflary, to find the moft fpeedy 
means of fatisfying them ; and, by the help 
of a large fum of money, an end was put 
to the revolt. 

This mutinous behaviour, and thefe me- Hegyra ±$+ 
naces of the Turks, fo plainly manifefted Ch - «• * 6 & 
their contempt of the Caliph's authority, Buga retires, 
that he was highly difpleafed with that fol- ^g£ 
diery ; and in particular with their officers, reftioa- 
for not introducing amongft them a ftrift 
difcipline, which they flood fo much in need 
of : however, he ftrove to conceal his dif- 
pleafure. But one of the chief officers of 
that corps foon perceived, that his prefence 
was no longer fo agreeable to the Caliph, as 
it had formerly been ; he therefore refolved 
to abfent himfelf from court, and retire, fore-* 

R 2 feeing 
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Motaz. feeing that the Turks would revolt on dc- 
Hcgyra254- count of his abfence, and that he might 
CL ». 868. ^^y ^ c f urn ifhed with an opportunity of 

punifhing the Caliph for his coldnefs. 

Things fell out as he forefaw. Buga, (for 
fo the officer was called) who was firnamed 
the Senior, to diftinguifh him from his younger 
brother, who had a command in the fame 
body; Buga, I fay, fuddenly departed from 
Samarath, and retired to the city of MofTul, 
where he waited for the efFedts which he 
doubted not would be produced by his flight; 
and he foon received advice of the great dif- 
orders his foldiers had committed. 

So foon as ,the Turks were informed of 
his retreat, they ran to arms, and advanced 
even to the imperial palace, where they in- 
dolently plundered great part of what they 
found in the apartments, and then retired to 
their quarters. Buga was no fooner inform-* 
ed of this tranfa&ion, than he returned to 
Samarath with fome new companies of 
' Turks ; he caufed a report to be fpread, 
that he was come to punifh the factious, 
whofe infurredlion he found was to be laid 
to his charge. 
Buga is de- The Caliph, who had received private in- 
kute(l and telligence, that Buga's real defign was to 
make an attempt upon his perfon, appointed 
an officer of diftindion named Walid-al- 
Magrebi, who was a perfon of great credit 
amongft the Muffulmen, to provide for his 
defenjee. That officer brought over a great 

number 
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number of perfbns to the Caliph's intereft, Motaz. 
and atlaft alTembled a body of troops fuffi- 'He gyra 2c 4. 
cient to face the Turks. He marched,up to 
Buga, and attacked him with fa much vi- 
gour and fuccefs, that the rebels were de- 
feated, and their commander was taken 
prifoner. Walid forthwith fent the news 
of this victory to the Caliph, who or- 
dered Buga's head to be cutoff and brought 
to him. This order was executed without 
delay, and the fedkion was for a while ap- 
peafed. 

The death of Buga caufed the Turks fe- Hegyra255. 
rioufly to refleft on the treatment they would ch ' XT ' 869 * 
certainly meet with from the Calipfr, in cafe ™ c Turks . 

- r J rr j !_• • i_ r 1 chufe Salcd to 

they lultered him to improve the advantage ^ their chief. 
he had lately gained ; but on the other hand 
they were at a lofs to determine what mea- 
fures they fhould take in order to keep him 
in awe, and prevent him from ufing them 
with feverity. They were indeed all ftout 
men, and able and willing to fight on occa- 
fion; but that was not enough: it was ne- 
ceflary to forefee events at a great diftance, 
to avoid them> or at lead to be capable of 
artfully turning them to their own advan- 
tage. Thefe things were not to be expe&ed 
from rude foldiers •, it was therefore necef- 
fary to appoint a chief, able to form opera- 
tions, and prefide over the execution of them* 
which the multitude was in no wife able to 
do. They were then thoroughly fenfible of 
the lofs they had fuilained by the death of 

R 3 Waflif* 
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Mot a*. Waflif, of Bagher, and of Buga j and they 
Hcgyra 255. ftrove in fome fort to repair it, by appoint- 
* r ' 86s> ' ing for their chief commander Saled, the 
fon of the fame Waffif; and they chofe for 
his colleague in the command Mohammed, 
the fon of the fame Buga, whofe head the 
Caliph had commanded to be fttuck off, 
after he had been defeated by Walid. 

This ele&ion was no fooner over, than 
they raifed new difturbances in the ftate ; 
their complaints always turned upon the 
withholding their pay : and it is amazing, 
that after the firft inconvenience they felt 
from them, proper meafures were not taken 
to break thofe mutineers, in cafe they had 
thought fit to get rid of them, or to furnifh 
money for their punctual payment, if they 
refolved to keep them on foot. 

But the Caliph and his minifters were un- 
happily in a kind of lethargy, which pre- 
vented them from ufing the due means of 
preferring the peace and tranquillity of the 
ftate : this negligence was the caufe of the 
Caliph's deftru&ion. The Turk* having, 
with their accuftomed infolence, demanded 
their money, they were refufed* and told 
there was none for them. This anfwer, fo 
unlikely to prove fatisfaftory to a fet of mu- 
tineers, threw the Turks into a rage, and 
induced them to commit the greater ex- 
ceffes. 
They commit They went in a body to attack the vizir 

?w?e S V . i0 ~ * n & s koufe j they ill-treated him, and took 

away 
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away all they could lay their hands on. Motaz. 
From thence they marched to the imperial Hegyw 255. 
palace, and, having feized all the avenues, ch ' **' 86 ^ 
appointed fome of their officers to go to the 
Caliph's apartment, and force him either to 
give them their pay or refign the crown. 

Thefe officers performed their orders with They kill the 
as much brutality as their principals could Cali P h - 
defire. Having met with a denial from the 

Erince, they forcibly pulled him down from 
is throne ; and dragging him about by the 
feet, they beat hiiji moil unmercifully, and 
finally obliged him to refign the Caliphate. 

The wretched Caliph died in a fhort time : 
but hiftorians do not agree in the accounts 
they give of his death. Some fay that the 
Turks fhut him up in a ftove, and he 
having afked for fomething to drink, they 
gave him iced water mixed with poifon. 
Others relate, that they banifhed him to 
Bagdat, where they gave him meat, but de- 
nied him afty drink, and that at laft he died 
of thirft* 

El Majun tells us, that they kept him 
three days without either food or liquor ; and 
afterwards fhut him up in a cellar, where he 
was found dead the next morning. 

This prince died about the middle of the 
fourth year of his reign, aged only twenty 
years. He was a very voluptuous man, fays 
El ]Vf akin, and heeded nothing but his plea- 
fares, for the fake of which he totally neg- 
iedted all bufinefs of the ftate. 

R 4 Abul 
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Mot a«. Abul Faragius relates fomething very ex- 

rh 85 ™^' traordinary, touching the mother of this 

^' prince, whofc name was Cahibah. This 

Prodigious wo man was poffeffed of immenfe treafures, 

cSliuS? which & c te P e concealed atSamarath, where 
thcr. fhe refidcd, and where fhe was, more than 

once, a witnefi to the outrages committed 
by the Turks on her fon, for want of thtir 
pay ; and on the laft occurrence, in which 
the Caliph loft his life, it was in her power 
to have quelled the infurre&ion, only by fa- 
crificing a fmall portion of her riches : but 
this avaricious and unnatural mother chofe 
rather to fee her fon perifh, than to part with 
the leaft trifle to fave him. 

The Caliph who fucceeded Motaz, forced 
this princefs to confefs where her treafure 
was hid; and they found, according to 
Abul Faragius, feveral millions of gold, a 
bufhel-full of emeralds, as many of the 
fineft and largeft fort of pearls, and half a 
bufhel of red hyacinths : and though pof- 
feffed of fuch an heap of riches, the cruel 
parent fuffered her fon to be deprived of the 
crown, for want of money to preferve it, 
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MOTHA DI-B I L L A H. moth**,. 

Hegynt 255. 

The THIRTY-THIRD CALIPH. clu "*' 869 ' 

M;OTHADI was the fon of Wathek- 
. Billah, who pofleffed the muflulman 
throne immediately after Motaffem. He 
was, like his predeceflbr, raifed to die Cali- 
phate by the Turks * and like him, he fell 
a facrifice to their brutality. 

This prince was formed to reign in better 
times. Born with thofe qualities which 
adorn a throne, and do honour to humanity, 
he would have revived amongft the Mufliil- 
men the golden days of Omar and of Ma* 
men y but having attempted to correct the 
infolent behaviour of feditious men, they 
revolted againft him, and put him to a cruel 
death, after he had reigned about eleven 
months. 

The divifions which had fo long prevailed Methods Mo- 
in his dominions, having brought on a gene- Jjj^ t ^f * 
ral confufion, the Caliph, with great {pirit, rors which 
undertook in perfon to* remedy fo great ^^°S^ 
misfortune. This prince therefore gave no- ment. 
tice that, for the future, his people fhould 
not apply for redrefs to his minifters, but to 
himfelf. He was refolved to enquire into 
their differences and difputcs, and to ftrive 
to accommodate them : he alfo brought the 
expences of his houfhold within due bounds ; 

and 
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Mothadi. and far from following the example fet by 
Hcgyra 25 j. the generality of his predeceffprs, who werg 
Ch. aer. 809. always in want of money to pay their troops, 
whilft they fpent immenfe fums in feafts, 
and in ufeleis pomp aqd ceremonies, he 
made fuch prudent regulations in the ma- 
nagement pf his revenue, that he founH, 
from the beginning, it was fufficient to an- 
fwer sttl his wants, without the taxes which 
had been ufually laid on the fubjeds .: he 
therefore fupprefled the gre^teft part of 
them, and thereby gained the hearts of all 
his people. 

Befides thefe regulations, which were Co 
advantageous to his fubjedts, he corre&ed 
many errors which had crept in amongft the 
Muffulraen, He prohibited all games of 
hazard, the ufe of wine, and dances. He 
drove out of his dominions the ftage-play* 
ers, buffoons, and fuch fort of perfbns : he 
put away the elephants, wild beafts, and 
even the dogs for nunting ; in a word, all 
that had before occafioned great expences in 
the palace of the Calipha. 

The things which were prohibited by this 
new order, were for the moft part forbidden 
by the muflulman law, namely the Koran ; 
but religion was long fince become no more 
than an empty name amongft them. Mo* 
thadi, who was a very a&ealous . man, and 
pra&ifed all . the duties of his religion with 
the utmoft exa&nefs, revived the venera- 
,tk>n which every good Mahometan ought to 

1 bear 
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bear to the book of the prophet. He com* Mothabi. 
monly carried it about with him 5 and when Hegyra ^5. 
he fat in his tribunal, (as was his cuftom) Ch ' m% ^ 
to adminifter juftice to his fubjedts, he al- 
ways had the Koran in his hand, and judged 
the feveral caufes according to the decifions 
contained in that book. 

This prince, whowasfojuft, fo rational, Hegyra 256. 
and fo companionate to the wretched, muft ch# aer - 8 7o- 
have been filled with indignation, when hfe S^?*? 
heard that the extreme avarice of his prede- ^ tr eafure 
ceflbr's mother had proved the caufe of that foe had amaf- 
Caliph's death. He was ftruck with horror e ' 
at the account of the immenfe riches which 
that greedy woman had concealed. He 
caufed her to appear before him ; and com- 
pelled her to confefs where fhe had buried 
them. She was very unwilling to difclofe a 
iecret which fo nearly touched her, but fhe 
was forced to obey : and having pbinted out 
the place, the treafure already mentioned in 
the clofe of the reign of the unfortunate Mo- 
taz, was accordingly found in a ftrong vault 
under-ground. The prince thought he could 
not inflift on her a more fevere punifhment, 
than to deprive her of her darling riches, 
which fhe was fo unable to apply to proper 
ufes. 

This valuable confiscation was a fund al- 
moft inexhauftible in the hands of a prince 
who was always frugal, except in relieving 
the unfortunate, whofe number he had al- 
ready diminifhed, by taking off the greateft 
• part 



1 
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Mothadi. part of the taxes. The methods he took to 
Hegyra*56. retrench all that favoured of luxury, had 

Ch. *r. 8 7 o. alfo proceed him largc f ums f money . fo 

that he had fufficient to anfwer all the pur- 
pofes of the ftate, without being obliged to 
opprefs his fubje&s. As to his perfonal ex- 
pences, they were very inconfiderable :in 
refpedfc to which hiftorians tell us> that the 
Caliph, after Omar's example, took but a 
very fmall fum out of the treafury for his 
own maintenance. 
H * p ^ ofes Having thus regulated his court and his 
ftrla difd- ftate, Mothadi propofed to introduce a ftridt 
plincamongft difcipline amongft the TurkUh troops ; but 
J^Jj* ^ it was . too late for the making fuch an at- 
tempt, as that corps was become very power- 
ful : he refolved, however, to reftrain their 
infolence, and keep them within due bounds ; 
but this only drew on him their refentment, 
and indeed, all his endeavours proved un- 
fuccefsful and moft unfortunate. 
They revolt. Bankial, one of the principal Turkifh offi- 
cers, having committed a capital crime, the 
Caliph caufed him to be apprehended, and 
refolved to punifh him , to fet an example to 
the reft of that body : but fo foon as the 
Turks heard of the imprifonment of that 
officer, they rofe up in arms, and came in a 
tumultuous manner to the imperial palace, 
loudly demanding that the prifoixer fhould 
be fet at liberty. 

The Caliph, unmoved at their clamours, 
boldly refufed to fatisfy the mutineers y and 

as 
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as they began to attack his guard, in order to Mothadi. 
force their way into the palace, Mothadi, to Hegyra 256. 
deprive them of all hopes of releafing Ban- Ch * **' 8?0 " 
kial, caufed his head to be cut off and thrown 
down amongft the Turks, who ftill obfti- 
nately continued their attack. 

The fight of the bloody head was fo far 
from intimidating them, that it added to their 
fury, which was ftill augmented, when Ta- 
gabri, the fon of Bankial, put himfelf at the 
head of the rebels, to revenge himfelf on the 
Caliph : they redoubled their attacks j and 
as fome troops arrived to reinforce the pa- 
lace-guard, a fet battle enfued before they 
could force their way : however, at laft they 
gained entrance, and afcended to the Caliph's 
apartment, ftill fighting with fuch as de- 
fended the ftair-cafe. 

The intrepid Mothadi, preserving his dig- 
nity in the midftof this tumult, appeared m 
perfon with the Koran hanging on his breaft, 
andhisfword in his hand: in this manner 
he advanced up to the Turks, with fuch 
men as were about him, and a frefh a&ion 
happened, in which the Turks gained the 
advantage : they flew or wounded all that 
attempted to defend the Caliph ; and at laft 
eafily feized that prince, who was fcarce able 
to make any refiftance, on account of two 
very confiderable wounds he had received. 

Thefe defperadoes treated the Caliph in a 
moil unworthy manner. They required 
Mm, iij terms full of infolence, to refign the 

Caliphate. 
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Mothadi. Caliphate, They even cruelly beat him, to 

ck 85 ™ I 56 ' ^ orcc k* m to ^ urren d e r that dignity; but Mo-* 
• »• 7°- thadi, conftant in the midft of fo great ad- 
verfity, abfolutely refufed to comply : they 
therefore continued their outrages on his per-* 
fon, till the arrival of one of Bankial's rela* 
tions, who put an end to the uproar, by 

The Caliph is {fobbing the Caliph with a dagger, of which 

killed. , ,. F • r * °° 

he died on the fpot. 
ffischaraacr. Such was the end of one of the moft vir- 
tuous Caliphs that ever fat on the muffulman 
throne. Hiftorians concur in acknowledg- 
ing his eminent qualities. He had a noble 
foul, and an elevated understanding. The 
great fweetnefs of his difpofition, and his na- 
tural love of juftice and equity, added a dig- 
nity and luftre to his a&ions, and even to his 
perfon, and recalled to the minds of his peo 
pie the halcyon days of former reigns. 

According to El M akin, this prince was 
low of ftature, land of a handfome counte- 
nance. His complexion was brown, the 
fore part of his head bald, and his beard long 
and thick. 
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Heeyra 256. 

The THIRTY-FOURTH CALIPH. ChfJer.s^ 



AFTER the death of Mothadi, the 
Turks placed on the throne Motamed 
ebn Motawakel. This election was the laft 
a& of power which they executed in the fa- 
racenick empire; for the authority they 
ufurped there, was entirely deftroyed under 
the reign of this Caliph. It was however 
only for a time $ for in the fequel they re- 
gained their influence, and their chiefs, for 
the moft part, formed Dynafties, which were 
afterwards eftablifhed in Chorafan, Khua- 
refm, Egypt, and even in the Indies. 

Motamed was the fon of Motawakel, and 
brother to Montafler and Motaz, his prede- 
ceflbrs in the Caliphate. The father of this 
prince did not intend he fhould poflefs the 
throne ; on the contrary, he had formally 
excluded him from it : but fortune deter- 
mined otherwife, and he was crowned by 
the fame fa&ion which dethroned his coufin 
Mothadi. 

The affairs of the empire put on a new Motame<rs 
face under the reign of this Caliph -, not that char * aer - 
he was poflefled of any talents to qualify him 
for governing. " He was a debauchee/' fays 
El Makin, " that loved gaming and diver- 
sions, for which he negledxd the govern-, 

ment 
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Motamed. mentof the ftate." But he was fo fortunate, 
Hcgyra 256. as to place his whole authority in the hands 
Ch.ser. 870. Q £ ft p f j rtcp e q Ua Hy a bi e anc j pfudent, and int 

all refpedts well qualified to rule a nation, 
either in war or in peace. 

It was his own brother named Muaffek > 
like him alfo excluded by his father from the 
fucceffion to the Caliphate* And though he 
did not attain that dignity, yet he was in- 
veiled with fuch abfolute power in his bro w 
ther's life-time, that it might well be faid 
it was he that reigned. 
End put to We are not told, what mcafures he took 
Ac authority (0 j ower t jj C infolence of the Turkifh band, 

oftheTurkilh , , , , ~ f . t 

hand. and by degrees to deftroy their authority. 

Hiftorians only fay, that he undertook fa 
difficult a tafk, and in time performed it : and, 
in order to prevent that unruly corps from 
railing any future difturbances in the capital, 
he formed means to employ them in a foreign 
war, which he refolved to carry on againft 
the Zinghians, who about two years before 
Expedition had made an inroad into fome provinces of 
EnkS the muflulman ftate, of which they kept 

poffeffion by force of arms. 
Hegyra257. This people came from Zanguebar, a 
Ch.ar. 871. province on the eaft coafts of Africa. They 

were followers of an impoftor who had 
affumed the name of Mahomet, and pre- 
tended to be defcended from that prophef. 
As he was matter of all the talents neceflary 
for fedu&ion, he fbon gained a great number 
of adherents, whom he caufed to take up 

2 arm* 
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ferras by virtue of his own authority ; and he Motamed. 
then aflumed the title of prince of the Zing- gfgyi* *S7* 
hians. F . S a-*-**- 

This impoftor taking advantage of the in* 
teftine divifions which prevailed in the muf- 
fulman empire, about the 255th year of the 
Hegyra, got footing in the country of Cufah, 
*nd Baforah; and extending his conquefts, 
Jbe got poffeffion of almoft all Arabian Irack . 
And he fo eftablifhed his power in his newly 
acquired dominions, that he tranfmitted them 
to his pofterity. 

At the time Motamed afcended the throne, 
the Zinghians, not contented with their for- 
mer conquefts, ftrove to encreafe the bounds 
of their territories. And in a fhort time in- 
telligence arrived, that they had actually en- 
tered the frontiers of Perfia, and committed 
terrible ravages there. 

MuaiFek having taken the neceflary mea- Sf 87 ™ 2 * 8 ' 
fures to preferve the peace of the capital, re- ' "* 1%% 
iblved to march out againft that people, and 
fubdue. them. To this end he raifed a nu- 
merous army, in which he incorporated the 
whole Turkifh militia, in order to fend them 
frojp Samarath, where they had long been 
the authors of fuch great troubles. 

This expedition was not fuccefsful : fpight 
of Muaffek's confummate {kill in the art of 
war, he could gain no advantage over thofe 
Africans : twice he fought them in a pitched 
battle, and was as many times defeated ; in- 
fomuch that he jftood in need of all his ex- 

Vol. Ill S perience 
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Motaueo. perienoe to prevent his troops from being tot 

Hcgyra 258. tally routed. He jvas therefore at laft obliged 

Ol acr. 872, to comc to an accommodation with them; 

after which he returned to Samarath, and 

■ diligently applied himfelf to the management 

- <tf the (Ute. 

^y" ^59-; About defame time a revolution happened, 
"" 73 * which put an end to the Dynafty of the Ta«- 

Dynafh^fthc^ ier * an9 ' ^ e had maintained theiqfelves ia 
Taheriaas. \ Chorafaii many years. Mahomet ebn Tahec 

- was then the reigning prince of that Dynqftp. 
For fome time he kept up the glory of his 

< anceftors, but having afterwards given way 
toexceffes, he totally negiefted his ^fluirs. 
Rife of the He had. to his great misfortune, neighbours 
^^^^^•who were active and vigilant* and who were 
aHb extremely deiirous of fignaliaing them*» 
felves by feats of arm6, and 6£ fubduing fitch 
countries as they might be able to form into 
* (bvereignty. His* moft dangerous neigh- 
bour was Jaeoub ebn ^eitz, who was after* 
wards founder of the Dynaity of the So* 
fifkrites.* This prince, who had but juA 

* The Dyaafty of the S&fcmes* took its name from the 

a trade which was exercj&d by Leitz, chief of that femily, A$ 

* tc had been a tinker, after he followed the trade of war, fee 

was defirous to prefepve a vemembrance of his former 

; conditio^; Jic therefore tool? the firname of Sof&r, which 

- Signifies a workman ip brafs, or a tinker. From, whence his 

defendants were called Sofrarhes. They formed a Dynafty, 

after the extinction of tkoTaherians, and iignaKzed tllemfelves 

inAfia, whe*e they conquered the provinces of Chorafan, Ta- 

bareftan> and Sejeflan. They fixed the (eat of their empire in 

Ac cities of Mepou and Nimabour, and were at laft 4cAo9yed 

by tfe* §ama$idej, a* will be made appear in the fequel. 

: entered 
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Entered upon his grand proje&, had gained Motambd. 
poffeffion of the province of Sejeftan . Having Hegyn 259. 
refleded how eafily Chorafan might be con- 01 * "*"• 87 ** 
que red, as it was governed by a prince fo in* 
capable of making a defence, he rcfolved 
to undertake that enterprizc. 

He therefore marched at the head of his 
troops, and entered Chorafan. Mahomet, 
who was then at Niihabour, his capital, was 
greatly furprifed at the news : but, inftead of 
putting himfelf into a proper pofture of de- 
fence, he only fent Jacoub, one of his chief 
officers, to enquire by what authority he pre* 
fumed to enter his dominions with an armed 
force? and whether he did fo by virtue 
of a comrtiiflion under the Caliph's hand i 

and fcal ? 

jacoub drew his cymetar, and {hewing it j 

to the officer, returned this anfwer : " Go 
tell your mailer this is my cammiflion ;" and 
without further delay be marched on to Ni~ 
fhabour, which he took atmoft as foon as he 
fat down before it. Mahomet abandoned his 
capital on the approach of the enemy's army ; 
but Jacoub fent a body of forces after hira, 
by whom he was fo warmly p&rfued, that he 
was taken : his whole family were alfo feized, 
and their effedts confifcated ; and the vidtor 
pufhing on his conquefts, entered Tabareftan, 
of which he gained pofleffion. 

Though the deftruftion of the Taherian Hegyra %6o. 
Dynafty was of no great advantage to the c ^ **• *74* 
Caliph^ .as another had arifen in its ifea^, 

S 2 y<* 
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Mot a med, yet the news of Mahomet's defeat gave great 
Hegyra 260. pleafure to the court of Samarath. As to 
Ch. ar. 874. j acou b^ they propofed to deal with him as 

time and circumftances would permit. 
The Caliph They did not therefore take the leaft ftep 
quits Sama- to difturb that prince in his new conqueft ; 

rath, and re- t- • n* j i_ . r n 

turns to Bag- and nothing palled that year or greater mo- 
** L ment, than the change of the Caliph's place 

of refidence, and the removal of his court. 
He quitted the city of Samarath, where the 
Abaffians had constantly refided from the 
time of Motaflem who founded it, and went 
to dwell at Bagdat, which became once more 
the capital of the muffulman empire. 
Hegyra*6i. The Caliph had not long been arrived at 
Ch. xr. 875. hi s new abode, when he took meafures to 
He regulates regulate the fucceflion to the throne. He 
ucceffiQn * appointed his fon Giaffer to be his fucceflbr, 
and dire&ed, that on his fon's death, his un- 
cle Muaffek Should poffefs the crown.: but 
this difpofition proved in effect uaL 
jacoub revolts Whilft the courtiers were yet employed in 
from the Ca- providing themfelves proper conveniences in 
p ' Bagdat, they, were gready alarmed by a 

prince, of whom they had not yet enter- 
tained the leaft fear. It was the fame Jacoub, 
the conqueror of Mohammed, who had taken 
up arms, and was approaching at the head 
of his troops* 
Hegyra 262. This prince purfued his conquefts, made 
Ch. » 876. himfdf matter of all Arabian Irak, and 
maintained hitofelf there in a ftate of inde- 
pendency y but he had not before prefumed 

openly 
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openly to throw off the Caliph's authority. Mot^med. 
Emboldened by fuccefs, he took off the Hegyra 262. 
mafque, and appeared in arms againft Mo- ch ' * T ' 8 ? 6, 
tamed. The. conqueror did not lofe time 
in plundering the frontiers ; he boldly march- 
ed ftrait to Bagdat, refolved to attack the fo- 
vereign in his capital. 

The news of his march threw that city 
into the utmoft confufion. The inhabitants, 
who were almoft defencelefs, thought they 
already faw the enemy in pofleffion of their 
effedts, and the whole city in a flame ; but 
the brave Muaffek foon delivered them from 
their fears. By his great care and adtivity, 
a confiderable army was raifed, and in a very 
(hort time in a condition to march : he put 
himfelf at the head of the troops, and went 
forth to'face Jacoub, 

Thefe two princes, with their armies, be- Muaffek de- 
ing in fight of each other, fought a battle, £ ea *? him in a 
and each of them did all that prudence and 
experience could fuggeft to gain the viftory : 
at laft, after many onfets given, and fuftained 
with the greateft intrepidity, Jacoub's troops 
were broke : the general vainly ftrove to re- 
ftore the battle ; his troops were put to a 
total rout, and he was forced to take to 
flight. 

This advantage was followed by another, Hegym 263. 
which Muaffek deemed almoft equal to a Ch. aa-. 877. 
victory : it was the death of Mufa, the fon of 
Buga, one of the chief officers of the Turkifh 
corps. The lofs of this officer, added to the 

S 3 wife - 
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Motamid. wife and timely meafures which Muaffek had 
Heg>Ta263. taken to reftrain that body, fo diminished 
77 * their power, that they were foon forced en- 
tirely to fubmit to the Caliphs. 

By the defeat of fo powerful an enemy, 
and the fubmiffion of the feditious Turks, 
tranquillity was reftored to Bagdat, and great 
joy diffufed over the whole court ; however, it 
was a little abated by the intelligence which 
arrived from feverai places almoft at the 
fame time. 

A report was fpread that Jacoub ebn Leitz, 
in hopes of repairing the lofs he fuftained in 
his late defeat, had fet on foot another con- 
fiderable army, and was preparing to march 
dire&ly to Bagdat, in order to befiege that 
city ; however, all this great preparation 
came to nothing. Jacoub indeed began his 
march, but on the way he was feized with a 
violent cholick, which carried him off in a 
few days. He left his dominions to Arnrou 
ebn Leitz his brother, who was the fecond 
prince of the Dynafty of the Soffarites. 
Amrou found means to come to an accom- 
modation with Motamed, and upon fuch 
terms, that the Caliph not only pardoned the 
treafon which he and his brother had com- 
mitted by their ufurpations, butalfo granted 
and confirmed to Amrou the pofleffion of the 
country they had ufurped by letters patents 
under his hand and feal. 
Ahmet be- This prince might poffibly find it neceffary 

rriMof E^ypt. t0 8 ran * fach -advantageous conditions toAm- 

rou* 
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rote, that he might be the better enabled to Motamkd; 
face a powerful enemy who rofe up in Egypt, Hegyra 264. 
and who threatened to deprive theCaiiphof ch# ^ #87 ^ 
the fovereign ty of that v aft province j in which 
defign he actually fucceeded. This rebel 
was called Ahmet ben Tholon, and was foun- 
der of a Dynafty known in hiftdry by the 
name of the Tholonites. The Abaflkns had 
appointed him governor of Egypt. Having 
for many years governed that province, un- 
der the authority of the fovereigns who em- 
ployed him, he grew weary of dependency 
and tefolved to (hake off the yoke, fo foofl 
as he (hotiid be ftrodg enough to attempt ik 
At laft he openly declared himfelf, and fo 
well fecured the pofleffion of his newly-ac* 
(juired dominions, that he tranfmitted them 
to his pofterity. 

Whilft the rebels were ftrengthening them- The Greeks 
felves in Egypt, news was brought to the^^^- 
Caliph's court of the loft they had fuftained U^^au 
on the fide of Greece. Abdallah ebn Rafhid* 
governor for the Caliph of a province bor- 
dering on the Grecian dominions, made an 
irruption into the territories of the Greeks* 
flew the inhabitants of moft of the townsj 
and carried off their effefts. As he was re- 
tiring from a place called Badandurium, the 
inhabitants of Seleucia and fome neighbour- 
ing places, joined their forces 5 and having 
put themfelves under the command of mem 
Skilled in the art of war, they marched in 
c[ueflof the Muflulmen, with a refolution to 

S 4 charge 
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Motamed. charge them, in hopes of recovering the 
Hcgyra2fi4. booty. They furprifed them in a narrow 
' **' * 77 ' pafs, and fo forrounded them, that it was 
prefumed not one of them could efcape : 
nowevcr, five hundred of the moft refolute 
amongft the Muffulmen, cut their way 
through the Greeks fword in hand, and rode 
off full fpeed ; all the reft were (lain, except 
a few of the chief officers, who were taken 
prifbners, and fent to Conftantinople. 

As this misfortune was folely owing to 
the governor's mifconduft, he would have 
been feverely punifhed if he had been in the 
Caliph's power; but they found he was 
amongft the number of the prifbners : nothing 
therefore remained but to deplore the lofs 
of the unhappy Muflulmen, who perifhed 
on that occafion. 
Hcgyra 265. The revolt of Ahmet ben Tholon, was 
Ch.aer.87S. an ^jj. f muc h greater confequence. The 

Ahmet takes Caliph thought he inflidted a fevere punifh- 
many towns. mc nt on that rebel, in caufing curfes to be 
denounced againft him in the publick pray- 
ers. Ahmet, who only laughed at a bare 
ceremony, which in no wife diminished his 
authority, fhewed the court of Bagdat that 
he was provided of the means of making 
himfelf formidable : he took up arms, and 
attacked many confiderable places of the 
muflulman empire. His firft defigft was to 
have fallen upon Aleppo, to revenge himfelf 
©n Siman, governor of that city, who was 
his perfonal enemy $ but having been in- 
1 formed, 
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formed, that this officer was at Antioch, he Motamed. 
went to feek him there, and laid fiege to the Hegyra 265. 
place. The inhabitants made a gallant de- CL *** 8?g- 
fence, but they were forced to yield to fu- 
perior ftrength ; and the vindictive Ahmet, 
having made himfelf mafter of the town, 
caufed ftridt fearch to be made for Siman, 
and fo foon as he found the governor, he 
caufed him to be put to death. From thence 
he led his victorious troops to Aleppo, which 
he alfo took, after a long fiege ; and puftiing 
on his conquefts, he feizedDamafcus, Emeffa, 
Hamathan, Kennefrin, and, in fhort, all the 
places which he found on his way even to 
Taga. 

At the very time Ahmet was making Hegyra 266. 
thefe conquefts, and when he had reafon to m ** % 879 ' 
expedtthe Caliph would be greatly enraged The Caliph 
againft him, he, to his great furprize, re-3g££5^ his 
ceived a letter from that prince, wherein, againft Moaf- 
far from complaining of the injury done fck * 
him by this revolt, and feizing his territo- 
ries, he implored Ahmet's affiftance againft 
MuafFek. The Caliph repented he had 
given fo much power to his brother ; not 
that he abufed it, but becaufe all perfons 
made their applications to him. He had a 
more numerous and fplendid court than his 
fovereign. Motamed's jealoufy was excited 
on this account ; he was fo mean-fpirited 
as to throw himfelf into the arms of a man 
who was fpoiling him of his dominions, 
and to induce him to take up arms againft 

his 
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Mot a me d. his own brother, who had effectually ferved 
Hegyra *66. him on the moil trying occafions. It even 
Cb.**'*79- appears, according to El Makin, that the 
Caliph not only wrote to Ahmet on that 
fubjeft, but even held a perfonal conference 
with die rebel to engage him the more 
warmly to efpoufe his intereft. 

Ahmet returned fuch an anfwer as might 
have been expe&ed from the raoft loyal 
fubjed. He told the Caliph he was ex-* 
tremely well pleafed to meet with an oppor- 
tunity of ferving him ; and he promifed to 
fend him fpecdy affiftance : it appears how- 
ever, that he was in no great hafte to per* 
form his promife. He fhewed indeed iome 
little inclination to fatisfy Motamed ; but it 
was only by making ufe of the fame expe-* 
client, as had been fo ineffectually employed 
in his own cafe. 
Hegyra t6y. He wrote to the governors of fuch pro*- 
Ch. xi. 880* v j nccs as f u bmitted to his authority, to omit 
Ahmet holds the name of Muaffek in the publick prayers* 

^ a brds bl of° f f°* ^ ewas named next to the Caliph, as being 
Syria and to fucceed him in the throne. In a fhort 
%yp* on *» time Ahmed gave notice to the nobles of 
* ™- Egypt and Syria to be prefent at a general 
council, which he appointed to be forthwith 
held, to deliberate on the means of reftoring 
the Caliph's authority, by depriving Muaf- 
fek of the power he had enjoyed ever fince 
the commencement of his brothers reign. 

They all appeared at the time and place 
appointed; and Ahmet having more, fully 

explained 
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explained the matter, which was but flightly MoTAMfeor 
touched on in his circular letter, they agreed Hegyra 267. 
it was fight to aft againft Muaffek, and Clu * r ' 8to * 
they promifed their afliftancewhenfoever it 
fhould be required. 

However, this ftep was ftrongly oppofed by 
Obcar, Ahmet's chancellor, who reprefehted 
that they had no right to decide the fate of 
Muaffek, until the Caliph himfelf had piib- 
lickly annulled what he had fo folemnly done 
in behalf of that prince. " My lord," faidhe 
to Ahmet, iC you have laid before us the Ca- 
liph's letters, which contain an account of 
the choice he had made of his brother to be 
his colleague and fucceffor in the empire. 
Be pleafed now to fliew us any letters fron* 
that prince, by which he revokes the for- 



mer. 



Ahmet, in a rage, anfwered, " It is enough 
that I tell thee the Caliph is not now able to 
make fuch a revocation; Muaffek treats him 
like a prifoner. But I fee which party you 
favour, iand I (hall prevent your making afty 
further declaration ; and fhall this moment 
caufe you to be apprehended, and refume all 
the favours I have fo liberally beftowed on 
you/' This menace was executed on the 
fpot ; Ahmet difmifled his chancellor, put 
him in prifon, and entirely ftripped him of 
all his effefts. 

Though many of the council favoured 
the chancellors opinion, yet they were fo in- 
timidated at the treatment he had met with 

on 
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on account of his oppofition, that they con- 
curred with Ahmet $ and it was agreed, that 
MuafFek ihould be no longer acknowledged 
as colleague to Motamed in the Caliphate. 

It does not appear that thefe great prepa- 
rations came to any thing; at leaft, hiftorians 
do not fay that Ahmet performed the pro- 
mife he made to the Caliph. 

Nor do we find, on the other hand, that 
MuafFek paid any great regard to his bro- 
ther's menaces, or Teemed to be daunted at 
the afiiftance which Ahmet agreed to give 
him. He took no other revenge on the lat- 
ter, than by commanding curfes to be de- 
nounced againft him in the mofques at the 
time of publick prayers j however, he was 
refolved to take another kind of vengeance, 
fo foon as he Ihould have carried into exe- 
cution a defign he had been* long revolving 
in his mind. 

He refolved to march out againft the 
Zinghians, in order to recover the honour 
he had loft in being defeated by their troops. 
He therefore aftembled a numerous army, 
and putting himfelf at their head, (with Mo- 
thadi his fon) he marched out to meet the 
enemy. 

This expedition was more fuccefsful than 
the former. The Zinghians were defeated 
in the firft adtion, ; but, as the vi&or had 
fuftained by much the greateft lofs of men, 
they were foon in a condition of attempting 
to take their revenge. 

In 
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In the beginning of the next year a bat- Mptamed. 
tie was fought in which the Zinghians were H«gy» 269. , 
totally routed. A great number of their a »- aBr - 88z - 
troops were killed, and the remainder were 
either difperfed or taken prifoners j even the 
prince who commanded them was obliged 
to betake himfelf to a precipitate flight : 
MuafFek fo clofely purfued him, that he 
overtook him in the province of Ahwaz, 
where he had taken fhelter with fuch of his 
troops as had efcaped from the battle. He 
made an attempt to defend himfelf; but his 
refinance only ferved to occafion the deftnu> 
tion of the remainder of his forces : he wa$ 
at laft made prifoner, and his head was foon 
cut off and fent to Bagdat. After the death 
of this chieftain, the remains of the Zing- 
hians difperfed themfelves into different pro- 
vinces y and this party, which till that time 
had been fo formidable, was totally eradi- 
cated. 

So glorious an expedition had an amazing 
efFedt in the whole mahometan empire, .and 
particularly at Bagdat, where all men joined 
in giving MuafFek due praife. EventheCaliph 
could not avoid fhewing his gratitude for the 
great obligations he had to him ; he publickly 
made his acknowledgments on that account, 
by promifing him his friendfhip, and giving - 
him the tide of Naffer Ledinillah, that is 
to fay, Proteftor of the muflulman religion ; 
and he continued to govern under that title 
till his death. 

MuafFek 
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Motamed* Muaffek was defirous of putting the Ia/t 
Hcgyrmyo. hand to his renown, by turning his? arms 
Ch. *r. 863. a gai n ft Ahmet, governor of Ejgypt $ but he 
Death of had fcarce begun his march, when he re-# 
Ahmct# Ceived advice of his death. One would 
think that this event fhould not have pre- 
vented his departure ; for if he had marched 
into Egypt with his forces, he might eafily 
have put an end to the revolt, by preventing 
the fon of Ahmet from heading the rebels 4 
which event actually happened/ But Mu* 
affek feemed to have no more than a perfo* 
nal quarrel with Ahmet ; for fo foon as he 
heard of his death; he countermanded the 
orders he had ifTued for taking the field. 
Ahmet's cha- El Makin relates many paffages, which 
raacr " place the chattwfter of this vebei In a, very 
advantageous light : however he agrees, that 
he was cruel and bloocUthirfty y though at 
no other time but when he drew hit fvirord 
againft an enemy. On other occafions he 
was liberal, af?e<ftk>n&fe, full of compaifion, 
and very charitable to the foot. It is af* 
ferted, that he distributed each month three 
thoufand crowns, and gave one thoufand 
crowns more to fuch as officiated in the 
xnofques *. He did not confine }iie bounty 
to his province aktee ; he extended k even to 
,the capital of the Caliph's dominions, whi- 
ther he fent at one time two millions two 

. *Mmetcaufed«niarai&ff*tn^^ 
Old and New Cairo, which is called to thia day, the raoique 
of Ben Tolon. 

hundred 
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hundred them&nd gold crowns, part; of Mgtausd. 
which was for the poor and infirm, and die Hegyra 270* 
xefidue was beftowed in confiderable gifts to Ch# **' 88> 
the learned, and fueh as cultivated letters. 

But this was a trifle if compared to the ex<- 
peoco of his houfhold % for he had fevep 
thousand flaves, feven thoufand horfes, eight 
thoufand mules, as many camels, and thre? 
hundred charging horfes for battle $ befidep 
this, the daily exptnce of his table was three 
thoufand crowns $ and which is very fur- 
priling,notwithftanding thefe great expences, 
ton millions of gold were found in his cof- 
fers after his death* He w?s, indeed, po£- 
fefled of a prodigious revenue ; and it is af- 
ferted, that the government of Egypt alone, 
brought him in yearly three hundred mil- 
lions #f gold*)*. 

. Ahmet, who was pofitffcd of fo great a Rife of Ah- 
fortune, was by birth a Turk, and was in meL 
his youth a flaye at Mamon's court. He af- 
terwards enlifted in the Turkifli militia, 
which was in the fervice of the Caliphs, and 
having diftinguUhed himfelf for his bravery, 

* 

. f The abbot Renaudot, in thehiftory of bis patriarchy of 
Alexandria, aiTerts, that £1 Makin, and Herbelot, who fol- 
lowed him, were both mrftaken in making the revenue of 
Bgypt amount to fo large a. fwn. - He aiftues us, from ap- 
proved authors, that this province brought in about four 
millions three hundred thoufand deniers of sold, and not 
more; which was far from bring inconfiderable, more cfpt- 
cially as Egypt had been many times ravaged by the Ara- 
bians, and as the governors placed there before the days of Ah- 
met, had enriched themftlves by exhaufting it. Hiii Patriai. 
Alex. p. 334. 

h e 
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Motam£d. he foon attained a high command in that 
Hegyra zya. corps. At that time his worth was well 
*** 3 ' known at court $ and as he had a great foul, 
an elevated mind, and was a man of a moil 
polite and engaging behaviour, he was held 
: in the greateft efteem by the whole mufful- 
man empire ; and the governments of Egypt 
and Syria becoming vacant, the Caliph Mo- 
taz thought he could not do better than to 
confer them on fo deferving a fobjed. The 
revolutions he caufed in the fequel, plainly 
ihewed that a more prudent choice might 
have been made. He left thirty-three male 
. children, and was fucceeded by his cldeft 
ion called Hamarowiah. £1 Makin relates, 
that when Ahmet approached his end, he 
raifed his hands and eyes to heaven, and 
cried out, " Lord have mercy on him who 
hath known no bounds to his power ; and 
fhew him in thefe his laft moments that 
thou wilt have compaffion upon him." 

From the deceafe of this prince till the 
death of Muaffek, which happened ten years 
afterwards, nothing of moment pafled re* 
lating to the reign of Motamed -, and this 
may be attributed to the diftemper with which 
Muaffek was attacked at the very time he. 
was on the point of marching out againft 
Ahmet. He had already felt fome few 
flight fits of the gout, but the malady now 
became habitual, and left him but fhort in- 
tervals of eafe. Being deprived of his wont- 
ed activity, and unable to ftir abroad, all he 

could 
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^ould now do, was to make ufe of the.fe^v Motamed- 
taoments in which he wa§» free from his Hegyra 270. 
pains, in giving orders for the well govern- * — * '-' 
ing of the ftate ; for though the Caliph had 
fhewn the utmoft difc^ntent and jealoufy, oii 
account of his brother's having affumed the 
fole management of publick affairs, he had 
not made the lead ftep towards taking the 
reins of government into his own hands. 

This prince was fo wedded tjo his plea-» Parallel be- 
fures, that he had never taken the leaft pains £™f^2£ 
to inftru<5t himfelf in the ; duty of a fove-* afek. 
reign : however, he was a man of wit, and 
had a tafte for the belles litres, for th<? 
arts, and particularly for mufick,. of which 
he was paftionately fond) but he addi&ed 
himfelf to thefe kinds of ftudy,* like a pri- 
vate man who had *no . other employment ; 
or when he had gone too great a length ii} 
his debauches, and not like a monarch whp 
paid a due regard to his duty, and the bufi-j 
nefs of the ftate, who ought no further to 
gttempt the attaining fuch accomplishments, 
than as they may ferve to amufe and unbend 
his mind after his more important occupa- 
tions. 

• Muaffek was of a very different difpofi- 
tion. He at leaft equalled his brother in 
wit, and was endowed with a penetration of 
mind, fublimity of fentiment, and above all, 
an extraordinary adtivity in the adminiftrai 
tion of publick affairs, to which Motamed 
yiras an utter ftranger. This made him fuifer 

Vol. III. T with 
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Mot a med. with greater regret the pains of a diftemper 

Hcgyra 270. which forced ram to lead a fedentary life* 

m ' *3- B ut as fa ey C f ^e fovereign, or his re- 

prefentative, is on fome occafions more ef- 

fe&ual than orders, fo, at fuch times, his 

Erefence was indifpenfibly neceiTary ; and as 
e could not fit on horfeback, he contrived 
a kind of chair, or rather portable cham- 
ber, in which, placing himfelf in fuch a 
pofition as was moft conducive to his eafe, a 
flave continually rubbed his legs and feet 
with fhow, which he found to be the only 
tfteans of alleviating his pains. This chair 
was carried by a certain number of flaves, 
who were from time to time relieved by 
others, forty men attending for that pur- 
pofe. 

Abul Faragius, from whom this fa£t is 
taken, mentions at the fame time a pafTage, 
which not only fhews the great humanity 
of MuafFeck, but alfo gives us a high idea 
of his charafler. That prince was far from 
treating his flaves with fo much harfhnefs and 
cruelty, as was ufual to the orientals ; (and 
'which is far from uncommon, in refped: to 
fervants of another kirid, amongft nations 
who pretend to be more polite) he thought 
his fervants were men like himfelf, and that 
there was no difference between them but 
what arofe from the caprice of fortune : he 
Was fenfible of the trouble he gave them,- 
and fometimes faid to them, " I am fureyou 

rauft 
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hiuft be worn out with fatigue : I pity ydti ; MotAutn. 
hut I am fo excruciated, that I would ra~ Hegyra t?o. 
ther change conditions with you than remain Chi ** m M3 * 
as I am ; for, fpight of your fatigue, you 
enjoy perfect health." 
- The great pains wkh which this prince 
was tormented, did not prevent him from 
continually ufing his utmoft endeavours to 
promote the quiet, and advance the glory of 
the ftate, which he alone could have con- 
duced under fb indolent a monarch as the 
Caliph j and as he forefaw, that in cafe of 
his death the ftate would be fo negledted as 
to occafion great diforders, he early accuf- 
tomed his fon to bufinefs, that he might 
aflift him in his life-time, and on his death 
might be capable of taking in hand the helm 
of government. 

Muaffek having thus pafled feveral years, Hegyra 278. 
amidft the hurry of bufinefs and the torments Ch * **' 891# 
of the gout, at laft finifhed his courfc in the Death of Mu- 
278th year of the Hegyra, and the 891ft of 8 **" 
the Chriftian ®ra. The death of this prince 
was univerfally lamented- in the muffulman 
empire. His goodnefs, mildn6(s» his capacity 
and bravery, had gained him the hearts of 
all die people, Tne grandees of the ftate, 
who knew him intimately, from the fre- 
quent opportunities they had of being 
about his perfon, regretted his lofs the more ; 
and in order to give the higheft proof of 
regard to his memory, they intreated the 
Caliph to beftow on Mothaded his fon, . all 

T 2 the 
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Motambd. the honours and prerogatives which the fa- 
Hegyra 278. ther had fo glorioufly enjoyed during his life- 
Ck. ar. 891. time Tq ^ re q Ue ^ Motamed willingly 

confented -, but he had foon caufe to repent 

of his compliance* 
Mothaded his So foon as the unlimited power of Mu- 
fon obliges a fF e k was transferred to Mothaded his fon, 

declare L° ^ at prince refolved to take advantage of the 

hisfiicceflbr. Caliph's weaknefs, and to open to himfelf a 

way to the throne; but as he could not fucceed 

in his defign* without firft removing Giafter 

the fon of Motamed, whom the Caliph had 

fome years before appointed to be bis fuc- 

ceflbr, he held a conference on that fubjed: 

with the principal courtiers, who chufing 

rather to fee him poffeffed of the diadem, 

than the Caliph's fon, whom they difliked 

equally with the father, they refolved to go 

in a body to the Caliph, to compel him to 

annul the appointment of his fon, and to 

nominate Mothaded in his ftead. 

* 

This affair having been communicated to 
Motamed, he was greatly amazed at their 
prefumption, in making him an offer equally 
unkind and difadvantageous both to him and 
his fon ; he gave a jery cold reception to 
thofe that made the propofal : however, as 
he found, that this defign was not the work 
of an inconfidefable party, but that his 
whole court, and the principal men of the 
ftate, were attached to Mothaded, and de- 
sirous of the exclufion ofGiaffer, bethought 
itabfolutely neceffary to comply with their 
« . - . requeft, 
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requeft, as the only means of preventing Mot am*d. 
thofe difturbances which would inevitably 
haverefuited from his refufal. 

This extraordinary event happened in the Hegyra 279, 
beginning of the 279th year of the Hegyra. ' **' 8?2, 
There was a general meeting of the nobility 
and chief officers of the ftate, in which the 
Caliph deprived his own fon of the right he 
had to fucceed him in the throne, and trans- 
ferred it to Mothaded. 

The univerfal applaufe which was fhewn Motamed's 
©n the taking this ftep, encreafed the Ca- deatlu 
liph's grief j he was forthwith feized with a 
fit of melancholy, which foon brought him 
to the grave. He died of a quinfey, in the 
fiftieth year of his age, and the twenty- 
third year of his reign. His corps was car- 
ried from Bagdat to Samarath, where it was 
buried. 

' According to El Makin, this prince had a 
handfome countenance, but his complexion 
was fomewhat brown ; his head was large, 
and his face was pitted with the fmall-pox ; 
his fhape was faultlefs, and his beard long, 
which, as well as his hair, was beginning to 
grow grey. 

As to his chara&er, it may be well known His character, 
from what has been faid of him in the ac- 
count of his reign. This prince loved nought 
but pleafure, and willingly reiigned to others 
the management of the ftate. MuafFek 
took advantage of his indolence, and gained 
fo great power 4s to govern th? empire at his 

T 3 pleafure. 
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Motaiis*. pleafure. He was abfolutc matter of the 
H«gy*a 279. finances ; infomuch that he fometimes re- 
ck «r. 892. £ u ^ c j to gj vc ^ Caliph fuch fums as he de- 
manded, on pretence he made an improper 
ufe of money, when he had it in his power : 
in fliort, Motamed lavifhed his income away 
in trifling amufements, which were held in 
the higheft contempt by fuch a man as Mu- 
affek. 

El Makin mentions fome verfes which 
the Caliph made one day, when his brother 
had denied him fomething he afked for. 
The verfes purported as follows : "Is it not 
amazing> that a man like me fhould be re- 
fufed fuch a trifle ? My name furrounds the 
whole world, and my hands are empty." 

Amongft the learned men who dwelt at 
Bagdat, fince the time literature had been 
in requeft there, were two, who diftinguifh* 
ed themfelves in the reign of Motamed. 
The firft, who was called Alcendi, was th6 
fon of Ifaac, governor of Cufah in the 
reigns of Mahadi and Haroun. He was a 
perfect mafter of medicine, logick, aftro- 
nomy, philofophy, geometry, arithmetick, 
and muiick : they gave him the firname of 
The Philofopher, by way of excellence. 

The fecond wjts aChriftian, named Kofta 
ebn Luca : he travelled over Greece, and 
collected a great number of excellent works, 
which he translated into Arabick. An Ar-^ 
menian lord, called Senarib, engaged him 
In hi? fervice, and there he paffed the. reft. of 

. hi3 
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his days. They ere&ed a tomb of marble M**had*d. 
in memory of him, on which they caufed &*&** *79- 
the figure of a lyre to be engrayed : an ho- * aef% 92 * 
nour which was beftowed only on kings 
and legislators. 



MOTHADE D-B ILLAE 

The THIRTY-FIFTH CALIPH. ^ 

MOthaded ebn Muaffck was pro- 
claimed Caliph the next day after 
the death of his uncle Motamed ; and, on 
his acceffion to the crown, he {hewed he 
was worthy to wear it. Being brought up 
by a father, who, without ^fcending the 
throne, had absolutely governed the ftatej 
under him he learned the art of reign- 
ing, of which he gave fignal proofs during 
the whole courfe of his Caliphate. 

He was fure of the love of the people, 
from their gratitude for his father's fervices ; 
and he encfeafed it ftill more by the favours 
he beftowed on them during the whole 
courfe of his reign, and even from the very 
firft fteps he took towards the throne. As 
he was entrufted with the management of 
the government immediately after his father's 
death, he foon difcovered that the people 
were over-burthened by the taxes of the pre- 
ceding year, fo that only a fmall part thereof 
could be collected ; he therefore generoufly 

T 4 remitted 
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Moth am»* remitted the arrears, and prudently took 
Hcgyra|79- fuch meafures, that, for the future, the tax?g 
,xr. 92, ^ ou |j be proportionable to the abilities of 

his fubjefts. 

^f^^dL *^** s P" nce was defirous, *P the beginning 
Aiiam, of his reign, to ftrike a bold ftroke in favour 
of the Alians ; but he was difluaded from 
it by the reafons urged to the contrary t>y 
his chief minifter. However, he beftowed 
on. that family all the favours he poffibly 
could, without railing up enemies. 

It is faid that the inclination which Mo- 
thaded entertained for that houfe, was ow- 
ing to a dream he had at the time he led 
a private life during the reign of his uncle. 
He faw a man, who ftretching his hand over 
the Tigris, drained that river dry, and afteiv 
wards brought back the waters to their bed, 
J>y withdrawing his hand. The fame mau 
gJked him if he knew him, and Mothaded 
anfwered in the negative: " J am Ali," replied 
he, " thou feeft how great is my power ; when, 
therefore thou fhalt afcend the throne, take 
heed thou doft good to the children of my 
race." The prinqe gave his promife; and 
this was the foundation for hi5 fiding with 
the Alians, 
The Caliph is In confequence of this promife he alfo 
J ffuad n e c ^ r om refolved to caufe curfes to be publickly' de- 
c^s n agJnft nounced againft Moawiyah the firft Caliph 
Moawiyah. f the Ommiyans, to revenge the memory 
of Ali, againft whom that prince had alfp 
caufed m^ledi&ions to be pronounced at the 

Vime 
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time of publick prayers. Mothaded held a Mothaded. 
long conference on this fubje<ft with Obei- J^O** |79- 
daliah ebn Soliman his grand vizir, who * " ^ 2# 
gave him very wholfome advice on the matter: 
he remonftrated to him, that the family of 
the Ommiyans was greatly encreafed fince 
the time the fatal blow was given in order 
to deftroy it ; that by curfing Moawiyah he 
would anger all the relations of that prince, 
and in a word all that belonged to the houfe 
of Ommiyahs that it was a great happinefe 
thofe princes remained quiet, and therefore 
it would be imprudent to ftir up an old 
quarrel, which might induce them to con- 
sider their ftrength and power, and to en- 
deavour to make ufe of it, to the great diftur- 
bance and detriment of the ftate. He ftrongly 
infifted on the difference between the con- 
.du£t of the Alians and Ommiyans, and en- 
.treated the Caliph to confider that v the latter 
had raifed no great commotions with a view to 
reinftate themfelves 5 whereas the Alians had 
ever been turbulent and reftlefs, and fcarce 
a reign had palled but fome one of that family . 
had made attempts to regain the throne ; that 
he ought carefully to avoid giving them any 
advantage, as they were too much inclined 
. to make an ill ufe of it ; and in fhort, that he 
.might be aflured the Alians and Ommiyans 
pqually hated the Abaffians ; and that for the 
future no diftin<ftion ought to be made be- 
tween them. 

The 
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Mothade*. ThcCaliph was convinced by thefe reafons 

§KI 89?! of hi * vizir; Aat is to &y> hc did not P ut his 

defign againft the Ommiyans in execution ; 
however, he thought himfelf bound to fhew 
fooie favour to the Alians, in confequence 
of his promife made in the before-mentioned 
dream j for the orientals paid a great regard 
to dreams There were men amongft them 
whofe fole bufinefs it was to interpret their 
fleeping thoughts; and they did not want 
bufinefs, for the heat of the climate made 
them fubjedt to dreams and vifions. It will 
appear that the Caliph was more fubjeit to 
fuch delufions than any other perfon ; and, 
notwithftanding his eminent qualifications, it 
is highly probable he was a little enthufiaftick. 
Hcgyra 280. Some months after Mothaded's acceffiori, 

cl «. 8 93 . embafl y or8 arived at hi8 court from Ha : 

marowiah, fon of the famous Ahmet ebn 
gives a L Tholon, and his fucceffor in the govern- 
vourablcre- ments of Egypt and Syria. He followed 
SEdort ' his Other's example, fet up as fovereign ill 
fromtheSd- thofe governments, and even aflumed the 
tn of Egypt, title of Sultan; but as he had condefcended 
to demand an inveftiture of the Caliph, he 
was no longer confidered as a rebel, but as 
a fovereign, whom they were unwillingly 
forced to tolerate. That prince therefore 
boldly fent an embafly to Mothaded, and of- 
fered his daughter, called Ketrolnada, ih 
marriage to the Caliph's eldeft fon. 

The embaffadors met with a favourable re- 
ception from Mothaded, who having taken a 

liking 
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liking to Ketrolnada, from the dcfcription that Mothamb. 
was given him of her beauty, anfwered, that Hegyra *8o. 
he partly corifented to the Sultan's propofal ; clu **"' 89J " 
that he would receive the princefs with great 
pleafure at his court, butnot as a wife for his 
Jon, fince he ehofe rather to tyke her for 
himfelf. Hamarowiah, delighted with this 
anfwer, fent and returned the Caliph thanks ; 
and from that moment a perfect under- 
standing fubfifted between the two princes. 
Ketrolnada being then too young to be mar- 
ried, did not fet out for Bagdat till about 
two years after the contract was figned with 
the Caliph, 

In that interval Mothadcd was forced to He puts an 
take up arms to flop the incurfions of a large ^f ^1^* 
body of Arabians and Curdes, who having bians *nd 
joined their forces, entered Mefopotamia, Cv** 
and plundered all the country about MoffuL 
The news of this irruption having been 
brought to Bagdat, the Caliph departed at 
the head of his troops, and marched with 
the utmoft expedition towards Mofful, where 
he approached the rebels. By means of 
marches and counter-marches, theyfor fbme 
time avoided coming to blows with that 
prince, and made fome feints in order to 
prevent it ; but Mothaded obferved them fo 
parrowly, and followed them fo clofely, that 
3t laft he came up with them near the river 
Zaban, where they were driven to the ne- 
ceffity of conquering or dying. In this 
place a bloody action enfued, which termi- 
nated 
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Mothaded. nated greatly in the Caliph's favour* The 

Hegyra 281. rebels were either cut in pieces or drowned 

»* 894. j n t j ie r j verj an( j (jj C £ ew ^^ efcaped were 

difperfed on all fides. 
He febes After this expedition, Mothaded being 

Taws k. 811 difpkafed with a lord named Hamadam, - 
who feemed to be plotting fome treafon, and 
for the execution of which he had caufed 
to be built on his lands a ftrong citadel called 
Mardin, came in perfon to attack the place. 
On the Caliph's approach Hamadam quitted 
the citadel, and left his fon to defend it. 
The fiege was therefore begun, and many 
attacks made on the place, which was de- 
fended with great bravery. Thefe affaults 
* not fucceeding, and the Caliph being de- 

firous to fpare his troops, approached the 
fort in perfon, and demanded a parley with 
the fon of Hamadam : the affair was con- 
cluded at the firft conference. Mothaded 
having promifed that young officer fafety of 
life for himfelf and his garrifon, if he would 
fun*ender the place, the terms were accepted. 
The commandant marched out with his 
troops, and the Caliph forthwith iffued or- 
ders, that all the furniture and other effects, 
ammunition, warlike machines, and provi- 
fions, fhould be carried away ; and he then 
caufed the citadel to be razed. The de- 
finition of this fort put an end as well to 
the quarrel as to the Caliph's difpleafure ; 
for loon after his return to Bagdat, Hama- 
dam appeared at court, and afking pardofi 

for 
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for his fault, Mothaded gave him a gracious Mothaded. 
reception ; and that officer and his fon took Hegyra 282. 
the oath of allegiance to him. Ch * "' * 9S * 

In a few months after this event, the prin- Diverfions on 
cefs whom the Caliph was to marry, madc acc0! ! ntof ? c 

a / * marriage or 

her entrance into Bagdat with great pomp Mothaded 
and fplendour. On this occafion, Ham a- wi ^ Ketrol- 
rowiah difplayed his immenfe riches : his 
daughter was attended by a numerous train 
of the greateft lords in Syria and Egypt,; 
who carried prefents of ineftimable value, 
which were to be given to the Caliph in his 
name. 

Mothaded, on his part, received the prin- 
cefs with the utmoft magnificence. From 
the time of her arrival till the marriage, and 
even long afterwards, there were daily pub- 
lick diverfions and fumptuoiis entertain- 
ments, which rendered Bagdat a moft de- 
lightful abode, where all men were parta- 
kers of joy and pleafure ; for thefe enter- . 
tainments were not confined to the court 
alone -, the people had their diverfions, and 
there were exhibited, as well in the ftreets 
as on the Tygris, Ipedtacles of various kinds, 
which were concluded by entertainments 
given to the inhabitants in different parts of 
the city. 

But whilft they were in the midft of their Hamarowiah 
pleafures, news arrived which damped the IS a^natcd. 
joy of the whole court, on account of the 
grief it occafioned to the Caliph and his new 
bride ; Hamarowiah was no more. They 

were 
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Mothade*. were informed he was affaffinated at Da-» 

HcgyraiSi. mafcus in the night-time, by one of hid 

Ch.w.895. £^,^5*. Mothaded, who had entertained 

a cordial friendship f6r that prince, was* 

greatly moved at fo fatal an event j and his 

grief was augmented by the lamentations 

uttered by the affe&ionate Kctrolnada, when 

(he was informed of her father's death. 

His fon pro- In a Abort time they received from that 

t^be 5 h S felf P lacc news altnoft equity difagreeable. The 
claimed Sut- officers and chief men of Damafcus were 
tan - divided in opinion touching the perfon to 

fucceed Hamarowiah : fome of them named 
Geifch, the elded fon of that prince, who 
forthwith poffeffed himfelf of. the throne* 
firmly bent to maintain the poffeffion he had 
taken. Others of the nobility, who were 
in the intereft of Hamarowiah'$ brother, and 
would have him for their fovereign, went 
armed to the palace to attack the new Sul- 
tan, and force him to condefcend to their 
will 1 but that prince having caufed his un- 

* The debaucheries of this prince were the caufe of his 
deftru&ion. Having one day caufed a young man to be beaten 
to death, becaufe he would not comply with his infamous de- 
foes, his own fervants were fo (hocked at h» behaviour, that 
they refolved to affaffinate him in his fleep ; but, in order to 
execute their defign, they were forced to wait till he mould 
leave Egypt, for the thing would not have been pra&kahfe ia 
that country. This prince had about him a tame lionefs, 
who lay at his feet whilft he flept, and would not fuffer any 
perfon to approach her matter till he was awake. When ht 
travelled, the lionefs remained in Egypt $ and Hamarowiah 
going to pafs (bme time at Damafcus, his fervants made ufe 
of that opportunity, and one night cut off his head. RenaiH 
dot's Hifl. Patjiar, Alex. p. 334. 

i cle's 
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cle's head to be cut off, and thrown out of Mothaded. 
the window amidft the mutineers, who wereHegyra 282. 
then fighting with his guards, they were fo^*** 8 9S* 
ftruck at the fight that they inftantly re- 
tired ; however, they did not quit their re- 
folution of depofing the Sultan. . ' ~* 

- But they could not carry it into execution Hegyra 283. 
till the following year. They returned with Ch - »• *9& 
An armed force, attacked that prince, killed He is killed, 
him, together with his mother, plundered snd Haroun 
the palace, and afterwards retired to a place SJTp^ d ** 
of fafety. Haroun, the fecond fon of Ha* 
marowiah, was in a fhort time proclaimed 
fultan. Thefe revolutions happened in Sy- 
ria within the fpace of a few months, and 
all the tranfa&ions palled in the city of Da- 
mafcus, which Hamarowiah had chofen to 
be the capital of his dominions. 

So foon as the confufion occafioned by the Haroun re- 
perpetration of thefe horrid deeds (which ^S^g* 
had happened upon the back of one another) confideration 
was a little over, Mothaded refolved to take of atribute > 
fome meafures to fix the dependence of the 
Sultan of Egypt in relation to the Caliphs, 
by other means than a bare inveftiture ; in- 
fomuch that when Haroun wrote to him to 
demand it, that prince refufed to comply till 
he had agreed to pay the Caliph an annual 
duty of a million of gold, over and befidesi 
five hundred thoufand crowns. The Sultan 
being defirous of procuring Mothaded to be 
his friend and protestor, readily complied 
with what was required of him j and by 

thefe 
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Mothapep. thefc means he, in a few yearls, gained two 

Hegyra 283. other confiderable governments, . which the 

9 . Caliph added to thofe he was already po£* 

felled of, on payment of an annual fum of 

four hundred thoufand crowns. 

The Caliph's In this year Mothaded was greatly tor- 

ab^ C vifion meilte d w ^ dr ea *n s an ^ yifions ; the fol- 
hchad. lowing is one (amongft ^others) of a pretty 
lingular kind : being retired one day to his 
apartment to fleep, all the doors flew open, 
and a phantom appeared before him : thia 
vifion was repeated feveral times, but the 
phantom always appeared in a different form; 
at one time like a dervife, at another like a 
merchant, and again under the likenefs of a 
foldier. The colour and complexion were 
alfo changed each time : for the figure was 
fometimes pale, fometimes florid, and at 
other times ihining with luftre, and again 
of a dark-brown hue ; and its attitudes and 
paces were alfo diversified : in (hort, thefe 
repeated apparitions made a great noiie in 
Bagdat, and found full employment for the 
aftrologers, and interpreters of dreams, who 
were not able to give any fatisfa&ory folu^ 
tion of the matter. Some faid that the? 
phantom was one of the genii, or a hob- 
goblin, called Ginne by the Arabians r 
others, that it was a devil fent to torment 
that prince ; and others,* that it was an an- 
gel fent to warn him to repent of his faults. 
Some perfons of fenfe imagined it to be no 
more than artifice^ and carried on in all 
;/ . proba- 
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probability by fomc officer of the court, who Mothadbd, 
had a defign in view, the execution of which Hegyra 283- 
might be forwarded by intimidating the Ca- clu "*• ^ 
liph : they hinted their fufpicions to him ; 
and on this occafion he treated feme of hia 
houihold very roughly, in hopes of difco-* 
vering the impofition. But, after all, thefe 
vifions might well take their rife in an over- 
heated imagination, which might bring be- 
fore the fight objefts, on which it was em- 
ployed with too great attention. 

Judicial aftrology, to which the Arabians Hegyra 2*4. 
applied themfelves with their accuftomed ch - «*• *97* 
eagernefs, greatly contributed to keep up, Great indi- 
and even give a rife to dreams and vifions nation of the 
amongft people of fo warm a fancy, who jS^ ** 
being ftruck by the predictions of their aftro* 
logers, imagined they really iaw all they 
hoped, or all they feared. When a dream 
had made an impreffion upon them, they 
had immediate recourse to thofe whofe bu~ 
finefs it was to interpret them ; and as their 
interpretations fometimes by chance proved 
true, they gained the greateft efteem and 
credit j and the people endeavoured to im- 
pdfe on themfelves, by not confidering, that 
for the moft part they were not only miftaken 
in their predictions, but that the very con- 
trary happened to what they had foretold. 
Though the princes were better inftrudbed 
than the people, yet they alio gave into this 
ridiculous fuperftition ; and there was not & 
fovereiga in the Eaft, who had not at his 
i Vol. IIL U court 
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Moth adbo. court an aftrologer, and interpreter of dreams, 
Hegyra 284. who were, if I may be allowed the ex- 
Ch. «r. 897. pre fli on> officers of ftate. 

Falfity of its This very year produced an inftance of the 
prediaions. falfity of the predictions of judicial aftrolo- 
gy. All the eminent men in that fcience 
had unanimoufly foretold, that in the 284th 
year of the Hegyra, fuch torrents of rain 
would fall, that the furface of greater Afia, 
through the whole extent of the mahome- 
tan empire, would be covered with water ; 
and that this would be fhortly followed by 
the overflowing of all the rivers. 

Inftead of this kind of deluge, there hap- 
pened fo terrible a drought over almoft all 
Afia, that the fprings failed, and trees and 
plants withered and died on the ground ; 
infomuch that publick prayers and fafts 
were ordered to obtain rain : but notwith- 
ftanding this event, fo diametrically oppofite 
to what had been foretold with the greateft 
confidence, aftrology loft very little of its 
credit, and was foon in as great requeft as it 
had formerly been . 
Hegyra 2S5. The following year they were forced to 
Ch. aar.898. t ake t he figjj^ t0 fl- p t he p ro grefs of a fedt 

Rife of the of enthufiafts, who had alarmed all Ara- 
fcaofthe 43i a r they were called Karmathians, from 
the name of the founder of their religion 
and do&rine. This man at firft contented 
himfelf with propagating his tenets 3 but 
they that fucceeded him, finding their dif- 
ciples very numerous, prevailed on them to 

take 
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take up arms, and endeavoured to niakfe Mothadid* 
conquefts. Before I give an account of their Hcgyw 285. 
exploits, it may not be improper to defcribe *** * 9 '* 
the perfon and dodtrine of the founder of 
this fedt. 

Karmath, for fo the impoftor Was called* 
was born in a village near Cufah, called Ha* 
tnadan Karmaz > whence he took his name 1 
others fay he was fo named, bccaufe he was 
little and deformed, according to the figni- 
fication of the Arabian word Karmath* He 
publifhed a doctrine tending to the overthrow 
of Muffulmanifm 3 and as the new preacher 
made an affedted (hew of great aufterity of 
life, he gained a great number of difci- 
ples, and made an amazing progrefs in Ara* 
bia. 

But notwithftanding his pretended aufte* 
rity, his doctrine was far from being fo ftridfc 
as that of Mahomet j except only in regard 
to prayer, which he ordained to be made 
fifty times a-day, whereas the prophet com* 
manded only five prayers a-day : the reft of 
his tenets may be brought into a narrow 
compafs ; for he allegorized all the precepts 
of the muflulman law. According to his 
dodtrine, even prayer was but a fymbol of 
the obedience which they owed to the Imam 
or chief of the fedt. Fafting was a fymbol 
of the fecrecy that ought to be obferved, in 
refpedt to fuch as were not of the fedt : and 
fidelity to their chief was typified by the 
precept againft. fornication and adultery. 

U 2 Befides, 
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Motmadio. Befides, he permitted his difciples to eat all 

Hcgym tf$. that was prohibited by the muffulman law, 
CL«n*9*. am j ^^y f rec( j the^! f rom many vcr y 

troublefome things ; for example, from fre- 
quent ablutions, which he fupprefled, aad 
other legal ceremonies of that kind : in a 
word, inftead of requiring the tenth part of all 
goods for the u& of the poor, he demanded 
only the fifth, which he direded fliould be 
applied to the maintenance of the Imam, 
This was the title he afiumed, and which he 
ordered his followers to bellow on fuch at 
ihould fucceed him in the fovereign power, 
as well fpiritual as temporal. 

This fe& made its firft appearance about 
the 275th year of theHcgyra; but for a time 
it palTed almoft unnoticed. Karmath preached 
only in villages, and other places in the 
neighbourhood of great cities, and deferred 
making a more publick appearance, till he 
had gained a fufficient number of difciples, 
A & coadjutors to his miffion, he was pro- 
vided of twelve men, whom he had inftrud- 
ed, and who likewise difperfed themfelvei 
in the little towns and other bye-places. 

The do&rine of Karmath was forthwith 
embraced with great zeal by the flaves, and 
all fuch as were forced to labour* They 
took in a literal fenfe what he told them of 
the neceffity of praying fifty times a- 
day , and as this was much more eafy than 
their daily tafk, they left their work, under 
pretext of going to prayers. The matters 

were 
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were a long time before they could difcdve? Mcmum*.: 
whence the negligence of their flares pro* HgSy»»**5* 
ceeded ; but at laft a great lord in the coun- *** g * 8 *' 
try, having obferved that his lands were not 
cultivated, fharply reprimanded the overfeer 
of his labourers : and he having alledged in 
his j unification, that for fome time they had 
quitted their work againft his will, on pre* 
tence of faying their prayers, the lord afked 
what could be the caufe of fo ill-timed a 
devotion ; and having been informed that a 
new apoftle named Karmath, had princi- 
pally occafioned this diforder, he fent his 
lervants to apprehend him; and having corn- 
fined him in a room in his cattle, he put the 
key under his pillow, well pleafed that he 
had got into his power a man, whofe dodfcrine 
was calculated to introduce idlenefs, under 
colour erf piety. He declared to feveral of 
his friends, who were that day at his houfc, 
that he would himfelf inflift a due punifti- 
ment oh the new apoftle, and that on the 
next day he would caufe his head to be cut 
off. . N 

The daughter of this nobleman took com*, 
paffion on Karmath ; (he artfully ftole the 
key of . the room in which he was confinedi 
and having releafed the prifonef , ihe put k 
again in the place whence fhe took it, un- 
perceived of her father. The next morn- ' 

ing this lord going to caufe the new dodor 
to be executed, he was greatly amazed to 

U 3 find 
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Mothadid. find no perfon in the room of which he him- 
Hegyra 285. felf had kept the key. 

*r. 89 . fj^ c f ca p C Q £ ^jg impoftpr made a great 

noife, and by means of his artful manage- 
ment, contributed greatly to the fuccefs of 
his pretended miflion: however, he dared 
Ho longer to remain in a place where he had 
run fo great a rifque ; he therefore departed, 
land went to remote parts with his difciples, 
where he boafted that his enemies had en- 
deavoured to apprehend him, but that God 
had been pleafed, on this occafion, to give 
him a manifeft proof of his prote&ion, by 
miraculoufly freeing him from their hands. 

Such was the account he gave of that 
event to his difciples ; he even aflured them, 
that for the future no perfon would dare to 
make the leaft attempt upon him : info- 
much, that this adventure was not only a 
matter for exulting, but alfo ferved confi- 
derably to augment the number of his fol- 
lowers. We are not told what kind of end 
this impoftor came to 3 but it is certain, that 
after his death the fe& was headed by enter*- 
prifing men, who finding their party very 
numerous, inftrudted their difciples in mili- 
tary difcipline, began to plunder and lay 
wafte, and even to make conquefts. 
Hegyra 286. Thus the Karmathians continued their 
Cb. ». 899. ] nroa( j s over great part of Arabia, and at 

laft came and exercifed their ravages even in 
Arabian Irak, being at that time under com- 
mand 
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mand of a leader, equally cruel and brave, Moth adbd. 
who gave quarter to no Muffulman.. This Hegyra z86. 
general was called Abu Said Habah ; he had Ch ' * n 8 "' 
already attained fo great a degree of power, 
that he aflumed the title of prince of the 
Karmathians. Being as able a man as their 
founder, but a much greater warrior, he 
had accuftomed his followers to labour, fa- 
tigue, fobriety, and obedience, which he 
made a proper ufe of, in order to gain pof- 
feflion of fome territories wherein he pro-* 
pbfed to eftablifh himfelf, after the manner 
of many other rebels, who by dint of care 
and pains, had procured themfelves to be 
acknowledged as fovereigns. 

Mothaded having been informed of the T^e Caliph 
terror and devaftations caufed by thefe en- ^^^ 
thufiafts in his dominions, fent out againfl Karmathiani. 
them a body of troops, under the command 
of Abbas ben Amrou, one of his chief offi-r 
cers. This campaign proved unfuccefsful 
to the MuiTulmen. In vain did Abbas put 
in pra&ice every military artifice to furprife 
the Karmathians : he had to do with an ex- 
perienced general, and with troops amongft 
whom the ftri&eft difcipline had been intro- 
duced, infomnch that nothing was left but 
to come to a regular engagement. 

And in a fhort time a pitched battle was They are de- 
fought, in which the Muffulmen and Kar- feated,and the 

i . ••■ .« 1 .1 • •• general is 

mathians vied with each other, in giving taken prifoner. 
fignal proofs of bravery and intrepidity. 
Abbas, who at firfl: made not the le^ft doubt 

U 4 of 
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Mothadbd. of obtaining a vi£tory, was amazed at thd 
Hegyn 286. obftinate refinance of the Karmathians ; but 
** m ^ he was much more fo, when he faw his 
troops give ground upon their attacks : he 
did all that a great general could do to re- 
animate his foldiers ; but as he greatly ex- 
pofed himfelf, in order to fet an example to 
his men, the enemy made a violent puflh, 
broke his main body, and cut in pieces all 
they met. The general was taken prifoner, 
with eight or nine hundred men, as well 
officers as foldiers ; the reft of his army was 
put to the rout, and purfued to a great dis- 
tance. 

So foon as Abu Said was matter of the 
muflulman general, he commanded him to 
be carried, together with the reft of the pri- 
foners, to a neighbouring place. As Abbas 
well knew the cruel difpofition of the con- 
queror, he was feized with fear the moment 
he fell into his hands, and found himfelf fo 
clofely confined. He thought fuch a kind 
of treatment was a finifter prefage of what 
would happen to him in the fequel ; and he 
each moment expected to fall a Sacrifice to 
the cruelty of the Karmathians, when he 
was informed that Abu Said intended to pay 
him a vifit, and was defirous of having a 
private conference with him. 

The general came to the prifon, and foon 
freed Abbas from his fears : for he imme- 
diately offered him his life and liberty, on 
I condition> 
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Condition, however, that he fhould fweartcrM6***AbBi>. 
perforin what he was about to enjoin him. Sj^* * 86 * 

Abbas having taken the oath, the Kar- m ' "' 
mathian fpoke to him in thefe terms : "I £^Jb- 
require thee to inform the Galiph of what Ibas, and Abu 
fhall fay to thee. I am an inhabitant of the 8 ** 4 * 
Defert, and accuftomed to live on a fmall 
matter. I have not taken from thy mafter 
any of his forts or cities. The troops he fent 
out againft me have been defeated, becaufe 
my foldiers are ufed to labour, and to live? 
hard ; his, on the contrary, require all the 
comforts and conveniences of life ; when 
they make war in this barren country, where 
they want all things, they difband, and then 
I give no quarter to fuch as fall into my 
hands. Thou may 'ft therefore reprefent to 
the Caliph, that a war carried on againft me 
will always prove deftru&ive and ufelefs to 
him ; and that, if he is wife, he will leave 
me unmolefted. p 

Abbas having promifed to give a faithfulHegyra 287. 
account to the Caliph of all that had been ch - **• 9°°^ 
told him, Abu Said fet him at liberty. Abbas 
performed his promlfe ; and, in confequence 
of the report he made, Mqthaded, by the 
advice of his minifters, refolved to make no 
further attempt on the Karmathians, whilit 
they (hould remain on the ground they had 
chofen, and in which it was indeed difficult 
to gain any great advantage over them. 

For a long time they watched their motions, Hcgyra 288. 
without taking any other meafurcs to fub- Ch - »• 9° u 

due 
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Mothaded. due a party which yet was daily acquiring 
Hegyra *88. additional ftrength. During this interval the 
Ch.aer.901. w h i e province of Aderbijan was affli&ed 

The ^fJjL ^ ^ e P^ a g ue > which made a terrible havock* 
\$n!!* " So many died there of that diftemper, that 
the living did not fuffice to bury the dead. 
Their bodies for the mod part lay above 
ground, in the houfes and fields, and many 
even on the road-fide, which made the con- 
tagion to rage with continual fury. It was 
computed that in the capital of that province 
alone, the plague carried off more than 
fifteen thoufand perfons. 
The Greeks During this period of time, the frontiers 
make an ir- were afflidted by another fcourge. The 
ruption. Greeks made an irruption into the maho- 
metan provinces. They took and plundered 
the city of Kaifume, and carried away more 
than twelve thoufand of the inhabitants into 
flavery. The Grecians did not give them 
time to march out again ft them, in order 
to punifh them for the infult; for they juft 
appeared, and marched back again with the 
utmoft expedition. 
Hegyra2$9. The Karmathians having ftrengthened 
Ch. aer. 902. themfelves during the time they remained 
_ w uridifturbed, advanced into the muflulman 

Hrn#» Karma 

thiansconti- dominions, and began their ravages anew. 

nuc to ravage. In order to be able to plunder a greater ex- 
tent of country, they divided their forces into 
feveral bodies, which carried terror and con- 
fufion on all fides; in this manner they pe- 
. netrated almoft to the city of Cufah, and 

fecmed 
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feemed to threaten a nearer approach. The Mothadbd. 
Caliph immediately iflued orders for repair- Hegyra 289. 
ing the fortifications of Baforah, and aug- Ch ' *** 9 ° Zm 
mented the garrifon of that city 3 and he at 
the fame time caufed a body of troops to 
march towards the neighbourhood of Cufah. 
He gave the command of thefe forces to an 
able officer, and recommended it to him to 
take proper advantage of the divifion which 
Abu Said had made of his troops, that he 
might with the more eafe defeat him. 

This enterprize was more fuccefsful than They are de- 
the laft which was undertaken againft the ^ te ^. a ?? 
rebels. Mothaded's general having maturely made p^ 
weighed their motions, found an opportu- ner. 
nity of Separately engaging one of the bodies* 
which was ravaging the country near Cufah* 
And he attacked it fo furioufly that the 
enemy could not ftand their ground: this 
detachment was cut in pices, and the com- 
mander of it made prifoner. It was Abu 
.Said himfelf , that formidable chief, who had 
fo long and boldly kept the field. 

He was immediately fent to Bagdat under A** 1 S *M » 
a ftrong guard, and brought before the C^fSl ^ 
liph. Though Abu Said was a prifoner, and in Caliph, 
a condition to expert nothing but death, yet 
he entered the palace, and appeared before 
the prince with as much boldnefs and un- 
concern as if he had been at the head of his 
own army. Mothaded was furprifed at his 
appearance, but. he was much more fo at 
the language ufcd by that rebel, in the con- 
ference 
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Mothaded. ference held between them. He was not only 
Hegyra 289. bold, but iniblent, and examining the rife of 
Ch. ». 902. jjjg ])y na fly f t h c Abaffians, he made it ap- 
pear that this family had unjuftly poffeffed 
themfelves of the Caliphate, by (hewing 
that the head of it, Abu'l Abbas, (who 
lived in the days of Abu Beker and Omar) 
was excluded from the fucceflion to the 
throne, and confequently, he faid, all hit 
defendants were comprized in the exclufion: 
whence he inferred, that Mothaded had no 
right to call him to an account for his con- 
dud : and he with the fame boldnefs faid to 
hira in cxprefs terms ; xt Why do you trouble 
yourfelf about our opinions or actions? mind 
only what relates to yourfelf." 
He is pot to - The Caliph, enraged at the infolence of this 
* ath * rebel, put an end to the conference, and 

fentenced him to death. He was condemned 
to have his hands and feet cut off, and to 
be afterwards hanged op the common gib^ 
bet This execution was fo far from intimi- 
dating the Karmathians, that it feemed to 
render them more obftinate in their revolt : 
they chofe for their leader an officer named 
Zacarwiah, a brave and intrepid man, who 
foon found employment for the Muflulmen, 
but not till the reign of the next Caliph ; for 
The death of Mothaded died the fame year, having lived 
Mothaded. forty-nine years, of which ht had reigned 
time. He left three children, who fuccef- 
fivdy poffefled the throne. The firft was 
called Moktaphi, the fecond Moktader, and 
fhe third Caher. This 
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' This Caliph was regretted by the whole mu£- Moth adep. 
fulman empire. Hehad gained the affe&ions Hcgyra 289, 
of his fubje&s, on account of his goodnefs, *** ^ 
his underilanding, and his great capacity ip. 
the conduct of publick affairs. He was as 
fparingas poflible of the blood of his people, 
having never made war but when he could 
by no means avoid it. His officers feared 
him, for he wis naturally hafty, and not 
eafily pleafed, but his paflion lafted not long, 
and he fbon recovered his ufual modera- 
tion. 

<, By the following inftance it will appear, Hiscfca»a«. 
that though this Caliph was eafily moved to 
wrath, yet he may be propofed as an example 
pf moderation, which few pripces would be 
capable of. Abdallah ebn Soliman, who 
wa$ an eye witnefs, relates the fadt in thefe 
terms; " A flave being one day near that 
prince, inadvertently ftruck him a great blow 
jvith the ftick whereto the fringe was fattened, 
which they made ufe of to drive away the flies 
that incommoded him. I faw him ftart, and 
was not a little moved my felf, fays Abdallah, 
for I forefaw the pupifhment the poor wretch 
njuft fuffer for hi% aukward carelefihefs j but 
I was much amazed when I heard the Calipfy 
fay, with great coolnefs, furely the fellow is 
afleep ! Upon this I fell at the prince's feet, 
and cried out : O commander of the faithful, 
had J not feen, had I not heard it, I fhould 
never have believed that a monarch could 
have carried his moderation fo far, Was i$ 

* fit 
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Mothaded. fit I fhould have adted otherwife? anfwered 
Hcgyra 289. the Caliph, I do not believe he did it de* 
Ch. ». 902. fig nec Jly > an d therefore it is excufable $ for 

voluntary faults alone merit punifhment." 

This prince was highly blamed for the 
great regard he (hewed to the Alians : indeed 
he did them all the fervice in his power $ 
and when he was gently reproved on that 
account, he was never at a lofs for a dream 
to authorize his conduit. The following in-* 
dance of his behaviour in that refpedt, is 
worthy being related : Mahomet ben Zaid^ 
prince of Mazanderan, was accuftomed to 
fend yearly to Mecca the fum of thirty thou- 
iand gold crowns, to be diftributed amongft 
fuch of the houfe of Ali as were in want* 
It fell out one year, that this prince having 
fent that fum to a merchant in Bagdat, to be 
remitted to the ufual place, the officer of 
juftice feized the money : the merchant hav- 
ing preferred his complaint to the Caliph; he 
iffued out an order, that the money fhould 
be forthwith reftored. The enemies of the 
Alians, with a view to fupport the feizure, ' 
waited on the Caliph, and endeavoured to 
get the order revoked ; but Mothaded told 
them he had lately had a dream, in which 
Ali, appearing to him, predi&ed, that his 
three fons (hould reign after him ; and that 
he had recommended it to him, out of gra- 
titude for the prediction, to be favourable to 
his race, and by his example to incite his 
children to grant them their protection. For 

this 
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this good information, he thought he could Mothaded* 
do no lefs than favour the Alians, more efpe- Hcgyra zSg. 
daily upon an occafion where charity alone * r# 9 °* # 
would forbid the depriving them of the 
means of fubfiftance. With this anfwer 
therefore he difmifled them, and fent the 
money to Mecca. 

El Makin' tells us, that Mothaded being 
in want of a large fum of money, fent for 
one of the Magi, who was reputed to be the 
richeft merchant in Bagdat. That prince 
informed him that his treafury would not 
furnifh him with the money neceflary for an 
enterprize he was about to take in hand, 
and therefore he had recourfe to him to 
fupply the deficiency. " If it is in my 
power, my lord, to advance the fum you 
want, I fliall do it with the greateft readi- 
nefs," anfwered the merchant, u for all I 
have is at your fervice." " But you do not 
mention a word touching fecurity," replied 
the Caliph, "and I cannot conceive how you 
propofe to recover your money/' "My lord," 
faid the merchant, " you are commander 
of the faithful ; God has thought fit to truft 
in your hands the lives and fortunes of his 
fervants*, and you manage them well, for 
you are a lover of juftice ; why then ftiould 
I hefitate to truft you with my money?" 
The Caliph was fo well pleafed with fo open 
and generous a behaviour, that he thanked 
the merchant, and faid to him, " Well ! go 
thy ways, I will not borrow any thing of 

thee $ 
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Mothvid. dice ; but if thou wanted money, come to 
Higyra 289. me, and I will always fupply thee out of my 

Another author relates an extraordinary 
adventure, in which a Mu£Tulman named 
Scheik Kai'at was concerned, and whereby 
he gained the friendship and efteem of the 
Caliph, as well as a high character and great 
relped in Bagdat. 

This Mufiulman, who was a perfon of 
honour and probity, one day pafiing the 
fhreets of Bagdat, heard a woman cry oat 
for help. Scheik having forthwith entered 
the houfe, found there a Turk, who was 
attempting to force a woman > : he iharply n~ 
primaaded the man, who he returned ill 
language, and even threatened worfe treat- 
ment. Scheijt not thinking himfelf able to 
puniih the Turk for his infolence, afcended 
the minaret of a neighbouring mofque, and 
called the people to prayers. Though it was 
not the appointed hour, yet many perfons 
flocked thither j and Scheik having informed 
them of the fad, they forthwith went and 
apprehended the Turk, who was puniflied 
on the fame day. 

The Caliph having been informed of this 
event, was highly pleafed with it. At his 
defire Scheik was brought before him -, and 
he ordered that Muffulman always to ufe 
the fame means to put a flop to any future 
diforder, till he could apply a remedy, by 
tnfli&ng due punUhment on the offenders* 
v .. fey 
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By this means Scheik became fo refpe&able J^otmAdeo. 
ih Bagdat, that not a man dared in his pre- Hegyra 289. 
fence to infringe 'the rules of decency and Ch * **' 9°** 
good order. 

* An author hamed Mohartimed beh Ab* 
~daluech, fays on this head, That a traded 
man of Bagdat lent a considerable fum of 
money to a lord of the courtj who, after 
having ufed it a long time, at laft refuted to 
pay it The tradefman commenced a law* 
fuit againft him for the debt ; the courtier 
defended it for the fake of delay, and the 
creditor having been at a great experice td 
profecute his fuit, without fuccefs, refblved 
to fit down with the lofs, and niore efpe- 
cially as his affairs were thereby fo greatly 
prejudiced, that he found it neceflary to 
quit Bagdat. One of his friends, to whom 
he communicated his grievance, advifed him 
to complain to Scheik : the tradefman fol* 
lowed his advice, and fuccefs foon attended 
this ftep. Scheik went to the courtier, and 
.talked to him fo roundly, that for fear of 
being expofed, he foon paid the tradefman 
his full demand. 

The reign of Mothaded was diftinguifhed learned men 
by the great number of learned men that mous during 
flourifhed under his Caliphate. Thabet ebn the reign of 
Korra, and Ahmet ebn Mohammed, were Mothade<L 
famous amongil others, on accouht of their 
extenfive knowledge. ' 

The former publifhed feveral works upon 
logick, metaphyficks, and medicine. -He* 

Vol. III. X wrote 
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Motiuojp* wrote in Syriac the hiftory of die ancient Sa*» 
Hegyr» 389. beans, and gave a very ufeful and particular 
• »• 9? 2 - account of their cuftoms, the precepts of 
their religion, and their civil laws. The 
Jlatter compofed feveral works on the fciences, 
Xo which the ancient Arabians applied them- 
felves, The Caliph was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with their great difcernment and 
knowledge, and profited by their advice in 
many affairs of the utmoft importance $ and 
as they were very good companions, he hot 
only converted with them with great free- 
dom and unreferve, but readily admitted 
them to all his parties of pleafure* 
Rife of the . During the Caliphate of this pririce x the 
Samanites, Dynafty of the Samanites arofe, and efta- 
blifhed itfelf on the ruins of the Dynafty of 
the SofFarites, Motamed > whp precede4 
Mothaded, had lived upon good terms with 
Amrou ebn Leith, who was, as we have 
faid, the fecond prince of the Dynafty. pf 
the Soffarites* He had even doneimpor* 
tant fervice to the Caliph, in gaining a 
vi&oty for him over Mohammed, the for* 
of Zeid, who had been proclaimed Caliph 
r in Chorafan. Amrou defeated him in a 

battle, and fent him. bound to Bagdat. 
Out of gratitude for this piece of fervice, 
- Motamed had always ihewn a great regard 

and efteem for Amrou, and had even de- 
clared himfelf his friend on many occafions ; 
\fot Mothaded perceiving, that the power 
pf this prince augmented daily, refolved ta 

force 
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force from out of his hands, all fucli parts Mot babed. 
of his dominions, as his brother and he had Jjw* l8 9- 
ufurped from the Caliphs. ■ Cht * ri 9 °* 

Mothaded brought over to hfe fide Mi- 
tiiael, the fon of Ahmet, and gteat grand- 
fon of Saman:*, whence he and his pofte- 
rity took the name of Samanites. By force* 
of intreatiesi and by the afliftance of money, 
Mothaded prevailed on him to take up artna 
againft Amrou. Ifhmael, Whofe "courage 
imd ambition were equally gfekt, Vefolved 
to take advantage of the Caliph's offer 3 and 
as he was already poffefled of confiderable 
territories in Tranfoxana, he refolved ftill 
more to aggrandize himfelf at the expence 
of Amrou, and even of thfe Caliph, who 
required his affiftance. 
- Ilhmael therefore marched Out againft 
Amrou j the latter advanced at the head of 
his troops to meet his enemy, and each of 
them \tfas preparing to give fignal proofs of 
bravery and military fkill, when by an acci-i 
dent Iflimael was vi&orious, without being 
fcarce obliged to draw a fword. Amrou'g 

* Saman was the fen of a camel-driver, and for feme tim^ 
followed die fame employment; but being a man of courage* 
he refolved to take up arms. He fervedhis apprenticefhip 
amongft a gang of robbers, of whom he foon Tbecame the 
leader. Aflad his fen quitted that bafe courfe of fife, and en- 
tered into the fervice of the Caliphs. He was raifed fo high, 
as to be able to give his children a good education, which 
they made fe good an ufe of, as to attain the chief military 
commands. They obtained feveral governments, in which 
they .fixed themfelves as abfolute fovereigns, and formed a 
Dynafty, of which Iihmael Samani was the founder. 

X 2 horfe 
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MoTMADEm • horfe being very fiery^ fuddenly took the bit 
Hcgyra 289. betwixt his teeth, and carried hi? ctiaftsr to 
J&. «r. 902, ^ enemy, who immediately took hiin, and 
kept him prifoner in their camp. 
. Amrou's troops being thus deprived oi 
their general, inftantly diibanded, and thai 
great army was totally difperfed. lfhjnael 
having kept Amrou priibner in his camp 
during fome time *f-> fent him to Mothaded* 
who put him to death in prifon. . 

The Caliph amply rewarded Ifhmgel for 
the acceptable prcfent he made himy.hq 
gave him the title of Padifchad,, that is to 
fay, Emperor or Monarch,^ and thup con-* 
firmed to that prince and his pofterity, pre-* 
rogatives which daily tended to annihilate 
the power of the Caliphs. 
• In the 289th year of the Hegyra* Mo- 
thaded being on his death-bed* gave orders 

f It Is related that Amrou,. on the very day her was taken 
prifbner, being extremely hungry* deflred one of tne foldiers 
that guarded him, forthwith to get him foraethmg to eat. 
The foidier took a piece of meat, and put it over the fire in 
the firft utenfil that came to hand, (which happened to be one 
of thofe kettles they made ufe of in die Levant, tt> feed and 
water their horfes) and hallily hung it without much care on 
a forked flick. Whilft the meat was boiling, and no perfon 
'there to watch it, a nraftiff dog came and thruft his head 
into the kettle ; but finding it too hot, he withdrew his head 
fo violently* that the handle of the veflel fell over his neck, 
and he ran away with the kettle and the Sultan's dinner. That 
prince, who faw the aclion, fell into a violent fit of laughter; 
and fome of his attendants having {aid that he had no great 
reafon to laugh, confideringhisprefentfituation, he anfwered, 
*' I laugh, becaufe my fteward complained this morning that 
three hundred camels were not enough to carry my provifioiui 
and kitchen furniture, and now a Angle dog is enough to bear 
them away.'* Hift. Orient, par D'Herbelot. 

*-. * 1 ;. !•, that 
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that his prilbner Amrou fhould be ftarved to MorrApHt. 
death ; however, the Dynafty of the Soffa- Hegyra 289. 
rites was not ended by the death of that Ch ' **' 9 ° 2 ' 
prince: it was continued by Thaher his 
grandfon, who, after the defeat of his grand- * 
father, retired to Sejeftan, where hejwas pro— 
claimed as fovereign and lawful fufcceflbr o£ 
Amrou : but he did not long enjoy that 
dignity 5 for the fame Ifhmael having at-* 
tacked him in that province, totally defeated 
his army, and fent hfrn prifoner to the Ca- 
liph. This laft event happened in the reign 
of Mbktaphi, Mothaded's fuccefforj and- 
by thofe means Sejeftan, and the other pro- 
vinces appertaining to it, were annexed to 
the immenfe territories which Ifhmael was 
before poflefled of. Thus the Dynafty of 
the Soffarites was deftroyed, and gave place 
to that of the Samanites, which was in the 
feqiiel totally ruined by the Gaznevites. 



MOKTAPHI-BILLAH. 

The THIRTY-SIXTH CALIPH. 

THIS prince was at Raccah, when his 
father died, and was there imme- 
diately proclaimed Caliph. In a fhort time 
he went to fix his refidence at Bagdat, where 
the ceremony of his proclamation was re- 
peated* Caffem, who was appointed vizir 

X3 in 
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Mpktaphk in the time of the late Caliph, had taken the 
Hegyiaaty. precaution of caufing the inhabitants to 
Ch.aRr.90a. f we ar allegiance to him, the moment after 

Mothaded's death. 
Caflcmrm- According to El Makin, this vizir had 
SoS^thc fi>nncd * defign to deprive Moktaphi of the 
Caliph, and crown, in order to place it on the head of 
ca^hia de- one c f th at prince's brothers : others aflert, 

that he intended to feize it for himfelf. He 
had communicated this defign to a Muflid- 
man named Badir, a man greatly reipedted 
in Bagdat : but Caflem's fcheme not having 
taken place, he confidered that Badir might 
make an ill ufe of the confidence repofed in 
him, and occafion him to lofe the Caliph's fa- 
vour. In order therefore to obviate any un- 
lucky event, Caflem refojved to lay the plot 
to die charge of him to whom he had com- 
municated it : and going to the Caliph, he 
accufed Badir of the crime of which he 
himfelf was guilty. 

The Caliph, who entirely relied on the 
probity of his minifter, gave credit to the 
accufation, and left to him the management 
of the profecution againft the fuppofed cri- 
minal. Caflem, thus armed with power, 
ufed all poflible means for the deftruftion of 
Badir: he immediately ftrove to fuborn fome 
of his dependents. Badir having been in-* 
formed of the bafc means that were ufed 
againft him, began to provide for his fafety, 
and retired to a ftrong place which belonged 
. to him. This flight was reprcfented to the . 

- ■'- Caliph 
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Ciliph by Caffem, as a new proof of Badir^MoacrAPHi. 
guilt > and the prince immediately fent a de- Hegyi* 289. 
tachment of troops to befiege the fugitive ^ ch - **• 9° £ * ' 
his fortrefs. 

Whilft they were preparing to ftdrm tha 
caftle, Caffem reflected that Badir might , . , 

poffibly demand a conference with the offi-i 
cer who commanded at the fiege, and there- 
by all the bafenefs of his conduct might bd 
difclofed. He therefore contrived another 
method of destroying him : he counterfeited 
the Caliph's hand-writing, and wrote, a let- 
ter in the name of his matter, in which that 
prince told Badir, that having caufed dud 
enquiry to be made into the matter of which 
he was accufed, he was convinced he was 
innocent; and therefore he might come intcf 
his pretence without fear. The vizir gavo 
the letter to the chancellor, and directed him 
to fend it to Badir, as coming immediately 
from the Caliph. . • 

, The chancellor complied with the Vizir's 
order. The letter was delivered, and the 
unfortunate Badir, not fufpe&ing the treache- 
rous defigns of Caffem, and befides, relying 
on his innocence, really thought the Caliph 
was undeceived : he therefore laid down his 
arms, and fet out on his journey to Bagdat ; 
but flopping a fhorf time at an inn upon the 
road, fome men hired by the vizir fell on 
him, and cut off his head, which they 
brought to Caffem. The wretch was fo in- 
human as to go in perfon and prefent it to 

.. . . X4 the 
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Moktafhi. the Caliph with great demonftrations of thef 
Hegyra 290. joy he felt at the death of a traitor, who 

9x% 9<>3- flrove to deprive him of his crown. 
Viaaryob- This melancholy event ufliered in the 
^ n £* over rc ig a f Moktaphi ; during the fequel of it, 
ftf y,, they were continually engaged in war againflr 

the Karmathians. in which the Muflulmea 
and rebels gained equal advantages, and fuf- 
tained equal lofTes. Zacarwiah, chief of the 
Karmathians, commenced hoftilities by mak- 
ing an irruption into Syria at the head of his 
forces. He committed great devastations in 
that province, plundering many of the viU 
lages, and other places in the neighbourhood 
pf the chief cities, and putting all to fire 
9nd fword. The Caliph forthwith caufed a 
body of troop6 to march, who came up with 
thofe defperadoes, and attacked them fo im- 
petuoufly, that the firft onfet determined the 
vi&ory. The Karmathians were broke and 
totally routed -, and the famous Zacarwiah, 
vfrho had farmed fuch great defigns for the 
advancement of his fe&, fell in the addon. • 
They commit Huflain, brother to that general, imme- 
* cw r <* va £ cs - diatdly fupplied his place, and oolle&ing the 
broken remain? of his troops, he fent them 
for feme time into quarters of refre&ment 3 
he alfo repaired the lofs by fome new de- 
tachments that joined him, and then made, 
rpady to go forth againft the Muffuloien. 
This new leader was more fuccefsful than* 
his brother j he repulfed the Caliph's troops, 
8r4 became fQ forjnid^ble, that he made 

himfelf 
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hiitifelf matter of feveral towns in Syria be-MoKTAPm. 
fore their eyes, and without their being able Hegyra 290, 
to prevent it. '.Ok^r.^j. 

This news greatly afflicted the Caliph, who 
finding this extenfivc province on the point 
of falling a prey to thofe rebels, refolved tor 
march in perfori to its relief. He accordingly 
departed at the head of one hundred thou- 
sand men to fefek the Karmathians ; but they 
having received information of the prodi- 
gious force they were like to have on their 
hands, took a refclution to avoid a battle, by 
endeavouring to retire into ftrong pofts, where 
they prefumed ; it would be hazardous to at- 
tack them. 

But they had ndt time to execute their de- Hcgy» 291. 
fign; the Caliph's army, which had made • aBn 9°4* 
forced marches, arrived at the very time they TX *y ** ^ 
began their retreat, and attacked them on ^dbatdc. 
the fpot. The rebels lifed all the means in 
their poWer to avoid an aftion ; but finding 
they could not poffibiy continue their retreat, 
they boldly faced their enemy, and at firft: 
fought with amazing refolutiftn : but they 
• were forced to yield to fuperior fttength and 
numbers. After a very vfarni difjnfte, the Kar- 
mathians ftrove to get poffeflion of the ground 
near the Euphrates; in ordtfr to efcape 5 but 
the way thereto was but off. Huffain their 
general was made prifoner, with about three 
hundred of his 'troops, as -well officers as 
fcldiers, who vfrere Forthwith ffent to Bag- 
flat. Shortly • after this fignal vidtory, the 

Caliph 
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- Ciiiph arrived at that city, and condemned 
all the prifoners to death: their hands and 
feet were firft cut off, and they were after-? 
wards beheaded. 

At this time advice was brought to Bagdat 
of the exploits of the Muffulmen living in 
the province of Mawaralnahar. The whole 
country was on a fudden over-run by the 
Turks who entered it under arms, to the 
number of feven hundred families. The 
firft furprize occafioned by the arrival of fuch 
a multitude being over, the Mufiulroen alia 
took up arms, marched out to meet tho 
Turks, furprifed them, and nude a terrible 
{laughter of fuch as flood on their defence : 
the reft of them took to flight, and were 
totally difperfed. 

About the time time the Greeks made an 
incurfion, and laid wafte part of the mufful- 
man frontiers. They marched in ten dif- 
ferent detachments, confiliing of ten thou** 
fand men each, -and difperfed themfelves into 
ten different places, where they committed 
terrible ravages, and fuddenly returned into 
their own country. 

The next yeiar the Dynafty of the Tho- 
lonites, who had reigned fome time in Egypt 
and Syria, became extinft. Haroun ebn 
Chemarawai'd having given the Caliph ftrong 
reafons to fuifpedt him, that prince caufed 
Egypt to be attacked both by fea and land. 
Haroun, who . had retired to Mefrah, waa 
befieged in that place* and .defended it with 

•j g^at 
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great valour ; but one of the archers of the MoK^m. 
Caliph's guard, having obferved Haroun in a**egyra 29^ 
felly, let fly an arrow at him with fo much ' ** 9QJ * ' 
ftrength and (kill, that he killed him on the 
fpot. His death put an end to the war ; his 
troops furrendered their arms, and the pro-, 
viuces of Egypt and Syria returned to the 
immediate obedience of the Caliphs, their 
lawful fovereigns. 

This event caufed great joy # at the court The Karma- 
of Bagdat, which being free from difquie- * w * nsta ke the 
tiide as to thofe countries, were more at w e ith ^^ 
liberty to employ their forces in thofe parts troops. 
where the new rebels had the greateft. 
ftrength. They were foon forced to arm 
againft the Karmathians, whofe party was 
fttfl formidable. Spight of their laft defeat, 
they appeared again in a few months under a : 
new chief called Zecroune, who penetrated 
ifcto Arabia, and ravaged even as far as Irak. 
The Caliph, without delay, ientabody of 
troops againft them ; but the rebels laughed* 
at his foldieis, and continued to plunder 1 
arid the two armies having faced each other 
near a place called Cadefia, the Caliph's troop* 
were beat, and forced to retreat, to avoid a 
total rout. •'"•■.' 

The Karmathians being elated by this vic-Hcgyia 29^- 
tory, marched iato Syria* md phHKfered ^**-* *- 
many corafiderable places* fuch as Bafri, 
Adragueti; and others* after which they ap* 
proacbed Damafcus. The governor of that 
city was then in Egypt, afed had left the 
K . place 
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Moktaphi. place under the command of Saiek his Keu^ 

Hegyra293. tenant; who ; faffied out and boldly attacked 4 
Ch. m. 906. tilc rcbels . . h ^ JLt this ftep mrf attended with 

' very bad fucceft; he was defeated, and 
thought himfelf happy in getting back to 
the town. 

The rebels atfitft propofed to befige Da*-' 
mafcus: but the city being too extenfive, 

and their numbers not fufficient for fitch* 

« 

an enterprise, they contented themfelves 
with leavyirig heavy contributions. After 
' this Zecroune departed, afcd marched hi* 
army towards Tiberias, where . he was at- 
tacked by a large body of- muffalrtian troops?' 
commanded by Jofeph ebft Ibrahim. That 
general broke and routed < the Karma-* 
thians; and, without giving them time to 
rally, purfiied them even to the^ Defects, to a 
place called Souane, where another hot en- 
counter happened/ in which the rebels gained 
a complete victory. Whether they had found 
means to recruit their army, or whether dif- 
pair encreafed thdir courage, they fought^ 
furioufly, and totally deftroyed the muflul- 
man troops ; the conquerors plundered their 
camp, and put to the fword all fuch as had 
been taken prifoners. 
Hcgyra 294. Zecroune, ever thirfty for • Mood, and 

ThJrTpi^der g^fy ^ pillagfc, caufed hi* troops to march 
acaravan, and towards Arabia the Defert, by which lie 
ST ^CaTh' was ^formed, * ^r^an wouid pafs in- 
troops P S its way to Mecca: he accordingly «et them, 
cruelly maffacred- the pilgrims, - the mcr* 

chants, 
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chants, and even the guides. He fpared the Moktapihu . 
Wotaen's lives, and made them Haves : after Hegyra 2 94- 
which, he plundered the whole, and wa^^ 9 ^' 
preparing to march-on fome. new enterprise, 
when he was overtaken by the troops of 
Moktaphi, who, on their arrival, immedi- 
ately began to engage them..'. The Karma- 
thians were difconcerted by this fudden at- 
tack. Zacroune perceiving it, did all that lay 
in his power to infpire them with a refolution 
Ajiial to his own ; but having been ftunned 
and di&bled by & blow which he received in 
the head, his fcldiers loft all courage, and fuf- 
fcred themfelves tQ be flaughtered by theMuf- 
ftlmen. Only a ftnall number of them efca- 
ped. Zecroune was takecb and died five days 
afterwards of the blow he had received. As 
they propofed to make a publick fpe&acle o£ 
him at Bagdat, they opened and embalm- 
ed his body, to grace the triumph of this; 
tfi&orious troops*. * 

: They therefore carried the body into Bag?, 
dat, with plumes of feathers* on its head $ 
his wife and the other prifoners made a, part / ^ 
of the proceflion; and after, they had boea 
Shewed to the people, they ytcpc all put to 
death. , 

: This was the laft expedition during the Hc8yra 
Caliphate of Moktaphi, That prince died Ch. *r. 908.* 
the following year, after haying reigned Moktaplift 
1 about fix years. He was greatly efteemed death, 

for his attachment to religion, forhisgeney 
jofity, and particularly for his gentle aj#| 
\ j ' ' ■ fweet 
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MdcTAiK*. fweet difpofitlon. £1 Makin fays, he wBf 
gw» >95. lo W . of ftature, of a hahdfome phyfiogno* 
^ **•**• 4ny . that his complexion Was a little tanned, 
and his beard very thick. 



MO CTADER-BILLAE 

' The THIRTY-SEVENTH CALIPH. 

Difordcwin TV /TOCTADER, the fon of Mothaded, 

the govern- ^VJL was proclaimed Caliph after the 

^nedbyAe death of Mofctaphi his brother* He wai 

Calioh's "but thirteen years old when he afcended the 

youth. throne > and by reafon of his youth, the 

great men of tht ftate, the vizirs, and even 

the women, aflTumed the abiblute dire&ion 

of affairs ; and this abufe wafc carried fo far; 

that a princefs was feen to prefide in a court 

of judicature for the trial of criminals, by 

the conf^nt of the judges and lawyers, wild 

were well plcafed to fee fuch a prefident 

fitting in the Caliph's tribunal. 

Hegyra 296. - Nothing but diforder land confufion could 

Ch. aer. 909. £ef a l t from fuch a government ; and there^ 

fore murmurs were heard in all parts, above 

all againft the vizir, who was accufed of 

• ^ having countenanced the elevation of a child 

to the Caliphate, that he himfelf might go* 

vern with a more abfolute fway. It was 

judged that thefe practices would be attended 

VrxjUti bad confequences in the fequel > and 

men aflerted, that this young prince being 

early 
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early accuftomed to fee the government in Mocf ade*. 
the hands of others, would never think of Hcgyrai^ 
intermeddling with publick affairs; and that Ch, * r#9 °^ 
fuch men as ftiould be employed in the mi- 
niftry, would do all in their power to divert 
tim from interpofing therein, that they 
might, without interruption, make an ill 
ufe of his name and authority, in order to 
rule the date according as their intereft and 
pleafure required and diredted. > 

The vizir was apprehenfive that thefe Hoffain y^ 
murmurs would degenerate into a fedition, the vizir, and 
which. might probably occafion him to fall afjS™* 8 *"* 
facrifice, as he alone was blamed for the^^ 
ele&ion of 'Moftader ; he therefore endea- 
voured to quiet the minds of men, by de* 
pofing the young Caliph, and placing in his 
ftead Mohammed, the fon of Mothadi : but 
that prince dying in the .mean while, he 
caft his eyes on one of the fons of Mo- 
tawakel, who alfo died at the time they 
were making preparations for his eleftion ; 
and the vizir himfelf was foon afterwards 
affaflinatc^d, by a prince of the houfe of Ha- 
madan, named Hoffain. - 

It is afferted, that this prince was ambi- 
tious of the poft of vizir, and had incited 
the people to murmur, and flxove to irritate 
them againft that minifter, in order to raife( 
him up enemies, and bring him into diffi- 
culties. It is faid, that the whole defign 
Vas privately laid in the feraglio, and that 
Hoffain, who was uneafy to find the people 
; murmur 
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Moctade*; -murmur only, without proceeding to extre-* 
Hegyra 296. mities, refolved himfelf to remove the ob-* 
su. 909. £ ac j es to ^jg advancement, and had there- 
fore determined to flay the vizir. 
HecanfesAb- In a fhort time Hoflain caufed Abdallah, 
^^^^ the fon of Mota2, to be proclaimed Caliph i 
Caliph. *ft er which he gained poffefliori of the im-* 
perial palace. This change Was not effefted 
without caufing great tumults -, in the midft 
of which, Mbftader trembling for fear of 
his life, thought himfelf happy that he could 
: make his efcape in difguife. He fled for 

flicker to the houfe pf one of his moft faith- 
ful eunuchs called Munas. 
Abdallah is - This trufty fervant, without lofing time, 
kaied, and gathered together and encouraged the offi- 
Moaadcrre- £ Crs f erva nts, and: many other of the zealous 

placed on the . - ' . x J . . 

throne, dependants or that young pnnce, whom he 
put under arms, and in perfqn led them to 
the palace, of which they eafily made them- 
felves mafters, as all things were in a very 
confufed and unfettled condition there; and 
having feized the new Caliph, they put him 
to death, by inclofing his head in a bag of 
quick-lime. By this fudden revolution 
Mo&ader was replaced on the throne, and 
received anew the homage and compliments 
of the great men of the ftate, and of die 
people. 

Hegyra 297. - .--Although it was neceflary after fb violent 
Ck *r. 910. q. ihock to have taken the wifeft precautions* 

both for the fafety of the prince's life, and; 

tjie well-goyeining of the ftate, yet affairs 

* returned 
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Returned to the former channel ; that is to Moctade*, 
fay, the grandees, the ladies, and the mi- Hegyra 297* 
nifters, affumed the fupreme power, and - m -9 l 9* 
continued to manage all publick bufinefs 
during the Caliph's Snority. 
, Happily for that prince, the enemies of 
the mufiulman empire did not take advan- 
tage of the inteftine divifions which prevailed 
in his Hate, by engaging him in a foreign 
war, from which he would have found it 
very difficult to extricate himfeif with ho- 
nour. 

An inftance of this appeared in a revolt H£sy ra 3°3' 
in Mefopotamia, which was occafioned by * **' 9 
the fameHoffain who had prefumed to de-** 6 ^ 4 *^ 
pofe the Caliphs He wifely made his efcape t0 raraL 
from Bagdat, at the time of the revolution, 
by means whereof Modtader regained the 
throne; and having wandered about for 
fome time, he fixed his abode in Mefopota- 
mia, where he raifed a party* by whole af- 
fiftance he propofed to throw off the Caliph's 
authority* 

Ratek, who was then Modkder's vizir, re* 
£ eived orders to go into that province with A 
body of troops, and to endeavour to reduce 
the rebel. The vizir marched up to Hoflairt 
the head of a pretty numerous army, pro vide4 
with a moft magnificent field-equipage ; but 
unfortunately Ratek was beat, and the equi- 
pages became a prey to the conquerors. 

So foon as the news of this defeat reached Hefe betrayed 
the court, the eunuch Munas offered totyWswa 

Vol AIL V wipe*** 1 ' 
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NRjcYADfiii. wipe -off the difgrace whidi had fallen on 
H <*y?*J c 3- the muflulman arms, and undertook to get 
Ch. «V9'F ^ better of the rebel. He kept his word, 
and had not even the trouble of drawing a 
fword j for fo foon as the enemy's army 
found that Munas had taken upon him 
the command of the muflulman troops, -and 
was marching out againft Hoflain, that re- 
bel was abandoned by his foldiers at the time 
he was entering Armenia. Munas having 
purfued him, the few troops that remained 
with Hoflain, fell on him and his fon, bound 
them both in chains, and in that manner 
brought them to Munas, who led them in 
triumph toBagdat, mounted on a camel, with 
a ridiculous cap on each of their heads, and 
cloathed in coats of goat/kin. In this garb 
they were carried through the ftreets of Bag- 
dat, and afterwards clofely confined in pri- 
fon. This fuccefsful event caufed an uni- 
verfal joy ; but it afforded a much greater 
pleafure to men of underftanding, who being 
fully fenfible,how much prudence was want- 
ing in the managers of the ftate, were full 
of fears,, left the neighbouring monarchs 
fhould take advantage of their mifconduft. 
Hcgyra304. But, far from taking fuch a ftep, the 
Ch.xr.916. GreckSj who were thc moft formidable, 

Magnificent ufed ^extraordinary means to fix the tranquil- 
reception j^ f ^ two cr0 wns. Ambaffadors ar- 

Grecian am- rived at Bagdat from Conftantine Porphyron 
WW**/- 1 genetus, then emperor of Conftantftiople, 

under the tuition of the emprefs Zoe!, T*is 
• - k ,% ' -nicther, 
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tftother, who came to compliment the Ca- Mocr ad«&. 
liph, and tp negotiate a truce, and on ex- Hegyra 304. 
chapge of prifooers. . Ch * ** 9l6 * ' 

The great pomp with which they were 
received, was a roanifeft proof that their 
proppfak would be accepted. The imperial 
palace was adorned with the richeft furni^ 
ture $ arms xfi all kinds were placed in view ; 
all the Caliph's guard was drawn up in the 
great fquare to the number of fifty thoufand 
ojten, to whom they publickly gave their 
pay in purfes of gold. In another place apt 
peared four thoufand white eunuchs, and 
three thoufand black eunuchs, with feven 
hundred ufhers tt> guard the gates an4 ave- 
nues to the palace. Within fide, and round 
about it, were put up thirty thoufand cloths 
before th$ doors, to keep out the wind, of 
which twelve thoufand were of filk, and five 
hundred of gold brocade, with twelve thou- 
fand five hundred pieces of tapeftry of ex- 
cellent workmanihip. 

In the midft of the great hall, in which 
they gave audience to the ambaifadors, was 
•a tree of maffy gold, which had (amongft 
others) eighteen large principal branches, 
and thereon were placed birds of gold and 
filver, which clapped their wings, and 
warbkd out various notes This tree caufed 
great furprize in the fpeftators, who could 
not fufficiently admire fo curious and incom- 
prehenfible a piece of mechanifm. 

There were alfo mock engagements on 
the watery a great number of boats, paint- 

Y2 ed 
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MocTAOg*. cd and gilt, appeared on the Tygris^ which 
Hfgyra 3©4- formed fquadrons diftinguifhed bytheir fe- 

vera! colours. The crews were neat and 
fine, and fome of them very richly drefled. 
Thefe boats reprefented feveral naval a&ions; 
and were managed with the utmoft order and 
dexterity. v 

Thefe feftivals being over, the truce and 
exchange of prifbners were agreed on ; and 
at the figning of the treaty, magnificent pre- 
sents were made to the ambaffadors. The 
vizir and chief men of the ftate, who had 
conducted them to their firft audience, re- 
conducted' them with the fame pomp, when 
they had their audience of leave; and at their 
departure, the eunuch Munas was com- 
manded to attend them to the frontiers : 
there that officer paid into their hands one 
hundred thoufand gold crowns, for the ran- 
lorn of the muffulman captives. ' 

So noble a reception dazzled the ambak 
fadqrs, and gave them the higheft idea of 
the Caliph's court. The defcription they 
gave of it when they returned to Conftanti- 
nople, made a deep impreffion upon the 
emperor's council; and they were highly 
# pleafed at having taken the firft fteps towards 

a treaty with a prince, whofe power they 
concluded to be equal with his riches and 
magnificence. 

And without doubt it would have equal- 
led them, had the government been in bet- 
ter hands ; but the fovereigr* having from 
his youth been ufed not to trouble hknfelf 

z * with 
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with.bijiinefs, he differed very little in his Moctade^ 
conduct when he came to riper years. The 5^ ra 3°|-i 
ladies, the grandees, and the vizirs, were • <Lr -9 1 ♦.- 
matters of the ftate j and the indolent Moc- 
tader, who was not wanting in abilities, 
thought, that by dilplaying his grandeur, he 
fully performed the duty of a fovereign. 

However, he received fome uneafinefs on S^sy* 3°S- 
account of the Karmathians, who were again " aer " 9 * 7 ' 
in motion s and he took the trouble of exa- The Karma^ 
mining into the particulars of that affair, themfeivw at' 
After . the . death of Zecroune, their laft Hejar, which 
commander, they chofe in his ftead one of ^f r ^^ a | 
their chief officers called Abu Said, which 
was alfo the name of their general, who 
was killed in the reign of Mothaded. 

The new leader pufhed on his advan- 
tages -, he made conquefts in Chaldea, Syria, 
and Mefopotamia, and at laft fet himfelf up 
as fovereign in the city of Hejar, the an- 
cient capital of Arabia Petrea. With this 
conqueft his reign was terminated s for he 
was ^ffaffinated in that capital by one of his 
Haves, whilft he was in the bath. This event 
.happened in the 301ft year of the Hegyra. 

Abu Said was fucceeded by his eldeft fon ; 
but as he was of a very weakly conftitution, • 

the coupcil of the Karmathians refolved, 
that he fhould furrender the command to 
AbuThaher, his younger brother* fofoon as 
the latter fhould be of due age. 

Abu Thaher having attained the age of Abu Thate 
about nineteen years, did not wait till his ^t^ptei 

Y 3 brother 
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Moctader. brother rcfigncd his authority : he fcized ft, 

I&gyra 305. and gave out that he was infpired by heaven, 

• ■*• 9*7- an( j t h at God had revealed to him the moft 

hidden things. By thefe means he feduced the 

moft ignorant of his feft; and as enthufiafin is 

a very catching diftemper, the Karmathians 

foon looked on Abu Thaher as a prophet : 

and at laft he was proclaimed as fole prince 

and chief of that fed. 

Hegyra3ii. He gained an implicit obedience from 

Ch. xr.923. jh crn> %y often telling them of the Future 

grandeur of the nation, and of the great con- 
quefts which heaven had appointed him to 
make- Each Karmathian offered to rifque 
his life and fortune in the fervice of the new 
prince and prophet. Thefe offers were very 
agreeable to Abu Thaher, who did not think 
fit to let them cool ; he marched out at the 
head of thofe determined men, and laid liege 
He feizes Bar to Baforah. This enterprise proved fuccefs- 
forah. f u j . t ^ e c [ t y was taken by aflault : he caufed 

almoft all the inhabitants to be maflacred ; 

and then gave up the place to be pillaged 

for fifteen days. 
Hegyra3i2. Elated by this fuccefs, Abu Thaher en- 
Ch. xr. 924. terec j on new jefigns. Amongft others, he 

He plunders attacked a caravan returning from Mecca, 

It was numerous, and confided of many 
perfons of note, who were conducted by a 
Muffulman of diftin&ion named Abdallah. 
The Karmathian falling with his troops 
6a the caravan, flew part of them* difper- 
fed the reft, and feized all that the pil* 

* griras 
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grittis were poffefied of. Abdaliah thctf Mpctaobr, 
chief having been taken prifoher, Thaher J^gy^ 1 *-, 
propofed to make ufe of his captive, in order * l# ?2 *' 
to come to fome terms with the court of 
Bagdat. With that view he took great care 
of Abdaliah, and treated him with the ut- 
moft civility. He alfo fent the chief men of 
the fedt to vifit him, and did all that lay in 
his power to gain his friendship. 

When Abu Thaher thought he had gained 
the good will of his prifoner, he imparted to 
him his defign of making peace with th$ 
Caliph : and defired he would befriend him 
in that matter with Mo&ader, to whom he 
propofed to fend an embaffy with propofals 
for an accommodation. He added that as a 
proof of the fincerity of his intentions, he 
that rtioment would fet him at liberty, and 
begged of him to make ufe of it, in pre- 
paring the court of Bagdat to lend a favour* 
4>Ie ear to the terms he fhortly intended to 
offer. 
. Abdaliah was difmifled on the fpdt ; apd He prop ^ 8 

v ' t ; t 1 • * • • 1 t terms to the 

when they had given him time enough to mol- caliph, which 
lify the Caliph, embaffadors were fent to Bag- «* rejeded. 
dat with coftly prefents for Modtader. That 
prince gave a gracious reception to the etn- 
baiiadors, and treated them and all their train 
v with as much affability and politenefs, as if 
they had been fent to him by a real fove- 
reign. 

This kind treatment gave the envoy hopes 
that Abu Thahers terms would be accepted j 

Y 4 however 
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Moctam*. however they were all totally reje&edi An4 
Hcgyra 512. indeed his demands were a little extrava* 
Ch:«r. 924. ^ anti Thc Karmathians required, that the 

city of Baforah fhould be abfolutely ceded 
to htm; and that they fliould add to it the 
province o£ Ahwaz, to be ere&ed into a 
principality for him and his defendants. 

As he was perfe&ly well acquainted with 
the fituation -of affairs at the court of Bagdat, 
he concluded that a government fo weak 
would make no difficulty to purchafc a peace 
at that price : but the Caliph thought his 
terms exorbitant; and without giving any 
other anfwer, abfolutely rcfufed to accept 
them. 

Abu Thaher was greatly furprifedwhen 

his embafladors, on their return, related to 

him the Caliph's anfwer. Infenfibly his fur* 

prize was turned into rage ; he refolded to 

take revenge for the flight that had been put 

upon his terms, which were indeed highly 

advantageous to him, but would at the fame 

time have reftored quiet to the empire. 

He therefore retook the field the following 

Ha year, and made new conquefts in the muflul*- 

Ch. aer. 925. man territories. He attacked and feized many 

Aba Thaher towns, and in particular made terrible ha- 

frizes Cafah. y^k ] n the country round about Cufah. 

He befieged that city, took it by affault, 
gave it up to be plundered for feveral days, 
and flew the greateft part of the inhabitants ; 
ftich of them as efcaped the fury of the con-r 
querors, were reduced to a ftate of flavery, 

ft 
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It is aot faid that any fteps were then takeft Moctadeiu 
at thecourt of Bagdat, to curb the infolence of Hfsy^S'5* 
this rfebei- He therefore continued his rava* ^ f?"9*7^ 
ges without interruption, till about the 3 xsth^^^* 6 
year of the Hegyra, when the Caliph fent out troops* 
a body of troops againft him, under the com* 
mand of one of his officers named Jofeph. 
The Karmathians, encouraged by their fuc*» 
cefs, defpifed the Caliph's army j andjofepb 
having rifqued an action, his troops were de* 
feated, and for the moft part put to the 
fword, and he himfelf taken prifaner. * 

This vi&ory was a frefh incitement to Abu H« makes i*- 
Thaher>to-perfoverc$ however, it feems his n^hbour. 
intention was rather to intimidate the Caliphs hood of Bag- 
-than to make conquefts ; for having formed dat * 
a defign of approaching Bagdat j he only took 
with him a flying camp of four hundred 
horfe, with which he threw the whole neigh- 
bourhood, and even the capital, into the 
greateft confternatipn. Mo&ader caufed ten 
thoufand men to march out, and to endea- 
vour to carry off the detachment 5 but the 
Caliph's troops returned without having made 
the leaft attempt; 

Abu Thaher having returned with the 
fame expedition as he came, appeared again, 
and made a fhew of attacking Anbar, a city 
of Arabian Irak, twenty leagues from Bagdat $ 
but it was no mare than a feint, and he 
again marched back. The court was fo ter- 
rified at this new proceeding, that fo foon as 

they 
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Moctader. they heard of the Karmathians departure, 
Hegyn3i$. the Caliph, the minifters> and the ladies, 
Ch.ftr.917. w ko j^ a flj^g j n the government^ re* 

. ' . turned thanks to God for the happy event* 
and distributed fifty thoufand crowns in alms 
to the poor. Abu Thaher was not idle ; he 
•foon appeared and alarmed them in other 
parts, and returned almoft as fuddenly. The 
poor were like wife benefited by this event * 
for they received- on this occailon alms to 
the amount of one hundred thoufand 
drachmas* 
ftcgyra 316. Thus the Karmathian fpent his time in 
Ckaer.928. making incvurfions, in order to exhauft thi 

Caliph's treafury in alms-giving : he was 
not indeed obliged to think of making a de- 
fence, for they did not caufe any troops to 
inarch out againft him till a long time was 
paifed. He fufpended his incurfions to give 
reft to his troops ; and made ufe of that 
jun&ure to go to Hejar, where hehuilt a 
magnificent palace. 
Hegyraii Whilft the Caliph entertained hopes of 

Ch. aBr.929. enjoying a litde quiet at Bagdat, in confe- 
Moaadcris <I uence of the retreat of the rebels, ^a rcr 
depofcd by volution of a moft extraordinary kind hap- 
Munaa. pened at court, Mo&ader was depofed from 
the Caliphate. Caher, his brother, was 
placed on the throne, and afterwards re- 
moved, to give way to Modtader. Thefe 
tranfa&ions all paffed in a very Ihort time. 
The following is the account of that Angular 

event, given us by El Makin, 

The 
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The eunuch Munas, who was fo firmly Moc? ade*." 
attached to his prince, that he had procured Hegyra3i*^ 
him to be replaced on the throne at the time £*• * r - 9*9*' 
an attempt was made to deprive him of the 
Ctowri, either really had, or thought he had, 
'great rfcafon to be diffatisfied with the cori- 
3u£t of the Caliph, who, as Munas declared, 
had formed a defign of arrefting him. Of 
this he complained to his friends ; and the 
prince being informed of his fufpicions, was 
pleafed to ftrive to undeceive him, as to the 
information which he pretended had been 
given him. 

Munas doubting of the Caliph's fincerity, 
arid thinking himfelf in clanger fo long as 
that prince remained on the throne, refolved 
to deprive him of the crftwn, and to place 
it on the head of Caher 5 which he hoped to 
accomplish with the greater facility, ash* 
was in the higheft credit with the fcldiery. 
He therefore went one day to the imperial pa- 
lace with a body of horfe, and having forced 
his way into the Caliph's apartment, he feized 
that prince, and the princefs his mother, and 
fent them both to his own houfe. On leav- 
ing the palace ht told the troops, that all it 
contained was their own, and that they might 
plunder without fear. The foldiers were far 
from being backward in taking advantage of 
the permiflion, and in a very (hort time they 
carried off from the palace all the gold and 
filver they could lay their hands on. 

Munas 
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Moctader, ' Munas having thus got Mo&adcr into 'his 
Hcgyra3i7. power, compelled.http to furretid<r the Ca, T 
Ch,wr. 929. lipjxate ; and that prince did foon the fpot, 
in prefence of many witnefles : they then 
brought forth Caher, bis brother^ whom 
Munas caufed to be proclaimed Caliph by 
the foldiery ; and couriers were; immediately 
difpatched to all the provinces, to inform the 
people of that event. x ' 

T*^ k 7 ^ ut 01> l ^ 6 ncxt ^*J another revolution 
and rcpi^e^ happened, which reftored things to their 
Moaadcr on former ftate. The* troops demanded their 
the throne. p a y : ^ ut vt ff^ vs being in fuch a condition, 

that the new Caliph was tutabfc to fatisfy 
their demands, *hcy were intreated td have 
a little patience* JE^raged at the d^lay, they 
eptered the paladin a ^tumultuous manner* 
killed an officer called BariKV who had^lately 
been appointed captain of the* guard by Ga- 
her, and began to cry out Mo£bader j Mo#a- 
der ! At this cry, part of the fcldiers w$nt 
to the houfe of Munas, took out J\4o&ader, 
and brought him in triumph to ths parade; 
Thofe who began the tumult, feeing him ap- 
pear, pulled down Caher from the throne* 
placed Modader thereon, and inftantly 
brought his brother before 'him, to know 
how he fhould be dealt with, They, for the 
moft part, required he (houldf be put to 
death. "•••./ 

But at fight of him, the Caliph, being 
himfelf greatly dtfeoncerted at thefe ftraogf 
events^ gave him his hand, faying to him, 

< c Conie 
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u Come near, brother* you are not guilty of Mcjctader. 
what has pafled ; be comforted," added he, Hcgyra 317. 
embracing him, " I fwear that I will never Ch# XTt 92 & 
do you the leaft ill turn." Caher only re- 
turned this fhort anfwer : <c O commander 
of the faithful, God knows my heart." A$ 
to Munas, he quitted Bagdat the inftant that 
Mo&ader reafcended the throne $ but he kept 
up a correfpondence there, which foon caufed 
a new revolution. 

The Karmathians, who had remained Hegyra 318. 
quiet during thefe commotions, foon tOQk 'a*- 93°* 
the field again. They marched from Ac^LfhS, 
province of Baharein, where Abu Thaher m C col 
had fixed their quarters, and took the road 
to Mecca, under the conduct of that prince. 
Their march was but one continued ravage, 
which . became more furious as they ap- 
proached the neighbourhood of that city ; 
they afterwards laid fiege to Mecca, carried 
it by ftorm, and Hew more than thirty thou- 
fend perfons. But what muft have given in- 
finitely greater concern to all true Muflul- 
xnen, was their profanation of the temple of 
theCaabah : they took away the famous, black 
Aone, which, ever fince the days of Maho*? 
met, had been held in the highcft venera- 
tion by , the MufTulmen. They filled with 
dead bodtes the well of Zemzem, fo fa- 
mous, and held in fo great reverence by the 
Arabians : in fhort, they did all in their 
power to • infult the whole nation, and the 
Caliph in particular* who, as the head of re* 
•; ; . ligion, 
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MecrADz*. ligion, muft have been afie&ed in a m oft lively 

Hegyra 318. manner with the indignities committed in a 
€*.«.«* ^ which had bccn ^ nurfery of Muf ^ 

fttlmanifm. 
Hcgyra 319. Having thus pillaged Mecca, Abu Thahcr 
Ckaw. 931. u^rchgd towards Bagdat ; and leaving the 
They make main body of his troops in a place at a con- 
incuifionsto fiderable diftsnee, he went with about one 
hooTof Ba^ thoufand men to fkirmiih in the neighbour-* 
dat. hood of that capital -, after which he pafled the 

Tygris, and. advanced fo near, that it was high 
time to think of flopping his progrefs. The 
Cal iph appointed to the command on that oe+ 
caiion, one of his captains named Abu Sage, 
who having affembled about thirty thoufand 
men, marched out and encamped at fome 
diftance from the poft which Thaher occu- 
pied. He fent one of hi* officers to recon- 
noitre the rebel's forces, and finding that 
they amounted to no more than one thou- 
sand men, he wrote to the Caliph, and with 
great confidence afiured him that he would 
loon deliver up Thaher to him as a prifoner, 
to be dealt with according to his pleafuue. 
Mo&ader being delighted with this promife, 
and being always apprehenfive that the ene- 
my would elude him, wrote back oa the 
fpot, and commanded his generai forthwith 
to break down the bridge on the Tygris, that 
Abu Sage def- he might not make his efcape. 
m^whkh e " " Abu Sage, relying an his fuperior nam- 
caufes the de- bers> did no* deign at firft to draw a fword 
£? CaU ?• t 8 Q feft the Karmathian * and as he ha4 fo*- 
troops- *- -- ^ k merly 
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iherly been acquainted with him, he fent an M6ctame, 
officer to inform him, that out of regard to^S** 3«* 
the friendfhip that had once fubfifted l*^""-* 1 * 
tween them, he would now advife him to 
furrender, or to take the moft ipeedy means 
for making his efcape. 

Abu Thaher, who was one of the moft 
unlikely men in the world to relifh fuch ad- 
vice, afked the number of Abu Sage's troops b 
The officer anfwering, that he had thirty 
thoufand men. "Tell him from me," re- 
plied the Karmathian, " that if he has thirty 
thoufand men, he has not three fuch fellows! 
as mine are." Thereupon he caufed three 
of his foldiers to be called, and commanded 
the firft to ftab himfelf, and he obeyed with- 
out the leaft hefitation : he ordered the fe- 
cond to throw himfelf into the Tygris, and 
he forthwith precipitated himfelf into the 
fiver t and the third, he commanded to a£- 
cend 1 lofty tower, and throw himfelf down 
to the bottom, and he immediately did fo# 
Then addreffing himfelf to the muflulman 
officer, who had been a witnefe of what 
had paffed, " Do you think," faid he, " that 
a prince who has fuch foldiersj need fear the 
great number of his enemies ? For your 
part, I will give you quarter ; becaufe you 
do no more than your matter has command- 
ed : but depend upon it, you (hall foon fee 
your general chained up amongft my dogs." 

The muffulman officer being returned, 
Vitid having given an account of what he had 

feen 
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Moctader. fcen and heard, Abu Sage treated the fpeecfe 
H*gyr* 319. of the Karmathian as a ridiculous bravado, 
Cfcu «r. 931. fa w j 1 i c } 1 }j e W ould foon give him due cor- 
rection ; and he deferred taking the necef- 
fary fteps to furround him (as he had pro- 
mifed the Caliph) till .the next day ; but the 
Karmathian did not give him an opportunity. 
As he was perfuaded that the Muffulmen y 
depending on their fuperiority of numbers, 
would be off their guard, he refoived to be 
before-hand with them, and to attack them 
as foon as poflible in their camp : and there^- 
fore, on the envoy's departure, Abu Thaher 
fent out fome perfons to reconnoitre the 
pofture of the enemy 5 and having confi- 
dered the account they gave him of the mu£ 
fulman encampment, he iffued orders for an 
attack the following night. 

The Karmathians, affifted by the dark-' 
nefs, having approached undifcovered, fell 
pn a fudden upon Abu Sage's camp with 
fuch fury, that great part of his troops were 
flain, before it was well known that the enemy 
was in the camp > and the (laughter conti- 
nued for a long time. This terrible alarm 
fo intimidated the Muffulmen, that they 
cculd not be prevailed on to make ufe of 
their weapons in their own defence. A 
great number of them took to flight ; and 
fome of the fugitives, not knowing whither 
they went, (fo dark was the night) fell in 
amongft the Karmathians, who knocked 
f hern on the head* Abu Sage allembled 

round 
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. round about him a number of his braveft ItocfAo**. 
foldiers; but their refiftance. was ineffectual; Hegvra3i 9 . 
the Karmathians cut them in pieces, agd at " "•s? 1 - 
laft feized Abu Sage hhnfelf, whom they 
brought to their general. Abu Thahir 
dealt with him as he had threatened to do, 
when the muffulman officer came to per* 
fuade him to furrender ; he chained. him up 
amongft his dogs. 

Abu Thaher contenting himfelf with 

having gained £o confiderable an advantage 

in the very figh^ of the court, retired with 

.his prifoners and the booty he had taken; 

, and by his departure tranquillity was reftored 

to the city of Bagdat* 

But a ftorm foon arofe, which brought ^ C *M* 
about a revolution. Although Moftader ° ^ap^JT 
had promifed Caher that he would bury in hend*L 
oblivion the injury he had done him in de- 
priving him of the Caliphate, yet he cauied 
him to be feized and put in prifon. Kon- 
demir, from whom this fad: is taken, adds, 
that the Caliph intended to put him to death. 
It is probable that Caher did not entertain a 
due lenfe of his brother? clemency, but had 
been guilty of fome mw crime j and it ap* 

Eears, that from the time of the infurreSion . 
y which Caher wa9 plftced on the throne* 
he kept up his connections with Mimas, and 
found means, though a prifoner, to carry 
on a correfpondence with him, by the aflifi> 
ance of one of that eunuch's brothers, .wba* 
lived at Bagdat : fpr as to Munas, he had 
Vol III. Z kept 
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Moctaoc*. kept himfelf at a diftancc ever fince the in- 
Hegyra 519. jury he had done to Mo&ader, by railing his 
Cksr.931. brother to the throne. 

Munas, who was doubtlefs weary of be- 
ing thus condemned to banifhment, of which 
he could exped no end fo long as Mo&ader 
lived, agreed with Caher to deftroy that 
prince.' The eunuch imparted the fecret to 
a barbarian, a bold intrepid man, and ready 
to undertake any thing for money; fothat, 
in confidcration of a large fum which was 
promised him, he engaged to kill the Caliph. 
The aflaffin had a qualification which re- 
commended him to Modader : he was the 
beft horfeman in the country ; and as the 
Caliph took great delight in tilts and tour- 
naments, he often entertained his court with 
that diverfion ; at which the barbarian was 
always prefent, and gained great admiration 
for his fkill and agility. 
He is afiaffi- • One day when a tournament was held 
Mt *^ by order of the Caliph in the principal 

iquare of Bagdat, the barbarian appeared, 
and pleafed the whole aflembly, by the 
graceful manner in which he managed his 
horfe, and by die dexterity he fhewed in 
running at the head. TheCaliphcaufedhim 
to repeat it feveral times > and as the guard, 
which furrounded that prince, prevented 
him from feeing all that palled in the fquare, 
he ordered them to fall back into a line on 
each fide of him, that his view might not 
be interrupted : the barbarian thus finding 

« the 
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the way open to the prince, galloped to-MporAMiu 
wards him, and thrufting a lance into his J^gy* 3>9* 
breaft, rode off full fpeed. Ch « ■* «'• 

His defign was to have gone inftantly to The aflkffi^a 
the prifon where Caher was confined, and dc * th * 
to have imparted the event to perfons ex- 
prefsly provided, who only waited his arrival 
to force open the prifon-doors ; but he did 
not go fo far : in crofiing the market-place* 
his horfe, who was ftartifh, took fright on 
feeing an af$ loaded with brufh faggots, 
which dragged on the ground. The noife 
occafioned the horfe to rear up againft a 
butcher's flail, and the aflaflin waa hung by 
the throat on one of the hooks, his horfe at 
the fame time running away from under 
him. 

The Caliph's attendants, who purfued 
the murderer, foon came there, and finding 
him thus hanging, and almoft dead, they 
prepared to make him feel a more cxquiilte 
punifhment for his crime, whilft he was yet 
alive. They took the load of faggots which 
were at hand, put them under the barbarian, 
fet them on fire, and burned him. 

As to the Caliph, he fell the moment he 
received the wound, and died in a fhort 
time. He was about thirty-eight years old, 
and had reigned near twenty-five years. H* 
left three children, Radi, Moktaphi, and 
Mothi, who all reigned after Caher their 
uncle. 

Z 2 The 
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Moctader. The death of Modtader is related in a 
Hegyra 319. different manner by other authors. El Ma- 
Ch.str.931. ki n f a y S> t hat Munas having been informed 
7^ maimer ^t Mo&ader had formed a refolution of 

in Which bl .,.*,., r r 1 • r 1 J 

Makin relates taking him by force from his aiylum, ana 
die Caiiphv putting him in prifon, had collected a body 

of troops, and came and fat down before 
Bagdat : that the Caliph put himfelf at the 
head of his own forces, and marched out to 
attack him ; and that a bloody adtion enfued, 
in the heat of which Modtader having been 
taken by a body of barbarians, was killed by 
one of them, who cut off his head and pre- 
fented it to Munas. 
Abd FaragSus Abul Faragius indeed agrees, that Munas 

iS^t'of" came wit k forccs to attack Bagdat ; but he 
this,andfome gives us to under ft and, that he did not mean 
other drcum- t0 ^^ fa s j orce a pr a i nj ft t he Caliph; and that 

fiances of his , . , r o r » 

reign. his dehgn was only to take revenge of the • 

vizir, with whom he was highly offended. 
He adds, that at the time Munas laid fiege 
to Bagdat, the Caliph was an utter ftranger 
both to his revolt and his proceedings -, a ;d 
that being under the greateft furprize to be 
attacked at a time he was fo unprepared to 
fuftain a fiege, his minifters advifed him to 
go out to meet his enemy, in fuch a manner 
as might either mollify him, or prevail on 
his troops to defert him $ and the beft expe- 
dient they could contrive was, that the Ca- 
iiph attended by the doctors of the law, each 
having the Koran open on his breaft, fhould 
- appear 
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appear before the befiegers, on, which. theyMocTAOE*. 
doubted not but the greateft part of the re-Hegy^i^ 
bels would quit Munas, and come to the cluaer *^** 
Caliph's affiftance. 

This advice was followed, but without 
fuccefs. The Caliph went out of Bagdat, 
and would have approached the enemy's 
camp -, but, inftead of feeing the befiegers 
come to join him, he was abandoned even 
by thofe that had accompanied him : he 
therefore refolved to return into the city, 
when he was met by fome foldiers. As they 
appeared to have no good defign, Mottader 
faid to them, " Remember 1 am the Ca- 
liph." " We know thee well, bafe man," 
replied they* and one of them having given 
him a blow which felled him, the others 
put an end to his life. They then ftripped 
him, cut off his head* and left the body 
naked in the midit of a field, where it was 
found by a labourer, who dug a grave and 
buried it on the fpot. The head having been 
brought to Munas, it is faid he was filled 
with grief to find, that his vengeance, which 
was defigned only againft the vizir, had 
caufed the deftrudtion of the Caliph. This 
is the account given by Abul Faragius. 

The fame author, fpeaking of the charac- 
ter of thia prince, fays,. That though he was 
no more, than thirteen years of age when he 
afcended the throne, he fliewed he had no 
mind to be governed; that all Bagdat talked 
of the fpirit he fhewed i and that the vizir 

Z 3 fufpe<SU 
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Moctadii. fufpt&ing the young prince of a defign to 
Hegyra 319. take away his poft, formed a projedt to de* 
GL «r-93i. p f i ve him c f t he crown, and to place k ofl 
the head of Caher j but that the minister 
changed his opinion, when he found the 
Caliph was better inclined towards him. 
Abul Faragius adds, that the vizir was 
fhortly afterwards affaffinated by Hoffain 
ebn Hamadan, who having been concerned 
with the vizir in the confpiracy againft the 
Caliph, was apprehensive that minifter would 
one day make the prince his enemy. The 
fame author continuing his relation, fays, 
That Hoffain perfifting in the defign he had 
formed with the vizir, found means to drive 
Mo&ader from the throne, of which he had 
juft taken poflefiion ; that to this end he 
caufed Motaflem to be proclaimed, and gave 
him the firname of Mo&adi-Billah 5 that he 
afterwards caufed it to be fignified to Mofta- 
der, that he muft quit the imperial palace ; 
that the young prince defired he would wait 
till the next day, which having been grant- 
ed, he took advantage of the refoite, and 
prepared for his defence; that Hoffain com- 
ing on the morrow with the new Caliph to 
take pofleffion of the palace, found all Moc- 
tader s attendants under arms, who refufed 
him entrance : that they came to blows, the 
action was bloody, and lafted the whole day; 
and that at length Moftader's party prevailed* 
and Hoffain efcaped into Mefopotamia. Mo- 
taffem, who was thus illegally made Caliph, 

and 
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and who had appointed a vizir, fled into theMocTADB*. 
Defert with his minifter; and -this is the.ac-Hegyra3i9. 
count given by Abul Faragius of the firft**'" - * 31 ' 
depofing of Mo&ader. 

In a fhort time that prince, who is rcpre- 
fcnted by fome authors, and particularly by El 
Makin, as a man of the utmoft indolence, 
foon fhewed the contrary, according to Abul 
Faragius. A fedition arofe in Bagdat, which 
was probably occafioned by the fecret prac- 
tices of Hoffain and his party. The citi- 
zens and merchants were robbed or affaffi- 
nated in their own houfes ; and the muti- 
neers threatened to plunder the whole city. 
Modtader in perfon headed his troops, put 
part of the rebels to the fword, and fuch 
as they feized were foon afterwards publickly 
executed. 

In writing the life of Mo&ader I have 
followed the opinion of El Makin, which 
feemed to me the more probable, as Abul 
Faragius himfelf, who has defcribed that 

{>rince, as fo adtive and valorous in his ear- 
ieft youth, has not through his whole reign 
furnifhed us with another proof in fupport 
of that affertion : whereas, according to the 
pi&ure drawn of him by El Makin, he was 
indolent at the beginning, and continued fb 
to be until his death. 

. During the reign of this prince, a famous s»ry of Hot 
man, named Hoffain Hallage, was exe- <*"* HaUag*- 
cuted. He had for a long time gained great 
refped from the people in the feveral parts 

Z 4 where 
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Moctader. where he had inhabited : he was fuppofed 

Hegyra3i9. to have the gift of revelation, and it was 

CL aer. 931. rC p 0r tcd that he could difcover the moft fe- 

cret thoughts. He led a very auftere life j 

and it is even aflerted, that during a long 

refidence in Arabia, he lived a whole year 

in a cave, bare-headed, and unprovided of 

rayment fuitable to the different feafons : he 

fafted often in the year, and for many <lays 

together took no food ; after which he broke 

his faft, only by eating three mouthsful of 

bread and drinking a little water. , 

His difcourfe was fuitable to his wife con- 
duct j he preached up the ftridteft morality, 
and above all fpoke of the love of God with 
fo gre^t zeal and enthufiafm, as might per- 
fuade the hearers he Was thoroughly affedted 
by it <c Seventy years have pafled," would 
he often fay," fince the divine flame was firfl; 
lighted up in my entrails ; they would have 
been entirely con fumed, but for a fpark of 
him who is fbvereign truth, which gave a 
new life to my afhes. He alone, who is in-, 
flamed by the fame fire, can tell how great 
is my burning/' After which he cried out, 
" Oh ! divine love, fly to my fuccour, that 
we may be infeparably united ; thou alone, 
O Lord, knoweft the condition of a heart 
which burneth with the love of thee/' 

He often mixed with his difcourfe many 
things which have induced fome authors to 
believe he was z. Chriftian. For exajhple, 
he often cried out in a, tranfport, "Be he 

for 
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for ever praifed, who manifested to us his Moctade*. 
humanity, concealing at the fame time his Hegyra 319. . 
divinity, which pervades all things, info-' - 3Srt 93 l * 
much that he condefcended to appear 
amongft us, eating and drinking like us/* 
And at the time fentence of death was pafled 
on him, he only faid, c< He that invites 
me to .the banquet, . does me no wrong in 
making me drink of the cup which he him- 
felf drank of before his death." This was 
the very language of the martyrs. 

But the fame enthufiaft, who w as fufpedt- 
ed of being a Chriftian, obferved the muf- 
fulman law with the greateft punctuality, 
and performed, the pilgrimage to Mecca, as 
a follower of Mahomet : arid it was eveii 
on account of this pilgrimage, that a dif- 
pute arofe which brought him t6 a fhamefut 
end. 

. This cataftrophe happened at Bagdat, 
where he came to refide about the 309th 
year of the Hegyra, after having dwelt a long 
time at Mecca. His aufterity, his piety, and 
the religious ftrain which abounded in his 
diic0urfe, all contributed to gain him a great 
number of followers, but at the fame time 
to raife up againft him many enemies, efpe- 
daily amongft the dodtors of the muflulman 
law, who refolved tQ deftroy him. They 
therefore diligently fought for the means of 
accufing him ; and as they could find 119 
fault with his life, they confined themfelves 
(0 his doctrine. Their firft attempts to dif- 

* cover 
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Moctader. cover fome error therein was fruitlefs ; he 
Ucgyra3i9. boldly flood the trial, and Fully refuted all 
Clk.».93i. their arguments* but the do&ors having 
been informed he had taught bis difciples 
that they might difpenfe with themfelves 
from performing the journey to Mecca, his 
adversaries ftuck to that point, and thereon 
he was condemned. 

He was interrogated therefore, whether a 
man might decline going a pilgrimage to 
Mecca? He anfwered (agreeable to what 
he had already advanced in his writings) 
" That he might abfolutely do fb, but on 
the following conditions: Firft, He muft 
fet apart a room of his houfe, which muft 
be kept very neat and clean, but without the 
leaft furniture. Secondly, That he fhould 

?*mit no perfon to enter therein. Thirdly, 
hat all the accuftomed ceremonies were to 
be performed, and the ufual prayers recited 
there. Fourthly, That after having obr 
ferved all the duties prefcribed by the law, 
as an equivalent for the trouble, fatigue and 
hazard of the journey, which was difpenfed 
with, he fhould aflemble together thirty or* 
phans in the fame place, who fhould be 
cloathed and fed during thirty days. He 
was befides perfonally to wait on them at 
table, and upon difraifling them, give to 
^ach thirty drachmas." 

At this rate, the difbenfation for the 
voyage to Mecca fhould teem to have been 
fet at a high price ; and indeed, what the 

prifoner 
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prifontr fubftituted ia the place of that pH~ Moctadh. 
grimage, might h^ve feemed very reafon- H «gyia 3*9- 
able to a Muffulman : but yet it was the 4 **** 931 * 
caufe of his condemnation. The Cadi, of 
chief magiftrate, judged him worthy of 
death, and the reft of the afiembly joined 
With him in opinion* 

When fentence was pafled, the prifoner 
calmly faid to his judges, " You ought not 
to have dipped your hands in my blood ; my 
faith is the fame with that of all true Mu£ 
fulmen \ my do&rine is truly orthodox, and 
I have always carefully followed the tradi* 
tions of our forefathers ; my. Writings will 
inconteftably prove this fatft. You condemn, 
me from human views ; your fentence is 
uhjuft! My fole confolation is, that I die 
innocent 5 and juft heaven will fureiy re- 
venge my death." 

This pretended criminal was ibon exe- 
cuted \ and they put him to as painful a 
death, as if he had committed the moft 
atrocious crimes. They firft cruelly fcourged 
him with rods \ after which they cut off his 
arms and legs, and at laft his head. The 
trunk and limbs were forthwith burned, and 
ihe aflies thrown into the Tygris. As to the 
head, it was fixed on the point of a lance, 
and fct up in a publick part of the city. 

£1 Makin relates, that Mo&ader was fa- 
vourable to the Chriftians ; and that a go- 
vernor of Egypt having laid a tax on the 
tt&ops, monks, &c. in the year 313, that 

prince 
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Mocta»e*. prince took • it «fif# again, and ordered, that 
Hegy»3i9. they fhould'bi faffeifed to enjoy the immu- 
Ch.sr.931. n itie9 which the author of their vocation 

had granted to them. 

The fame writer adds, That in die faid 
year 3 1 3, there appeared in Egypt a bright 
radiant ftar, followed by an immenfe red 
flame, which reached from north to fouth, 
and* appeared to be thirty fathoms longi and 
about two fathoms broad, wreathed like a 
ferpent. 
Rife of the During the reign of this prince, and about 

fSSH Ac the 2 9 8th y car of the He gy ra > Aba M6 - 

hammed Qbeidallah, who maybe called the 
Founder, or at leaft the forerunner of the 
Dynafty of the Fatipiites, fo famous in the 
muffulman hiftory, eftablifhed himfeif in 
Africa. He claimed to be defcended from 
Ali, the prophet's fon-in-law, and in order to 
j*ain ftill greater refpeft and veneration, he 
drew his pedigree from Ali, by Fatima* 
Mahomet's favourite daughter. For which 
caufe, inftead of calling himfelf barely an 
Alian, he chofe rather to affume the name 
of a Fatimite; a name which was borne by 
his defcendants, and under which they 
reigned a long time in Africa and Egypt. 

The defcent of thofe princes from Ali and 
Fatima was ftrongly contefted. And Da- 
-hebi, an old Arabian author, fays that none 
-but ignorant pcrfons would call them Fatt- 
mites ; and. that, far from being defcended 
from fo illuftrious a ftock, he knew, from 

undoubted 
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undoubted authority, that Obeidallah was Moctade*. 
either one of the Magi, or a Jew by re- He gy ra 3 J 9- 
ligion, and a lockfmith by profefiion; and -^-M 1 - 
that he had for a long time carried on his 
trade at Salarniah, a town in the diftridt of 
Emeffa in Syria. 

But however that was, it is certain that 
Obeidallah made a great figure amongft the 
Mufiulmen j and that having given himfelf 
out to be a prophet, he foon gained a great 
number of difciples, whom he put under 
arms f and bywhofe means he made conquefts. 
His firft expedition was againft the Aglabites, 
fo called from Aglab, who having been ap- 
pointed by Haroun governor of the province 
of Africa, found means to make himfelf ab- 
folute mafter of the country, and thereto 
.to add other conquefts $ of all which he and 
his pofterity had, continued to be the fove- 
tfeigns, from the 1 84th year of the Hegyra 
to the 298th year of the fame, at which 
time Ziadat-Allah, the laft prince of that 
; Dynafty ? was defeated by Obeidallah, and 
deprived of his dominions. The latter main- 
tained his ground againft his enemies, and 
tranfmitted his power to his defendants, 
vwho after having reigned many years in 
Africa, with great tranquillity, conquered 
Egypt from the Akfchidians, Mention will 
{ oftep b$ made of that illuftrious family in 
.the fequpl of this hiftory. 
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Hegyra 320. 

ca.1tr.93a. Thc THIRTY-EIGHTH CALIPH. 



Okcr'3 /~1AHER, third fon of Mothaded, who 
^^^ V-^l was in prifon at thc time of his brother's 
death, was immediately afterwards released, 
in order to be placed on the throne. This 
prince was remarkable only on account of 
his vices. He was capricious and cruel, 
without honour, without feeling, exceflivelv 
covetous, and made ufe of all, even the moft 
barbarous means, to gratify his paflion for 
money. Such is the picture hiftorians have 
given us of the monfter whom the Saracens 
proclaimed Caliph after Mb&adcr. Hap- 
pily his reign was fhort. On account of his 
crimes he loft his crown, after having worn 
it about eighteen months ; and the miferable 
life he led from the time of his depriviation, 
was a juft, but too mild a punifiiment for the 
wickednefs of his reign. 

So foon as this prince was in pofleffion of 
tjic throne, he gave fignal proofs of his ava- 
rice and cruelty, by caufing a ftrid enquiry 
to be made touching all fuch as had lived 
with Mo&ader, that he might take from 
them the riches they had received from 
him. He did not even fpare his own- mo- 
ther, (who was alfo mother to the late 
j£*lif)fc*} jie caufed her to appear before him f 

and 
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and afked her were (he had placed her Caher. 
riches ? The princefs having anfwered that 5*8^* 320# 
(he had no money, and that her whole pro- ' m ^ u 
pcrty confifted in cloaths and hou {hold-fur- 
niture; Caber, who firmly believed the con- 
trary, threatened her with the moft rigorous 
treatment, if (he did not immediately make 
a difcoyery of her money and jewels. And 
as {he ftill perfifted in denying, he com- 
manded that {he fhould be hanged up by 
the heels in bis prefence, and was fo bar- 
barous as to ftrikc her with his own hands, 
faying at each blow, cc Tell me, where is 
your money ?" The princefs continuing fted- 
faftly to affirm that {he was not miftrefs of 
any, he caufed her to be loofed, and fent 
back to her apartment, where {he fhortly died. 

As Caher was determined at all events to 
get fomc money from his mother, he re- 
fumed all the donations and prefents (he had 
made, and moreover caufed all her furniture 
and effects to be publickly fold. The mef- 
feogers who came to put the infamous order 
in execution found her alive ; but this cruel 
blow ferved to haften her approaching end. 

He beftowed the fame kind of treatment on 
the friends and fervants of his lite brother : 
the greateft part of them were put to the tor- 
ture, that they might be forced to give up their 
fubftance, which was the only way of avoid-* 
ing tbofe horrid torments. Even his vizir was 
not exempt from his fury. He had juft no- Hegyra 321. 
minated to that poft a perfbn of great credit Ch - **• 933- 

araongft 
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Cahek» amongft theMuffulmen, called EbnMoclach. 
Hegyra 321. Hewasvizir under the preceding Caliph; but 
. ar,933. e ^ ia through caprice of the prince, or court 
intrigues, he remained only one year in that 
office, and lived privately till the advance- 
ment of Caher, who reftored him to his 
poft 5 and in a fhort time, for fome difguft 
which is not particularly mentioned, caufed 
his right fyand to be cut off, and yet conti- 
nued him in the fame employment. 
A confpimcy Thefe horrid and repeated cruelties raifed 
TOfeCaher. *" ^ e indignation of the people, and particu- 
larly of the nobles, who were continually 
apprehenfive, that the favage Caher would 
deal with them in like manner, in order to 
feize their eftates. A confpiracy was there- 
fore formed by three amongft them to (hake 
off the yoke, and free the ftate from fo op- 
preflive a tyrant. 

Munas was one of the firft that engaged 
to revenge the honour of the crown, fo 
fcandaloufly. fullied by the avarice and cru- 
elty of the fovereign. Balik, the high cham- 
berlain, joined Munas, and prevailed on his 
fon AH to engage in the plot. It was thought 
they might fafely impart it to the vizir Moc- 
lach, who was very ready to affift in de- 
throning a prince who had fo cruelly ufed 
him. The confpirators found means to add 
to their number Zairac, captiain of the pa* 
Jace-guard, who. promifed them his utmoft 
afliftance; and from that moment they 
looked on themfelves as fure :of the fiu> 
.cefe of .their defign. Zairac 
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Zairac, without delay, took the moft ef- Caher. 
fedtual meafures to fecure all the avenues to**£gyra 3 21 - 
the palace, and to prevent any perfons from '***' 933# 
entering there but fuch as were relations orTh eCa %k 
friends of the confpirators 3 but the veiy^t^and * 
day on which the blow was to be {truck, vents it. 
whereby the Caliph was to be deprived of 
his crown, the whole plot was difcovered to 
him by a Muflulman called Taharif, who 
had overheard all that pafled at the laft con- 
ference held by Munas and his party. He 
difguifed himfelf in female attire, and found 
means to flip into the palace, and to get 
into Caher's apartment. He revealed to him 
the names of the chief confpirators, and ad- 
vifed him without delay to be on his guard, 
for that the ftorm would burft on that very 
day after evening-prayer ; and that Ali, the 
fon of Balik, would appear the firft to feize 
him. 

The Caliph, who began already to be ap- 
prehenfive of fome uncommon event by the 
ftir he obferved amongft his guards, made 
no doubt of the truth of Taharif 's ftory ; 
he therefore dire&ed him inftantly to apply 
to the family of Said, to inform them of his 
dangerous Situation, and to order them to 
fend him fpeedy affiftance : he at the fame 
time pointed out a private way, by which 
the fuccour might fafely come to him, if they 
took due precaution to avoid the guards who 
were pofted near it. 

Vol. III. A a Ta- 
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Caheji. Taharif complied with the Caliph's or* 

Hegyra 321. ders, and all things fecmed happily to con* 
933- fpi re in his defence. The houfe of Said 
provided themfelves with fhort weapons 
which they concealed under their garments, 
and entered the palace by the way the Ca- 
liph had pointed out. That prince placed 
them in different apartments, and ordered 
them to remain concealed, until they (hould 
receive further orders from him. 

So foon as evening-prayer was Qffe*, AH 
ben Balik went to the palace, and offered to 
go to the Caliph, but he was deniod entrance 
into his apartment. He began to quarrel 
with the door-keepers, relying upoft being 
fupported, in cafe of need, by the very guards 
whofe commandant wa* in the plot ; but to 
his great furprize, fome of the Said's ap- 
peared with arms, who feized him, and 
placed him in a room, under a proper guard* 
. The confpirators impatiently waited for 
news of Ali's enterprize; but they could 
hear none, except that he had at firft beea 
denied admiflion to, the Caliph* and that 
they had afterwards permitted him to enter. 
This account had a difie*eitf effect upoa 
the confpirators. Moclach i^gining the 
plot was difcovered, iijftantly provided fpr 
his own fafety, and i$»de his efeepc. B&- 
lik, on the contrary, who did a©t in the 
*leaft fufpeft it, and whofe thoughts, were- 
turned only on the infult coiftttjitted Qn his 
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fan, in denying him entrance into the apart- Caher. 
ments, went to the palace to complain of it : Hegyra 321. 
he was admitted to the Caliph's prefence, ch# **' 9iy 
and was there apprehended. 

Upon this Caher immediately fent one of 
his attendants toMunas, defiring his fpeedy 
prefence about an affair of importance, in 
which he wanted his advice. Munas made 
ibme difficulty to comply, and with good 
reafbn ; but, in all probability, he was igno- 
rant that the Sai'ds were in poffeflion of 
the interior part of the palace : however, being 
earnestly intreated by the meflenger, he yield- 
ed, and went with him. He croffcd the 
apartments tilt he came to that of the Caliph ; 
and fo ibon as the door was opened, Caher 
advanced to meet hi**, and feizing him by 
the garment, commanded fuch of the Saids 
as were at hand to apprehend him, and keep 
him clofe prifoner. 

The Caliph then going into another room, 
commanded that the head of Ali fhould be 
inftantly brought him in a difli. His com- 
mands having been obeyed on the fpot, the 
Caliph took the difli, and entering the room 
where Balik was guarded, he placed the 
head of his fon on a table near him, and go- 
ing out told him, that if he did not know 
whofe it was, he would give him a little 
time to difcover it. How {hocking ar fight 
mud thifr be to a father ? and how fatal a pre* 
fage to Balik himfelf? And indeed his fate was 
foon decided The Caliph having, afforded 

A a 2 him 
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Caher. him a fhort fpace to view the head of his 
Hegyra32i. dear fori, commanded the father's head to 

Cll. .w. 933. be a | fo cut Q ff an( j pl ace( J i n t h e f ame difli, 

which he ordered to be brought to him. So 
foon as this was done, he again took the difh, 
carried it to the room where Munas was in 
cuftody, and fet it before him. The eu- 
nuch ftiuddering at fo horrid a fight, cried 
out, " May the curfe of God light on the 
author of fuch barbarity !" The Caliph did 
not give him time to fay any more ; he 
caufed his head to be cut off, and put in the 
fame difh with the two others. On the next 
day each of the heads was fixed on the point 
of ,a lance, and carried through all the ftreefe 
of Bagdat, preceded by the common cryer, 
who from time to time faid with a loud 
voice, " Behold the reward of thofe that 
•have broken their oath made to the Caliph, 
and who have endeavoured to raife distur- 
bances in the ftate." 
The Caliph's Thefe bloody executions being over, Ca- 
C A r u elt L t0 . her entertained not the leaft fear of any fu- 

Abu Ahmet. , , , . r f . { ,.- 

ture cabals, and gave a loofe to his cruel dif- 
pofition. He caufed the prince to be feized^ 
who, according to common report, was to 
have fupplied his place if the plot had fuc- 
ceeded : it was his own nephew Abu Ahmet, 
fon of the Caliph Moktaphi. He caufed 
him to be brought before him, and having 
carried him to a place called the Haram, 
which is the moft private part of the Seraglio, 

he commanded his attendants to feize him, 

; .. - .. and 
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and nail him up againft one of the partitions Caher. 
with four large nails which he had caufedHegyra32i. 
to be made for that purpofe. * Kr ' 933% 

' Whilft the unhappy Ahmet* was ex- He extorts a 
piring, Caher fent for Abu Jahia, a lawyer £ um of money 

r 6 -. j u j j * u fr Qni Jahia. 

of great repute, and who was deemed to be 
very rich. So foon as he appeared, the Ca- 
liph told him he flood in great need of the 
fum of two hundred thoufand denarii, and 
that he muft defire him to advance the mo- 
ney forthwith. 

Jahia pleading his inability of furnifhing 
fo large a fum, the Caliph interrupted him, 
and faid, " How is this? Abu Ahmet, who is 
in the next room, affu red me you were able to 
lend the money, and is of opinion you fhould 
do fo : go with me to him," added Caher, 
taking the lawyer by the hand. It may be 
eafily imagined to how great a degree Jahia 
was terrified, to fee even the Caliph's ntv 
phew expiring under fo uncommon a pu- 
nishment. He forefaw that if he continued 
to refufe a compliance with that prince's de- 
mand, he muft (hare the fame fate ; he 
therefore promifed, that he would ftrip him- 
felf of every thing to make up the fum in 
queftion. 

* El Makiti fpeaking of Ahmet, only fays that he was 
confined in a room, the door whereof the Caliph caufed to 
be walled up, and in which he fuffered that voung prince 
to die- of hunger. Kondemir fays almoft the lame thing. 

A a 3 This 
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Caher. This was the laft barbarous deed the Ca» 

Hcgyra3zz. liph executed. The vizir Moclach, who 
Cb. xr. 934. j ia j concea i e d himfelf ever fince the difco* 
Mociachform* very f t h c feft p i ot thirfted after a more 

a new confpi- r ' L1 * / - ,. 

ricyagainft favourable opportunity of revenging him- 
the Caliph, ffclf on the tyrant 5 and when he confidercd 
the hate and fury which had arifcn in the 
minds of all men on account of the cruel 
death of Ahmet, he thought a better occa- 
(ion could not offer. 

The nobility and great men of the ftate 
alfo murmured loudly. A general difcon- 
tent appeared, and nothing but a chief 
feemed wanting to excite a revolt. 

Moclach undertook to carry it into cxe«- 
cution : however, he dared not yet make 
his appearance ; but as he was a man full of 
artifice and cunning, he, though abfent, fo 
well managed the defign that it was attended 
with fuccefe. He drove to intimidate Sima, 
commander of the Turkifh militia, by caufing 
it to be insinuated to him, that confideiing 
the fenguinary difpofition of the Caliph, he 
had reafon to fear his own fafety. Sinia was 
fenfible of the truth of that obfervation, 
and conferred on this head with other offi- 
cers, who were filled with the fame appre- 
henfions. They earneftly required, that 
previous to any attempt a conference fhould 
» be held with Moclach, who confented, pro* 

per fecurity having been firft given to him ; 
and after a few conferences, it was agreed 

that 
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that Caher fhould be depofed; which was Caher* 
to be brought about in the following man- H ~gy ra 3«- 
ncr : as the pay of the troops was in arrear, ' 934 * 
the foldiers were to demand the money with 
loud cries, and without waiting for any an- 
swer from court, the officers and foldiers 
were. to afcend to the Caliph's apartment* 
and drag him thence, in order to put him in 
prifon, after which a fucceflbr was to be ap- 
pointed. 

The event of this plot was fuccefsful to 
the conlpirators. The foldiers having made 
the clamour agreed on, the officers, who 
only waited for that fignal, inftantly went 
to the Caliph's apartment, with fome troops. 
Caher having enquired into the caufe of the 
difturbance, was informed it was a revolt, 
which he could not poflibly guard againft, 
becaufe the confpirators were already in 
pofleffion of the palace. The Caliph ran with 
the utmoft fpeed through a gallery which 
led to a bath ; and finding that the confpira- 
tors broke open the doors, and fearched 
all the chambers, he found means to get 
on the roof of the bath, and there concealed 
himfelf ; but his purfuers fought after him 
fo diligently, that they difcovered him. 

They got out on the roof and feized him ; 
aftd Whether it was accidentally done in the Caher is de- 
hurry, or whether the thing had bean fo pored, and re* 

/•tit 1 . ° tt duced to the 

relolved, they put out his eyes. He was utmoftmifery. 
then carried to prifon, whence he was not 

A a 4 en- 
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Cahe*. enlarged till after the ele&ion of another 
Hegyra 322. Caliph. They appointed for him an apart- 
• * r - 934- ment i n the palace, of which he was foon 
deprived, without any revenue fettled for 
**^ his maintenance. And in fliort this wretched 

prince was reduced to a neceffity of begging 
his bread at the doors of the Mofques. El- 
Makin cites an author (without naming 
him) who had feen Caher in that miferable 
condition : c< Being once at Almanzor's 
mofque," fays he, " on aFriday, I faw a man 
brought thither cloathed in a robe with a 
double furr, which was much worn, and I 
heard him fay : Remember him who was 
once your Caliph, and who now begs your 
charity ." A ftrange revolution, by which 
that prince was punifhed for his crimes in 
a more grievous manner, than if they had 
deprived him of his life inftead of his fight 
and crown. 

He lived thus miferably till the 339th 
year of the Hegyra, when he died at Bag- 
dat, aged fifty two years, of which he had 
reigned about eighteen months. 

The family of the Buians, or Bouians, fo 
famous in eaftern ftory, was firft known du- 
ring the reign of this Caliph. Thofe princes 
were called Buians from Bui ah, the head of 
t that houfe. He was the fon of Kaba Khof- 
ru, who claimed his defcent from the mo- 
narchs of the fourth Dynafty of the Perfians, 
who were called Saffanites, from Saffan£rft 

prince 
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prince of that Dynafty, of which was the Cahek. 

famOUS ChofroeS. - Hegyra 323. 

Although Buiah pretended to be derived Ch# "• 934 ' 
from fo illuftrious a ftock, yet he was fo un- 
provided of the favours of fortune, that he 
lived very privately in a village in the coun- 
try of Dilem, which lies along the fputhern 
coaft of the Cafpian fea, from whence his 
pofterity were alfo called Dilemites. Buiah 
exercifed the bufinefs of a fisherman, and 
patted his days with his wife and family in 
great penury. His wife happening to die, 
he left the village, and went with his chil- 
dren to the houfe of one of his friends called 
Scheheriar ebn Roftam, where he refided 
for fome time. 

In this abode Buiah had a very extraordi* . 
nary dream. He thought he faw a great 
flame iffue out of his belly, which having 
in a jfhort time covered a vaft extent of coun- 
try, fuddenly arofe up to the heavens, and 
divided itfelf into three parts ; and he at the^ 
fame time few the people of the earth fall 
proftrate before {he three fires, aud beg their 
protection. 

Being uneafy to know the meaning of fo 
wonderful a dream, Buiah confulted an af- 
trologer who paffed for a very great adept in 
the interpretation of dreams. The aftrolo- 
ger having mufed a while, faid toBuiah, " You 
have three fons, who will all become fove-. 
reign princes : their power will be great* 

and 
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Caher. and fprcad over the earth in like manner as 

Hegym 323. you faw in your dream." 

Ch. ». 934. fiuiah, amazed at a prediction which fuked 
£o ill with his wretched condition, thought 
the aftrologer had jefted with him ; but the 
latter undeceived him, by continuing his dif- 
courfe in the following terms : " You may 
depend on what I fay ; and if you can tell 
me the hour in which your children were 
feverally born, I will like wife inform you of 
many other particulars." Buiah fatisfied 
him, and at the fame time brought his three 
children before him ; having calculated 
their nativity, and maturely considered his 
fcheme, he faluted the eldeft called Ali, and 
taking him by the hand, killed it, and faid to 
his father, " This is he that will be the firft 
monarch/' . He in like manner faluted the 
fecond named Haffan ; and the third called 
Ahmed, and faid to their father, c< Thefe 
two will alio have a {hare in the fove- 
reignty." 

The three brothers immediately refolved 
to take up arms, as the only means of verify- 
ing the prediction, and went into the fervice 
of Macan, king of the province of Ghilan 
in Perfia. They began to diftinguifh them- 
felves at the time when Macan having loft a 
battle againft a prince called Asfar, was on 
a fudden deprived of his dominions by the 
conqueror. The fons of Buiah inftantly 
abandoned Macan, and took on amongft 

the 
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the troops of Asfar ; and he having been Cahei. 
flain by a Karmathian in the 3 1 5th year of Hegyra 323. 
the Hegyra, Mardawigius, a prince famous ' **• 934 * 
both for his valour and ambition, feized with 
a ftrong hand the province of Ghilan, and 
at the fame time niade a conqueft of Di- 
lem, Mazanderan, and Tabareftan. The 
fons of Buiah foon made an offer of their 
fwords to that prince, who having heard of 
their bravery, readily employed them in his 
army, and fpeedily advanced them; and 
they were appointed to fuperior commands 
in the expeditions which that prince under- 
took for the conqueft of the provinces of 
Irak, Fars, and Southern Perfia. But Mar- 
dawigius having been killed at Ifpahan by 
one of his old flaves, called Jakem the 
Turk, and leaving no children, Ali, the el- 
deft of the three Buian brothers* who was 
then at the head of a vi&orious army, eafily 
made himfelf mafter of Perfia : thefe were 
the firft fteps which enabled thofe brothers 
to found that famous Dynafty, fo well 
known in hiftory by the name of the Buian 
Dynafty. It was at firft divided into three 
branches, and afterwards became only two, 
the princes whereof, for the moft part, reign- 
ed jointly at the fame time. 

Thofe three princes are commonly known 
only by the furnames which were given to 
them. Ali was called Amadeddulat ; Haf- 
fan, Rokneddulat ; and Ahmed, Moezed- 

dulat. 
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Cahkb. dulat. They were all great favourers of the 
Hcgyra323. fed: of Ali, probably becaufe the firft fo- 
Ch. xr. 934. vere ig n of their family was called Ali. We 
fhall foon fee them extend their power even 
toBagdat, and defpoticaliy govern both' the 
perfon and empire of the Caliphs, to whom 
they left only the bare fhew of authority. 
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ABbas-ben-Amrou lofes a battle againfl the Kar- 
mathians, who take him prifbner, 295. On what 
conditions he obtains his liberty, 296. 
Abbas of Mem draws up agronomical tables, 128. 
Abbas, the fon of Mamon, is proclaimed Caliph by fomefoldiers, 
161. He fwears allegiance to MotafTem, ibid. Confpiracy 
formed to place him on the throne, 172. His death, 173. 
Abassah, the Caliph's fitter, beloved by that prince, 70. She 
makes returns to Giafier's paffion, 7 1 . She marries him, 
and the Caliph prohibits them from taftfng the conjugal 
fweets, 72. Verfes fhe writes to GiafFer, to prevail on him 
to tranfgrefs the order, ibid note. She becomes with child, 
73. The Caliph finds his order has been infringed, and 
punifhes them, ibid. 
Ab assi a ns, their origin, 1. 
Abdallah, brother of Babek, efcapes with him from Caba- 

deg, 169. He is put to death, 171. 
Abdallah-ebn-Rashid, bad fuccels of his expedition againft 

the Greeks, 263. 
Abdallah, fon of Mbtaz, is declared Caliph inftead of 

Mo&ader, 320. His death, ibid. 

Ab doll ah caufes Abu'l Abbas to be proclaimed Caliph, 2. 

Meafures he takes to exterminate the Ommiyans, 3. He 

lays claim to the Caliphate after the death of Abu'l Abbas, 

8. He raifes troops, and marches againfl Almanzor, 10, 

'11. He lofes a battle and flies to Batorah, 12. He waits 

•" on the Caliph, who feigns a reconciliation with him, 13. 

He is deftroyed, together with his friends, 15, 
A bib a, daughter of Mamon, efpoufes Rizza, 117. 
Abu Ahmet, the fon of Moktaphi, dies in torments inflided 

by order of Caher, 356. 
Abu Giaffer. Mohammed, vizir to Motawakel, his cha- 
racter, 192. He contrives a new kind of punifhment, 193. 
*•■■-'- j Mota- 
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Motawakel makes him fufier death by the means he had in* 
vented, 194. 

Abu'i Abbas Saffah is pwckimed Caliph, 2. Why he 
was furnamed Safah, 5. His gratitude to Abdollah, ibid. 
His prayer, 6. His death, 7. Authors divided touching 
his polterity, ibid. 

Abu Mohammed Obeiballah* founder of the Fatimites, 
his origin and firft progreis, 348. 

Abu Muslim is appointed by Almanzor to proclaim him Ca- 
liph at Cufkh, 8. He command* the Caliph's troops 
againft Abdollah, u. Defeats him, 12. His reputation 
and great Hate gain him the hatred of Almanzor, 16. He 
quits the fervice in difguft, 10. He returns to court, de- 
ceived by the feigned carefles of the Caliph, 20. He is 
aiTallinated, 21. 

Abu Sacb is made general of the Karmathians, 3,34. 
Through his prefumptron his army is defeated, 335. He 
is taken prifoner, and Abu Thaher caufes him to be chained 
upamjOJOgii bis dogs* 33J. 

Abu Said, chief ofthe Karmathians, Bis concjuefts* 325. 
He is aflaflmated, ibid*. 

Abu Said Habah, another chief of the Karmathians, 295. 
He beats, the Caliph's troops, 296. He rives Abbas ms 
liberty on certain conditions,, ibid. He is, defeated and 
taken prifoner, 299. He, is lent to the Caliph, and re- 
proaches him as an ufurper,. ibid. He is put to death, 3P0. 

Aj*u Thahjbr, chief of the Karmathians* pretends- to be in- 
spired, 325. He ieizes Baforah, and ©renders a caravan, 
326. He drives to gain Abdallah's affections, 127. Pro- 
gofals he makes' to the Caliph, ibid. He takes Cufah, 32?. 

' Beats the Caliph's troops* and makes incurfions to the 
neighbourhood of Bagdat, 329, He retires to Hejar, where 
he builds a palace, 330. He facks Mecca, and defies, the 
Caabah; 333, Makes inroads ta the neighbourhood of 
Bagdat, 334. His anfwer to Abu Sage's, meflenger, 335, 
He furprifes the Caliph's, troops, and cuts them m pieces, 
336. He retires from. Bagdat,. 337. 

Apichin, his origin, 166. Be attacks Babek in AdKerbijan, 
and gains a vi&ory over him,. 167: Purlue* and beileges 
him in Cabadeg, l68. Sends hira prifoner to the Caliph, 
17 u He fbjaas a confpkacy againlLthe Caliph» 173. His 
death, 174. 

Aglab founds a-Dyoafty in Africa^ 349. 

Aclabites, by whom that Dynafty was founded, and when 
it was deftroyed, 349. 

Asm&d An Kora4 heads the party formed" againfE Wathek> 
184. He kdifcoveied and tent to the Caliph, .who beheads 
him, 1S5. Ahmbd 
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Akmid-bbn-Ismael, vizir to Motaz, advice he gives that 
Caliph, 241. His houfe is pillaged by the Turks* 246* 

Ahmed sbn Cothair rectifies Ptolemy's tables, 128. 

Ahmjkt ben Tholo* becomes fovereign in Egypt, 263. He 
takes feveral towns in Syria, 26 c. The Caliph demands 
afliilancc from him in relation to his brother MuafFek ; and 
what fteps he takes thereon, ibid. His death, 270. His 
character, ibid. His riches, ibid* His rife, 271. 

Ahmet ebn Mohammed, a learned Arabian in the reign of 
Mothadcd, 305. 

Alcendi, a learned man* who difttnguiihed himfelf in the 
reign of Motamed> 278. 

Alcoran. See Koran. 

Ali* the fon of Balik, joins his father againft the Caliph, 
352. He is apprehended, 354. He is flain, 355. 

An, pilgrimage* to his tomb prohibited by Motawakel* 195. 
He appears to Motawakel in a dream, 196. 

Albig*nsrs. See Zendians. 

Almanzor, on news of the death of Abu'l Abbas he ap- 
points Abu Muflim to proclaim him Caliph,. 8. He railes 
troops to oppofe Abdollah, and gives the command of 
them to Abu Muflim, 1 1 Snare he laid for Abdollah to 
draw him to court, 13. He puts him and his friends to 
death, 15. Caufeof his- hatred to Abu Muflim, 16. His 
avarice, 18. Means he ufcd to get Abu Muflim into his 
feands> 19. He affe&s to receive him with great cordiality, 
20. He cades him to be put to death, 21. Hefends- 
Giamhour to oppofe Sinam's revolt, 22. New inftance of 
his avarice, ibid. He appoints Mahomet ebn Afhar to re- 
duce Giamhour, 23. Trouble which the Ravendians caul© 
him, 24- How he difcovers that he is to be the founder of 
Bagdat, 27. He iflues orders for the building of that city,. 
28. He qjaells the parties that arofe againil him, 29. He is 
furnamed AJmansor, ibid. Name he gave to the city of 
Bagdat, ibid. He falls into a deep melancholy, ibiii He 
goes oil a* pilgrimage to Mecca, 30. Advice he gives to 
his fon, 3.1. His death, 32. His character, ibid. 

Alshczaram, mother to the Caliph Hadi, ill offices which 
her fon does her, 51. She has a considerable fhare in his 
death, 52. 

Amadeddulat, a Buian prince, before called Alt, feizes 
Perfia, ' • 

Amin, what fhare he had of the dominions of his father Ha- 
roan, 83. He is proclaimed Caliph, 93. He oppofes the 
difpofition made by his father's will, 94. His averfion to 
bufinefs, 95. He chufes Fadel for his vizir, 96. He con- 
irate that his fQn. ihojald.be acknowledged as his. fucceuor, 
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97. He fuppreffes the name of Mamon in the publick 
pravers, 98. He deprives Motaflem of the portion which 
his father had given him, ibid. He declares war againft 
Mamon, 100. His infenfibility on the progrefs made by 
Mamon, 103, 105. His people are enraged at his conduct, 
and depofe him, ibid. He regains their affection, and is 
reftored, 106. He flie3 from Bagdat, 107. He is be- 
iieged in his retreat, and treats with Harthamath, ibid. 
He begins his march to meet him, 109. He is killed by 
Thaher's foldicrs, in. His character, ibid. 

Amorium, a city of Afia Minor, Jacked by Motaflem, 176. 

Amrou ebn Leitz, fecond prince of the Dynafty of the 
SofFarites, makes a treaty with the Caliph, 262. Services 
he does for that prince, 306. He is made prifoner and fent 
to Mothaded, who caufes him to be flain, 309. 

As bah is concerned in the plot againft Motaflem, 173. 
His death, 174. 

Astrology judical, fondnefs of the orientals for that 
fcience, 289. Examples to fhew the emptinefs of its pre- 
dictions, 290. 

B. 

BABEK preaches a new do&rine, and caufes Perfia to re- 
volt, 164. He retires to Aderbijan, 165. He lofes a 
battle, and takes to flight, 167. He fhuts himfelf up in 
Cabadeg, which is taken by ftorm, 168. He flies to another 
place, 169. His haughtinefs in refpeft to the governor of 
that place, 170. Is delivered up to Affchin, 171. His 
end, ibid. 

Badir, is betrayed by Caflem, 310. He is killed, 311. 

Bagdat, foundation of that city, 28. Becomes the place 
of refidence of the Abaflians, 29. Different names it 
bore, ibid. Ceafes to be the capital of the empire, 162. 
The Caliphs again reiide there, 260. 

Bagher, a Turkifti officer, receives a fword from Motawa- 
kel, and is appointed to guard his perfon, 208. He joins 
in the plot formed againft that Caliph, 211. He kills him, 
212. His fpeech in an aflembly of the Turks under Mon- 
tafler, 221. Caufe of his hatred to Waffif, 233. Is put 
to death, 234. 

Baktishua, his favour with the Caliph, 215. His diigrace, 
216. 

Balik, Caher's high-chamberlain, joins in a confpiracy 
againft him, 352. Goes to the palace, and is appre- 
hended, 355. He is beheaded, 356, 

Bankial, a Turkifti officer, his imprifonment and death oc- 
casion an infurre&ion, 252. BarmE- 
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Barmecidje, their origin, 67. Their preferment un<k* the 
Ojamiyan* an4 Al?allians, jbi4. Their $&race * 7*. 
Their >ulo^um, 79. Various opinions on thp caufeof 
their disgrace, 81. 

Bill ah, what that word fignifies, 16b. 

Bokrat caufes a revolt in Armenia, 197. He defeats the 

' governor of that province m a battle, ibid. His troops 
are heats^ and he is bujned with them in Te#f, 19$. 

JSuoa, one of the duef o$cerc of the Turlfifh militia, 
defeat the rebels pf AfoeAJfc W* byw tfean, in TeJKa, 
198. Council he gives toMoftain, 233. He flie*with 
the Ca}iph to Bagdat, 2,35. Retires to M^ftl,, » hppa? 
of caufing an inmrre&ioh amongft the Turks, 244. He 
is killed, 245. 

Buians, origin of that Dynafty, 360. 

Bulgarians, (the king of tWjf goes to the alliance of 
Michael, and defeats tne Saracens, 1 36. 

Burkai fets up for a prophet, and caufes an infurre&ion in 
Chorafan, 35. He is inverted in the place to which he 
Jiad retpeajted, ifeid. Puts hijn&lf and W$ troops t<? an un- 
fiommpp kind of death, j& His fe4 cpa^im ft* fon* 
<tme after bk deceafe, 3$. 

C. 

^\A#Ea is predated Calinh by MftTO iAfieMcf Wpk- 

L# tader, 330. ]fte is delivered up to Mpktade^ who treats 
?m W*&ft 33*- Is apprehended, 537. For^ a Coafri- 
racy in conjunction with N£u<aas againft Mofetader, 338. 
I*jelea£d frqpv pfiftm, ap4 pfoea on &*■ t&r.Q&e, 3^. 

. Hp bad %P*fri<3> i^« A Sftdfira*y is forced ** 4* hw>ne 
him^ $sz. lie is infonned of, ^prevents, it, 353. .Pacifies 
the wthors of ife 35J. *£% crnejl tgeaft&ent of hi* nspfcew 
^fen Ahfttet* 356. H* e*$prts a grea* fun\ of qwpey 
from Jahia, 357. A new conspiracy isjfern*ed agajnfi ^in, 

• 1$$* &* Vk 4«poft4 aj?4 reduce* tateggwy, 3*9% 

VAM|»a% Jflother of Mop& K her e^ceffiye avaj&£, 248. 

. Mothadi deprives her of he* treafujee, 951* 

Cassbm, vizir to Moktaphi, means he. «& ft d*ft*Qy Barfir, 
310. 

Charlemain, friendihip between him and the Caliph Ha- 
roun, 91. Prefents he receives from the Caliph, ibid. 

Chosroes dethroned by Siroes his fon, 226, note. 

£«ojsarar (the king of) PWofes a ^wriare between his 
daughter and one of ifte fipy of Ja&a, j&T jtaraged at 
the death of that princef?, fep JBaJft^.an irmp^Qn ytfp the 
Caliphs territories, 57. 
Vol, III. Bb Christians, 
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Christians, hardfhips impofed on them, 200. 
Constantino Porphyrogenetes, emperor of Conftanti- 

nople, fends an ambaflador to the Caliph Moktader, 322. 

He concludes a treaty with the Caliph, 324* 



DADOU, one of Thaller's foldiers, furprizes the Car 
liph's general, and kills him, 102. 
Damietta taken by furprize, and plundered by the Greeks, 

199. 
Dreams, regard paid to them by the Arabians, 282. 

E. 

T? ARTH QUAKES in Perfia, &c. 205. 

F. 

FAdel ebn Sohail is made vizir by Mamon, 114. He 
conceals the regard he bears to the Alians, ibid. Falfe 
&tps he induces the Caliph to take in favour of the Alidhs, 
lie. He perfuades the Caliph to fupport them, 117. Is 
killed, 121. 

Fadel ebn Rabie is appointed vizir, and makes an,ill ufe 
of the Caliph's favour, 96. He prevails on him to caufe 
his ion to be proclaimed his fucceflbr, 97. Encourages a 
mutiny amongft the Caliph's troops, 106. Af&fts Amin in 
efcaping from Bagdat, 107. 

Fadhell is fent to quell a revolt caufedby Jahia, 61. Means 
he ufes to bring him to his duty, ibid. lie informs the Ca- 
liph of Jahia's difpofition to peace, 63. He (ends to Jahia 
a promife of iafety figned by the Caliph and his courtiers, 
ibid. Difluades tne Caliph from putting Jahia to death, 65. 
Is made vizir, 70. 

Fatah, vizir to Motawakel, conference between the Caliph 
and him, 208. The Caliph gives him fome demerne 
lands, which were in the poffeffion of Waffifj 209. Ha 
is aflaffinated, 212. 

Fatimxtes, jheir origin, 348. 



G. 

EISCH, eldeft ion of Hamarowlah, in order to main- 
tain himfelf on the throne, cats off his uncle's head, 
286. He,is aflaffinated, 287. 

Giaffer 



G 
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.QiArrsr difluades the Caliph from putting Jahia to death, 

/ 6c. . His love for learned men, 68. He is made vizir, and 
yield* that poft to his brother, 70. Fails violently in love 
withAfaaflkh, 71. Marries her, and on what condition, 
ibid. Breaks the condition, 72. Is put to death by the 
CaHphfs order, 74, 

.Guffe*,. ion of Motamed, is appointed his fucceiTor,. 260. 
This Order h revoked in favour of Mothaded, 276. . . 

•Giam.hquh defeats Sinam* 22. Difgufted at the Caliph's 

• avarice, he cades a revolt in Chorafan, ibid. He is de- 
r feated by Mahomet,, and forced to fly, 23. . . . f 

• . . ■ * .» . 

< 

*TTADI appointed to fucceed his father, 44. He is pro- 
. JLJL claimed Caliph,, 47. Difoerfes Houfatn's fa<flion, 48. 
\Deftroys the Zendians, 49. Defigns to appoint his fon to 
- .. fucceed him to the prejudice of Haroun, 50. Commands 
Harthamath to kill Haroun and Jahia, 51. His Behaviour 
, to his mother, 52. His' Death, ibid. 
Haidar ebn Kaous. SeeAfFchin. 
HxcgM, why he was furnamcd Burkai, 35. See Burkai. k 

• Ham adam, in what manner he gained the Caliph's difplea- 

' fure, 284. He goes to court, and fwears allegiance to 

^ him, ibid. . 

Hamarowiah, eldeft ion of Ahmet, fucceeds him, 272. 

He afTumes the title of Sultan, 282. Sends an embafly to 

the Caliph, and offers his daughter in marriage to his ion., 

. libidf. .Ketrolnadafetsoutto marry the Caliph, 283. Ha- 

marowiah is aifaflinated, 285. 

Harqun al Rash id, (the fame that is called by French 

writers Aaron Raflj, and whom they. mention to. be king 

K - .4f.PC£u|0 the fpn of Mahadi, gains many advantages over 

the Greeks, 34. His father's fondnefs for him, 44. His 

* father would abdicate the crown in his favour,' but he will 

not content to it, ibid. How he' efcapes Hadi's cruelty, 

52. Hq comes to the crown, 56. Obliges the Greeks to 

- -renew the truce with the Muflulmen, 58. Caufes. the arts 

and fciences to flourifti in his dominions, ibid. His love for 

- joiUce.gairis him the furname of Al-Ralhid, 60. He fends 

. . . qu| Fadhell to quell Jahia's revolt, 6 1 . Solemnly promifes 

iahia to ma^e no attempt on his life or liberty, 63, Gives 
ini a gracious reception, 64. Caufes him to be aflaflU 
■ ,Mted, 65. Performs the pilgrimage to Mecca on foot, 
6& . Continues to protect the learned, ibid. Obligations 
helias to Jahia, 68. His love to Giairer and Abaflah, 70. 

B b 2 Condition 
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Condition on which he confents to their marriage, **. 
Enraged at their breach of the condition, he puts Abaflah 
to deaths and exterminates the Barmecidae, 74. He ftijves 

. 10 aboltm the remembrance of them, 77. Cau&s Moiidir 
to be apprehended, 78. Moved at his words, he fets him 
at liberty, 7C> Gives him a preftnt, 80. Partition he 
makes of his territories amongft his children, 82. Pro- 
longs the trace with the Greeks, and goes to Jerusalem* 
84. He anfwers the bravado of Nkephorus, 85. Attacks 
the Greeks by land and fca, ibid. Obtains a victory over 
them, and cqpfeats to a peace, 86. Forces them again to 
fue for peace, 87. Goes into Perfta,«nd quells the diilur- 
bances raifed by the Zendians, ibid. Grows melan- 
choly on a dream, which he looks on as a preface of his 
approaching end, 88. Prepafes to pot an end tp"« 
revolt of the city of Sanaarcand, 89. His death, 91, 
FriendJhip with Charlemain, ibid. His Character, 91. 

Ha*ouh fucceeds Geifch, 287. He confents to pay tribute 
to the Caliphs, ibid. 

Harovn ebn Cheuahawaid, laA prince of the Tholonites, 
is befieged in Mefrah, where he i& killed, 314. 

Harthamath being commanded by the Caliph to kill Ha- 



roan and Jahia, re&Jes, to obey, 51. Manner in which he 
idatej that n&, and alio the Caliph's death, 55. He 
commands one of Mamon's armies, 104. loins Thaher, 



and taliesHamadan. ibid.' Treats with Anun, 107. A* 
greesnent made between him and Thaher on that account, 
108. 

Hasan bbv Yb*id, of the hoofe of AK, is proclaimed Ca- 
liph in Tabereffain, 232. 

HoaREMi, what the word fignifies, 165. See Babek. 

HostiN, (on of Ali, his tomb is destroyed, 195. 

Hossaik Hallaqe, a contemplative MuiTalman, hishifory, 
34}. 

Hossaik kills the vizir, and afiumes his place* 310. He 
canfes Abdullah to be proclaimed Caliph iiiftead ofModa- 
deri 320. Caufes Mefopotamia to revolt m his favour, 
321. Is betrayed by his troops, who give him up to Ma- 
nas, and ho is put in prifon, 322. 

Hovsain, a de&endttt of Ali, is proclaimed Caliph at Me- 
dina, 48, He takes Mecca, Ibid. His party is delperfed* 
and he is beheaded, ibid. 

Hussain, general of the Karmathians, gains ieveral victories, 
312. He lofes a battle, in which he is made prifcoer and 
$ven np to the Caliph, who puts him to death; 313* 
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JAcoitb e*n Liitf z, feizes Sejcftkn, 15$. lie eftablUhes 
himftlf to Chorafan in the room of the Thaherians, 259* 
Declares wat agahtft the Caliph, 261. Lofes a, battle, ibid. 
His death, 26^. 

Jahia, Hadi's vizir, his arguments to diiTuade Hadi ttcfaa. 
Appointing Giaffet to be his Aicceflbr, 50. He become* 
Harcmn's favourite, $6. Obtains the CalipV* pefmiffion 
for the mahiage between his foh and the printelf of Cho-. 

; aaftr, ibid. Settee he had done the Caliph, 68. Advice 
he gave to his children, 69. He refighs the poftof vizuy 
70. Shares in die difgrace of Giafter, 74. His noble cbn» 
ftancy under his misfortunes, ibid. He is kilted, 77. 

JahIa, a defendant of Ali, is proclaimed Caliph, 61. Confents 
to a negodation, ibid. Informs Fadhell of his inclinations 
to peace, 61. Upon the Caliph's prothue he makte hit 
eTcajte from Georgia, 63 Goes to court, where ne is 
gracioufly received, 64. Is aflaffinated, 6c. 

Jahia ben Omar, £1 Alian prince, is proclaimed Caliph at 
Cufah, 231. He lofes a battle, in which he is killed, 132* 

Jahia, a lawyer from whomCaher extorts a large fum of 

Ibrahim, great grandfonof Ali,ftrives to deprive Ahmaor 

of the Caliphate, 28. 
Ibrahim ebn Mahadi is proclaimed Caliph, when Mamon 

was depofed, no, He is depofed, 122. Conceals him- 

felf, 123. Is discovered and brought to the Caliph ; what 

lie fays to him* 142. Remains with the Caliph as a com* 
. panion, 143. 
Jews, mortifying conditions impofed on them by Motawakel, 

200. 
Joseph ebn Ibrahim lofcs a battle agaimt the Karmathians, 

316. Is defeated a feoond time, 329. 
Joseph ebn Mohammed is appointed governor of feveral 

provinces, 197. Is killed in an a&ion, ibid. 
Irene makes peace with the Muffulmen, by confenting to 

pay them tribute, .35. She is obliged to renew the truce 

with them, 58* She is depofed, 84. 
Ishmael, fon of Ahmet, nrft ^prince of the Dynaftyx>f the 
„ Samafcitte*, deftmys the Soffantes, 307. 
Jssa, ( AE-ben) is fent out by the Caliph againft Mamon, 1 00. 

His pitfumption proves fatal to him, 101. lie is killed, 

loa * 

jvb, Whop of Atitiotb, crowns 'thomas emperor, tja* 

Bb 3 
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E. ■ 

KArmathians, commencement of that (eft, 2909 »9*. 
Their expedition. See Abu Said Habah, Zacarwiah, 
Houflain, Zecroune, Abu Said, AbuThaher. 
Karmath, his origin, 291. Doctrine, ibid. Adventures, 

*c/3- 
Ketrolnada, daughter of Hamarowiah, is propofed as a 
wife for the ion of Mothaded, 282. Rejoicings on ac- 
account of her marriage with the Caliph, 285. 
Koran, a queftion which arofe whether that book was creat- 
ed or uncreated, 152, note, 183. 
\ . Kosta ebn Luca, a learned Arabian, 278. 

Kouter, Amin's favourite, 103, 105. 

L. 

L^odicba deftroyed by an earthquake, 205 . 
Leitz, chief of the Dynafty of the Sofrarites, his ori- 
gin, 258. 
Leo, the Armenian, is aflaflinated, 130. 
Leo, driven from the fee of Theflalonica, is invited to Ma- 
mon's court, 145. He is treated with great diftin&ion by 
Michael the fecond, 146. Carries on a literary correfpon- 
dence with Mamon, ibid. . 

* ' M. 

MA an, an officer of the Ommiyan party, how he ob* 
tains his pardon, 26. 
Mahadi, or Almohdi/ accompanies the Caliph his father 
in a pilgrimage to Mecca, 30. Advice which his father 

* gives him,. 3 1. He is proclaimed Caliph, 33. Quells fome 
cnthufiafts, ibid. His generqiity, 34. He forces the Greeks 

• to fue for peace, ibid. Performs the pilgrimage to Mecca 
. with great pomp, 39. Repairs and adorns the Mofques of 

Mecca and Medina, 40. Several inftances of his mildneft 
an.d loveof juftice,4i. His death, 43. His funeral is very 

' private, 44. In what manner he difcovered himfelftoa 
perfon of whom he aflced fomethirig to refrefh him, 46. 

Mahomet e&n Ashar' is fent out againft Giamhour, and 
defeats him, 23. 

Ma ho met, . a descendant of All, is proclaimed Caliph at Cu- 

' fah, 117. He retires, 125. 

•MAWON.-fbn of Haroun, territories given him by his father 
for his portion, 83. His conduct upon the firft fteps taken 
by Fadel againft him, 96. . He comes to an open rupture 
with the Caliph, 99. Appoints Thaher general of the 

1' troops 
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* troops he fent out againft the Caliph, 100. Is proclaimed 
Caliph, 103. Sets two armies on foot to fupporthis mea- 

• Aires, 104. His troops mutiny for want of pay, 106. He 
fucceeds to the orown on the death of his brother, 112. 
How he rewarded Thaher for his fervices, 113. He clofely 
follows his ftudies, and leaves the government to his vizir, 
114. Protedb the Alians, 115. Openly declares for the 
Alians, and affociates Rizza in the empire, 117. Which 
caufes difcontent, 118. Mamon is depofed, 119. He re- 
folves to punifh the inhabitants of Bagdat for their revolt, 
ibid. Honours he pays to the memory of Rizza after his 
death, 121. The people of Bagdat fubmit, and are par- 

. doned, 122. He carefully cultivates the arts and fciences, 
126. Grants troops to Thomas to make war on the 

, Greeks, 128. Caufes many ancient authors to be tran- 
flated into Arabick, 140. Generoiity in refpett to Ibra- 
him, 141. Studies the mathematicks with great applica- 
tion, 144. Invites a philofopher named Leo to his court, 

145. He carries on a literary correfpondence with Leo, 

146. Letter which he wrote to the emperor for his con- 
fent that Leo might go to Bagdat. 147. He makes war 
on the Greeks, ibid. Opens a treaiure buried by Merwan 
the iecond, 149. Continues the war with the Greeks, 
150. Several fe&s arife, 151. Declares for the Motazeli, 
152. Which caufes murmurings, 153. He favours the 
Chriftians, 154. Gains feveral advantages over the Gre- 
cian troops, 156. Circumftances of his death, ibid. His 
eulogium, 158. The place of his burial, 159, 

Manzor Hagiani, Mahadi's vizir, his difinterefiednefs, 39. 

Mesrour, Haroun's favourite (lave, 90. 

Merwan, the fecond Caliph, inftances of his yoracioufhefs, 
150. 

Michael, how he attains the empire of the Eafr, 129. He 
becomes odious to his fubje&s, 130. He lofes a battle 
againft Thomas, 132. Burns the fleet of the Saracens, 135. 
Is affifted by the king of the Bulgarians, 136. Storms the 
camp of the Saracens, 137. Gets Thomas into his hands, 
and caufes his head to be cut off, 138. Motives that in- 
duce him to maintain peace with Mamon, ibid. 

Michael the Stammerer refufes^to permit Leo to go to Ma- 

. mon's court, 145, 147. He is fucceeded by Theophilus, 148. 

Moclach, vizir to Mo&ader and alfo to Caher, has his right 
hand cut off by order of the latter, 352. He joins in a 
plot againfl Caher, ibid. Makes his efcape on a fufpicion 
it was difcovered, 354. He forms a new confpiracy againfl 
Caher, 358. 

Michael tEe Drunkard becomes emperor, 177. 

Bb 4 Moo 
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Moctadi* Ibceteds Utoktapki, 31& H* is dertrbttfed, 2nd 
retires to the houfe of Mums, 320. Is reHored to the 
throne, ibid. In What marine* Atari Fatagte relates t9us 
fid, 340. NoMc receptton he gives lb the OnftaKUfeo{x>- 
Ktaii embafladors, 322. Tttatyhe concludes with the em- 
peror, 324. He rejects the terms ottered by Abu Thaher, 
327. Sends ah arnty igainft him, 320. Is forced to 
abdicate the Caliphate, 330. Is tailored, 332. His ge- 
herofity in rtfyc& m Caher, ibid, He leads Aba Sage 
ftgainft the KarmathianJ, 134. Caufes Caher to be appre- 
hended, $37. Heisaflaftnated, 338. Different accounts 
which hiitorians give of the death of that Caliph, 340. 

MottAMMED, or MAHtoufct, great gr a n tllha of Ali, takes up 
arms agairift Almanzor, 28. 

Mohammed £bn Abdaliah, Thaller's grahdfon, ptits an 
end to Jahia*s revolt, 231. He is made governor of Bag* 
dat, and confirmed in the fovereignty of Chofufan, 2*6, 
Gives a rough anfwer to theTurkifh deputies, ibid. Makes 
his peace with Motaz, 238. Is confirmed in his fcfveragttty, 
240. Is dethroned by Jacdub, ttfe. 

Mohammed* the fon of Buga, is joined in die cotamand with 
Saled, 246. 

MoHAMMEb Cassem, fuceeeds Hafan in Tabareftan> 232. 

Mohammed, the fon of Zeid, is proclaimed Caliph in Cho- 
rafen, 306. He is defeated, and lent to the Caliph Nfo- 
thaded, ibid. 

Mohammed, the fon of Mothtdl, his death, 319. 

Moktaphi fuceeeds Mothaded his father, 309. He lends 
forces againft the Kanhathians, 312. Marches againft 
them in perfon, and cnts them in pieces, 313-. Reduces 
Egypt and Syria to theit former obedience* 3! J. His 
death, 317. 

Mondir praifes the Barmecidae notwithftandittg the Caliph's 
prohibition, 78. He is apprehended) ibid. His fpeech to the 
Caliph, ibid. He is let at liberty, and receives a prdfent, 80. 

Montasser, fdnbf Motawakel, What was given him for an 
appeiinage, 195. He is ill-treated by his rather^ 201. COn- 

• tents to his father's annihilation, 211. Unheard of cruelty 
he lhews towards his rather, 213. He is proclaimed Caliph, 
217. Is compelled to oblige his two brothers to renounce 
the Caliphate, 221. Great uneafinefs he feels in reflecting 
on his parricide, 223. His death, £26. Chafrafter, ibid. 
, Generofity to one of the officers of his court, 227. 

Most a ik is proclaimed Caliph, 230. Sends out Mohammed 
ebn Abdallah to fubdue the rebels headed by Jahia, 233. 
Preference he gives to Waffif, ibid. He caufes Bagher to be 
apprehended, 2nd puts him to death* 234. fries with Waf- 

fif 
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#i»4<fc#*M8igifci,*35< to tewyea 1 *f mhtigmi, 

236. Is depofed, ibid. Is abandoned by his TiirkHh. 
friend*, 436. Is compelled 16 abdicate die throne* 230. 
is fcjlfed, Md. 

JKotAWfio, fofr of Mbtawakel* attains tite Caliphate, *r 5 . 
Bis chtiuftfr, ibid* He foes his rfcfidfence at JBagdat, 260. 
Grants to ft* Sojarifes fkil pbfcffion of thfc JMbvftcfcs tnty 
had fefefcd, *6e. Cafcfes cuffes to be fleftbonced againit 
Ahmet, 264. Craves las afnUafite agaM Mrtaffek, #85. 
Is ffccdhclfed tb his brother, 269. Parallel between that 
Ca%h 4nd Muaifek* 273. They obKge&fii to apjamit 
Mothaded to be his fucceflbr, to the prejudice of Us own 
fen, 276. fcis death and cfcaraeW* iff. 

Motassem, lhare he had in his. father's territories) 83. Is 
deprived of his portibrt^ §8. His youth prevents him from 
being railed to the throne upon the <te$>ofth| of Maihdn, 
1 19. Commands part of Maihon's army frgaintt the Greeks, 
148. Is appointed by his brother to fuOdeed him, try. Is 
proclaimed Caliph) i6t. Why he quits Bagdat* tifc. 
Raifes a militia of young Turks* ibid, Fbahds the thy 
of Samarath* 163. Sends Afehin tb^etl a revolt ih Pcr- 
fia* 1 6o\ Puts the ringleader of it to death* ii 1 . bains 
aViaory oVer the Greeks 172. Is informed ofa plot laid 
to dethrone him, ibid. How he 'prevents it* 173.. He 
has a dream, by which he is acquainted with die ravages 
committed by the Greeks, 175. Takes £abatra by af- 
&uk*ibid. Burns AmoHum to aihes* 176. His farther ftc- 
cefs, 177. Sicknefs and death, 178,1701 Great ftfehgth*. 
i^o. Attachment to the Motazeii, ibid. Charafter, 180. ' 

Why he Was flirnaffled Mbtthamen, or die Eighth* i8i. 

MbTawkfc£& attains die Caliphate* 191. His tharafter, 102. 
Cruelty^ 194. He fettles the Caliphate oh his three ibns* 195. 
Bdifts ate iflues out againft the Alians, ibid. His dream on 
ihat account* 196. Order he gives to jbfeph* which catifes 
a revolt in Armenia, 197. He fends but the Turks agaihifc 
the rebels, ibid. Beftows ill treatment oft the Jews andChrif- 
liahs, 200. Odd diverfions he was fond of, 20! . His con- 
duit in regard to one of his fans, ibid. He entertains a fuf- 
picion of a conspiracy, 202. To fruflrate it he invites fe- 
veral dff die nobility to ah entertainment, and cables themr 
M to be murdered, 203. Prodigies that happened during 
his reign, 205. He goes to refide at Damafcus* 206. Re- 
turns to jSamarath, 207. Conference he had with his visir, 
io8. He appoints Bagher to guard his perfbn, ibid. An- 
gers the general of the Turks, 209. Irruption he makes 
on the territories of the Greeks, ibid. A Confpfracy is 
formed againft him, *io. He is afiaflinated* 212* new his 

difpo- 
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difpofitkm was fpoilcd, 214. Inftance of his moderation, 
215. 
Motaz, the (on of Motawakel, his appennage, of which he 
receives the inveftiture, 195. Endeavours, he ufes to main- 
tain his right to the crown, 230. He is placed on the throne, 
inftead of Moftain, 237. Puts Moitein to death, 239. 

. Confirms Mohammed in his fovereignty, 240. His vizir 
diflnades him from the defign of breaking the Torkifh 
corps, 241. He advances Waffif, ibid. Caufes his brother 
Mouiad to be pat to death, 242. Caufes Buga's head to 
be cut off, 245. Is killed by the Turks, 247. His charac- 
ter, ibid. 
Motazeli, a feft amongft the MulTulmen, their do&rine, 

-152, 183, 
Mothaded, fon of MuafFek, marches with his father againft 
the Zinghians, 268. Is inftructed in Hate affairs by his 
father, 275. Hefucceedshim in his polls, 276. Compels 
the Caliph to appoint him his fucceflbr, ibid. Attains the 
crown, 279. Why he favoured the Alians, 280, 302. 
He contracts a marriage with Ketrolnada, 283. Difperfes 
a party of Curdes and Arabians who had made incuruons, 
ibid. Seizes Mardin, and razes it, 284. Reception he 
gives to Ketrolnada, 285. He compels the Sultan of Egypt 
to pay a tribute, 287. Extraordinary dream the Caliph 
had, 288. He fendsforth an army againft the Karmathians, 

. 295. Refolves to leave them undifhirbed, 297. Meafures 

. he takes to oppofe their incuruons, 299. His death, 300. 

Chara&er, 301. 
Mothadi, fon of Wathek, 190. A party is formed to place 
him on the throne, 191. He is placed thereon by the Turks, 
249. Meafures he takes to reform many errors that had 
crept into the government, ibid. His veneration for the 
Koran, 25 1 . He forces Cahibah to difclofe her treafure, and 
deprives her of it, ibid. His difintereftednefc, 252. He 
punifhes a Turkifti officer, which occafions a revolt of the 
Turks, ibid. Is killed, 254. His Eulogiuro, ibid. 

Mowaiad, or Muiad, fon of Motawakel, receives from his 
father Syria Damafcena, for an appennage, 195. His death, 
242. 

fyluAFFEK, brother of Motaz, commands his troops againil 
Moftain, 237. Informs Motaz of Mohammed's propoials, 
239. Is intruded with the government of the ftate under 
Motamed, 256. Deprives the Turkifh foldiery of all 

. power, 256, 262. His expedition againil the Zinghians, 

- 257. He defeats jacoub in a battle, 261. Why the Caliph 
was jealous of him, 265. He deftroys the Zinghians* 268. 

. Surname given to him, 269. Heis feized with the gout, 272. 

His 
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His good-natur'd behaviour to his flaves, 274. His death, 

2 7S- 

Munas gives fhelter to the Caliph Mo&ader, 320, Re- 
places him on fhe throne, ibid. Puts an end to Hotfain's 
revolt, 322. Is appointed to attend the Greek ambafla- 
r dors to the frontiers, 324. Seizes the perfon of the Ca- 
liph, 331. Forces him to refign the Caliphate, and caufes 
Caber to be proclaimed, 332, Flies from Bagdat, 335. 
Forms a confpiracy againft the Caliph in behalf of Caher, 
. 338. Joins in a plot to depofe Caher, 352. The Caliph 
fends for him to court, and orders the Saids to apprehend 
him, 355. His head is cut off, 356. 

Musa, ion of Buga, his death, 261. 

N. 

NAsser-Lbdinillah, what that name fignifles, 269. 
Nicephorus afcends the throne of Conftantinople, 
and prolongs* the truce with the Muffulmen, 84. Makes 
an irruption into their territories, ibid. Sends fwords to 
the Caliph, ibid. Is defeated and forced to fubmit to pay 
a tribute, 86. Renews- his ravages, and is obliged to 
. make a peace on difadvantageous conditions, 2j, 

O. 

OBcar, Ahmet's chancellor, caufe of his difgrace, 267. 
Obeidallah ebn Soliman, vizir to Mothaded, dit 
fuades him from denouncing curfes againft Moawiyah, 281. 
Observatory built by Mamon, 128. 
Omar ebn Abdolaziz, the only Ommiyan Caliph whofe 

corps was not dug out of the grave by the Abaflians, 5. 
Ommiyans are exterminated, one only efcapes the maflacre, 
and founds a Dynaily in Spain, 4. 

R. 

RAphius ebn Lith caufes a revolt in Samarcand, 8o> 
Ratek. Moktader's vizir, commands the troops againft 
Houain, and is defeated, 321. 
Ravendians, origin of that feci* and its doclrine, 24. Dit 

turbances it raifes at the Caliph's court, 25. 
Rizza is invited to Mamon's court, and meets with a gra- 
. cious reception from him, 11c. Efpoufes the Caliph's 
. ■ daughter, and is affociated with him in the empire, nj. 
Is poifoncd, I20» 
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SAttat, his coridnft ifa frefpeft toBafcel, 176. 
Said, Mom's vizir, puts Moftam to death, 23$. 
Sxio, chief of the Kartaathians during thfe minority 6f Aba 

ThaheY, j 2c • 
Said, the family of Said defend thfe Caliph CAtx agafaft the 

plot formed to dethrone him, 354. 
Saled, ion of Waffif, is elected by the Tories to be their 
* commander, 246. 
Salbk, lieutenant-covcrtldt of Damafcns, is defeated by At 

Karmathians, 310. 
Salmakaraih, Motaffem's phyfician, 178. 
Samanites, their origin, 306. They feize Chora&n and 

the other territories of the Soflarites, ibid. 
Samar ath, foundation of that city by M6ta!fem, 163. h 

no longer the CalipVs fee, 260. 
Saracens of Africa, independant on the Caliph of Bagdat, 

make ah irruption on the coafb of Greece, and feize die 

illes of Crete and Sicily, 139. They feifee Meffina, 18S. 
SpHEiK Kaiat, action by which he gaihs th* Caliph's good 

will, J04. How he obliges a nobfettiah to pay a debt he 

owed to a tradesman of Bagdat. 30c. 
Sima, chief of the Turkifh troops, joins in a plot againft Ca- 

her, 358. 
Si Ma*, governor Of Aleppo, h puriued and killed bf Attract* 

265, 
8i*A*Taife$ arfcVoft in Chora&n, and is defeated, ii. 
Siroes dethrones Chofto2s his ftthe*, 226, note"; 
SfcmiUTES, why fb caUW, 2 j 4, notfe. The e^d of their 

Dynatty, Which fo related by the Samanfttes, 3x56. 
Solisjak receives Abdbllah his brother in Baforah, 12; 

T. 

TAcKABr, (on of Banklal, puts kimfelf at the head of 
the Turks to force an entrance into rite CaHph's pa- 
lace, i Si . X 

Taharif difcovex* to Caher the con^lraty Hfcmed agafaft 
Mm, 333. fctoes on a* rheftfcge to die fadnjly Of Said from the 
Caliph, ibid. 

TAftibniN, whathefaysinrektibhwMamott, 153. 

T^ABEf EBN Kor* A, a learned Arabian, his works, 30^. 

t^kansk cumlnahds Mafflbtt's troops ajjamft the CabfJh's 
army, 100. Sends him the head of tfo Caliph's general, 
io». Joins Harthamath, and takes Hamadan, 104, Take* 



INDEX. 3*t 

Bagdat, 107. Befieges the place to which Amin had re- 
tired, ibid. His j$alouly 9 becauft Amin had treated with 
Harthamath, 108. He orders that Alain mould beflain, 109. 
Is appointed fey Mamon hereditary governor of Chorafan, 
113. Performs the ceremony of the aiTociating Rizza to 
the empire, 1 17. Sets up as a fovereign in Chorafan! 124. 
His death, 125. 
Thahbr, laft prince of the Sofiarites, 309. 
Thahbrians, commencement of their Dynafty in Chora&n, 

125, Tfca| Bynafty deftoyed by (he Sogarites, 258, 
Theophilvs becomes emperc* of Confeuttinople, 14& Is 
defeated by the Saracens, 156. Makes an iroad on their 
territories, 171. His troops are defeated, 172, He makes 
a frefh irruption, 174. His death, 177. 
fHoiONiTBt, beginning of then: Dynafly, 363. Bad fh^re- 

o£ 314. 
Thomas leaves Conftantinople, and takes iheher at BagcSat, 
1*9* Prevails on tfr^Qaljph to declare war againft the 
Greeks, ibid. Obtains a body of troops, 131. Motives 
which induced Thomas to caufe that war, ibid. Suecefs 
of hi* expedition, 132. He aflumes the title of emperor, 
Ibid Befieges Conftantmople, but without fuccefs, 133. 
Renews the fiege, 134. Is like to.be betrayed by feme 
deierters, ibid. His fleet is burned, 13 c. He is defeated for 
the Bulgarians, 136. His camp is ftormed, 137. He is 
abandoned by the Muflulmen, and given up to the empe- 
voft, who puts-him to death, ibid 
Turks, Motaflem raifes a body of Turks, who commit great 
diforcUrs in Bagdat, 162. They caufe Motawakel to be 
acknowledged Caliph, 191. They murmur for want of 
pay, 207. They aflume a right of proclaiming the Ca- 
liph* **7« ^ieawes they take to maintain it, 219. They 
compel Montafler to prevail on his two brothers to renounce 
the Qa&pfcatty 2_2K They give the Caliphate to Moftain, 
330. Thev raife a (edition, 233. They dethrone Mof- 
tain, and let up Motaz in his Head, 237. They revolt, 
241. They flay Motaz, 247. They chufe Mothadi to be 
Caliph, 249. Violence they commit againit that Caliph, 
253. They give the Caliphate p lyTotamec}, 255. De- 
ftru&ua&af their power, zco\ 
Turks, their irruption into Mawaralnahar, where they are 
cut in pieces, 314. . 

■ 

W. 

WAlid-al-Magrem defeats the revolted Turks, 245; 
Wassif, commander of the Turkifh corps calls a 
council of the grandees, and prevails on them to give the 

Cali- 
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Caliphate to Motawakel, 191. Is difcontented with th« 
Caliph, 209. Forms a defign# together with MontafTer, 
of afTaflinating hito, 210. His quarrel with Bagher, 233. 
He flies to Bagdat, 235. Motaz confers great employments 
on him, 241. He is killed, 242. 
. Wathek, fon of Motatilm, is proclaimed Caliph, 182 
Declares in favourof the Motazeli, 183. Is informed of a 
plot againft him, 184. Punifhes the ringleader of it, 18 J. 
Makes an exchange of prifoncrs, 186. Extraordinary 
manner in which he is cured of the dropfy, 188. His 
death, i8cju Eulogium, 190. 

Z. 

ZAcarwiah becomes chief of the Karmathians, ^jocU 
Makes an irruption into Syria, 312. Lofes a battle, in 
which he is Killed, ibid. ' 

. Z air ac, commander of the palace guard, joins in a confpi- 
racy againft Caher, 352. 
Zecroune, chief of the Karmathians, beats the Caliph's 
troops, and plunders many towns in Syria, 315. Is de- 
feated by Jofeph, 316* Plunders a caravan, ibid. Js taken 
. prifoner in a fight, and dies of a wound he received in the 

action, 317.. 
. Zemzem (the well of) is polluted by the Karmathians,' 333.. 
. Zendi ans, JtBown by the name of the Albigenfes, theirdoc- 
trine, 49. ' They are difperfed, ibid. They cauie troubles 
- in Pesua, 87. 
Ziadat Allah, la& prince of .the Aglabites* 34^* , 
Zinghiaks, a new led that arcaVamongft the Muffuimen, 
256. Fix themfelves in the country of .Bafcrah .and 
Cufah, 257. Defeat the Caliph's troops, ibid. Enter 
into a treaty, 2 c 8. Are destroyed, 269*. 
Zoe, guardian of Conftantine Porphyrogeoetes, 322. ? 
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